
                                                     

 

 

Annual Report 

2021 
Space2Create is a Charitable 

Incorporated Organisation 

 

Registered Charity No. 1159664 

 

 

 

 

Space2Create 

Studio 31 (Unit 31) 

The Factory 

Castle Mills 

Aynam Road 

Kendal 

LA9 7DE 

(01539) 482540 

info@space2create.co.uk 

www.space2create.co.uk 

http://www.space2create.co.uk/


 
2 

 

Contents: 

 

1. Trustees        3 

2. How we provide public benefit     3 

3. Managers Report       4 

4. Activities for the public benefit 2018    4 

5. Volunteers and Service Users     6 

6. Organisational Links       6    

7. Financial Report       7 

8. Accounts        7 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
3 

 

1. Trustees’ Annual Report 2021 

This is the Trustees’ Annual Report detailing the activities by Space2Create for the public benefit and 

its finances during the period 1st January 2021 to 31st December 2021. 

Trustees are: 

Julie Tait – Chair  

Karen Fishwick – Treasurer 

Jan Write 

Julie Thomas – Secretary 

Jamie Barnes 

Alison Barnes 

 

2. How we provide public benefit. 

Space2Create provides public benefit in three ways.  

Firstly by providing a range of creative activities and opportunities in our studios and the wider 

community. We believe that creative activity in a social setting with a mutually-supportive group 

helps improve an individual’s well-being, self-confidence, self-esteem and self-reliance. Within group 

sessions we ensure a positive atmosphere with outcomes that boost an individual and incorporate 

the recommended five ways to well-being: to connect, be active, take notice, learn and give.We aim 

to move people forward into volunteering, education, employment or other ways they can be useful 

and participating members of their local community. 

Secondly, we provide space and resources for other groups to meet or be creative. We have lots of 

space in our studios which we make available to other organisations or individuals who have similar 

aims to our own when we are not using them. We also have a large selection of creative resources 

which can be used by those groups. 

Finally, we hold exhibitions in our gallery space and other locations which show off the achievements 

of our Service Users. We also use these exhibitions to challenge stigma and inform the public about 

the mental and physical health problems our Service Users face. We also give opportunities for any 

artist struggling to create despite some form of mental or physical illness or disability. We also give 

opportunity to local artists to exhibit and collaborate with other local and national organisations to 

present projects that reflect our aims. 

 

Figure 1: Space2Create Service User Journey 
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3. Managers Statement 

2021 has been a year characterised in all respects of the charity by the phrase “Things can only get 

better”. We started the year in Covid Lockdown until March when we finally were released and able 

to plan a way forward. We were slowly able to move from no sessions at the unit to restoring our 

services to an almost normal level. 

It proved the case for our finances too moving from a period in the first quarter of extreme concern 

over the state of our income to an increasingly strong position as the year progressed. 

2021 has been a year over recovery and return. Exhibitions started again in September with the 

Green Door Art Trail and we saw the return of some of the other users of our unit. 

As always I want to say a big thank you to the volunteers and staff without whom the charity would 

have collapsed. Their tireless and loyal support enabled S2C to survive and build towards a stronger 

organisation. 

Mat Butler 

Manage 

 

4. Activities for the Public Benefit In 2021 

a) Group Sessions Returning after March 2021 

Up until the end of March S2C provided online sessions and pre-recorded video content. Over a few 

weeks there was a transition period of mixed face to face and online content until full normal 

sessions were resumed. 

Tuesdays: 2Create 9.30-12 & TuCreate 1-3 

Wednesday: WeCreate 9.30-12 

Thursdays: Craft & Chat 9.30-12 

Friday: WellArt 9.30-12  

Saturday: Writing Group 10-12 

 

c) Other Organisations benefiting from use of Unit 31 and S2C resources 

Hub Club 

Space2Create continued to support the Hub Club providing space and resources for them to meet for 

two sessions in the week where possible. Hub Club supports adult with leaning disabilities running an 

art session and a sing and sign session each week. 
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Sandgate School 

When normal sessions resumed pupils from the final year at Sandgate School attended Tuesday 

afternoon sessions. The pupils were in small groups for blocks of six weeks supported by a learning 

assistant from the school. The pupils all had a variety of special needs. 

Repair Café 

The Repair Café started using the unit for a monthly session in the evening. This allowed people to 

bring items to be fixed rather than thrown away. Food is also provided on the night by the Kendal 

Peoples Café. They also hold a monthly skills session over a weekend teaching a variety of skills. 

