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ANNUAL REPORT
FOR THE YEAR 1st April 2022 - March 31st 2023

OFFICE BEARERS 2022-2023

St. Gregorios Indian Orthodox Churc™

Southend -on -sea, Essex
Emeail : indianorthodoxchurchsouths-: Tomail.com

Worship at All Saints Church
1 Sutton Road, Southend-on - Sez. S3232A

Rev. Fr. Josen John - Vicar

Mob. : + 44 7729 776352

Mr. Jiji Thomas - Hon. Treasurer
+44 739334 0787

Mr. Jacob Thomas - Hon. Secratz-,
Mob : +44 7888299387

Managing Committee members.

Mr. K S Abraham - +44 782861 33<;2
Mr. Libin Mathews - +44 728385823&¢
Mr. Sunil Thankachen -+ &4 74282 &
Mrs. Marion Abraham - + 44 7551 2347
Mr. Saji Ravi - +44 798441 8282

Mr. Jobi Varghese -+ 44 7307357542
Mr. Saibu Samusl - + 44 755574 753<
Mrs. Loveena Simon - + 44 7250823021
Mrs. Sharon Shibu Thomas Ex-offizic
Mob.: + 44 7737492781

iMr. K.S Abraham -Dioccesan Nambs-
Mob.: +44 782861 3842

Mob. : + 44 79494137385

Mr. Thomas Phllip - internal Auditer

Mob.: +44 7447 094661

Mrs Ancymol Jacob - OSSAE Repressnizt. s
Mob.:+44 7412 762707

Mrs. Celina Scaria - MMVS Reprass=isi:
Moab, ; +44 7402 299982

Mr, Rinu Raj- Youth Reprgsenizlvs

Mob.: +44 78799 16052




Office bearers 2023-2024

Vicar: Rev.FrJosen Jchr
Trustee : Mr. K.8 Abrans~
Secretary : Mr. Libin Matawns

Committee membears:
Mr. Georga Mathews
Mr. Roy Philiposa

Mr. Blasson M. Skariz
Mr. Roji Varghess
Mr. Rinu Raju

Mrs. Thankamma 3gji

Ex officio:
Mr. Jif Thomas
Mr. Jacob P, Thomas

Intermal Auditor :Mr. JoZ! Varghese
Diocesan Rep : Mr. Bincy Mathaw

Sunday Scheol
Head Teacher: Mrs. Ancy Jasod
Youth Secrstary : Mr. Saizu M Samuel

Martha mariyam samaiam
Secretary : Mrs, Sony Bisssan
Trustee : Mrs, Sindu Suni




Introduction

Grace and Glory of ourlord be wii- U3 2. On bshalf of the managing committes, |
take this opportunity to present the ~n~ual repart of our church for 2022 2023. With
the Grace of God and the visionary ieadarship of H G Dr Mathews Mar Thimothios,
H G Abraham Mar Stephanos Metrorc iian -Diocasse of UK, Europe and Africa and
our vicars Rev. Fr Josen John with t’- r dedication, contribution, and service for our
communily, helped in the growth ¢f S Gragorios Indian Orthodox Church at
Southend -On -Sea,

The parish is affiliated and constituzs 12 T ¢ Malankara Orthodox Church, founded by
St. Thomas, disciple of Lord Jesus C~-s%. 2zostle and patron saint of India in AD 52,

Tendered and administered at press-izy ks Holiness Moran Mar Basslios
Marthoma Mathews lil, Catholicos ¢ = = Zzst and Malankara Metropolitan,
successor to the Apostolic throne c” 32 T omas,

St Gregorios 10C is underthe jurisd'zz2~ 27 he Diocese of UK, Europe, and Africa of
the Malankara Orthodox Church. Y=—z=r5 T-om Southend, Basildon, Romford,
Chelmsford and Colchester havs o2~ 22 3 0 live up to the challenge of fulfilling
their duties to the orthodox commrur 7. “-== \alankara Orthodox Church.

