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ANNUAL REPORT
FOR THE YEAR 1st April 2022 - March 31st 2023

OFFICE BEARERS 2022-2023

St. Gregorios Indian Orthodox Churc-
Southend - on —sea, Essex
Email: indianorthodoxchurchsou J;e- =:-=mail, com

Worship stAll Saints Church
1 Sutton Road, Southend- on - Sea. 6625PA

Rev. Fr. Josen John - Vicar
Mob. : + 44 7729 776352
Mr. Jiji Thomas - Hon. Treasurer
+44 739334 0787
Mr. Jacob Thomas - Hon. Secret -,
Mob: +44 7898299387

Managing Committee members.
Mr. K S Abraham -+44 782861 38'.
Mr. Libin Mathews -+44 79836553=6
Mr. Sunil Thankachen -+ 44 7 ' '6': 5:-=.
Mrs. Marion Abraham -+ 44 7551 232:
Mr. Saji Ravl -+44 798441 8282
Mr. Jobi Varghese -+ 44 7307357542
Mr. Saibu Samuel -+ 44 755574 763-'
Mrs. Loveena Simon -+ 44 795092,.-':
Mrs. Sharon Shibu Thomas Ex-o11=:-
Mob.:+ 44 7737492781
Mr. K.S Abraham - Diocesan kierrbs-
Mob. : +44 782861 3842
Mr. George Math ews- Associatio„'.ie-==.
Mob. .' + 44 7949413795
Mr. Thomas Philip - internal Aud. :c~
Mob. : +44 7447 094661
Mrs Ancymol Jacob -OSSAE Rs ress-:=:.s
Mob. :+44 7412 762707
Mrs. Celina Searle - MMVS Reor se- w:, s
Mob. : +44 7402 299982
Mr, Rinu Raj- Youth Represen~=',
Mob. : +44 78799 16052



Olftce bearers 2023-2024

Vicar: Rev.Fr Josen Jcr r
Trustee: Mr. K.S Abrar -.—
Secretary: Mr. Libin Ma

' -;;s

Committee members:
Mr. George Math ews
Mr. Roy Phihpose
Mr. Blesson M. Skaria
Mr. Roti Varghese
Mr. Rinu Raju
Mrs. Thankamma Saji

Ex offici:
Mr. Jijl Thomas
Mr. Jacob P. Thomas

Internal Auditor: k!r. J"'=. Va. hese
Diocesan Rep: M. Bincy 'Ja'=ew

Sunday Sch oo!
Head Teacher: M~. A-c, .acob
Youth Secretary: I".„-.Sai ', .I Samuel

Martha madyam sarna~m
Secretary: Mrs, Sony Biesson
Trustee: Mrs. Sindu S.".'I



Introduction

Grace and Glory of our Lord be ii '; -:- =- .. On behalf of the managing committee, I

take this opportunity to present th= .-'.-"~ a! report of our church for 2022 2023. With
the Grace of God and the visionary iea:ershlp of H G Dr Mathews Mar Thimothlos,
H G Abraham Mar Stephanos Metrccc nan -Diocese of U.K, Europe and Africa and
our vicars Rev. Fr Josen John with t-s r dedication, contribution, and service for our
community, helped in the growth of 5: G.sgorios Indian Orthodox Church at
South end -On -Sea.

The parish is affiliated and constitu-. s:::=Maiankara Orthodox Church, founded by
St. Thomas, disciple of Lord Jesus C--'s: a=cetic and patron saint of india in AD 52.
Tendered and administered at press-: =, 5's Holiness Moran Mar Baselios
Marthoma Mathews lil, Catholicos =- =- East and Malankara Metropolitan,
successor to the Apostolic throne c- =:,- =-as.

St Gregorios IOC is underthejuisd::=- ==she Dioceseof UK, Europe, and Africa of
the Matankara Orthodox Church, ,". e-cars -'-om Southend, Baslldon, Romford,
Chelmsfoid and Colchester have ===- =-= = to five up

touche

challenge of fulfilling
theirduties to the orthodox coi. .:—,.- -. , -——,', Ialankara Orthodox Church.

I am presenting a glimpse of a'I c - s=:. :ss accomplished during the year April
2022 -March 2023

General Body Meetings

General Body meetings had caen hs =:= s==.ess various matters concerning the
parish. There were three Gererai bc=, -ss:-gs held in the year 20222023 in the
month of June 2022, October 2022 -=-"„;;=.= ru ary 2023. The Meetings were held at
All Saints Church, Southsnd-On-Ssa a-"d -ad been presided by Vicar Rev. Fr. Josen
John

Managing Committee Meetings

The Managing Committee, alone;; i=':-e Ss:rstaiy, Trustee and Vicar meet on a
regularschedule, to plan varicus ac:,. :ss, ai 3 discuss the affairs of the parish, This
years total of nine such mssdngs;. = "', '. Ths Vicar/President serves as the
Chairman of the Managing Comr .: s r;=s.'-:s.

