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Phone 03451300228
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Website www.londonbats.org.uk

Activities

Objects: TO ADVANCE THE PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION OF BATS, THEIR ROOSTS, FEEDING
AREAS AND HIBERNACULA IN GREATER LONDON (AND OTHER PARTS OF THE UK IF DEEMED
APPROPRIATE);TO EDUCATE THE PUBLIC AND THE GROUP'S MEMBERS IN ALL MATTERS
RELATED TO BATS, INCLUDING THE PRODUCTION OF LITERATURE; ANDTO PROMOTE THE
TRAINING OF MEMBERS FOR LICENSING AS VOLUNTEER BAT WORKERS.

Activities: London Bat Group is a nature conservation charity. We carry out educational activities about bats;
we conduct bat survey work; and we raise funds to contribute to bat conservation projects in London.

Classification

• How: Provides Advocacy/advice/information

• What: Environment/conservation/heritage
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Geography

• Throughout London

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-09-30 £2,741 £4,582 - -

2023-09-30 £2,431 £971 - -

2022-09-30 £2,806 £2,356 - -

2021-09-30 £4,797 £339 - -

2020-09-30 £3,619 £2,315 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Philip Briggs Chair 2023-02-17

Becky Wilson 2024-11-07

Emma Little 2023-11-06

Greg Hitchcock 2024-11-07

Sophia Davies 2023-11-06

Stephen Mulvey 2025-11-24
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London Bat Group 
c/o Bat Conservation Trust 
Studio 15 Cloisters House 
Cloisters Business Centre 
8 Battersea Park Road 
London 
SW8 4BG 
 
 
 

Trustees and Committee 
 
Chair – Philip Briggs 
Secretary – Cecilia Montauban 
Treasurer – Ray Lancashire 
Trustees – Becky Wilson, Emma Little, Greg Hitchcock, Sophia Davies, Tajinder Lachhar 
Enquiries Officer – Magdalena Howitt 
Membership Officer – Beverly Evans 
Newsletter Editor – David Jackson 
Records Officer – Becky Wilson 
Safeguarding Officer – Magdalena Howitt 
Social Media Officers – Magdalena Howitt, Michelle Parsons, Siobhan Dempsey 
Social Secretary – Siobhan Dempsey 
 

Governing Document 
The London Bat Group Constitution was finalised on 28th February 2015 and is based on the 
Charitable Commission's model 'Association' Constitution for a Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation with voting members other than its charity trustees. A copy of the constitution is 
made available, to members, on London Bat Group's email group service (Groups.io). 
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Objectives and Aims 
 
The London Bat Group's objectives are to protect and enhance London's bat populations as well 
as encourage the conservation of bats through educating and inspiring the public. The bat group 
carries out its work within the geographical area of Greater London. 
 
The London Bat Group aims to: 
 
• Advance the protection and conservation of bats, their roosts, feeding areas and 
• hibernacula in Greater London (and other parts of the UK if deemed appropriate). 
• Educate the public and the Group’s members in all matters related to bats. 
• Maintain a pool of licensed volunteer bat workers who can visit roost sites and provide 

expert assistance on matters relating to bats in Greater London. 
 
The area the Bat Group covers is shown in the map below: 
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Committee Meetings 
A total of three committee meetings were held on 24th January, 25th April and 13th August. All 
were held via Zoom. The AGM was held on 7th November, also on Zoom.   
 

Reserves policy 
A new reserves policy for LBG funds was presented and proposed at the AGM where it was 
unanimously approved. 
 
LBG has built up substantial funds, particularly through the pandemic years when spend on 
projects and activities fell away.  The trustees understand their duty to spend income on 
charitable causes within reasonable time, and the need to justify any reserves held for what are 
reasonable operational needs.  While the group has very limited operational costs, with no 
salaried staff, and no ongoing obligations or commitments to long-term projects, it was felt that 
some reserves should be retained to enable such projects and additional spending in specific 
years. The level of reserves was of much debate, ranging from £2k to £10k, and the committee 
ultimately voted to have a reserve of £7,500. This helps focus our attention on using our funds 
for projects that will benefit bat conservation in London. 
 
The aim is to reach a reserve level of £7,500 over 5 years, through funding equipment, creation 
of new bat roosts, buying bat boxes etc. We are keen to hear from members about any ideas 
they have or sites where there is real scope for improving for bats in ways that might be within 
our funding means. 