! am presenting a glimpss of aif ¢cur 22t . 7235 accomplished during the year April {:
2022 -March 2023

General Body Mestings

General Body meetings had tesn ne's 1z 22275ss various matters conceming the
parish. There were three Gensral boo TEIL7ge held in the year 2022-2023 In the '
month of June 2022, October 2022 =~ 2 in Feoruary 2023, The Meetings were held at

All Sainis Church, Southend-On-Seeg 2nd =3 hean presided by Vicar Rev. Fr. Josen

John

Managing Commilttee Mestings

The Managing Committes, along Wit =g Sa tary, Trustes and Vicarmeeton a
regutar schedule, to plan varicus aciv'ss 58, discuss the affairs of the parish. This
year a total of nine such meetings wsrs = : The Vicar/President serves as the

=¥
Chairman of the Managing Commitse masi~ g

fﬂ

Worship schedule
Worship held at All Saints Church. Sunir Rozd 882 5PA.

Holy Qurbana

Holy Qurbana held every second Satirczy 2n 4 fourth Saturday of the month,
Moming Prayer (Prabhatha Namasxara~ siz=s 51 9:00 am followed by the Holy
Qurbana.

Holy Qurbana is conducted in Maizyzzm.

“




Altar Assistants

The following Pecple served as Altar assistant during the year 2022-2023
Mr. George Mathew

Mr. Shibu Thomas

Mr, Roy Thomas

Mr. Sunil Thankachan
Mr Binoy mathews
Mr.Joshy Valumel

Mr Joby Varghese

Mr. Blesson M Skaria
Mr. Alwin Thomas Jaccs
Mr. Alvin Abraham
Master Eaden Binoy Mzahsws
Master Edwin Varghass
Master Rishon Thamgi
Master Samusi Libin
Master Daniel Libin
Master Jenix Josz
Master Steffln Sunil
Maser Alby Thomas
Master Ashlsy Thomas
Master Alfin Sunii

We thank each of them 'noividually for rendering thelr service to our church.

Martha-Mariam Samajam 2022-2023

St Mary's L.eague Reprsssntative- Mrs. Celin Scariah
St Mary's League Trusise- Mrs Gladis Renu

St Mary's League Comrittee member:
Mrs. Nija Jifl, Mrs. Irdu Linin Mrs, Sibi Binoy Mrs. Sindhu Sunli, Mrs. Sunu Joby

Numerous activities fosussing on prayer and Bible studies were conducted. Praysr

- meeling and Bible studies ware held on regular basis every Wednasday on Zoom on
diocesan level. Second and fourth Saturday MOMS get together, and prayer was
organised after the Hely Qurbana.

Moms members tcok active participation during church Perunal held in November
2022 by serving food and being In charge of decorating the church. Members
maintained dress code during these occasions.

Moms had an active participation during Onam celebration held In September 2022

MOMS members alsc actively participated during Easter and Good Friday specially
involved with serving food and arranging the food for many occaslons




MGOCSM/OCYM

MGOCSM / OCYM members have === 3 maintain our focus and contribution
wherever possible including helpinz » = Sunday School and OVBS where members

helped organise and run sessions 2.2~ 3 with aclivities and events. MGOCSM/
OCYM also helped arrange church f=- Qurbana and take partin the clean-up
thereafter. MGOCSM /OCYM membsz= maintainad an active role In the online

prayers.

Alvin Abraham was selected as UK S:_:~ zone Representative — Congratulations.

AMOS

AMOSS is a spiritual organisation $°!.'z 2~ <ara Orthodox church which is aimed at
moulding people who have God's c-=2= . zsZcafion, who follow spiritual and
sacramental life, and who have wer s o ssssrence, to reside as servants in the
sacramental servica of the Holy Chu-z~ =n2 towards creafing awareness amongst
the acolytes serving in the aitarcr == Ts2:don, and practices through Holy
Qurbana, sacraments, and oiher '—"-:::a-: ays observed within the Church.
AMOSS has provided selfless s2r.7zs = T 3 worship and spiritual activities of our
parish throughout the years. Th.s ~zs ':55 —+ads possible under the able guldance

of the Vicars from time o tims. *\'s ~z.3 20 members serving as altar assistants

at our parish.

