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HAWTHORN COMMUNITY CENTRE
England & Wales · Charity number 1157023

Details

Status Registered

Legal form CIO

Registered 2014-05-13

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Hawthorn Community Centre
The Village
Hawthorn
Seaham
County Durham
SR7 8SG

Phone 07477580591

Email wilsonrands@btinternet.com

Website www.hawthorncommunitycentre.co.uk

Activities

Objects: THE OBJECTS OF THE CIO ARE TO ESTABLISH AND RUN A COMMUNITY BUILDING AND TO
PROMOTE FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE INHABITANTS OF HAWTHORN AND THE SURROUNDING
AREA (?AREA OF BENEFIT?) WITHOUT DISTINCTION OF SEX, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, AGE,
DISABILITY, NATIONALITY, RACE OR POLITICAL, RELIGIOUS OR OTHER OPINIONS THE PROVISION
OF FACILITIES FOR RECREATION OR OTHER LEISURE TIME OCCUPATION OF INDIVIDUALS WHO
HAVE NEED OF SUCH FACILITIES BY REASON OF THEIR YOUTH, AGE, INFIRMITY OR
DISABLEMENT, FINANCIAL HARDSHIP OR SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCES OR FOR THE
PUBLIC AT LARGE IN THE INTERESTS OF SOCIAL WELFARE AND WITH THE OBJECT OF
IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF LIFE OF THE SAID INHABITANTS

Activities: The current list of weekly activities for the Hawthorn Community Centre is as follows: Coffee
morning, art class, craft class, Pilates Class and Table Tennis evening. Annual Summer and Craft Fayres.
Childrens' Christmas Party and Fun Day.

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1157023
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=1157023
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Classification

• How: Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space

• What: General Charitable Purposes, Education/training, Disability, Recreation

• Who: Children/young People, Elderly/old People, People With Disabilities, Other Charities Or Voluntary
Bodies, The General Public/mankind

Geography

• Durham

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-12-31 £7,166 £10,229 - -

2024-12-31 £11,229 £12,404 - -

2023-12-31 £10,347 £12,663 - -

2022-12-31 £10,121 £11,519 - -

2021-12-31 £24,302 £6,213 - -

2020-12-31 £16,981 £14,728 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

LOUISE MURRAY Chair 2014-03-07

ALAN ASKEW 2014-03-07

Barry Stanley Curran 2023-04-03

Carol Harrison 2021-08-18

Carolyn Winter 2020-08-18

Colin Keith 2020-08-18

Lady Diane Hughes 2023-04-03

Lesa Blenkinsopp 2022-03-08

Lianne Thompson 2023-04-03

RON WILSON 2014-03-07

Sheila Wilson 2018-03-14
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HAWTHORN COMMUNITY CENTRE
England & Wales  -  Charity number 1157023

Accounts



Chairman: Louise Murray 	 	 Secretary: Vacant Position	 	 Treasurer: Sheila Wilson  

Vice-Chair : Lesa Blenkinsopp 	 	 Telephone Number:  07477 580591	 	 	 	 	 


Annual Chairman’s Report — Hawthorn Community Centre
Year Ending 31st December 2025

Hawthorn Community Centre continues to serve as a welcoming hub for our local community, supporting a wide range 
of activities and events. Our purpose and a management committee is to foster community spirit, reduce social 
isolation and be a welcoming environment for everyone who uses the centre.

Our achievements are only possible thanks to the dedication of the volunteers on our management committee and 
active community members. However, we need more hands on deck. I urge anyone interested in making a difference 
to consider lending a hand. Greater involvement will help us expand our offerings and strengthen our community spirit.

The secretary role remains vacant. I would like to extend my gratitude to Sheila, who has provided invaluable interim 
support alongside her actual role as Treasurer. Her commitment has ensured that our committee meetings and 
bookings timetable continues to operate smoothly.

