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ACTIVITIES/EVENTS ETC 
 

 Past activities included a Parent & Toddler Group and Family Nights at a 

moderate charge.  Sadly over the course of 2019 numbers attending both these 

activities have dwindled to a point where they only occasionally return a profit 

and the best we can hope for is to break even on the money expended to run 

them. 

 Due to our location we have always been a popular venue for local 

musicians to hold their rehearsals as we have no immediate residential 

neighbours.  But bands change line-ups and a couple of them have broken up 

so we have lost them as a source of income.  There is a lot of competition in the 

area to host children’s parties and we cannot compete with venues that can 

offer soft play facilities etc. 

FINANCE 
 

 The building is the property of Durham County Council and is leased by 

the Community Association. We have a contract with them for monthly 

Legionella testing and maintenance of an Asbestos Management Plan and 

yearly inspection. 

 We have a current account we use for regular contacted running costs, 

payment of utility bills, purchase of consumables, and minor maintenance and 

repairs.   

 Our main source of income has always been generated by hiring out the 

building to local musicians, the weekly Lunch Club run by Teesdale Day Clubs 

and occasional meetings etc. Toddler Group sessions and Family Nights both 

saw a significant drop in attendance over the course of the previous year and 

unfortunately due to the organiser moving out of the area the Toddler group 

closed in November 2019.  A further setback was the decision to relocate the 

weekly Lunch Club sessions to venue in Barnard Castle.  As there were so few 

attendees from Stainton Grove and the majority of the clients were being 

brought in by taxi from Barnard Castle it was more cost effective to relocate. 

We do not receive any funding from the local authority. 

 Total income generated last year was not as much as we had hoped and 

we were unable to make any significant reduction of expenditure.  This together 

with lack of volunteers willing to become Trustees has caused us to consider 

some difficult decisions about the future of the Community Association.   

 The financial situation had been discussed at the December 2019 

meeting, but with the backing of some of our regular volunteers we were hoping 

to carry on until our next Annual General Meeting with the hope that new 

Trustees could be found to provide renewed support and much needed 

enthusiasm. 



WHAT COMES NEXT  

However by the time we met in early January 2020 the situation had worsened 

with two of our regular helpers moving off the estate and a third advising that 

due to other commitments he was no longer able to help at any evening events 

the suggestion was made that we close the Community Association and return 

the community centre back to Durham County Council. 

 A general meeting was called for the 29th January and this was publicised 

by means of notices around the area of benefit to advise of the proposal to 

dissolve the Community Association and close the Community Centre. 

 This meeting took place and all the Community Association members who 

attended and the four Trustees agreed by a show of hands that they accepted 

the proposal.   

 It was further agreed that this would  be set in motion as soon as possible 

and all debts and liabilities settled prior to any disposal of remaining funds and 

then a set of final accounts will be prepared in order to close the CIO. The 

current Trustees will work together to finalise this. 

 By the end of February the contents of the Community Centre had been 

sold or donated and the keys were then returned to Durham County Council. 

Then Covid-19 happened and everything ground to a halt. 

 Naively the trustees thought returning the keys was all we needed to do to 

close but because of the terms of our lease with Durham County Council it was 

registered through the Land Registry and DCC suggested we should seek legal 

advice to aid and advise us with the procedure for the Surrender of the Lease. 

As of 31st December 2020 this is still ongoing and until the 

surrender is finalised we exist in name only, having no 

premises, and no income. Until we have received and paid the 

invoice for legal services we are unable to make any 

donations of remaining funds or to finally close the CIO. 

 

We have greatly appreciated the support of our dedicated group of 
volunteer helpers and thank them for all their help over the years. 



Stainton Grove Community Association 
Income & Expenditure Statement 

Year Ending 31st December 2020 

 

2020 2020 2019 2019 

Income £ £ £ £ 

     

     Capital - Sales 
 

441.50 
 

972.43 

Memberships 
   

69.00 

Hire of Hall 
 

300.00 
 

3,000.50 

Toddlers Admission 
   

200.00 

Function Admission 
   

62.00 

Tuck Shop Sales 
   

131.06 

Catering 
   

730.84 

Raffle/Tombola 
   

105.00 

Bingo 
   

38.00 

Prizes/Games 
   

2.70 

Donations 
   

22.79 

Function Cash Float 
   

325.20 

Darlington BS Interest gained 
   

7.97 

     

  
741.50 

 
5,667.49 

     Expenditure 
    

     DCC Building Compliance Contract 
  

811.96 
 Building Costs/Maintenance 

  
692.96 

 Purchase of Tuck 
  

98.61 
 Catering 

  
47.67 

 Function Cash Float 
  

325.20 
 Cleaners Wages 149.26 

 
1,536.66 

 Cleaning Materials 
  

39.91 
 Materials and Equipment 

  
204.00 

 Stationery 
  

2.99 
 Audit of Accounts 60.00 

 
60.00 

 Broadband/Telephone 
  

528.13 
 Gas 283.54 

 
600.00 

 Electricity 100.93 
 

745.80 
 Water Rates 38.95 

 
263.19 

 Memberships/Fees/Subscriptions 
  

356.00 
 Fire Extinguisher 

  
21.29 

 Black Box Security - Alarm 
  

153.78 
 

  
632.68 

 
6,488.15 

     
Net Surplus/(Deficit) 

 
108.82 

 
- 820.66 

      



Stainton Grove Community Association 
Income & Expenditure Statement 

Year Ending 31st December 2020 

  
2020 

 
2019 

  
£ 

 
£ 

Bank Accounts 
    

     Current Account (Statement Balance) 
 

          2,967.63  
 

          2,858.81  

Unpresented Cheques 
 

0.00 
 

0.00 

     

  
          2,967.63  

 
          2,858.81  

     Darlington Building Society 
 

0.00 
 

0.00 

     Total funds 
 

          2,967.63  
 

          2,858.81  

     

     Equity 
    

     Reserves Brought Forward 
 

          2,858.81  
 

          3,679.47  

     Surplus/(Deficit) for the year 
 

              108.82  
 

- 820.66 

     Reserves Carried Forward 
 

          2,967.63  
 

          2,858.81  

     

  
  

 
  

 