Annual confarences at diocese igvs: 275 2
encouragement of youngsterc as he
Qur parish conducts fraining for new
AMOSS.

Ongoing frainings for all alter assistar s &
specially during the days of the Hoiy « 22«

- sonducted aiming at the upliftment and

1 m
hi

z~z25 who are interested in being part of

crovided by the vicar on a regular basis

Sunday school
Headteacher — Mrs Ancy Jacob
Assistant headteacher — Mrs Reanz % 5’;" z82

Health and safety rep- Mrs Jeana KL -g-2s 3=

36 children attended Sunday scheos Z:a3
8 Church members completad ysar * 1 sx3™ 3 inis year.

Talent competition for Sclo song

s~z oot competition was held online for
district level and 10 children patcicsisz ©
*e "I

2+ ~is. Quiz competition for district lavel
:" sur students participated for this.
. 2022,

was conductsd on 16/10/22 ani
Half yearly exam was conductec

‘idon, Senlor youth and MGOCSM

OVBS was conducted on Cetober " 31 22 55
o zamas. 30 children and 20

church members organised lessars
volunteers participated.

Annual exam was held on Degamisr "7 2122




Bullding Committee
Following members have been selectsd as members in the building commitiee.

Convener- Mr Geosan George
Commitiee members:

Mr George Mathews

Mr Libini Mathews

Mr Roy T Thomas

Mrs Sharon Shibu Thomas
Mr K & Abraham

Mr. Jiji Thomas

Mr Jacob P Thomss

Building committes has besn reguiarly mesting to discuss plans with regards to
having a permanent place of worshlp under the Isadership of Mr Geosan George

Church Choir

Church choir has besn led by Mr Rinu Raju along with Mr Jose Gsorge in charge of
sound systern. Church members have been taking active participation to join and
participate in the Hoiy Liturgy. Mr George Mathew and Mrs Ancymol Jacob has
overssen organizing ine team along with Rinu Raju.

Wehsite

Mr Roni Rajan, Mr Thomas Phiiip & Mr Shiji Daniel have overseen building the
church website and updating church information’s on social media.

Contribution to regulariy update the contents, photos and you tubs link has been
made by each of the church members

Website- www.sgiocessex.cra.uk

Facebook page for the church has stayed active and regularly updated.

Feast of St.Gregorios (Palll Parunal)

St Gregorios Indian Orthodox Church, Southend On Sea, Celsbrated Perunal of the
Patron Saint Parumala Thirumeni on the 11t & 12t of November 2022, We were
blessed with the presence of our new diocese metropolitan HG Abraham Mar
Stephanos. Members from Chelmsford, Colchester, Romford, Basildon, and
Southend attended the Perunal. The Chief Celebrant was HG Abraham Mar
Stephanos. The Parumala Perunal was Conducted by Pada yatra followed by
Sandhya namaskam, Devotional speech by our Thirumeni and Rev.Fr. Aby Philip on
11 November evening. Welcome spesch by our Vicar Rev. Fr. Josen John and
Vote of Thanks by Secretary Jacob P. Thomas. Celebrating Holy Qurbana on 12th
Nov 2022, followed by Prathishanam, Nercha vilambu and Sneha virunnu. There
was brief meeting to felicitate our newly appointed Thirumeni. For our church,
Trustee, Secretary and Spiritual organization representatives to give gifts to
Thirumeni,




Food Fest

There was a food fest heid 0Bth ¢° 272251 2022 to raise fund for the church which
was a grsat

success. Almost parish embers przzz-s2 food at home for sale in the food fest.
Harvest Festival

28M November 2022 after Holy Qur-z- 2 sur church conducted Harvest Festival.
Almost our Church Members active . -z xivated in the Harvest festival to make this
a great evant. Parishioners bmuc'-‘ . 27223 plants and fruits from their garden and
otheritems for sals. Children anc =z = schvsly took interestin buying and raising
fund for the church.