Our coffee mornings, led by Lesa, have brought warmth and conversation to many. Carolyn’s stewardship of the 
library and garden has created engaging spaces for relaxation and learning. Regular renters, including Sarah, the art 
groups, and yoga sessions, have helped maintain a lively and varied schedule for our centre.

In 2025 we hosted several important public service activities, such as the housing consultation, grid connection 
discussions, BESS information sessions, and the NES&AR charity night. Social events included the Christmas lunch, 
trail run, armed forces coffee mornings, Easter celebration, and the Macmillan summer social, all of which contributed 
to a vibrant and inclusive community atmosphere.

Our membership numbers in 2025 remain lower than hoped, which is an ongoing concern. In response, we are 
implementing a new approach for 2026 to boost engagement and attract a broader range of participants. We 
encourage all current members to invite friends and neighbours to join and experience what the centre has to offer.

We have made progress with building improvements, including replacing chairs and ensuring the centre remains safe, 
comfortable, and compliant with necessary regulations. Regular maintenance and checks have kept our facilities in 
good condition, supporting the smooth running of all activities.

On behalf of the committee, I extend heartfelt thanks to all who contribute their time, energy, and enthusiasm to the 
Hawthorn Community Centre. Looking ahead to 2026, we are committed to building on our achievements, addressing 
challenges, and fostering an even stronger sense of community. Your support and involvement will be crucial—please 
consider volunteering or becoming more engaged so we can continue to thrive together.

Submitted to Annual General Meeting on Monday 2 March 2026 
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Chair: Louise Murray            Deputy Chair: Lesa Blenkinsopp          Treasurer: Sheila Wilson


Chair Telephone Number:  07971 964558 	 	 Registered Charity number 1157023                 


Annual Report


The Management Committee continue to meet on a regular basis to ensure the safe and 
successful running of the Centre. 


The Community Centre continues to benefit from the support of those who regularly attend 
and volunteer for activities. 


As always, the Committee would like to appeal to more people in Hawthorn and the local 
area. We have our regular Classes and we continue to promote existing activities, including 
our Community Garden and Library.  Thanks to everyone for the regular donations which 
make these activities self funding.  We encourage new ideas from members, through our 
Facebook page and in the Parish Council Newsletter. 


Again, it will be no surprise to mention that we are always seeking support from new 
volunteers and would welcome new Management Committee members. If you are 
interested please speak to any 	of the current Committee members or email 
louisemurray@virgin.net 


In 2024 we worked hard to maintain and improve the building and hosted a variety of 
events. The Centre finances are in a healthy position although we did see a further fall of 
income below expenditure for 2024.

Our regular coffee mornings have gone from strength to strength and generate a very 
welcome stream of donations, largely as a result of the hard work of Lesa and Lianne. 
Thank you to the volunteers who make it happen, everyone who regularly donates raffle 
prizes, and all those who pop in for a cuppa and chat. 


Particular thanks must also be recorded to our regular Hirers for the Monday Art Class and 	
Outbuildings.  This income helps our continually increasing running costs. In 2023 we 
worked hard to maintain and improve the building and hosted a variety of events. The 
Centre finances remain in a healthy position although we did see income fall below 
expenditure for the first time in a number of years.


We’ve used our events to raise funds and as an opportunity for residents to showcase

their arts & crafts:
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• Easter Family Event

• Armed Forces Event 	 

• July Summer Event

• Macmillan Coffee Morning

• Autumn Craft Fair


In August our friends from Trail Outlaws returned for the Hawthorn Trail Run

In October we hosted a fun Horse Racing night that raised funds for the Centre.

In December we had a children’s theatre show from the Badapple Theatre Company.

Our regular activities include art & craft classes, our art group, garden project, yoga and

community library.


Throughout the year we faced a number of milestone maintenance compliance checks as 
dictated by our Tenancy Agreement with Durham County Council.  


These included:

• Asbestos Management Inspection

• Electrical Compliance checks

• Legionnaires’ Disease Risk Assessment

• Durham County Council Building Condition Survey and Business Energy Efficiency 

Audit.


