
Chairman’s Report 2020 

In many respects, the report for this year echoes the words used last year. We have all 
experienced something that we did not expect and did not understand and had to navigate 
without a map. 

This is still the case in so many ways, both for our church family and for our wider 
community, nation and world. 

In the midst of all this we have sought to do what we could to enable our worship life to 
continue while at the same time looking after each other and those around us who are most 
vulnerable. 1 Corinthians 13 – “now these 3 remain – faith hope and love, but the greatest of 
these is love.” 

I want to take the opportunity of expressing all our thanks to 2 people. First to Fred Passant 
who has held the position of Treasurer and Honorary Treasurer for 26 years (now retiring), 
and this after faithful service as Churchwarden. He has not only managed the funds on our 
behalf working with the Church Council, but has always given sound advice to those needing 
it concerning the financial picture, and all with a heart and motivation focussed on the 
mission of the church. 

Second, I want to express thank to Graham Barton for his service over this difficult period as 
Health and Safety Officer for our church. Little did he know what would face us all when he 
took on this position, but he has advised and supported his fellow members of the Core Team, 
when we have encountered such huge challenges. We are so grateful for the extra miles that 
Graham has travelled to enable us to serve each other and care for those in need. 

We continue to have challenges of other types too. The finances of all churches, in common 
with other sections of our communities, have been hard pressed with usual income reduced 
from specific events. Our Gift Day 2020 was a great answer to prayer, and this enabled us to 
finish the year in a much better place than would otherwise been the case. 

Our new financial team will be working to take over from Fred and up-date our systems and 
we pray for them in all of this. 

The heart we have as a church is to make Jesus known and to show his love. Our aim, as our 
Vision states is to be a People and Place of God’s Presence and Peace. We long to see people 
come to faith and to grow in that faith, and this will be our focus as we move on through, 
hopefully to an end of the pandemic in the near future. 

With my thanks and love to each and every member of our church family 

Simon 



ST MARY’S CHURCH, NEWENT: APCM held on Monday 6 July 
2021 in church and on Zoom. 

Simon opened the meeting with a reading from Mark 6; 
feeding the five thousand. We need to listen to God as we 
come out of the Covid -19 regulations. There have been many 
answers to prayer since the pandemic started. He ended with 
prayer. 

Simon thanked the singers and musicians who have performed 
in church and on Zoom. He also thanked Dan and Nigel for 
their technical skills and to everyone who has shared God’s 
word with us. 

ATTENDANCE  
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Graham Barton 

VESTRY MEETING 

All church officers were re-elected, 
Church Wardens - Roger Beard & Carol Gooch  
Deputy Warden & Methodist Secretary - Sue Cook Baptist 
Secretary & Safeguarding officer - Janet Roach Secretary to 
the Council - Carole Brookes 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

Minutes of 2020 were accepted by members present, after 
Simon outlined three amendments. Elizabeth Beard, Jo 
Goodwin and Pam Roberts will all continue on PCC for another 
three years. Shirley Johns will continue on PCC with her 
current yearly review. Members can be co-opted throughout 
the year. Simon thanked PCC members. 

ELECTORAL ROLL 



200 members to include 147 Anglicans, 9 Methodists, 21 Joint, 
6 Baptists, 7 Church in Good standing. 

SAFEGUARDING 

GDPR and training requirements are in hand, and we are also 
insurance compliant. Janet Roach is our Safeguarding officer. 

HEALTH & SAFETY 

Thanks to Graham Barton for all H&S, Hygiene and Fire safety 
measures which have helped to keep us safe during the 
pandemic.  
A gift of appreciation is going to Graham as he stands down 
from this post. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

PRESENTATION OF ACCOUNTS  
Thanks were given to Fred for his management of our 
finances. 
Income of 2020: envelope receipts were very low although 
Bankers Orders were up. 
Tax refunds, general plate collections and fees were all down 
and there was no fund-raising. 
We received £12,631 for our Annual Gift Day, helping our 
income which was only slightly down. Our outgoings were 
£60,500. Our General reserves are £28,300 - down £5,000 on 
the previous year. 
There is still £8,000 to be paid on the Diocesan bridging loan 
for the Porch project - the final bill for the porch has been 
paid.  
Lord’s Larder: Thanks to individual and corporate donations, 
and those from surrounding supermarkets. 

Fred Passant is standing down as Treasurer after 26 years in 
post, also serving as Churchwarden before that. Simon 
presented his wife Brenda with gifts in Fred’s absence (he was 
present on Zoom). There was a card, a framed picture of our 



most recent stained glass window and a bottle of wine -1994 
vintage, to reflect the 26 years of Fred’s service. 

We need a finance team - Nigel Gabb will take an advisory 
role with Shirley Howard looking after the accounting. We 
need a third person to take care of the banking side. 
Assembled members agreed they should serve.  
Tudor Powell has agreed to continue as Independent Examiner. 

REPORTS 

Simon had already circulated reports from Finance, Graham 
Barton, Churchwardens and Youth Team. 
There is a grant of £8,000 for Josh to do his Youth work in 
Primary and Secondary schools and locally. 

Simon thanked Rev Dan Browne for his ministry here during his 
curacy. 

Simon says we should proceed cautiously as the country 
unlocks. We need to plan for how we re-introduce church 
activities. Mutual care will be a priority. 

Simon invited questions from the floor - Rev David King 
expressed his concern over the decision by the Methodist 
Church to conduct same-sex marriage services. 
Thanks were offered for Simon for all he does for us here at St 
Mary’s, and Dan thanked Simon for all his care and attention. 
Thanks offered too, for the services over Zoom and music in 
church. 

Simon gave thanks to all and ended the meeting with prayer 
at 8.45pm. 






