Onam

Onam was celebrated on 24th of Sso=~csr 2022 after Holy Qurbana. Special onam
sadhya was organized by church 2= ~s72srs dressed up In traditional Kerala
atiire.

Christmas Celsbration

Holy Qurbana was celebrates ¢~ 24~ Zziswber 22 by Rev.FrJosen John. The
Christmas Message deliversc T :— .2=- » 35 inspiring to all the people gatherad in
the church. After the Holy Gur%: .z~ x5 participated in a Snehavirunnu to
celebrats the birth of our sa‘.'"_;'. Lszarese sahedule, church carol group visited
members houses and sung 2 2272 $2-2 'r. Binoy Mathew was the Christmas

Carol Convenor,

4 'hi

Food and Refreshment

Mr. Saji Ravi has been nomingsz = 27337 =3 food and refresh ment for members

after Holy Qurbana.
-~~~ 5,87y second and fourth Saturday after

3z ::"':butlon from the kind hearted church
membars.

New mambership

We had Flve new members wnz ~3.8 = &2 z2rd applied for membership during the

yoar 2022-2023




Obituary
Qur prayer for the departed Soul of

K1 Philipose — Father of Roy Philipose
Annamma Philipose — Mother of Roy Philipose
Y Thankachen — Father of Sunil Thankachen
K.G. Kurian — Father of Geestha Shaji

Raju P G- Father of Reena Bejoy

Our church organized a spscial condolence prayers.

Acknowledgment

I thank God Almighty for giving me the opportunity to serve as the Secretary of this

blessad
parish. Sincere thanks to all, who helped to make this year a productive, progressive

and blessed year,

On behalf of our Vicar, Trustee, Managing Committee and myself, | thank each one
of you

for your support and co-operation.

Many thanks to all the office bearers for their support. My grateful appreciation and

thanks _
go outto all of you, and pray that God reward them for theiruncondifional dedication

and
love towards our parish. Thank you all for the teamwork.
For the Managing Committes, Respectfully Submitted
Ny
Jacob ‘I./omas
)

(Secretary




Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of
St.Gregorios indian Orthodox Church, Essex

| report on the accounts for the year ended 31 March 2023 set out on pages 10 to 13.

Responsibilities and basls of report
As the charlty's trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with

the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (“the Act”).

| report in respect of my examination of the Trust’s accounts carried out under section 145 of the
2011 Act and in carrying out my examlination, | have followed all the applicable Directions glven by
the Charity Commission under section 145{5}({b) of the Act.

Independent examiner's statement

[ have completed my examination. | confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in
connection with the examination which gives me cause to believe that in, any material respect:

the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Charitles Act; or

the accounts did not accord with the accounting records; or

the accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and content
of accounts set out in the Charitfes {Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any
requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair’ view which is not a matter considered as part of
an Independent examinatlon.

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to
which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the
accounts to be reached.

Jomy John

Johns Accountancy & Taxation
Filton

Bristol BS7 ORG

Date 31/01/2024




Ftameat of Fienclol Activiiey
For the Your Endgd 31 March 2627
2Ry {17 ed
Vinstiptad  Rastduad ot
fhmd
) Nohes ® 18 m i

INGORHNO READURGES
L feom o funds
Velwdaiy ks 22844 1870y
Astiilies fos pEnarming v 1474 1,474 .
Cter ivoowdng cessisces # -] .
‘Tota] naoming, resaurces mi4d - 1,148 8,707
HESOURASE
Cats of Oepwntilng Purds
Chvirabls Expandixre 18542 1,602 14,508
Frodesiaing Exmensos - - - -
Govemanse GoR 7713 tais 1,648

