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The Carbon Literacy Trust 
 

Report of the Trustees for the year ended 30 September 2020 
 
 
The Trustees present their annual report and unaudited financial statements for the year ended 30 
September 2020. 
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Manchester 
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Bankers 
The Co-operative Bank 
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The Carbon Literacy Trust  
Report of the Trustees for the year ended 30 September 2020 

 
Structure, governance and management 
  
 Company status  

The charity is a Charitable incorporated organisation (CIO), number 1156722. 
 

 Governing document  
Constitution based on the Charity Commission's model constitution for a CIO, whose only voting 
members are its charity trustees. 

Recruitment and appointment of Trustees 
Trustees are identified according to the skills, knowledge and experience needed for the effective 
administration of the CIO, and are appointed by a resolution passed at a properly convened meeting 
of the charity trustees. 
 

Objectives and activities 
 
Objects and aims 
The object of the CIO is to advance the education of the public in the conservation, protection and 
improvement of the physical and natural environment. 
 
The charity aims to provide the public with an awareness of the environmental, in particular carbon, 
costs and impacts of everyday activities and the ability and motivation to reduce their environmental 
impact, including greenhouse gas emissions on an individual, community and organisational basis. 
 
The trustees, in making decisions about how to carry out the charity's purposes, have had due 
regard to the Charity Commission's public benefit guidance when exercising any powers or duties 
for which the guidance is relevant. 

Activities 
The charity has worked in partnership with Cooler Projects CIC to deliver The Carbon Literacy 
Project.  Highlights for the year include: 

  
• Increasing Reach. The Covid-19 pandemic provided huge challenges to the delivery of 

training within which personalised learner interaction and group working is a 
fundamental requirement. However, with the onset of the first UK lockdown, the Project 
initiated a working group of Carbon Literacy organisations, trainers and learners who 
collaborated to move traditionally face-to-face training online, and to a distance 
delivered model whilst maintaining the quality of training and assessment and 
certification. As a result the Project continued to thrive, and as training assets became 
deliverable at a distance, the reach of Carbon Literacy substantially increased, as areas 
of the UK and the world that previously had no local capacity for delivery could now 
receive and deliver Carbon Literacy independent of their geography.  Thus the growth in 
Carbon Literacy continued to surge with an annual growth rate of 39%, ending the 
financial year with 15,008 certified citizens certified as Carbon Literate.      

  
• Delivery of the Public Sector Toolkit project. Funded by the UK Government Department 

of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) via the Greater Manchester 
Combined Authority, this project oversaw the co-development of Carbon Literacy 
training material "toolkits" by and for five areas of the public sector (Local Authorities, 
Universities, the NHS, Police, Fire and Ambulance, and Central Government). Adapting
to the COVID pandemic required the rapid adaptation and transfer of materials to a 
distance delivery model, but despite this the Local Authorities and Universities CL 
Toolkits were launched at the end of the financial year, with course materials for Central 
Government, NHS and Emergency Service sectors toolkits all having been prepared and 
in most cases piloted within the year. Early interest in the toolkits at their launch events 
has converted into significant adoption of the toolkits post-year-end. 
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 The Carbon Literacy Trust  
Report of the Trustees for the year ended 30 September 2020 

 
 

• Private Sector Toolkits. The success of the public sector toolkit initiative has resulted in 
the formation of a number of private sector and corporate collaborations to produce 
Carbon Literacy Toolkits for a range of industrial and commercial sectors. At year end a 
toolkit collaboration was already underway in the rail industry, and negotiations for 
funding taking place in three other vertical sectors.  

  

Other highlights include:  

  
• The Formation of a new consortium: Carbon Literacy Cartrefi Cymru (CLCC) in Wales, 

comprising 27 social housing providers collaborating to create co-funded and co-written 
shared training materials to accelerate the use of Carbon Literacy in developing low-
carbon culture within the social housing sector in Wales;

  
• The adoption and dissemination of Carbon Literacy by a range of FTSE100 and national 

public and private sector organisations including national infrastructure project HS2. 

  
• The substantial delivery of the Carbon-Ready Classrooms project, funded by Scottish 

Government and delivered by Scottish charity Keep Scotland Beautiful, with the project 
target of bringing Carbon Literacy to a class in 50% of Scottish secondary schools by 
training 5000 teachers and pupils.  

  
• Continuing media and social media presence. By September 2020 the project (which 

shares and communicates climate change educational resources, inspirational national 
and global environmental news as well as sectoral issues through a variety of social 
media channels) had delivered 477,000 tweet impressions and content to more than 
10,650 unique visitors on Facebook over the course of the year (@Carbon_Literacy).   

