
ST MARY’S CHURCH APCM 2024 

Opening Report from Rev Simon Mason 

 
 
The content of this report mainly takes the form of a vote of thanks. This goes to all those who both lead and take 
part in the life of our church family life and all the activities involved. To our Wardens, Deputy Wardens and Church 
Council I am most grateful. As we continue to move into exciting times, each one makes a vital contribution to the 
life we are celebrating. 

To our ministers, ordained and lay, we also express our deep gratitude. There is a vibrancy to our worship and 
prayer life which God is blessing and we are grateful to Him and to them. Thank you to Mark our curate for his 
ongoing support and wisdom in ministry, and to Josh our Children, Youth and Families Worker who has a deep 
involvement with wide ranging groups in our church setting, in schools and across the wider community. 

As well as excitement, we also face challenges. In common with most church buildings, there is the challenge of 
fabric issues but again we are looking with hope to resolve these and create a worship space and facility for the 
future. As we move through the coming year, as well as reflecting on the year gone by, we do so with a keen focus 
on prayer: waiting on God for his leading and direction as well as his provision in every way. 
 
Thank you to each member of our church family for the love and support shown in the wonderful work being done. 
 
With every blessing 

 
Rev Canon Simon Mason 

 
Rector of Newent 

Minutes of the APCM held on Monday 22 April 2024 at 7.30pm in church. 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Rev Simon Mason (Chairman), Roger & Elizabeth Beard, Carol Gooch, Rev Mark Dunning, Mary Dunning, 
Rev David King, Pam Roberts, Mike & Cynthia Gwinnett, Shirley Johns, Tim & Ros Greenhalgh, Sue Cook,  
Colin Tatchell, Shirley Howard, Derek & Wyn Lemarchand, Graham Barton, Kate Blethyn, Meg Roberts, 
Brenda Passant, Owain & Irene Evans, Laurence & Susan Mathew, Susannah Wardale, David & Kate Griffiths, 
Nigel & Rose Gabb, David & Jane Sherwin, Eleri Jones, Carole Brookes. 
 
APOLOGIES 
Josh Robertson, Elaine Frampton, Annee Barwell, Julie Tatchell. 
 
DEVOTIONS 
Simon opened the meeting with prayer and a few words on John 10 - “I am the good Shepherd”. 
  
VESTRY MEETING 
Elections of 

a) Church Wardens - Roger Beard & Carol Gooch   
b) Deputy Wardens - Cynthia Gwinnett & Colin Tatchell 
c) Methodist Steward - Sue Cook 
d) Baptist Secretary - Janet Roach 
e) Secretary to the Council - Carole Brookes 

Sue Cook has decided to stand down as Deputy Church Warden after several years of service.  Simon thanked 
her and presented her with a bouquet of flowers as a token of our appreciation for all her work over the years. 
 
ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 
The minutes were accepted and signed off by Simon. 
MATTERS ARISING  
No Matters Arising which are not covered elsewhere. 
ELECTION OF PCC MEMBERS  3 POSTS and 2 ADDITIONAL POSTS 
Elizabeth Beard, Jo Goodwin and Pam Roberts will all stand again. Susannah Wardale and Kate Blethyn will also 
serve. 



ELECTION OF DEANERY SYNOD REPRESENTATIVE (1 POST) 
No-one at the meeting was willing to take on this role, so Tim Greenhalgh will continue as our sole rep on the 
Deanery Synod for now. 
ELECTORAL ROLL 
Since last year, we have lost 16 members but have gained 20 new members, giving an increase of 4 over last 
year.  Anglican - 135; Methodist - 9; Joint - 22; Baptist - 9; Church in Good Standing - 3. Total - 178 
SAFEGUARDING/GDPR/ENERGY FOOTPRINT 
New Safeguarding guidelines will be forwarded to parishes.  We have adopted the framework.  Janet Roach will 
stand down as our Adult Safeguarding Officer.  Annie Caulfield will take on the role after training. Simon 
welcomed Annie in her absence - she will work alongside reps from Christ Church and St Peter’s. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

a) PRESENTATION OF ACCOUNTS 
Financial reports were available to members.  Nigel Gabb gave an outline of our current finances.  Our general 
giving has increased and restricted funda are up. We hold over £24,000 for the Lord’s Larder.  The loan we had 
from the diocese has now been repaid in full. 
Members accepted the financial report.  Simon thanked Shirley Howard, our Treasurer, for all her work on the 
accounts. 

b) APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT EXAMINER 
Mrs Christine Moore is our new Independent Examiner.  Member agreed with this choice. 
 
REPORTS 
Roger read out the Wardens’ report, and thanked Simon for all he does. 
 
Josh’s report on CYPS (children, young people and students) was read by Kate Blethyn in his absence - a 
comprehensive report on all he has been doing over the last year.  Members acknowledged all his work with 
young people in the area. 
Simon mentioned Parish Share - the current system is under review.  A new system will be in place by the autumn 
which will be rolled out at the end of the year. 
 
Sue Cook gave the Mothers’ Union report.  In 2023 there were 8 new members and a further 3 new members 
this year.  Sue outlined all the meetings throughout the past year.  A recent Coffee Morning raised £214.60 to 
be shared between MU funds and St Mary’s.   
 
Simon outlined the work being done to update our Outward Giving each month. 
We have had 17 baptisms over recent times with the families concerned wishing to be involved at St Mary’s. 
The Prayer Ministry Team recently went to Harnhill, Cirencester. 
Simon spoke about re-introducing “Supper Club” - having a shared meal and fellowship at various venues. He 
thinks we should find a new name for the venture. 
He gave thanks to the LMT.  We are looking to have a second curate.  Simon thanked Mark Dunning, our curate, 
for all he does at St Mary’s, and thanked Ros Greenhalgh and all our supplementary ministers for their work. 
 
AOB 
Nigel Gabb asked whether we could go back to using an overhead projector, as we have a shortage of hymn 
books. Simon said we would look for an updated system, as the “SongPro” system we previously had was quite 
complicated to use.  
Nigel also asked when we could go back to using the altar rail for Holy Communion. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.10pm with prayer. 
 
 






