Green Door Artists 

Green Door hire the unit for regular board and committee meetings as well as a venue for the annual 

Green Door Art Trail which sees large numbers of people through the unit giving an opportunity to 

promote our work to a new audience. 

d) Exhibitions 

We held no exhibitions until September 2021 as we felt that with the various Covid restriction in 

place it was not viable or safe to do so. We had a permanent exhibition of work by Service Users and 

Staff in place over this time. 

Green Door Art Trail 2021 

The Art Trail saw eight artists exhibiting within the unit and open to the public. While numbers were 

down understandably on previous events there was a steady stream of visitors over the weekend. 

Art Of Remembrance 

An exhibition by the South Lakes Arts. This exhibition was inspired by any form of remembrance and 

resulted in a high quality and emotive show. The opening was very poorly attended and visitor 

numbers were very low in the post lockdown period. 
 

e) Projects within local community 

Library Sculptures 

We were approached by Kendal Library to produce some form of sculpture work to hang in the 

rotunda. The Library offered a selection of books to work with that had been withdrawn from the 

Library. Working with Service Users we designed and built a large bird sculpture from the book pages 

around a wire frame along woth several smaller abstract pieces. These were then hung in the 

rotunda above people heads as they walked into the Library. We received a lot of very positive 

feedback from the project and again introduced S2C to people we would not normally reach. 

Face2Face 

S2C Service Users took part in the Face2Face project at Cartmel Priory. This involved decorating 

masks in wats which represented people mental health over the lockdown period. A large number 

took part and these were hung inside the Priory to great effect. 
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f) Events and shows 

Most events and shows continued to be cancelled or postponed in 2021 so we had no opportunities 

to take part in any. 

5. Volunteers and Service Users 

Service Users 

Service User numbers continued to be restricted this year as we came from lockdown into a time of 

restrictions. As a support group we had some flexibility to run sessions but had to maintain distances, 

so our capacity was significantly reduced. To counter this we introduced a booking system. 

Many of our Service Users were very badly effected by the pandemic and many reported increased 

anxiety and a worsening in their conditions. We had many enquiries from new people who had no 

previous history of mental Health issues but had suffered with anxiety and isolation issues over the 

lockdowns. 

Volunteers 

As we restarted sessions we struggled to find enough volunteers to meet the needs of the groups. 

Apart from a core few volunteers many had moved on, experienced changes in their circumstances 

or had new employment such they could no longer volunteer. There was very high demand for 

volunteers post pandemic and we found recruiting extremely difficult. We can only pay tribute to the 

core of volunteers who were able to continue supporting the charity in an extremely difficult time 

managing to keep things running. 

6. Organisational Links 

After the lockdowns we lost many links to organisations but were able to re-establish 

some and find new ones. We are always extremely grateful for the support these 

organisations give us without which we would not be able to deliver the services we 

do. 

• Cumbria Voluntary Service 

• Kendal Town Council 

• South Lakeland District Council 

• Hub Club 

• Green Door Artists 

• South Lakeland Arts Community 

• Many local artists 

• Kendal Arts Community 

• Community Mental Health Team 

• Cumbria County Council 

• Kendal Integrated Care Community 

• Food Club 

• Health and Wellbeing Coaches 

• Kendal Library 

• Ingalls Chartered Accountants 

And many private individuals of whom we are grateful for their support. 
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7. Financial Report 

2021 was an extremely difficult financial period at times particularly in the first and 

second quarter. With a severe dip in donations, no income from fundraisers or 

exhibitions and no income from room hire the amount of cash available to the charity 

became very low and a concern that we might have to cease operations was very real. 

Staff voluntarily decided to not be paid for a short period and held over until a number 

of grants came through securing the charities position. Towards the end of the year 

we received the forst payment in a significant bequest that promises to allow S2C to 

develop into 2022 and beyond. Funds, Grants and Donations came from the following: 

• Kendal Town Council Grant 

• South Lakeland District Council 

• National Lottery Awards For All 

• Government Small Business Covid Relief Grant 

• Cumbria Community Foundation 

• Public Donations 

• Private individual donations  

• Session donations 

• Income from room hire 

• Sales of artwork 

• Frieda Scott Trust 

• Estate of David Stretch 

 

 

8. Accounts 

2021 Accounts: 
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