8310 3 18,318 18,707
HET INCOMING RESORTER SEFORE TRANGFERS (Y1 - b 1,600
Cioa taretis ittt By -
Nt iy rEpusRs. R = B i
HECONCILIATION OF FUNDS
Tolak fundy brotght fovwand B2 . 61,003 nas
TOTAL FHNOS CARRIED FURNARD (-2 e] . N5t 3602

Tive notes S padt of ikssk flaensial slaternanta
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St Gra s_Indian O Churs

B o §h
At 31 March 2023
_ 2023 2022
Unresfricted  Restrigted Juial Tota!l
Eund Eond
Notas - £ 1£} {€) 5]

FIXED ASBETS
Tangile Assels - - - .
CURRENT ASSETS
Deblors - - - -
Gash at Bank and [n Hand 83,121 - 83,121 83.483 -

33,121 - 93,121 83,483
CREDITORS
Amounts falling dus within one year - - 300 - 480
NET CURRENT ASSETS / (LIABILITIES} 93121 - 93,421 $3,003
TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES 93,121 - 83,421 83,003
GREMTORS
Amounts faling due after more than one yaar - - - -
NET ASSETSE 931421 - 93,421 83,003
FUNDS 1 :
Unresticted Fundsa 93,421 3,003
Restricted Funds . -
TOTAL FUNDS 93,421 83,003

The financial Statements were approved by the Board of Trustees on ’GL/"" 9‘3\ and were signed on its behalf by

H P TY F O T

Treasurar

Tha notes form part of thasa financial atalements

Page 11




St Gregorlos Indlan Crthodox Church
Notes to the Flnanclal Statements - continued for the Year Ended 31 March 2023

1. MOVEMENT IN FUNDS

Net Transfers
Movement betwesn
At 1.4.2022 in Funds Funds At 31.03.2023
£ £ £ £
Unrestricted Funds
Generai Fund 83,483 9,038 93,421
Others - - -
83,483 9,838 0 93,421
Restricted Funds
Church Praperty Fund - - -
TOTAL FUNDS 83,483 5938 - 93,421
Nat Movement in Funds, included in above are as follows
Incoming Resources Movement in
Resourcs  Expended. Funds
£ £ £
Unrestricted Funds
General Fund -— 28,148 18,210 9,938
Others - - -
28,148 18,210 9,938
Restricted Funds - ) -
TOTAL FUNDS 28,148 18,210 9,938

Page 12




5t Gregorlos Indlan Orthodox Church
Detalled Statement of FInancial Actlvitles for the Year Ended 31 March 2023

2023 2022
£) ' (£)
Incomlng Resources
Voluntary Income
Danations 2,806 -
Subscription 15,425 18,707
Offertory 5,544 -
Sunday School and OVBS 580 -
MOMS 260 -
Diocesan Day 65 -
St Gregorios Feast(Perunat) 150 -
Christmas 1,600 -
Semlnary
Holy Week 50 -
BirthdayAvedding /Sacraments
Catholicate Day 65 -
Glft Aid
26,644 18,707
Actlvitlas for Generating Funds
Harvast festival 985 -
Food Festival 479
1,474 -
Other Incoming Resources
Miscellaneous Income 30 -
Total Incoming Resgurces 28,148 18,707
Resources Expended
Charitable Expendetures
Vicar Allowances 5,800 8,225
Remuneration: Guest Priests
Perunal( Feast) 1,751
Gift(Donation) 280
Dlocese Day
Sunday School and OVBS 997 782
Consumables, Food & Refreshments 1,535 2,149
MOMS 250 .
Church Rent 3,115 2,860
Christmas 107
Parish Day
Holy Waek 3,037
16,692 14,106
Fund Ralsing Expenseae
Events Cost - -
Governance Cost
Sundries 771 518
Accounting 240 480
Bank charges 74 18
Subscriptions 330 302
Advertiging 63
Travel Expanse 204
Printing & Stationery ) 220
1,618 1,601
Total Resourcse Expended 18,210 16,707
Net Income 9,938 1,000

Page 13



