
Information required for your annual report
This is for Charities not subject to full Audit

This information is required in order for you to comply with reporting requirements 
under the Charities Act. Please write your responses exactly as you want them to 
appear in your accounts. Use your mouse or tab key to move from grey box to grey 
box to complete this form. Once completed, save it and email it back to us. This is your
chance to tell people what you do. Feel free to write as much as you like and we will 
put this into the report and accounts. 

Group’s full name:
 Bulwell Forest Garden     
Other names by which you are known:
 BFG. Bulwell Forest Community Garden     
The main contact address for the organisation:
 C/O 42 The Spinney, Bestwood Village, Nottingham NG6 8TG    

Your charity registration number:        1160072    
And (if applicable) 
Your company registration number:  07900256     

Names of all current trustees, (directors) 
Name Start date if not serving since 

the start of this accounting 
period
dd/mm/yy

Office held (if 
applicable)

 Karen Thompson             Chair     
 Jill Burn            Secretary     
 Joy Rice            Trustee    
 Nigel Page            Trustee    
 Sharon Daley            Trustee    
 Katy Leather            Trustee    
 Julie Clarke            Trustee    
 Robert Watchorn            Trustee    
 Bill Blackamore             Trustee    

Names of other trustees, (directors) who have served during the period 
covered by the accounts but are not currently serving. (Continue on a 
separate sheet if necessary)

Name Date of resignation/departure
dd/mm/yy

           
           
           
           



The names, job titles and remuneration & benefits paid to your senior 
management staf  Barbara Bates, Part time Development Manager £19,704    

The methods adopted for the recruitment and appointment of new trustees 
(How are your trustees appointed?):
 Trustees must live or work in Bulwell or Bulwell Forest. Positions are advertised on-site
and in
social media/website, sometimes stating particular skills or background preferred to 
maintain
diverse representation of local residents. New trustees must be recommended by an 
existing
trustee and agreed in a committee meeting.     

Objectives and activities 

What are the formal purposes (objectives) of your charity, as set out in your governing 
document?
   a) To advance education and training, and relieve unemployment for inhabitants of 
Bulwell
b) To relieve poverty, promote health and provide recreation and leisure facilities in the
interest of
social welfare, in particular through the promotion of a horticulture project.
c) To sell locally sourced produce at a low cost to those accessing the project.     

What are your main activities? (the things you do in order to achieve the objectives)
   Activities we provide to achieve these outcomes include growing fruit and 
vegetables, cooking workshops and a weekly lunch club, seasonal events (eg Harvest 
Festival and Community Picnics), training workshops, environmental craft sessions, 
family activity days, outdoor yoga sessions, forest school, men in sheds, Let's Get 
Growing (outreach grow your own project), and a weekly market shop.  From 1 
February 2021 to 31 January 2022, there were 5703 engagements by members of the 
community with the Garden.    

How do these activities benefit the public?
   Improved community cohesion (reducing isolation and increasing engagement 
across age and
cultural barriers) Improved Health and well-being (increasing physical activity, 
healthier eating and
developing self-confidence).    

Please confirm that you have considered the charity Commission’s guidance on ‘public 
benefit’.
Click here for a link to this guidance.
  I can confirm that I have read and considered the above.     

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-benefit-the-public-benefit-requirement-pb1


Summary of the main achievements during the period 
What did you actually do? (You could add some statistics if you like, and give more 
detail of your activities):
  Despite being unable to deliver Lunch Club and Forest School throughout February 
and March, and being unable to deliver school holiday sessions until August because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, we still engaged with 5703 local people throughout the 
year. This was by large thanks to connecting with local households through our Let's 
Get Growing outreach project and our weekly on site market stall, selling plants and 
produce at an affordable price. Our volunteers continue to be the backbone of the 
project, and we are truly blessed to have so many committed people who work hard 
in many different ways to ensure the project runs smoothly, from gardening and land 
management to cooking, event planning and delivery. 