  

Investment Policy 
LBG will invest a proportion of its surplus funds for the purposes of providing an income stream 
to support the Group’s charitable activities. The Group will use investments specifically set up 
for charities, which have associated ethical policies, where deposits are protected under the 
Financial Services Compensation Scheme, and the Group considers this is a prudent and 
proportionate means of balancing our financial needs and ethical concerns. 
 

Donations and Support 
The London Bat Group provides donations, grants and support to causes that align with our 
objective and aims. A project funding application is available on our email service, Groups.io, 
and is promoted during Bat Group meetings. Donations can be made to members or non-
members. Donations requests are assessed on how closely they align to the Bat Group’s aims 
and are voted on by members during Bat Group meetings. The Bat Group also aims to provide 
grants to members whose activities are considered to provide added value for the Bat Group 
and bat conservation. 
 
LBG funded several bat conservation/monitoring projects and also training/learning 
opportunities for members. These are described in more detail below. 
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Training 
New Volunteer Bat Roost Visitor (VBRV) Trainer 
 

Tim Bradford is the new VBRV trainer for LBG, alongside our 
long-term trainer Alison Fure. Tim has been a VBRV for 12 
years across several counties including South London and 
has experience of training delivery through his work as an 
ecologist. Tim attended the VBRV training for trainers 
weekend in March 2024, run by the Bat Conservation Trust on 
behalf of Natural England. There is much demand for VBRV 
training among bat group members and this will enable more 
people to be trained in this vital bat conservation role over 
the coming years. 
 
 
National Bat Conference 
 

LBG funded three places for members to attend the National Bat Conference which took place 
at Reading University from 13th – 15th September. This provided a great opportunity for these 
members to increase their knowledge and learning through attending talks and workshops and 
networking with other bat workers. 
 

 
London Bat Group members at the National Bat Conference, three of whom had their places 

funded by LBG, and a further one of whom had their place funded by the Bat Conservation Trust 
as a thank you for acting as a Local Coordinator for BCT’s NightWatch project 
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LBG members had opportunities to gain experience and training in survey methods including 
hibernation surveys, trapping surveys, bat box checks, bat handling and identification. See the 
survey and monitoring projects summarised under Projects below. 
 

Projects 
Projects funded by LBG 
 

In January, LBG secretary Cecilia Montauban presented two project ideas relating to the 
conservation of the relatively rare, migratory Nathusius’ pipistrelle – both of which were 
subsequently funded using London Bat Group membership fees. 

 
A newly ringed Nathusius’ pipistrelle found during bat box checks at Bedfont lakes 
 
Dataloggers 
 

18 ibutton dataloggers (total cost: £2,359) were funded in January.  These dataloggers were 
placed inside bat boxes at Bedfont lakes (just south of Heathrow), where Patty and Brian Briggs 
have been monitoring bat boxes for well over a decade, with very good occupancy by Nathusius’ 
pipistrelles. Indeed, it was the first site in the UK to record Nathusius’ pips roosting in boxes. The 
dataloggers record the temperature and humidity within the boxes, to determine suitable 
microclimate conditions for these and other bat species recorded at the site. The first set of 
data has been downloaded (currently being analysed) and the dataloggers are back in boxes 
again now.  The aim is to publish this information when the project is complete, which will aid 
land managers, consultants and homeowners with how to best position bat boxes. 
  

Bat box checks at Bedfont lakes, with installation of iButtons 
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Motus tags 
 

London Bat Group members also funded three Motus tags (total cost £750) in spring. The 
National Nathusius’ Project that ran from 2014 to 2023 recorded ten long distance migrations by 
recaptured ringed bats between the UK and Eastern Europe: three of these were between sites 
in west Greater London and Latvia or Russia (the latter consisted of a record 2,018km journey).  
Together with funding from Hounslow council, Patty Briggs had a total of five tags to use this 
year at Stockers Lake and Bedfont Park, in a localised extension of the national project.  While 
ten newly recorded female Nathusius’ pipistrelles were ringed in the area this year, only two 
were suitable to be Motus-tagged (ahead of the migration period), which were at Bedfont Lakes.  
Motus tags enable temporary tracking of the bats for a few weeks (until the tags fall off or the 
battery fails), providing new information about migratory behaviour. 