Our biggest expenditure this year was to begin to replace the chairs within the Community 
Centre.  The first batch were purchased with the help of £1,000 Grant from the Hadrian 
Trust.  We hope to replace  them all in due course.


Finances remain healthy, however we must be mindful that expenditure exceeded income 
by £1,175 in 2024. This was mostly a result of needing to fund the balance for the new 
chairs referred to above. The Committee will continue to monitor this throughout the rest of 
the year.


On behalf of the Management Committee I would like to thank Hawthorn Parish 
Council for their ongoing support. 

	 

In conclusion,  thanks were given to Management Committee members and regular 
volunteers for their support with events and ideas for ways of working moving forward into 
2025.


Louise Murray

Chair, Hawthorn Community Centre


March 2025
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Chair: Louise Murray             Deputy Chair: Lesa Blenkinsop          Treasurer: Sheila Wilson


Chair Telephone Number:  07971 964558 	 	 Registered Charity number 1157023                 


Annual Report


The Management Committee continue to meet on a regular basis to ensure the safe and 
successful running of the Centre. 


It is fantastic to have the support of those who attend and volunteer. As always, the 
Committee would like to appeal to more people in the local area and host a wider range of 
activities and events. We continue to promote existing activities and seek new ideas from 
members, through Facebook and in the Parish Council Newsletter. Again, it will be no 
surprise to mention that we are always seeking support from new volunteers and new 
Management Committee members. If you are interested please speak to any of the current 
Committee members or email louisemurray@virgin.net.


In 2023 we worked hard to maintain and improve the building and hosted a variety of 
events. The Centre finances remain in a healthy position although we did see income fall 
below expenditure for the first time in a number of years.


Our regular coffee mornings have gone from strength to strength and generate a steady 
stream of donations, largely as a result of the hard work of Lesa and Leanne. Thank you to 
the volunteers who make it happen, everyone who regularly donates raffle prizes and all 
those who pop in for a cuppa and chat. 


We’ve used these events to raise funds and as an opportunity for residents to showcase 
their arts & crafts:


• Car wash fundraiser

• Armed Forces Day

• Crafts & Coffee

• Family fun a craft mornings


We also hosted some great events:


mailto:louisemurray@virgin.net


In July our Red, White & Blue summer event, was a brilliant success. Attendance was great 
and the entertainment was popular. Special thanks to Magic Mick who did a brilliant job 
entertaining the children and Rebecca who braved the windy conditions to entertain the 
grown ups. 


In August our friends from Trail Outlaws returned for the Hawthorn Trail Run


In October we hosted a fun Horse Racing night that raised funds for the Centre. 


In December we hosted a theatre show from the Bad Apple Theatre Company. It was so 
good we’ve asked them back in May to share their new show. 


Our regular activities include art & craft classes, our art group, garden project, yoga, 
community library and table tennis. 


The following maintenance projects were completed in the year: 

• Complete redecoration of the Centre

• New blinds throughout

• Seeking solutions for the damp which returns each winter 

 

Finances remain healthy, however we must be mindful that expenditure exceeded income 
by £2,315 in 2023. This was mostly a result of spending Covid-19 restart grants received in 
2022 to encourage people back into the Centre. The Committee will continue to monitor this 
in 2024 to ensure that our finances remain healthy to protect the future of the Centre.


On behalf of the Management Committee I would like to thank Hawthorn Parish 
Council for their ongoing support. 


In conclusion, the Centre has had a successful year as a result of the commitment and 
work of our Management Committee and volunteers.  
 
As always, a bigger group of volunteers would allow for a wider range of activities. Our 
building continues to require maintenance and repairs which make it essential to maintain a 
healthy financial position to ensure we can maintain and improve what is a very old (but 
loved) community building.
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Chair: Louise Murray              Deputy Chair: Lesa Blenkinsop          Treasurer: Ron Wilson


Chair Telephone Number:  07971 964558 	 	 Registered Charity number 1157023                 


Annual Report


The Management Committee continue to meet on a regular basis to ensure the safe and 
successful running of the Centre. 


