
Southwold Museum & Historical Society
Trustees Report 

I  start this year’s report by reporting on the very sad loss of two of our Trustees, both of
whom were very valued members of the Society. 

Val Waters, one of our joint curators, died suddenly earlier this year.  She always contributed
with so much diligence and enthusiasm in the role, alongside her twin sister Jo Flunder, and
will be very much missed by all those connected with the running of the Museum. Jo has very
kindly agreed to continue as curator, assisted by Pam Hallworth, as she is sure that would
have been Val’s wish for her to do so.

David Holland, our previous Treasurer, had to resign due to ill health last year, and has sadly
also died recently.   He had worked hard to get our accounts and finances in order and his
contribution is very much appreciated by all the Trustees. We are very fortunate that Andrew
Wallington-Smith has been able to take over David’s role and keep our finances under control.
  
The year saw a return to the full  opening of the Museum post covid, and visitor numbers
continued to hold up.  Despite a reduction in the level of our Steward volunteers we have
managed to keep the Museum open by operating with only one steward where our volunteers
were comfortable to do so. As ever, we are always looking for more volunteer stewards to
assist.

Details of our accounts are attached along with the Treasurer’s comments. Due to several
generous  donations  and  continued cost  controls,  our  financial  position  has  strengthened,
which has timed well in readiness for the expenditure on the failing Museum infrastructure
that I reported on last year. We will also need to be particularly vigilant on our cost control
this year with current inflationary pressures.

The building work will now be planned a little later then originally intended mainly due to
technicalities regarding the nature of the work itself, but hopefully the work will be started
once the Museum closes this Autumn 

Lectures continued to be well supported and have benefited by the move of location to the
Stella Peskett Hall. The programme of lectures is always varied and are usually focused on
local history, however in the future this will be expanded to cover topics of a wider historical
nature.

We  were  able  to  resume  our  visits  last  year  and  organised  a  visit  to  Landguard  Fort,
Felixstowe.  We enjoyed a very interesting tour of the fort, followed by lunch in Felixstowe.
We are planning to organise another visit this coming year and Helen Jarvis would welcome
any suggestions for future visits.  Please email her at  helen.jarvis7@hotmail.co.uk with any
specific requests.
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This year our AGM and Annual Dinner is being held at The Harbour Inn on Wednesday, 3rd May
(details attached) and we look forward to seeing many of you there.

Rhys Jarvis
10th April 2023