Setting up harp traps (left) and mist nets (right) at Stockers Lake 
 
The two bats tagged this year were recorded as shown in the images below: one bat travelled to 
Sandwich Bay in Kent between the 30th April and the 10th May, while the second bat made it to 
near Amsterdam between the 10th April and the 16th May (with a spurious daytime record in 
NW Germany that coincided with the disruptive geomagnetic / solar storms on the 13th May!).  
These records add to a growing data set that is building a picture of when Nathusius’ pipistrelles 
are migrating to breed, as well as where.   
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Motus tracking records for two female Nathusius’ pipistrelles tagged in April this year at Bedfont 

lakes 
 
Surveys and monitoring 
 
National Bat Monitoring Programme 
 
There was excellent take-up of additional National Bat Monitoring Programme (NBMP) sites for 
the Field Survey and Waterway Survey in London this year. So far data for 2024 have been 
submitted for 27 Field Survey sites and 16 Waterway Survey sites. Eight summer roosts were 
surveyed as part of the Roost Count and four winter hibernacula as part of the Hibernation 
Survey. The latter include the two Highgate Tunnels sites that are monitored each year by 
London Bat Group. The data collected from across these surveys in London make an important 
contribution to UK species populations trends produced by the Bat Conservation Trust. 
 

 
LBG members carrying out a Field Survey transect in Ealing 
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Bat box checks 
 
Bat box checks were carried out at Brompton Cemetery, Kensington Gardens, Bedfont Lakes, 
Sydenham Hill Wood and Addington Park, providing multiple opportunities for LBG members to 
get experience of bat handling and identification in the hand.  
 

   
Checking a bat box at Bedfont Lakes / Brown long-eared bats in a box at Addington Park 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leisler’s bat being examined after being 
found in a bat box at Sydenham Hill Wood 
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Trapping and radiotracking 
 
LBG members got the chance to join in with bat trapping surveys at Bedfont Lakes in Hounslow, 
Richmond Park in Richmond-upon-Thames, and also at Stockers Lake, just outside Greater 
London in Hertfordshire. 
 

 
Preparing to radio-track tagged bats in Richmond Park in July 

 

 
Captured brown long-eared bat about to be released in Richmond Park 
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GLA-funded projects 
 

The Greater London Authority (GLA) funded two projects led by the Bat Conservation Trust in 
London with support from London Bat Group. NightWatch is a project designed to engage new 
audiences in bat monitoring and conservation through engagement events and participation in 
the NightWatch survey which involves putting out a small passive acoustic detector, an 
AudioMoth, at a location of the participant’s choosing, such as in their garden or local green 
space. The AudioMoth is left out for one night to record the calls of any passing bats. The 
recordings are analysed at BCT and a report of bat species and activity levels recorded is 
compiled for each site and shared with the volunteer who surveyed the site(s). 121 sites were 
surveyed across 28 or London’s 32 boroughs. A key part of the project’s success was the 
support of Local Coordinators who worked to engage individuals and communities through 
running survey and bat walk events. Two of the Local Coordinators are LBG members. 
 
The GLA also funded a project to pilot setting up long-term monitoring sites across Greater 
London using high spec passive acoustic monitoring detectors (Song Meter Bat 3 Minis). With 
help from LBG members, BCT piloted this project in two boroughs, Lambeth and Richmond, 
collecting up to 20 nights of data from 20 sites (10 in each borough). It is hoped that this will 
lead to the project being rolled out across other boroughs in coming years. 
 
 

Events and Talks 
London Bat Group aims to organise a number of talks and events for Bat Group members 
throughout the year. 
 
A bat walk for members was run at Carshalton Park on 7th June, attended by nine members who 
were treated to spectacular views of serotines, an increasingly elusive bat in London. 
 

 
Carshalton Park bat walk 

 
A trip for members was organised in July to visit the only known greater horseshoe bat maternity 
roost in West Sussex, about 100km east of its nearest neighbours. Six members came along and 
had a tour of the site from Daniel Hargreaves of the Vincent Wildlife Trust who purchased and 
carried out essential repairs to the barn as well as installing various enhancements for roosting 
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bats. We assisted with the emergence count and also recorded other bat species flying around, 
including the very rare barbastelle.   
 

     
LBG members visit the greater horseshoe bat maternity roost in West Sussex /  

bats photographed inside the roost shortly before our arrival (Photos: Daniel Hargreaves) 
 
An LBG social & bat walk was held on Hampstead Heath on 28th September 2024. Ten members 
attended and lots of bats were seen including pipistrelles and a noctule. 
 