 
 
Achievements and performance 

 
The Carbon Literacy Trust was formed in April 2014 to take on the Carbon Literacy Project from 
Cooler Projects CIC, which had developed the Project to offer everyone who lives, works and 
studies access to a day's worth of learning on climate change. 

To facilitate this process and to ensure the ongoing development of the Project, the Trust decided 
to appoint Cooler as our delivery partner, and to provide grant funding to them to continue the 
excellent work they have done to date. 
  
In this period, the Trust has worked closely with Cooler to continue developing relationships with 
existing and new sectors such as providers of social housing, local authorities, the arts and culture 
sector, the media sector, construction and engineering, rail and automotive, colleges and 
universities, national government and NHS, further establishing the Project in Wales and 
Scotland, and increasing the geographical reach of Carbon Literacy in the UK and Europe.  
  
The Trust has made good progress with this, and the Project has continued to go from strength 
to strength, with 15,008 citizens certified as Carbon Literate, 1,264 organisations with Carbon 
Literate staff, 40 organisations certified as Carbon Literate Organisations, 56 certified 
consultants, trainers and facilitators, and 6 certified Carbon Literacy Training Organisations all 
formally accredited by 30 September 2020. 
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Financial review and reserves policy 
The charity's reserves policy states that it will aim to hold reserves equivalent to 3 months' operating 
costs (in the region of £75,000) to ensure that the Project can continue to be funded in the event 
that income is significantly lower than expected. 
 
The charity currently doesn't have any unrestricted reserves. However, as the charity doesn't employ 
staff or have any other financial commitments, and the majority of the liabilities represent money 
owed to Cooler Projects which are not due until the charity can afford to pay them, the Trustees 
consider the charity is liquid and a going concern.  Plans are in place to build up reserves in line with 
the policy. 
 
 

Statement of Trustees’ responsibilities 
Law applicable to charities in England and Wales requires the trustees to prepare financial statements 
for each financial year which give a true and fair view of the charity's financial activities during the period 
and of its financial position at the end of the period. In preparing financial statements giving a true and 
fair view, the trustees should follow best practice and:  
 

• Select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 

• Observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP; 

• Make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 

• State whether applicable UK Accounting Standards and statements of recommended practice 
have been followed, subject to any material departures disclosed and explained in the financial 
statements[ 

• Prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume
that the charity will continue in operation. 

 
The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records that disclose with reasonable 
accuracy at any time the financial position of the charity and enable them to ensure that the financial 
statements comply with the Charities Act 2011. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of 
the charity and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other 
irregularities. 
 
The trustees are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the charity and financial information 
included on the charity’s website in accordance with legislation in the United Kingdom governing the 
preparation and dissemination of financial statements. 
 
Approved by the Trustees and signed on their behalf by: 
      
                                         

……………………………  Ali Abbas 
 
 
 
……………………………  Date  

07 / 26 / 2021
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Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of
 

 The Carbon Literacy Trust 

I report on the accounts of the charity for the year ended 30th September 2020 which are set out on 
pages 6 to 17. 
 
Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 
 
The trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The trustees consider that an audit is 
not required for this year under section 43(2) of the Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act) and that an 
independent examination is needed.  
 
Having satisfied myself that the charity is not subject to audit under charity law and is eligible for 
independent examination, it is my responsibility to: 
 
• examine the accounts under section 145 of the 2011 Act; 
 
• to follow the procedure laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission under 

section 145 (5)(b) of the 2011 Act; and 
 
• to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

 
Basis of independent examiner’s report 
 
My examination was carried out in accordance with general Directions given by the Charity Commission.  
An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the 
accounts presented with those records.  It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures 
in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such matters.  The 
procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and 
consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a ‘true and fair view’ and the report 
is limited to those matters set out in the statement below. 
 
Independent examiner’s statement 
 
In the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 
 
(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements: 
 

• to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the 2011 Act; and 
 
• to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the accounting

requirements of the 2011 Act 
 

have not been met; or 
 
(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the 
accounts to be reached. 

