


At The Craftimation Factory we are passionate
about the fact that everyone is:

Through the development of our own practice and
accompanying research, we know that being
creative can have a great many benefits, including
promoting mental and physical well-being. We
believe that everyone should have the right to
access creative activities, and we seek to work with
those who might have difficulty in engaging in such
occupations due to disability, mental health
challenges, socio economic status, or any other
barrier.

What we do

naturally 
creative

'Creativity is important for happiness. Creativity is part of you,
whether you are an artist, a bus driver, a stay-at-home mum, or a
professional. No matter who you are, some degree of creativity is
necessary for wellness and contentment.’
The Creativity Cure by Carrie Barron, MD & Alton Barron, MD



The Moving Project was inspired by our
work with refugees who have settled in
the Sussex area. 

We worked closely with a group of
children who had moved; sometimes
from another country such as
Afghanistan or Ukraine, but also simply
from one part of the UK to another.  In
every instance the child was moving in
the pursuit of safety and respite; from
conflict, domestic violence or poverty. 

Through the work that was shared, we
encouraged others to view the act of
moving as a normal human activity that
has been happening for millennia.
Humans are a migratory species and
have always moved about the planet
seeking better conditions for life.
Humans have always moved.

In the process of sharing, other children
were able to understand that we do not
need to feel threatened by those who
move to our country, and that
movement increases diversity and
enriches our cultural experience.

 

The Moving Project



As part of the project, we had the
opportunity to work with writer and
illustrator Ed Boxall, who helped us
produce the book ‘The White Bird’.
The book captured imagery of
artwork produced by children
alongside their words and poems.  



Bandage Me Better is a four year
project exploring healing and trauma.
It is one in which we delve deeply into
the research that creativity can help
make life meaningful, particularly in
times of severe stress and hardship.
Born out of the hard times faced by
everyone during the pandemic, the
charity feels there is a need to explore
in depth the experiences of those who
have faced challenges and moved
through them.

Early in February 2023, the charity
had the opportunity to work with an
artist who travelled to Aida Refugee
Camp in Palestine.  Our aim was to
work with women and children living
in the camp, and later in the year to
work online with a primary school in
Israel.  

Schoolchildren living in Crawley took
part in an exchange of cyanotype
artwork, sending messages of hope to
Palestine and creating a ‘Comfort
Quilt’ from artwork that was sent
back.

Bandage Me Better



No-one could predict that by October, when
we were to start our work with Israeli
children, war would break out in this region.
The British children involved in the project
were distressed and worried about the
prospect of World War 3.  

In order to help us process the enormity of
what we were witnessing, the children
created a ‘Fierce Love Manifesto’, and later
secured funding to turn this into a book in
2024.



Work with Schools and 

Community Groups
During 2023 we worked with more than 550 people

via our ongoing work with schools, community groups
and arts organisations.

Our lead artist, Janey Moffatt, was
delighted to work with Hastings
based The Refugee Buddy Project,
supporting women to create textile
work that was exhibited at Electro
Studios as part of Refugee Week.

You can check out the amazing
work carried out by this
organisation at their website:
https://www.therefugeebuddyproje
ct.com/



During 2023 we managed to connect with more than
550 people. A huge thank to all those who worked with
us, checked out our exhibitions, participated in our
activities. This would not have been possible without
the support of our funders.

With thanks to Sussex Community Foundation, The
Magdalen & Lasher Charity, Chalk Cliff Trust, Isabel
Blackman Foundation.

To see more of our award winning work please visit us at
www.thecraftimationfactory.org
Charity Number 1155890
Trustees: Linda Moffatt (Chair), Fiz Lauer Deaves, Emma
Blake, Elly Dove
We have a minimum of 4 trustees at any one time. If a
vacancy becomes available
the post will be advertised and the new trustee will be
selected by trustees’ vote. We
do not hold financial reserves.

Contact us at: janey@thecraftimationfactory.org
26 Paynton Road, St Leonards on Sea, TN37 7DY

Thank You