Worship schedule
Worship held at All Saints Church. 5 —..:-, R=sd SS2 5PA.

Holy Qurbana

Holy Qurbana held every second Saf . =a, a-d;:earth Saturday of the month,
Morning Prayer (Prabhatha Names'. ara- s~-,s si 9;00 am followed by the Holy
Qurbana.
Holy Qurbana is conducted in Ma'a,



Altar Assistants

The following People ser, ed as Altar assistant during the year 2022-2023
Mr. George Math ew
Mr. Shibu Thomas
Mr. Roy Thomas
fvlr. Sunil Thankachen
Mr Blnoy mathews
Mr Joshy Valumel
Mr Joby Varghese
Mr. Blesson M Skaria
Mr. Alwtn Thomas Jacc"
Mr. Aivin Abraham
Master Eaden Binoy ktaie;;s
Master Edwin Varghess
Master Rishon Than„-
Master Samuel Libi, .
Master Daniel Libin
Master Jenix Jose
Master Steffln Sunii
Maser Alby Thomas
Master Ashley Thon. as
Master Alftn Sunil

We thank each of the;. ;";:,:"ually for rendering their service to our church.

Martha-Mariam Samajam 2022-2023

St Mary's League Reoresentative- Mrs. Celin Scariah
St Mary's League irus'. ee- Mrs Gladis Renu
St Mary's League Cor, ri'.tee member:
Mrs. Nija Jiji, Mrs. i. du Libin Mrs. Sibi Binoy Mrs. Sindhu Sunil, Mrs. Sunu Joby

Numerous activities focussing on prayer and Bible studies were conducted. Prayer
meeting and Bible studies were held on regular basis every Wednesday on Zoom on
diocesan level. Second and fourth Saturday MOMS get together, and prayer was
organised after the Hoiy Qurbana.

Mome members took active participation during church Perunal held in November
2022 by serving food and being in charge of decorating the church, Members
maintained dress axfe durin g these occasions.

Mome had an active participation during Onam celebration held in September 2022

MOMS members also actively participated during Easter and Good Friday specially
involved with serving food and arranging the food for many occasions



MGOCSM / OCYM

MGOCSM /OCYM members have:=-=:: maintain our focus and contribution
whereverpossible including helpir, =: = Sunday School and OVBS where members

helped organise and run sessions a.c-g,vith activities and events. MGOCSM/
OCYM also helped arrange church f=- Qurbana and take part in the clean-up
thereafter. MGOCSM /OCYM rnembe=- maintained an active role In the online

prayers.

Alvin Abraham was selected as UK =::zone Representative —Congratulations.

AMOS

AMOSS is a spiritual organisation c- I3s s-kara Orthodox church which is aimed at
moulding people who have God's ==-:= =="' cation, who follow spiritual and
sacramental life, and who have v. c-.=, = ."--:ence, to reside as servants in the
sacramental service of the Holy Ch -=-:-,", to,vards creating awareness amongst
the acolytes serving in the altar c. -'=-: === don, and practices through Holy
Qurbana, sacraments, and other i:-====-:"ays observed within the Church.
AMOSS has provided selfless s .-, '=.=-.= =-: . , crship and spiritual activities of our
parish throughout the years. Tn s -as ==-=-- -ads possible under the able guidance
of the Vicars from time to tir;:", , e - = . . - =-. =- 20 members serving as altar assistants
at ourparish.
Annual conferences at diocese:e =. -= = =-; =cnducted aiming at the upliftmentand

encouragementof youngsters as he a =--cc/s,
Our parish conducts training for -e v -=-==- ~ who are interested in being part of
AMOS S.
Ongoing trainings for all alter acs'slants =- e crovtded by the vicar on a regular basis
specially during the days of ihe Ho:, :,=exs

Sunday school
Headteacher —Mrs Ancy Jacob
Assistant headteacher —Mrs Peen=- '; a=-=-=-=

Health and safety rep- Mrs Jee, , a K -=:==-=

36 children attended Sunday schc = ass=a
8 Church members completed yea-" ex=-= —I.s year.

