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Trustees'Annual Report for the year ended 31st March 2021
Grace Ghurch Gaversham (registered charity number: 1158041)

Governing Document
Grace Church Caversham was registered as a Charitable lncorporated Organisation (ClO) in July 2014 and
is governed by a constitution as of that date. The CIO is the successor charity to the Charity of Ann Burchett
(charity registration number 233776).

Vision and Obiecb
As a church our vision is:
To see Jesus glorified in everything we do:

o ln preaching the gospeland seeing lives transformed by God's Word and Spirit
. In serving the community and reaching out to all including the poor and marginalised
r !n actively encouraging and promoting mission throughout the world to extend God's Kingdom.

This vision aligns with the objects of the ClO, which are set out in the constitution:
D To advance the Christian faith, in accordance with the church's Statement of Beliefs, in the local

community and elsewhere; and to
ii) To relieve persons who are in conditions of need or hardship or who are aged or sick and to relive the

distress caused thercby in the localcommunity and elsewhere.
iii) To demonstrate the love of God in the local community and elsewhere through social action.

Through the activities of the church as described below, the trustees consider that the church has provided a
public benefit to the local community and beyond, and with respect to this the trustees have had regard to
the Charity Commission's public benefit guidance, and in particular the specific guidance given to charities
on the advancement of religion.

Overview of Activities
A congregation has been meeting at Grace Church Caversham (formerly known as Caversham HillChapel)
since the 1820s. Grace Church Caversham has a congregation of around 100 people, and the key activities
of the church, all of which are of public benefit are:

o Weekly Sunday morning worship and teaching services catering for all sections of the local
community. These have continued through the COVID-19 pandemic on Zoom.

o The church groups that focus on meeting the needs of different sections of the public within the local
community (e.9. Pop-ln Caf6, Toddlers group, Buddies Senior Citizens support group) have been
paused due to the COMD-19 pandemic.

o An open youth club (Sync) which runs on a fortnightly basis in term time for young people of
secondary schoolage from the localcommunity was also paused during the pandemic, but some
socially distanced youth activities did take place when allowed.

o Provision of ongoing pastoral care and practical help for members of the church and more widely
within the local community (e.9. support from a pastoral team throughout the pandemic focussing in
particular on those isolated and providing practical support as necessary).

. Support for the work of various ministries and other charities whose objects are aligned with Grace
Church Caversham's, and who are serving the public generally or particular sections of the public
within the localities where they are based.

The employees of the church remain the senior pastor (who is also an Elder), the youth pastor, and the
church administrator (who works as a parttime employee). Together the employees, the other elders and
other members of the congregation have all continued to contribute to the various activities described above.

Church Partnenships
Grace Church Caversham continues to be a member of the Evangelical Alliance and is part of the Catalyst
Network of Churches, part of Newfrontiers. Grace Church Caversham also participates in the Reading
Churches Network (Transform Reading) and supports the local work of Churches Together in Caversham.

{ir*** *hlrteh {lev*r.*hi1m is a eh&ritiibte i***rp*rat* *rga*i*etlci'r. r*gi-*,t*red i* f:rtglmr:d en{, \Iva}er {nr:. 115**4'?]
Addr***: Srae* *h*r*h Ceversi:am. 11fl P*pp:erd lt*ar.l, {l;:v*rsha;t'i, H*adirrg, ft*"t STX.
t: *1 itl 947 45t* e: giSAg&gr*SSSlh;-tS*S*tg5;h$X.qLLUL rar: r+,tl,r,v gra*e*hurch*avsri.rxm"*rg.Lrk



GRACT

CHURCH

CAVIRSHAM

FinancialReview
The underlying level of donations to the church has remained relatively consistent from the previous year
with the majority of the church's income being donations from members of the congregation. The largest
areas of church expenditure continue to be staff salaries and related costs and grants to mission partners.

The CIO aims to maintain at least €25,000 in General Reserves to meet any unexpected expenditure or to
offset any irregularities in regular income. This represents approximately three months of normal church total
expenditure.

Trustees
The trustees of Grace Church Caversham during the period were:
Mr. D. Steed (Elder, Chair)
Mr. K. Saynor (Elder)
Mr. N. King (Elder)
Mr. N. Barnett
Mrs. M. Clarke
Mr. J. Crozier (Treasurer)

According to the constitution, new trustees are appointed by the existing charity trustees.

Governance
Pastoral and spiritual leadership for the church is provided by the elders who meet on a weekly basis to
discuss the direction of the church and other matters arising. The trustees provide oversight of the operation
of the church and for all legal and financial matters. The trustees meet regularly throughout the year to
review operations of the church and its financial position. During the year the trustees continued to review
and update the policies and procedures put in place to govern the activities of the church. The church's risk
assessment is included in the above reviews and any findings are addressed on an ongoing basis.

Address
The address of Grace Ghurch Caversham is:
1 19 Peppard Road
Emmer Green
Reading
RG4 8TR

Bankers
Barclays Bank
4 Church Road
Caversham
Reading
RG4 7AE

lndependent Examiner
Mr. R. Smyth
4 Chatsworth Close
Caversham Park Village
RG4 6RS

Signed on behalf of the charity's trustees:

Mr. D. Steed (Chairof Trustees)

1ff January 2022
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