 
LBG members at the LBG social / bat walk on Hampstead Heath 

 
Three online talks were run which were well attended and well received: “Bats of Sutton and 
Croydon” by Derek Coleman; “Nightsniffing: Reimagining bat walks as collective exploration of 
systems of urban change” by Dr Clifford Hammett; and “Over 20 Years of Bat Surveys at the 
London Wetland Centre” by Magdalena Howitt.  
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Online talks for LBG members in 2024 

Outreach, lobbying and advocacy 
New LBG postcards 
 

A set of two LBG postcards was produced for taking along to events. The photos and design 
were by two Committee members (Cecilia Montauban and Magdalena Howitt respectively). 
 

 
New LBG postcards 
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Outreach events 
 

Six LBG members took turns to man an LBG stand at the Wandsworth Eco Fair in May, 
answering questions about bats from members of the public. Our stand had a variety of leaflets, 
postcards, noticeboards of information, myths and truths game, bat detectors, bowl of fruit and 
fibres pollinated by bats etc. 

 
Wandsworth Eco Fair in May 

Local Nature Recovery Strategy 
 

LBG members helped feed into the Local Nature Recovery Strategy for Greater London led by 
the GLA. An online consultation was opened asking Londoners to identify key locations in 
London where habitat could be restored or created for the benefit of different species. This 
involved drawing a polygon around priority locations and indicating which species could benefit 
from habitat improvements. It will feed into a strategy which is planned for publication by the 
GLA in 2025. 
 
Proposed development of Seething Wells 
 

LBG member Alison Fure spoke at a public hearing about the proposed development of 
Seething Wells, a highly important bat foraging and roosting site in Kingston. Its importance as a 
roosting site keeps being contested but there is clear evidence of bats roosting in the past and 
the roosts will have been impacted by unsympathetic management of the site in recent years. 
We were pleased with the result that the planning application was thrown out and the 
councillors ruled that wildlife conservation should take priority. The developers will appeal of 
course but hopefully they are facing a losing battle. 
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Restore Nature Now march 
 

 

On Saturday 22nd June, London Bat Group 
joined the Restore Nature Now march in 
London. Organised by a group of 
campaigning environmental NGO’s ahead of 
the UK’s forthcoming general election, the 
Restore Nature Now march and rally called 
on politicians of all parties to put nature 
recovery at the heart of their plans for the 
country’s future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
London Bat Group members (plus Biggles the 
bat!) on the Restore Nature Now march on 
22nd June 2024 

LBG newsletter – Natterer’s News 

LBG reached a milestone in winter 2023-24 with the publication of the 100th edition of its 
newsletter, Natterer’s News. 
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Accounts 
 
 

London Bat Group Accounts 2023-2024 

Period 1st October 2023 to 30th September 2024 

 

Income 
Membership £1,292.00 
Donations £784.24 
Records £600.77 
Bank interest £64.10 

TOTAL £2,741.11 
 

Outgoings 
Meetings, events & social £685.00 
Admin £419.88 
Printing £132.00 
Insurance £55.00 
Project/Training £2,830.80 
Committee/member expenses £459.00 

TOTAL £4,581.68 
 

Income less expenses -£1,840.57 
Opening balance £32,608.87 
Add ‘profit’ -£1,840.57 
Closing balance £30,768.30 

 

Statistics for the financial year ending 30th September 2024 
 
Milestones 

• July 15, 2024: We achieved our highest recorded membership income of £1,135.50, 
surpassing the previous record set in 2018 (£1,134.50) by £1. 

• August 7, 2024: Membership payments surpassed the total income from the last 
financial year (2022-23), which was £2,431.42, by £4.39. 

• September 30, 2024: We recorded 120 membership payments totalling £1,292.00 
(47.13% of total income), exceeding the previous record of £1,134.50 from 2018 by 
£157.50. 
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INCOME 

Total income for the year ending September 30, 2024, stands at £2,741.11. This represents a 
12.74% increase (£309.68) compared to the 2023/24 total of £2,431.43. 

Membership Income Overview: 

• Total membership income so far (as of September 30, 2024): £1,292.00, representing 
47.13% of overall membership income. 

This marks a 37.23% increase (£350.50) compared to the total membership income from 
2023/24. 

Nearly half (47.13%) of this year's income has come from membership payments, with the 
remainder sourced from donations and record searches. 

Comparison to Previous Years: 

• This financial year (2023/24) has seen 120 membership payments, surpassing the 
previous year's total of 84 by 36 payments. 