Talent competition for Solo song =--" e c=-:c- competition was held online for

district level and 10 children pa~ c "=-:=-= .=.:,s. Quiz competition for district level
was conducted on 16/10/22 or I:;e =-" = = == =,.'s'udents participated for this.
Half yearly exam was conductec -- —. -= 2022,

OVBS was conducted on Octo er ' =--.. = e-. Bssiidon, Senior youth and MGOCSM

church members organised Iessc. -==-=- ==- =-= "ames. 30 children and 20
volunteers participated.

Annual exam was held on Oecet ':=-



Building Committee
Following members have been selected as members in the building committee.

Convener- Mr Geosan George
Committee members:
Mr George Math ewe
Mr Libini Mathews
Mr Roy T Thomas
Mrs Sharon Shibu Thomas
Mr K S Abraham
Mr. Jttg Thomas
Mr Jacob P Thomas

Building committee has bee, . regularly meeting to discuss plans with regards to
having a permanent place cf::orshlp under the leadership of Mr Geosan George

Church Choir

Church choir has been iec by i~,lr Rinu Raju along with Mr Jose George in charge of
sound system. Church n.embers have been taking active participation to join and
participate in the Holy Liturgy. Kir George Mathew and Mrs An cy mal Jacob has
overseen organizing the t am along with Rinu Raju.

Web site

Mr Roni Rajan, Mr Thomas Philip 6 MrShiii Daniel have overseen building the
church website and updating church information's on social media.
Contribution to reguladv update the contents, photos and you tube link has been
made by each of the churci; members
Website- www. s iocessex. orc.uk

Facebook page for the church has stayed active and regularly updated.

Feast of St.Gregorlos (Palll Perunal)

St, Gregorios Indian Orthodox Church, Southend On Sea, Celebrated Perunal ofthe
Patron Saint Parumaia Thirumeni on the 11~ 8 12~ of November 2022. We were
blessed with the presence of our new diocese metropolitan HG Abraham Mar
Stephanos. Members from Chelmsford, Colchester, Romford, Basildon, and
Southend attended the Perunal. The Chief Celebrant was HG Abraham Mar
Stephanos. The Parumala Perunal was Conducted by Pads yatra followed by
Sandhya namaskam, Devotional speech by our Thirumeni and Rev. Fr. Aby Philip on
11'~ November evening. Welcome speech by our Vicar Rev. Fr. Josen John and
Vote of Thanks by Secretary Jacob P. Thomas. Celebrating Holy Qurbana on 12th
Nov 2022, followed by Prathishanam, Nercha vilambu and Sneha virunnu. There
was brief meeting to felicitate our newly appointed Thirumeni. For our church,
Trustee, Secretary and Spiritual organization representatives to give gifts to
Thirumeni.



Food Fest
There was a food fest heid 08th c-:::=sr2022 to raise fund for the church which

was a great
success. Almost parish embers p==: =--=-= .ood at home for sale in the food fest.

Harvest Festival

26~ November 2022 after Holy Qu,=s- =- cur church conducted Harvest Festival.

Almost our Church Members active, =-=:cic ated in the Harvest festival to make this

a great event. Parishioners broucn: . -:-= s plants and fruits from their garden and

other items forsale. Chiidren anc =-: =- =-=:;sly took interestin buying and raising

fund for the church.

Onam

Onam was celebrated on 24th cf Ss=-.s-=er 2022 after Holy Qurbana. Special onam

sadhya was organized by church =- = -=-= rs dressed u p in traditional Kerala

attire.

Christmas Celebration

Holy Qurbana was celebrates -- -'.— ==s-, ber 22 by Rev. Fr Josen John. The

Christmas Message del'rverec =,:=:.=:ss inspiring to all the people gathered in

Ihe church. After the Holy Q ='s-s =-, =-, :-—participated in a Snehavirunnu to

celebrate the birth of our sa = - '
=- ==---. =- s=hedule, church carol group visited

members houses and sung t'-e ==-: =:-- 'Jr. Binoy Mathew was the Christmas

Carol Convenor,

Food and Refreshment

M . Saji Ravl has been non- -stec:c =-==--::=fccd and refreshment for members

after Holy Qurbana.
Parish provides Snehavirun- u .e-'-ss--=-. e;sry second and fourth Saturday after

Holy Qurbana. Majority of *:;;=;- --=- ===- = --. :bution from the kind hearted church

members.

New membership

We had Five new members:;, . = "=-.=-: - =-= a~- applied for membership during the

year 2022-2023



Obituary

Our prayer for the departed Soul of

K I Philiposs —Father of Roy Philiposs
Annamma Phttipose —Mother of Roy Philipose
Y Thankachsn —Father of Sunil Thankachen
K.G. Kurian —Fathsrof Gsstha Shaji
Raju P G —Father of Resna Bejoy

Our church organized a special condolence prayers.