  
         

 
Paul Cowham FCA DChA 

Green Fish Resource Centre 
46 – 50 Oldham Street 

Manchester 
M4 1LE 

 
 

Date ……………………… 

07 / 26 / 2021
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Unrestricted Restricted Total funds Total funds
funds funds 2020 2019

Note £ £ £ £

Income
Donations and legacies 3 44,954 -  44,954 36,136

Charitable activities 4 150,302 136,108 286,410 99,422

Investments 5 -  -  -  -  

Total income 195,256 136,108 331,364 135,558

Expenditure

Charitable activities 6 122,618 28,404 151,022 152,837

Total expenditure 122,618 28,404 151,022 152,837

7 72,638 107,704 180,342 (17,279)

Transfer between funds 28,000 (28,000) -  -  

Net movement in funds for the year 100,638 79,704 180,342 (17,279)

Reconciliation of funds
Total funds brought forward (132,046) -  (132,046) (114,767)

Total funds carried forward (31,408) 79,704 48,296 (132,046)

The statement of financial activities includes all gains and losses recognised in the year.
All income and expenditure derive from continuing activities.

The Carbon Literacy Trust

for the year ended 30 September 2020

Statement of Financial Activities
(including Income and Expenditure account)

Net income/(expenditure) for the 
year

6
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Note
£ £ £ £

Fixed assets
Intangible assets 12 30,408 16,023

Total fixed assets 30,408 16,023

Current assets
Debtors 13 9,893 36,139
Cash at bank and in hand 126,248 11,568

Total current assets 136,141 47,707

Liabilities
Creditors: amounts falling 

due in less than one year 14 (99,817) (47,707)

Net current assets/(liabilities) 36,324 -  

Total assets less current liabilities 66,732 16,023

Creditors: amounts falling 
due after more than one year 15 (18,436) (148,069)

Net assets 48,296 (132,046)

Funds of the charity

Restricted income funds 16 79,704 -  
Unrestricted income funds 17 (31,408) (132,046)

Total charity funds 48,296 (132,046)

Ali Abbas

Name Signed

The Carbon Literacy Trust

Balance sheet as at 30 September 2020

Approved by the trustees on ….............. and signed on their behalf by:

The notes on pages 8 to 17 form part of these accounts.

2020 2019

7
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1 Accounting policies

a Basis of preparation

b Preparation of the accounts on a going concern basis

There are no key judgments which the trustees have made which have a significant effect
on the accounts.

The charity has applied Update Bulletin 1 as published on 2 February 2016 and does not
include a cash flow statement on the grounds that it is applying FRS 102 section 1A.

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Accounting and Reporting
by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their
accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and
Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 1 January 2015) - (Charities SORP (FRS 102)), the
Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) and the
Companies Act 2006.

The principal accounting policies adopted, judgments and key sources of estimation uncertainty
in the preparation of the financial statements are as follows:

Furthermore, the financial position of the charity improved significantly during the year. The
trustees are optimistic this improvement will continue.

The Carbon Literacy Trust

Notes to the accounts for the year ended 30 September 2020

The trustees do not consider that there are any sources of estimation uncertainty at the
reporting date that have a significant risk of causing a material adjustment to the carrying
amount of assets and liabilities within the next reporting period.

The trustees consider that there are no material uncertainties about the charity’s ability to
continue as a going concern. The trustees recognise that there was a deficit in unrestricted
funds of £31,408 at 30 September 2020. However, the majority of the debts of the charity
are owed to Cooler Projects C.I.C. for project delivery, and the directors of Cooler Projects
C.I.C. are not asking for these debts to be paid beyond the charity's available funds.

The Carbon Literacy Trust meets the definition of a public benefit entity under FRS102.
Assets and liabilities are initially recognised at historical cost or transaction value unless
otherwise stated in the relevant accounting policy note.

8
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c Income

d Donated services and facilities

e Interest receivable

f Fund accounting

Income is recognised when the charity has entitlement to the funds, any performance
conditions attached to the item(s) of income have been met, it is probable that the income
will be received and the amount can be measured reliably.

Income from government and other grants, whether ‘capital’ grants or ‘revenue’ grants, is
recognised when the charity has entitlement to the funds, any performance conditions
attached to the grants have been met, it is probable that the income will be received and
the amount can be measured reliably and is not deferred.

Notes to the accounts for the year ended 30 September 2020 (continued)

Income received in advance of a provision of a specified service is deferred until the criteria
for income recognition are met.

Designated funds are unrestricted funds of the charity which the trustees have decided at
their discretion to set aside to use for a specific purpose.

Restricted funds are donations which the donor has specified are to be solely used for
particular areas of the charity’s work or for specific projects being undertaken by the charity.

Donated professional services and donated facilities are recognised as income when the
charity has control over the item, any conditions associated with the donated item have
been met, the receipt of economic benefit from the use by the charity of the item is probable 
and that economic benefit can be measured reliably. In accordance with the Charities SORP
(FRS 102), general volunteer time is not recognised; refer to the trustees’ annual report for
more information about their contribution.

