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ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2024

Berrymead Hall  is  registered with  the Charity  Commission,  as Berrymead Evangelical  Church,
under Charity number 1160382. Our governing document is a Trust Deed dated 7 November 2014.
We currently have eight trustees. These are Hemanth Burgula, Peter Ernest Dean, Juan Herrera,
Ximena Herrera, Donovan Julies, Joanne Oluwafikayo Showunmi, Joseph Olufemi Showunmi, and
Rosemary Sylvester. The Managing Trustees during 2023 were Hemanth Burgula, Sidney Parker,
Joseph Showunmi and Peter Dean. Sidney Parker died on the 29 th March 2024. Sidney played a
very important part in the life of the Church, Further details of Sidney’s contribution to Berrymead
are shown below.  Our address is Berrymead Hall, Avenue Road, Acton, London, W3 8NL. 

The Church’s bankers are TSB Bank plc.

The Church’s accountants are David Smith & Co., 7 Grosvenor Gardens, London, SW1W 0AF.   

The Church’s Custodian Trustees are the Church Growth Trust, 1 Manor Farm Barns, Baines Lane, Oakham, Rutland,
LE15 9HP.

The objects of the Church for the public benefit are to advance the Christian faith, in accordance
with the Statement of Beliefs and Practices set out on page 4, in Acton, London, and in such other
parts of the United Kingdom or the world as the Trustees may from time to time think fit.

Sidney Parker (always called Sid!)

Sid has been a key member of the Church for more than half a century. Over this period, in addition
to being an elder, Sid was one of the main leaders in our Covenanter group, Sunday School and
various other children’s and young people’s groups. He was always busy in the Lord’s service. His
car was constantly in use, driving our young people to a meeting or a sports event. Sid himself
loved sport and was a keen table tennis, and tennis, player. Sid was generous with his time and
with everything else! Sadly, on 4th July 2018, Sid suffered a massive stroke, which rendered him
unable to get about ever again! He needed care for the most basic things in life. From the date of
his stroke,  until he was called heavenwards, Sid required care 24 hours a day. (Sid could not even
lift his head from his pillow.) Sid’s carers had a floor-to-ceiling hoist to enable them to move him
around.  In  spite  of  all  his  handicaps,  and  disability,  caused  by  the  stroke,  Sid  never  once
complained! On the contrary, Sid was always an encourager of those who came to visit him!  He
truly is a great example of grace and patience in the face of extreme suffering; a loyal follower and
friend of the Lord Jesus. An illustration of the impact that Sid had on those who knew him could be
taken  from  the  thanksgiving  service  held  for  him.  At  that  time,  our  average  Sunday  church
congregation would be around 25 people. More than a hundred were present for Sid’s thanksgiving
service! He is greatly missed!
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BERRYMEAD EVANGELICAL CHURCH  

ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2024 (CONT’)

Commentary on the year 

We have continued to encourage our people to meet in person, rather than online, this year. We
have also offered an online option, whenever possible. The number of people attending our main
weekly gathering (our Family Service), in person, remains at, around, 25. We also meet in person
for our Tuesday evening Bible studies, our children’s Thursday Club and our Saturday morning
prayer meetings. These meetings were held throughout the year, except for school holidays. We
continue to have a lot of serious illness amongst our members. In spite of this we have experienced
a lot of encouragement and enjoy good relationships with one another.

A Family Service was held each Sunday in 2024. A joint service with Acton Baptist Church, and
the House of Transformation, was held in January. A further joint service with Acton Baptist Church
took  place  in  October.  (These  joint  services  took  place  at  Acton  Baptist  Church’s  premises.)
Outside speakers were able to preach in person at many of our Family Services. Our children’s
Sunday Bible Club (held during the Family Service) took place quite regularly during the year.

During 2024, our commemoration of the Lord’s Death in the Breaking of Bread was held every
Sunday at Berrymead Hall. Sadlyly, there were no baptisms during the year.