 Membership Standard % + / - Discounted % + / - 

One Year 

£7.50, 67 no., 38.85% 
(£502.00) of member 
payments +67.61% 

£4.00, 10 no., 3.10% 
(£40) of  

member payments -(16.67)% 

Three Years 

£18.00, 39 no., 54.33% 
(£702.00) of member 
payments +25.81% 

£12.00, 4 no., 3.72% 
(£48.00) of member 
payments +33.33% 

 

Donations Income Overview: 

• Total Donations: £784.24, accounting for 28.61% of total donation income. 

Increase from 2023/24: This represents an impressive 1,754.56% increase (£636.38) compared 
to the 2023/24 total. 

 

Milestones and Details: 

• In June 2024, we launched our CAF Direct Giving website, which has contributed to the 
increase in donations. 

The first donation through the platform was received in June 2024, followed by a second 
donation in September 2024. 

This year (2024) has seen more donations than the combined total of the previous four years 
(2020–2023) and marks the highest amount since 2022. 
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Records Income Overview: 

• Total Income from Record Searches: £600.77, making up 21.92% of total records 
income. 

Year-over-Year Change: This represents a 56.78% decrease (£789.23) compared to the 2023/24 
total of £1,390.00. 

 Trends and Observations: 

• Income from 'Record Searches' has declined for the third consecutive year. 

This financial year (2023/24) saw 12 record searches, compared to 28 in the previous year 
(2023/24), reflecting a notable reduction in both the number of searches and the total income 
generated. 

  

Total Income as of September 30, 2024: 

• Current Financial Year (2023/24): The total income stands at £2,741.11. 

Comparison to 2023/24: This marks a 12.74% increase (£309.68) compared to the previous 
financial year’s total of £2,431.43. 

  

EXPENDITURE 

Total expenditure for the year ending September 30, 2024, stands at £4,581.68. This represents 
a 371.80% increase (£3,610.58) compared to the 2023/24 total of £971.10. 

 

Trends and Observations: 

  

• Meeting, Event & Social Expenditure (as of September 30, 2024): £685.00, representing 
14.95% of overall expenditure. 

Year-over-Year Change: There was no expenditure recorded for the 2023/24 period. 

(3x Sponsored individuals to National Bat Conference) 

  

• Admin Expenditure (as of September 30, 2024): £419.88, representing 9.16% of overall 
expenditure. 

Year-over-Year Change: This represents an 80.43% increase (£187.17) compared to the 2023/24 
total of £232.71. 

  

• Printing Expenditure (as of September 30, 2024): £132.00, representing 2.88% of overall 
expenditure. 
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Year-over-Year Change: No expenditure was recorded for the 2023/24 period. 

  

• Insurance Expenditure (as of September 30, 2024): £419.88, representing 9.16% of 
overall expenditure. 

Year-over-Year Change: No expenditure was recorded for the 2023/24 period. 

  

• Projects/Training Expenditure (as of September 30, 2024): £2,830.80, representing 
61.79% of overall expenditure. 

Year-over-Year Change: No expenditure was recorded for the 2023/24 period. 

(Bedfont bat boxes) 

  

• Committee/member expenses (as of September 30, 2024): £459.00, representing 
10.02% of overall expenditure. 

Year-over-Year Change: This represents a 91.74% increase (£219.61) compared to the 2023/24 
total of £239.39. 

(3x Individuals’ Sponsored Accommodation at National Bat Conference) 

  

Summary 

Total Profit for the year stands at -£1,840.57. This represents a 226.04% decrease compared to 
the 2023/24 profit of £1,460.33. 

Overall, Balance: The closing balance for the year ending 2023/24 is £30,768.30, which 
represents a 5.64% reduction compared to the previous financial year’s total of £32,608.87. 
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Trustees and Committee 
 
Chair – Philip Briggs 
Secretary – Cecilia Montauban 
Treasurer – Ray Lancashire 
Trustees – Edna Austin, Emma Little, Harriet Jones, Jess Taylor, Sophia Davies, Tajinder Lachhar 
Enquiries Officer – Magdalena Howitt 
Membership Officer – Beverly Evans 
Newsletter Editor – David Jackson 
Records Officer – Becky Wilson 
Safeguarding Officers – Magdalena Howitt, Vanessa Greenstreet 
Social Media Officers – Magdalena Howitt, Michelle Parsons, Siobhan Dempsey 
Social Secretaries – Jonah Bell, Siobhan Dempsey 
 
 

Governing Document 
The London Bat Group Constitution was finalised on 28th February 2015 and is based on the 
Charitable Commission's model 'Association' Constitution for a Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation with voting members other than its charity trustees. A copy of the constitution is 
made available, to members, on London Bat Group's email group service (Groups.io). 
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Objectives and Aims 
 
The London Bat Group's objectives are to protect and enhance London's bat populations as well 
as encourage the conservation of bats through educating and inspiring the public. The bat group 
carries out its work within the geographical area of Greater London. 
 