Acknowledgment

l thank God Almighty for giving me the opportunity to serve as the Secretary of this
blessed
parish. Sincere thanks to all. who helped to make this year a productive, progressive
and blessed year.
On behalf of our Vicar. Trustee, Managing Committee and myself, I thank each one
of you
for your support and co-opera don.
Many thanks to all the office bearers for their supporL My grateful appreciation and
thanks
go out to all of you, and pray that God reward them for theirun conditional dedication
and
love towards our parish. Thank you all for the teamwork.

For the Managing Committee, Respectfully Submitted

JacobMThomas
(Secretary)



Inde endent Examiner's Re ort to the Trustees of
St.Gre pries Indian Orthodox Church Essex

I report on the accounts for the year ended 31 March 2023 set out on pages 10 to 13.

Responsibilities and basis of report
As the charity's trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with
the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 ("the Act").

I report in respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts carried out under section 145 of the
2011 Act and In carrying out my examination, I have followed all the applicable Directions given by
the Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

Independent examiner's statement

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in

connection with the examination which gives me cause to believe that in, any material respect:

the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act; or

the accounts did not accord with the accounting records; or

the accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and content
of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any
requirement that the accounts give a 'true and fair' view which is not a matter considered as part of
an Independent examination.

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to
which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the
accounts to be reached.

Jomy John

Johns Accountancy & Taxation

Fllton

Bristol BS7 ORG

Date 31/01/2024
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StGre s In 0 Chu c

~B~cghsyg
crt~3 2ti2t

FIXED ASSETS

Tanging Assets

CURRENT ASSETS
Deblore
Cash et bank snd In Hand

~RS
Amounts felling due within one year

NET CURRENT ASSEFS I (LIABIUTIEB)

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES

~d ~F

Noise fQ El

93,121
93,121

93, 21

93,121

93,121
93,121

3, 1

93,421

83,403
83,483

480

83,003

CREDITORS
Amaunls feslng due after more then one yssr
NET ASSETS 93 121 93 421 83 003

FUNDS
Unrestricted Funds
Rssbicted Funds

TOTAL FUNDS

93,421

93yt21

83,003

83,003

The 8nsndel ststemenls were approved by the Board of Trustees on .!+,+4,R'5 snd were signed on Its behalf by

Tlssstrrer

The notes farm part af these flnsnaisl statements

Page 11



St Gre pries Indian Orthodox Church
Notes to ths Financial Statements - continued for the Year Ended 31 March 2023

1. MOVEIIIIENT IN FUNDS

Net Transfers
Movement between

At 1.4.2022 in Funds Funds At 31.03.2023
8 8 f 8

Unrestricted Funds
General Fund
Others

83,483 9,938 93,421

Restricted Funds
Church Property Fund

83 483 9 938 0 93,421

TOTAL FUNDS 83,483 9,938 93,421

Net Movement in Funds, included in above are as follows

Incoming

Resource
Resources Movement in

Expended. Funds
f

Unrestricted Funds
General Fund
Others

Restricted Funds

TOTAL FUNDS

28, 148

28,148

28, 148

18,210

18,210

18,210

9,938

9 938

9,938

Page 12



St Gre pries Indi n Orthodox Church
Detailed S ement of Financial Activities for the Year Ended 31 March 2023

2023
~6

2022
+8

Incomln Resources
Voluntary Income
Donations
Subscription
Offertory
Sunday School and OVBS
MOMS
Diocesan Day
St Gregorlos Feast(Perunal)
Christmas
Seminary

Holy Week
Birthday/wedding /Sacraments
Catholicate Day
Gift Aid

Activities for Generating Funds
Harvest festival
Food Festival

2,906
15,425
5,544

580
260
65

150
1,600

50

65

26,644

995
479

1,474

16,707

16,707

Other Incoming Resources
Miscellaneous Income

I I comln R
30

28,148 16,707

Re Ex ended
Charitable Expendetures
Vicar Allowances
Remuneration: Guest Priests
Psrunal( Feast)
Gift(Donation)
Diocese Day
Sunday School and OVBS
Consumables, Food & Refreshmsnts
MOMS
Church Rent
Christmas
Perish Day
Holy Week

Fund Raising Expenses
Events Cost

5,800

1,751

997
1,535

250
3,115

107

3 037
16,692

8,225

290

782
2, 149

2,660

14,106

Governance Cost
Sundries
Accounting
Bank charges
Subscriptions

Advertising
Travel Expense
Printing & Stationery

771
240

74
330

1,618

518
480

18
302
63

1,601

Total Resources Expended 18,210 15,707

Net Income

Page 13
9,938 1,000