On receipt, donated professional services and donated facilities are recognised on the basis
of the value of the gift to the charity which is the amount the charity would have been
willing to pay to obtain services or facilities of equivalent economic benefit on the open
market; a corresponding amount is then recognised in expenditure in the period of receipt.

Interest on funds held on deposit is included when receivable and the amount can be
measured reliably by the charity; this is normally upon notification of the interest paid or
payable by the Bank.

The Carbon Literacy Trust

Unrestricted funds are available to spend on activities that further any of the purposes of
charity.

9
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h Expenditure and irrecoverable VAT

i Intangible fixed assets

Brands 5 years
Intellectual property 5 years

l Debtors

m Cash at bank and in hand

n Creditors and provisions

o Financial instruments

p Pensions

The charity does not currently operate a pension scheme.

Expenditure is recognised once there is a legal or constructive obligation to make a payment
to a third party, it is probable that settlement will be required and the amount of the
obligation can be measured reliably. 

Brands and intellectual property are capitalised at cost (or cost when transferred from
Cooler Projects CIC) and are depreciated as follows

The Carbon Literacy Trust

Cash at bank and cash in hand includes cash and short term highly liquid investments with
a short maturity of three months or less from the date of acquisition or opening of the
deposit or similar account.

Notes to the accounts for the year ended 30 September 2020 (continued)

Trade and other debtors are recognised at the settlement amount due after any trade
discount offered. Prepayments are valued at the amount prepaid net of any trade discounts
due.

Creditors and provisions are recognised where the charity has a present obligation resulting
from a past event that will probably result in the transfer of funds to a third party and the
amount due to settle the obligation can be measured or estimated reliably. Creditors and
provisions are normally recognised at their settlement amount after allowing for any trade
discounts due.

The charity only has financial assets and financial liabilities of a kind that qualify as basic
financial instruments. Basic financial instruments are initially recognised at transaction
value and subsequently measured at their settlement value with the exception of bank loans
which are subsequently measured at amortised cost using the effective interest method.

Irrecoverable VAT is charged as a cost against the activity for which the expenditure was
incurred.

10
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2 Legal status of the charity

3 Income from donations and legacies

Unrestricted Restricted Total 2020 Total 2019
£ £ £ £

Donations 44,954 -  44,954 36,136

Total 44,954 -  44,954 36,136

36,136 -  36,136

4 Income from charitable activities
Unrestricted Restricted Total 2020 Total 2019

£ £ £ £
Grants

-  -  -  3,688

-  136,108 136,108 16,892

Project income
Individual certification 92,916 -  92,916 32,580

4,575 -  4,575 4,725
16,630 -  16,630 11,900

E-learning licences 2,154 -  2,154 3,812
10,750 -  10,750 11,315

Training 19,997 -  19,997 14,260
Other earned income 3,280 -  3,280 250

Total 150,302 136,108 286,410 99,422

78,842 20,580 99,422

In the comparative figures, grant income is all restricted and project income is all unrestricted

Total by fund 30 September 
2019

The charity is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO), registration number 1156722.

Total by fund 30 September 
2019

The Carbon Literacy Trust

Notes to the accounts for the year ended 30 September 2020 (continued)

Patagonia - the Tides 
Foundation
Department for Business, 
Energy & Industrial Strategy

Trainer certification
Organisation certification

Course certification

11
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5 Investment income
Unrestricted Restricted 2020 2019

£ £ £ £

Income from bank deposits -  -  -  -  

-  -  -  -  

6 Analysis of expenditure on charitable activities

Total 2020 Total 2019
£ £

Carbon Literacy (charitable activity)
Grants paid for project administration 128,467 121,761
Amortisation of intangible assets 13,615 24,757
Other running costs 8,490 5,819

Other governance costs

450 500

151,022 152,837

2020 2019
£ £

Restricted expenditure 28,404 20,580
Unrestricted expenditure 122,618 132,257

151,022 152,837

The Carbon Literacy Trust

Independent examination & 
accountancy

Notes to the accounts for the year ended 30 September 2020 (continued)

12
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7 Net income/(expenditure) for the year

This is stated after charging/(crediting): 2020 2019
£ £

Amortisation of intangible assets 13,615 24,757
Independent examiner's  remuneration

- accountancy 350 350
- independent examination 100 100
- corporation tax return preparation and filing 50 50

8 Staff costs

9 Trustee remuneration and expenses, and related party transactions

Aggregate donations from related parties were £nil (2019: £nil).

There are no donations from related parties which are outside the normal course of business
and no restricted donations from related parties.

The charity had no employees or staff costs during the year. Management was provided by the 
trustees who received no remuneration.