The London Bat Group aims to: 
 
• Advance the protection and conservation of bats, their roosts, feeding areas and 
• hibernacula in Greater London (and other parts of the UK if deemed appropriate). 
• Educate the public and the Group’s members in all matters related to bats. 
• Maintain a pool of licensed volunteer bat workers who can visit roost sites and provide 

expert assistance on matters relating to bats in Greater London. 
 
The area the Bat Group covers is shown in the map below: 
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Committee Meetings 
 
A total of three committee meetings were held, in March, June and September. All were held via 
Zoom. The AGM was held on 6th November, also on Zoom.   
 
 

Donations and Support 
 
The London Bat Group provides donations, grants and support to causes that align with our 
objective and aims. A project funding application is available on our email service, Groups.io, 
and is promoted during Bat Group meetings. Donations can be made to members or non-
members. Donations requests are assessed on how closely they align to the Bat Group’s aims 
and are voted on by members during Bat Group meetings. The Bat Group also aims to provide 
grants to members whose activities are considered to provide added value for the Bat Group 
and bat conservation. 
 
In 2023 expenditure was mainly on purchase of a laptop for managing records and record 
requests, plus admin expenses such as Zoom account and other annual fees. We will be looking 
at putting funds towards bat projects in London in 2024. 
 
London Bat Group members provided in-kind contributions to the Bat Conservation Trust’s 
barbastelle roost monitoring project in Sussex by contributing time to provide vital assistance 
with the project. See Projects for more information. 
 

 
 
London Bat Group members assisting with BCT’s barbastelle monitoring project in Sussex 
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Training 
 
Two National Bat Monitoring Programme workshops were run with free places for LBG 
members: NBMP Level 1 focussing on the Waterway Survey, and NBMP Level 2 covering more 
in-depth bat detection and ID skills to enable volunteers to take part in the Field Survey. The first 
was run online, the second in Hyde Park, thanks to the support of Royal Parks. A few members 
also took the opportunity to attend some bat trapping and handling training in Sussex. There will 
be more regular opportunities for LBG members to participate in this type of training within 
London over the next year. 
 

    
 
Online National Bat Monitoring Programme training / Bat trapping and handling training 
 
One of our long-term Volunteer Bat Roost Visitor (VBRV) trainers, John Tovey, stood down from 
this role in 2023. Many thanks to John for the many years of training and the many VBRVs he has 
trained. John ran training in collaboration with the group’s other VBRV trainer, Alison Fure, who 
has kindly agreed to continue delivering the training if we can find a new trainer to help deliver 
the training. An experienced VBRV, Tim Bradford, has kindly come forward and will be attending 
the next VBRV training for trainers weekend in March 2024, run by the Bat Conservation Trust on 
behalf of Natural England. There is much demand for VBRV training among bat group members 
so hopefully this will enable more people to be trained in this vital bat conservation role within 
London in 2024. 
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Projects 
 
National Bat Monitoring Programme 
 
There was excellent take-up of additional National Bat Monitoring Programme (NBMP) sites for 
the Field Survey and Waterway Survey in London this year, largely due to LBG members taking 
on new or repeat sites. So far data for 2023 have been submitted for 35 Field Survey sites, 15 of 
which had not been surveyed in 2022; and 23 Waterway Survey sites, 10 of which had not been 
surveyed in 2022. Seven summer roosts were surveyed as part of the Roost Count and four 
winter hibernacula as part of the Hibernation Survey. The latter include the two Highgate 
Tunnels sites that are monitored each year by London Bat Group. 
 

 
 
LBG members carrying out a Waterway Survey in Richmond Park 
 

     
 
NBMP Field Survey (left) and Waterway Survey (right) sites surveyed in London in 2023 
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Natterer’s bats hibernating in Highgate Tunnels 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Barbastelle roost monitoring 
 
Nine members took the opportunity to assist with BCT’s barbastelle roost monitoring project at 
the Mens in West Sussex in August. LBG’s help with this project was a significant component of 
its successful delivery and it was a great opportunity for members to get experience of 
monitoring a rare species with the use of thermal imaging cameras. We had great views of the 
bats emerging, including juveniles limbering up by stretching their wings before flying. 
 