We have supported 60 volunteers in their roles, with 67 reports of feeling valued, 50 
reports of feeling less lonely, 201 reports of feeling happier, 548 reports of feeling 
more active, 490 reports of improved diet and 135 reports of learning new skills.

We have provided 287 donations of fruit and vegetables to our volunteers, 1147 sales 
of fruit and vegetables to the community and served 803 meals at Lunch Club. We 
have provided activities and food to 1303 people during school holidays for families 
and 520 grow your own packs with accompanying video tutorial to Let's Get Growing 
members.

We have strengthened our partnership with local schools, welcoming 4 primary 
schools for activity days, as well as our usual visits from Cubs, Guides and Scouts. 
Nature in Mind continue to use our space for yoga, tai chi and Lunch Club visits with 
their members    

Financial review
Please comment on your financial position at the end of the reporting period 
(You might for example, refer to the surplus or deficit you’ve made, or the movement 
in the fund balances. Are you happy? – the choice is yours. )
 BFG completed 2 Lottery Reaching Communities grants this year, there was a total 
underspend of £7,432 which was carried over to a new 2 year grant from the Lottery 
Community Fund. BFG relies on grants and donations to function, but with the help of a
£15,000 grant added to the Community Fund we are looking into how we can develop 
into becoming more sustainable. BFG has several other grants which are all going to 
plan. We are in a comfortable position at present but are always planning for the 
future.   

What is your policy on reserves? (Your policy should include: why you need 
reserves, the target level, your current position, your plans to increase or use your 



reserves and how often you review this policy. If you do not need reserves you should 
explain the reason.)
 BFG operates within a robust income and project expenditure framework.
Reserves shall be maintained at a level which ensures that Bulwell Forest Garden's 
core activity
could continue for a minimum of three months during a period of difficulty. This year 
we have
improved yet again to maintain this level and the group is pleased with this progress.
The financial policy is reviewed on an annual basis.     

What financial risks do you face?
 There is always a chance that funding from grants will decrease, but we are working 
on a
strategic business plan thanks to the lottery grant to reduce our risks and become 
more self sustainable. If we were unable to secure future funding we would have 
difficulties giving support to our more vulnerable volunteers and services to the 
community.      

If any of your funds are in deficit, what are you planning to do about it?
No funds are in deficit. We follow the individual budget for each grant.     

Detailed information if you hold funds for 3rd parties (other groups or 
individuals): names and their main objects, a description of the assets held, opening 
balances/ in/ out/ closing balances
 N/A    

Funds

If your accounts include any designated or restricted funds, the notes to the 
accounts need to include a short explanation of the purpose and of each 
fund. 
For example: 
Name of fund: “The vehicle replacement fund”
Purpose:  “To build up sufficient funds to replace vehicles on a 5 year schedule”  

For each fund you hold, please give the details:
 2 Lottery reaching communities grants were completed this year and the underspend 
of £7,432 was transferred to a new Lottery Community Fund. This new grant is over 2 
years and is for salaries and fees, it also includes a £15,000 development fund.

Awards for All 19 completed,  fees and garden works.
Bestwood Partnership ongoing, forest school fees and resources.
Bestwood Partnership Events completed, fees and resources for summer and Xmas 
events.
Bestwood partnership 21 ongoing, lunch club fees and resources.
Boots 2020 completed, fees for garden workers.
Comic relief 20 completed, fees for events, garden work and resources.
Defra completed, food preparation, donation and delivery
Garfield Weston ongoing, core funding.



Green Space new grant, fees for volunteer support worker.
JN Derbyshire ongoing, fees and resources for let’s get growing videos and workshops
NCC 20 completed, fees and resources.
NCC 21 completed, fees and resources.
NCH 21 ongoing, fees and resources.
NET completed, fees for workshops and garden work.
2 small grants have yet again been carried over from 2020 for events cancelled due to
covid.     

Additional information

This is a chance to add any other information to your report.

For example: if you give grants, what is your policy? Do you want to say anything 
about your funders or supporters?  

 BFG relies on grants and donations and we are very grateful for the donations we 
have received this year from the local community and individuals.     












