We were unable to hold our Tuesday Coffee Mornings during much of 2024. This was due to the
sickness of some of it’s leaders. 

The Good News paper was delivered each month, to  two blocks of flats on the Acton Gardens
estate and to Berrymead Gardens. 

Special Events

We were able to go to Long Crendon, for Awaydays, twice during 2024. These are occasions that
we benefit greatly from. We held Carols by Candlelight in our church building in December. 

World mission. We continue to pray for, and give financial support to, missionary work in Belgium,
Brazil, Burkina Faso, Ecuador, France, India, the Muslim world and Thailand. 

Finance 

Our members continue to give their offerings via bank transfer, rather than in cash. The LORD has
blessed  us  through  their  generosity.  We  have  been  able  to  give  around  £35,900  to  support
missionaries and charities, during 2024.

General Fund: Income for the year was £20,323 more than in 2023. This increase was due to a
legacy of £28,511, from Enid Harris. Expenditure was £5,826 more than that for the previous year.
We gave gifts, totalling £7,500, to five Christian charities based in Ealing. At the year’s end there
was a surplus (before transfers to Restricted Funds) of £38,996. Transfers from the Fund were
required to meet deficits on the Building Fund (£5,360), Christian Aid Fund (£181), Equipment and 
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       BERRYMEAD EVANGELICAL CHURCH  

ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2024 (CONT’)

DOCTRINES 

We believe in:

1. The Divine Inspiration, Authority and Sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures

2. The Unity of the Godhead with the distinction of Persons in that Unity, namely the Father, and
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, to whom equal honour is due

3. (a) That the Son of God truly became man, being begotten of the Holy Ghost, and born of the
Virgin Mary

3.  (b) That His death was a sacrifice to God and a propitiation for the remission of sins

3.  (c) That He was raised from the dead

3.  (d) That He ascended to the right hand of God, and is now the all-sufficient High Priest of His
people

3.  (e) That He will come again to receive them unto Himself and to set up His Kingdom

1. That in consequence of the fall of Adam, man became “lost” “without strength” and at
“enmity against God”

2. The need of the Holy Spirit’s work in regeneration and sanctification

3. (a) That the justification of the sinner before God is by faith alone

6.  (b) That every justified one is also born of God

6.  (c) That such new birth results in and is made evident by holiness of life and good works

4. (a) That at death the spirit of man does not cease to exist, or become unconscious

5. (b)  That  the  dead  will  be  raised  either  to  life  or  to  condemnation;  and  that  the
blessedness of the righteous and the punishment of the unrighteous will  be alike
eternal

PRACTICES 

1.The customary observance of the ordinance of Believer‟s Baptism by immersion on personal
confession of faith, and the commemoration of the Lord‟s Death in the Breaking of Bread on the
first day of the week in so far as circumstances allow. 

2. The reception at the Lord‟s table of all believers known to be sound in faith and godly in life. 
3. The conducting of meetings for worship under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, with opportunity
for the exercise in the assembly of all true gifts for edification, subject to the Lordship of Christ.
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BERRYMEAD EVANGELICAL CHURCH  

ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2024 (CONT’)

ACCOUNTING POLICIES

The financial  statements, incorporating a Statement of Financial Affairs, have been prepared in
accordance  with  the  Statement  of  Accounting  Practice  (SORP  FRS  102)  “Accounting  and
Reporting by Charities”, issued in 2000 by the Charity Commissioners for England and Wales, and
with applicable Accounting Standards. The particular accounting policies adopted by the Elders are
described below:

1. ACCOUNTING CONVENTION 

The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention.

2. RESOURCES EXPENDED

Direct Charitable Expenditure

Includes all expenditure directly related to the objects of the Church

Other expenditure

This is analysed under the following two sub-headings, as required by the SORP

Income Generation and Promotion

 Costs incurred in publicity

Management and administration of the Church

 Expenditure  incurred  in  the  management  of  the  Church’s  assets,  organisational
administration and compliance with constitutional and statutory requirements.
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