 
 
Night vision camera screenshot of a barbastelle emerging from a tree roost 
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Richmond Bat Species Action Plan 
 
Four members of LBG are part of the Richmond Bat Species Action Plan steering group and here 
are a few highlights from the borough of Richmond this year: 
 
In August 2022 a Daubenton’s bat maternity roost was found under a bridge in Barnes. We did a 
couple of winter inspections under the bridge but didn’t find any signs of bats remaining there to 
hibernate. 

     
 
Daubenton’s bat maternity roost under a bridge in 2022 / Survey for hibernating bats in winter 
2023 
 
WWT London Wetland Centre has a disused exhibit, a replica of a trapper’s log cabin, which we 
assessed as having high potential to be used by roosting bats. In Feb 2022 a herald moth was 
found hibernating there and as this species is often found hibernating with bats the conditions 
may be suitable for bat hibernation too. We proposed that the log cabin could be given over to 
bats and WWT agreed. Bat information boards have now been put around the outside walls and 
a heated maternity bat box has been installed on the outside. This will be switched on in the 
spring with the hope that it will attract a maternity colony of bats. Before the winter we plan to 
hang pieces of hessian cloth inside the cabin for bats to hibernate behind. 
 

 
 
Newly modified “bat lodge” at WWT London Wetland Centre 
 
Marble Hill Park in Twickenham has an icehouse which in 2010 was the subject of a study by 
John Tovey as to its suitability for hibernating bats and a proposal to English Heritage on how it 
could be made accessible to bats. At the time this didn’t succeed in getting approval from EH 
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but current staff at the site are now actively interested in pursuing this project. The barrier now 
is that the icehouse has a large population of cave spiders Meta bourneti which are also of high 
biodiversity value, so we need to reassure the site staff that giving access to bats won’t have a 
negative impact on the spiders. We are in the process of putting together a new proposal to EH. 
 

    
 
Marble Hill ice house 
 
We revisited the Warren Footpath project with the help of a few members of LBG. This project 
first took place from 2008-2012 and involved changing the expensive and very light-polluting 
streetlights along this stretch of the Thames with more environmentally friendly LED lighting 
designed to have low levels of light spill on the river and surrounding vegetation, with LUX levels 
temporarily increasing only when triggered by a walker or cyclist approaching each lighting 
column. We did before and after bat monitoring to assess whether the change in lighting had 
had a positive impact on bat activity levels. The results were encouraging but we have long 
planned to do repeat monitoring to assess bat activity several years down the line. In 2023 we 
received lottery funding to repeat the monthly surveys, again with the help of volunteers 
including LBG members. A summary of results has been submitted to the Heritage Lottery 
Fund. 
 

Events and Talks 
London Bat Group aims to organise a number of talks and events for Bat Group members 
throughout the year and attend events to promote bats and bat conservation to members of the 
public. 
 
An LBG social & bat walk/survey was held in Battersea Park on 23rd September 2023. Fifteen 
members (plus a member’s brother!) attended. It was great to have a good turn-out of members 
old and new meeting each other. We recorded four species around the lake: common 
pipistrelle, soprano pipistrelle, Nathusius’ pipistrelle and Leisler’s bat. There was lots of activity 
of the first three, just one detection of the last species. The records have been shared with 
Brieannah Mollison-Read, Wandsworth Citizen Science Officer, who is keen to do further bat 
monitoring at their larger sites and will be in touch with the group for advice. 
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LBG members at the LBG social / bat walk in Battersea Park 
 

 
 
Bat records from the bat walk in Battersea Park 
 
Two online talks were run which were well attended and well received: “Application of airborne 
DNA to bat surveys” by Joanne Littlefair from Queen Mary University of London; and “The 
Diversity of Bats” by Abby Packham from BCT. 
 
