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Coventry Gospel Hall Trust Public Benefit 
 

The purpose of this factual presentation, is to show how the Coventry Gospel Hall Trust 
community engage in many acts of public benefit and interact with the wider community in 
so many ways. 

 

The Plymouth Brethren were established in 1828 when John Nelson Darby broke with the 
established Church in Dublin. Darby and others formed a fellowship based on the strict 
observance of Christian teachings as set out in the Holy Scriptures. Darby came to 
Plymouth in the early 1830s and the congregation grew rapidly. Early publications were 
produced in Plymouth and distributed to other congregations of followers throughout 
the globe. 
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Introduction 

There are over 18,000 Plymouth Brethren members in the UK, spread across 87 locations. 
These locations can be found on the Plymouth Brethren Christian Church (PBCC) UK Site. 

 
There have been Brethren Gospel, or meeting halls in the Coventry area for over 150 years. 

 

The Coventry Gospel Hall Trust was formed on 1st August 1983 to acquire buildings to 
be used for the advancement of the Christian religion by carrying on the service of God, 
including the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, Gospel Preachings, Bible Readings and 
addresses on the Word of God and other meetings of a Christian religious character 
according to the injunctions contained in the Holy Scriptures and the tenets and practices 
of those Christians forming a worldwide fellowship known as Plymouth Brethren. 

 

The Coventry congregation is one of the larger congregations in the UK, with 328 members 
living in the Coventry, Solihull & Rugby districts; and with residents from the Leamington 
area attending services up to three times a week, together with other visitors, numbers 
attending services are regularly over 500 persons, from young babies to nonagenarians. 
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Our Network 
 

 

To read more on the PBCC way of life, visit the 
https://www.plymouthbrethrenchristianchurch.org website. 
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Street Preaching and Tract Distribution 
 

 

Street Preaching 

Street Preaching has been actively promoted by the Plymouth brethren for many years, at least 
from the 1920's, and today is enthusiastically supported by members of the Coventry Gospel Hall 
Trust congregation, as we seek to follow the example set out by our Lord Jesus Christ (Luke ch4 
v17- 20) 

 

The essential activity of publicly preaching the name of Jesus and God’s wonderful Gospel 
indiscriminately, gives joy and encouragement to our daily lives; as having personally proved the 
tangible benefit and immense improvement believing in Jesus brings, we seek to highlight the 
availability of Jesus to all mankind. 

 

Preachings started in Coventry in the 1950s and currently there are multiple locations in the 
Coventry City Centre where preaching happens on a weekly basis, including Broadgate on 4-5 days 
per week. 

 

Romans 10v13; “For everyone whosoever, who shall call on the name of the Lord, shall be 
saved” 

 
The aim of the street preaching is not to recruit additional members for the Plymouth 
Brethren but to present eternal salvation as available to all men by faith in Jesus 
Christ and His blood and His work of atonement. 

 
 

 

Tract Distribution 

Members of the congregation have continued to hand out tracts to neighbours and 
people in need when they have met them. 

 

Tracts are available for download on the below website: 
https://christiandoctrineandgospelpublishing.org/ 
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Outreach 

In our outreach program, we have engaged with centres for the homeless and vulnerable.  
 

At the heart of our Community is the commitment to care and compassion, as we recognise 
the rights of all humanity within society. Members of the Congregation dedicate their time 
volunteering through our charitable arm, Rapid Relief Team (RRT) and contribute 
financially to many causes. As Coventry Gospel Hall Trust, we actively seek opportunities 
to support our local community from cleaning road signs to donating to local charities. 

See below statistics from our outreach program, in 2024: 
 
 

 

6 

100 

6000 

250 

 
 
Charities supported  
 
 
Bibles Donated 
 
 
Gospel tracts given out  
 
 
Street Preachings 
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Coventry Gospel Hall Trust Public benefit 

• Support of 5 local charities, homeless centres and other local needs. 

• Hedge cutting and strimming at local English Heritage site. 

• Clearing overgrown paths around meeting rooms 

• Congregation volunteering to assist RRT events. 
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Rapid Relief Team 
 
 

 The Rapid Relief Team is a 
separate charity to Coventry Gospel 
Hall Trust but one that it encourages 

its congregation to support.  

 

Our Mission 
 

To serve people with care & compassion in their time of need. 

 

 

Our Vision 

 

For the Plymouth Brethren Christian Church to express Christian principles of care and compassion, by 
way of benevolent relief to people in need. 

 
 
 

 

Our Values 
 

Global Team | Community Care 
| Compassion | Consistency 
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The trust see that the work carried out by its members as Volunteers of the Rapid Relief 
Team (RRT) is of the utmost importance in the community and has been pleased again 
to allow its external facilities to be used as a meeting/gathering point for these 
volunteers prior to deployment or community support.  

Case Study 

Members of the Coventry congregation volunteered for RRT when they supported the local 
Nuneaton & Foleshill fire station open days.  RRT ran a free of charge BBQ for all visitors 
on the day and served a full spread!  Feedback from one of the organisers was: “I would 
like to thank everyone that came to take part and enjoy the day, the Rapid Relief Team for 
running the BBQ, all the local businesses that donated raffle prizes for the event,” 
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Public Benefit from PBCC members Case 
Study

  
Around 20 members of the congregation volunteered in December 2023 to assist with tidying 
and maintaining trees and bushes, clearing brash, strimming brambles and undergrowth at 
Bagot’s Castle - a 14th century castle ruin in the village of Baginton.  This continued the similar 
work that has occurred every year for the last 10 years and is greatly appreciated by the 
volunteers who maintain the property.  
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Case Study 

The trust received the below testimonial from the resource co-ordinator at 
Coventry Cyrenians following donation of regular food and supplies 

 

On behalf of Coventry Cyrenians, I would like to thank you and 
everybody at The Brethren Church  

for the generous amount of food you donated.  Your donation helps 
us provide a  

range of services designed to specifically meet local needs.   
 

Without donations such as yours, we wouldn’t be able to help rebuild 
as many lives as we do. 
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Registered Address: 

Brethren Gospel Hall, Bosworth Close, Baginton,  
 

Contact Details: 

E:enquiries@covght.co.uk 

P: 0208 391 7620 
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