Neither the trustees nor any persons connected with them received any remuneration or
reimbursed expenses during the year (2019: Nil).

No trustee or other person related to the charity had any personal interest in any contract or
transaction entered into by the charity, including guarantees, during the year (2019: nil).

Notes to the accounts for the year ended 30 September 2020 (continued)

The Carbon Literacy Trust

13
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10 Government grants

The government grants recognised in the accounts were as follows:

2020 2019
£ £

136,108 16,892

136,108 16,892

11 Corporation tax

12 Fixed assets: intangible assets

Intellectual
Brands property

Cost £  £ Total

12,000 177,738 189,738
Additions -  28,000 28,000
Disposals -  -  -  

At 30 September 2020 12,000 205,738 217,738

Depreciation

12,000 161,715 173,715
Charge for the year -  13,615 13,615
Disposals -  -  -  

At 30 September 2020 12,000 175,330 187,330

Net book value

At 30 September 2020 -  30,408 30,408

At 30 September 2019 -  16,023 16,023

Department for Business, Energy & Industrial 
Strategy

There were no unfulfilled conditions and contingencies attaching to this grant.

Notes to the accounts for the year ended 30 September 2020 (continued)

At 1 October 2019

The charity is exempt from tax on income and gains falling within Chapter 3 of Part 11 of the
Corporation Tax Act 2010 or Section 256 of the Taxation of Chargeable Gains Act 1992 to the
extent that these are applied to its charitable objects. No tax charges have arisen in the
charity.

The Carbon Literacy Trust

At 1 October 2019

14
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13 Debtors
2020 2019

£ £

Trade debtors 9,893 6,223
Other debtors and accrued income -  29,916

9,893 36,139

14 Creditors: amounts falling due within one year

2020 2019
£ £

Other creditors 99,367 44,917
Accruals 450 2,790

99,817 47,707

15 Creditors: amounts falling after more than one year

2020 2019
£ £

Other creditors 18,436 148,069

18,436 148,069

The Carbon Literacy Trust

Notes to the accounts for the year ended 30 September 2020 (continued)

The amount falling due within one year under other creditors includes the outstanding costs 
incurred by Cooler Projects CIC for work undertaken on the Carbon Literacy Project that the 
Trust has agreed to pay in the year to 30 September 2021.

The amount falling due after more than one year comprises the amount that the Trust has 
agreed to pay Cooler Projects CIC for work undertaken on the Carbon Literacy Project prior to 
the handover of the Project and its assets to the Trust (£18,436) and the outstanding costs 
incurred by Cooler Projects CIC for work undertaken on the Carbon Literacy Project in this and 
prior periods (2020: £nil, 2019: £129,633).

15
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16 Analysis of movements in restricted funds

Balance at 
1 Oct 
2019 Income Expenditure Transfers

Balance at 
30 Sep 
2020

£ £ £ £ £

-  136,108 (28,404) (28,000) 79,704

-  136,108 (28,404) (28,000) 79,704

Balance at 
1 Oct 
2018 Income Expenditure Transfers

Balance at 
30 Sep 
2019

£ £ £ £ £

-  3,688 (3,688) -  -  

-  16,892 (16,892) -  -  

-  20,580 (20,580) -  -  

17 Analysis of movement in unrestricted funds

Balance at 
1 Oct 
2019 Income Expenditure Transfers

Balance at 
30 Sep 
2020

£ £ £ £ £

(132,046) 195,256 (122,618) 28,000 (31,408)

(132,046) 195,256 (122,618) 28,000 (31,408)

Balance at 
1 Oct 
2018 Income Expenditure Transfers

Balance at 
30 Sep 
2019

£ £ £ £ £

(114,767) 114,978 (132,257) -  (132,046)

(114,767) 114,978 (132,257) -  (132,046)

Notes to the accounts for the year ended 30 September 2020 (continued)

Previous reporting 
period

General fund

The Carbon Literacy Trust

Previous reporting 
period

Patagonia - the Tides 
Foundation
Department for 
Business, Energy & 
Industrial Strategy

Department for 
Business, Energy & 
Industrial Strategy

General fund

16
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18 Analysis of net assets between funds

General Designated Restricted
fund funds funds Total

£ £ £ £

Tangible fixed assets 30,408 -  -  30,408
Net current assets/(liabilities) (43,380) -  79,704 36,324
Creditors of more than one year (18,436) -  -  (18,436)

Total (31,408) -  79,704 48,296

The Carbon Literacy Trust

Notes to the accounts for the year ended 30 September 2020 (continued)
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