It is fantastic to have the support of those who attend and volunteer. As always, the Committee 
would like to appeal to more people in the local area and host a wider range of activities and 
events. We continue to promote existing activities and seek new ideas from members, through 
Facebook and in the Parish Council Newsletter. Again, it will be no surprise to mention that we are 
always seeking support from new volunteers and new Management Committee members. If you 
are interested please speak to any of the current Committee members or email 
louisemurray@virgin.net.


2022 was the first full year of operation for the Centre following Covid closures, we continued to 
use the Covid-19 support grants to encourage people back into the Centre. Our income through 
fundraising and room-hire also restarted. I’m pleased to report that the Centre finances remain in a 
healthy position.


Our regular coffee mornings, 3 out of 4 Wednesdays and monthly on Saturdays, are well ran & 
well attended. Thank you to the volunteers who make it happen, everyone who regularly donates 
raffle prizes and all those who pop in for a cuppa. 


We’ve used these events to raise funds for good causes and as an opportunity for residents to 
showcase their arts & crafts:


• February, Kidney Research fundraiser

• March, Ukraine appeal fundraiser

• June, Armed Forces Day

• October & November, Christmas Crafts & Coffee


We also hosted some great events:


In May our Jubilee Event, in partnership with the Parish Council, was a brilliant success. 
Attendance was great and the entertainment was popular. Special thanks to Magic Mick who did a 
brilliant job entertaining the children. 


In July, Diane Rowe hosted a History of Hawthorn evening.


In August our friends from Trail Outlaws returned for the Hawthorn Trail Run and we had a Horse 
Racing fundraiser for Kidney research. 


mailto:louisemurray@virgin.net


In November, local photographer Gordon McPherson hosted a Wildlife of Hawthorn presentation


Our regular activities include art & craft classes, our art group, garden project, yoga, community 
library and table tennis. 


The following maintenance projects were completed in the year: 

• Repairs to the roof

• Two new outside benches 


On behalf of the Management Committee I would like to thank Hawthorn Parish Council and 
our County Councillors for their ongoing support. 


In conclusion, the Centre has had a successful year as a result of the commitment and work of our 
Management Committee and dedicated volunteers. As always, a bigger group of volunteers would 
allow for a wider range of activities. Our building continues to require maintenance and repairs 
which make it essential to maintain a healthy financial position to ensure funds are in place to 
maintain and improve what is a very old (but loved) community building.


MARCH 2023
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Chair: Louise Murray              Deputy Chair: Sheila Wilson          Treasurer: Ron Wilson


Chair Telephone Number:  07971 964558


Annual Report


For Hawthorn Community Centre, as with all other aspects of normal life, the year ended 31st March 2021 was 
dominated by the Covid-19 pandemic. 


The Centre was closed for the majority of this period except for a brief period between September and 
December 2020 when a limited number of activities went ahead under strict Covid-19 regulations. In this 
context, the Management Committee continued to meet on a regular basis to ensure the safe and successful 
running of the Centre.


The majority of decisions taken and expenditure relate to upkeep and maintenance of the building with the 
following items of note:


- Extensive repair and renovation to the outbuildings and resurfacing of the tarmac floor. The costs were 
covered by a grant from Awards for All.


- Painting of the main hall, committee room and kitchen. 

- April 2020, electrical work was carried out to feed electricity to the outbuildings and improve outside 

lighting.

- November 2020, plaster from a section of internal failed and fell into the main hall. This was repaired 

and the plaster removed & repaired from a further section of ceiling as a precautionary measure.


Activities in the period were limited: 

- We were very happy to see Carol White continue to use the Centre for her Art & Painting Classes

- The Halloween Pumpkin Trail was very popular. Thank you to Emma and Jayne for their hard work 

organising this.