Events attended by LBG included the Love Your Zoo event at Battersea Park Children’s Zoo in 
June where we had a joint stand with BCT, and the Bugs, Birds and Beasts day at Silwood Park in 
July. Several members attended Chris Packham’s Restore Nature Now rally outside the Defra 
offices in September. 
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Love Your Zoo event in Battersea Park, June 2023 
 

 
 

Bugs, Birds and Beasts day at Silwood Park, July 2023 
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Restore Nature Now rally outside Defra office, September 2023 
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Accounts 
 
 

London Bat Group Accounts 2022-2023 

Period 1st October 2022 to 30th September 2023 

 

Income 
Membership £941.50 
Donations £36.27 
Records £1,390.00 
Survey inc - 
Boat ticket sales - 
Bank interest £63.66 
Unidentified donations - 

TOTAL £2,431.43 
 

Outgoings 
Equipment £499.00 
Equipment repairs - 
Meetings, events & social - 
Admin £232.71 
Boat services - 
Insurance - 
Bat Atlas Project** - 
Project/Training - 
LBG Giving - 
Staff/volunteer expenses £239.39 

TOTAL £971.10 
 

Income less expenses £1,460.33 
Opening balance £31,148.54 
Add ‘profit’ £1,460.33 
Transfer of funds from Co-Op account - 
Closing balance £32,608.87 

 

LBG is currently in the process of developing a reserves policy in time for the next AGM in 
autumn 2024. 
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LBG Accounts 2022  

  

  
Period 1st October 2021 to 30th September 
2022  

  
Income 2022 

  
Membership  £                                                          420.50  

Donations  £                                                          332.75  

Records  £                                                       2,040.00  

Survey inc  £                                                                -    

Boat ticket sales  £                                                                -    

Bank interest  £                                                           12.78  

Unidentified donations  £                                                                -    

Total income  £                                                       2,806.03  

  

  

  
Outgoings  

  
 Equipment   £                                                                -    

 Equipment repairs   £                                                                -    

 Meetings, Events & Social   £                                                                -    

 Admin   £                                                          162.00  

 Boat surveys   £                                                                -    

 Insurance   £                                                                -    

 Bat Atlas Project**   £                                                                -    

 Projects/Training   £                                                                -    

 LBG Giving   £                                                       5,000.00  

 Staff/volunteer expenses   £                                                                -    

 Total Outgoings   £                                                       5,162.00  

  

 Income less expenses  -£                                                       2,355.97  

  

  
 Opening bank balance   £                                                     33,504.51  

 add "profit"  -£                                                       2,355.97  

 transfer of funds from Co-Op account   £                                                                -    

  

 Closing Balance   £                                                     31,148.54  
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LBG Accounts 2021

Period 1st October 2020 to 30th September 2021

Income 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013

Membership 837.5 887 873 1134.5 569 597 405.5 622.5 £927.00
Donations 289.7 117.5 2992.65 1292.83 1219.45 571.02 895.15 1137.65 £687.67
Records 3630 2615 3448 4940 2940 3680 5250 4255 £5,545.00
Survey inc 0 0 0 0 0 0 £250.00
Boat ticket sales 0 0 0 0 0 100
Bank interest 0 65 0 0 6.26 25.71 40.72 23.86
Unidentified donations 40
Total income 4797.2 3619.5 7378.65 7367.33 4728.45 4854.28 6576.36 6155.87 £7,433.53

Outgoings

Equipment 358.1 3713.51 2581.88 0 12213.06 190.78 £1,907.38
Equipment repairs 0 0 £43.20
Meetings, Events & Social 157.95 1157.03 137.3 130 83 50 £162.33 £120.82
Admin 338.88 174 90 84 0 0 36 £108 £108.00
Boat surveys 0 0 £130
Insurance 0 500 £45
Bat Atlas Project** 0 0 200
Projects/Training 62.8 594.15 0 1550 £5,785.26 £6,862.99
LBG Giving 1625.11 491 1000 250
Staff/volunteer expenses 193.59 67.86
Total Outgoings 338.88 2315.16 5451.54 3865.98 974.15 12796.06 2026.78 7962.97 7310.01

Income less expenses 4458.32 1304.34 1927.11 3501.35 3754.3 -7941.78 4549.58 -£1,807.10 £123.52

Opening bank balance 27,121.41                                                           27,122.41                                                           23,348.33               19,839.48               16085.18 24026.96 19,477.38 21,284.48     £21,160.96
add "profit" 4458.32 1304.34 1927.11 3501.35 3754.3 -7941.78 4549.58 -£1,807.10 £123.52
transfer of funds from Co-Op account 1198.03 1199.03

Closing Balance 32,777.76                                                          29,625.78                                                          25,275.44               23,340.83               19839.48 16085.18 24,026.96 19,477.38     £21,284.48
(as at 30/9/2021)
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Accounts 

At the financial year end (30/09/18) London Bat Group's bank account balance stands at 
£25,275. 

See table below.  

Prepared Andreia Del Costa  (Treasurer and trustee), 20th November 2019 

Audited by Becky Wilson (Chair and trustee), 30th November 2019 
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