- The Yoga & Bootcamp fitness classes ran in the months the Centre was able to open.

- East Durham Trust ran activity sessions aimed to relieve social isolation as a result of the pandemic. 


We were sorry to see Joanne Irwing resign from the Management Committee. Over many years Joanne was 
the backbone of community support for the Centre and put a lot of time and effort into many activities. The 
Management Committee would like to thank Joanne for her dedication over many years.


In December the Management Committee agreed to waive the usual £5 annual membership fees for the year 
commencing January 2021. This will be reviewed in December 2021. 


Some of our regular activities have now re-started. As always, the Committee would like to appeal to more 
people in the local area and host a wider range of activities and events. We continue to promote existing 
activities and seek new ideas from members, through Facebook and in the Parish Council Newsletter. Again, it 
will be no surprise to mention that we are always seeking support from new volunteers and new Management 
Committee members. If you are interested please speak to any of the current Committee members or email 
louisemurray@virgin.net.


As a reminder the Centre is available for private hire: £10 per hour for members and £15 per hour for non-
members.


On behalf of the Management Committee I would like to thank Hawthorn Parish Council and our County 
Councillors for their ongoing support. 


In conclusion, the Centre is now open for business as usual following a difficult year. 

Registered Charity number 1157023
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Chair: Louise Murray              Deputy Chair: Sheila Wilson          Treasurer: Ron Wilson


Chair Telephone Number:  07971 964558


Annual Report


For Hawthorn Community Centre, as with all other aspects of normal life, the year ended 31st March 2021 was 
dominated by the Covid-19 pandemic. 


The Centre was closed for the majority of this period except for a brief period between September and 
December 2020 when a limited number of activities went ahead under strict Covid-19 regulations. In this 
context, the Management Committee continued to meet on a regular basis to ensure the safe and successful 
running of the Centre.


The majority of decisions taken and expenditure relate to upkeep and maintenance of the building with the 
following items of note:


- Extensive repair and renovation to the outbuildings and resurfacing of the tarmac floor. The costs were 
covered by a grant from Awards for All.


- Painting of the main hall, committee room and kitchen. 

- April 2020, electrical work was carried out to feed electricity to the outbuildings and improve outside 

lighting.

- November 2020, plaster from a section of internal failed and fell into the main hall. This was repaired 

and the plaster removed & repaired from a further section of ceiling as a precautionary measure.


Activities in the period were limited: 

- We were very happy to see Carol White continue to use the Centre for her Art & Painting Classes

- The Halloween Pumpkin Trail was very popular. Thank you to Emma and Jayne for their hard work 

organising this.

- The Yoga & Bootcamp fitness classes ran in the months the Centre was able to open.

- East Durham Trust ran activity sessions aimed to relieve social isolation as a result of the pandemic. 


We were sorry to see Joanne Irwing resign from the Management Committee. Over many years Joanne was 
the backbone of community support for the Centre and put a lot of time and effort into many activities. The 
Management Committee would like to thank Joanne for her dedication over many years.


In December the Management Committee agreed to waive the usual £5 annual membership fees for the year 
commencing January 2021. This will be reviewed in December 2021. 


Some of our regular activities have now re-started. As always, the Committee would like to appeal to more 
people in the local area and host a wider range of activities and events. We continue to promote existing 
activities and seek new ideas from members, through Facebook and in the Parish Council Newsletter. Again, it 
will be no surprise to mention that we are always seeking support from new volunteers and new Management 
Committee members. If you are interested please speak to any of the current Committee members or email 
louisemurray@virgin.net.


As a reminder the Centre is available for private hire: £10 per hour for members and £15 per hour for non-
members.


On behalf of the Management Committee I would like to thank Hawthorn Parish Council and our County 
Councillors for their ongoing support. 


In conclusion, the Centre is now open for business as usual following a difficult year. 

Registered Charity number 1157023
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