
Borehamwood Foodbank Chair’s Report 2021-
2022

I don’t think we need the Chair’s report to tell us that the pandemic has
left us in an ever-changing world. And so it is with the Foodbank, which so
frequently reflects events happening around us. So much has happened,
and yet we still have so many challenges to face. 

At  the  beginning  of  May  2022,  I  attended  the  Trussell  Trust  national
conference. I was grateful that for the first part of the conference we took
the time to reflect on all the events of the previous year. It might have
seemed some time ago,  but  we are still  processing the  effects  of  the
pandemic. What we achieved at the height of the pandemic, to stay open
and accessible to everyone who needed us and to continue to serve our
community  was remarkable.  It  involved tremendous  effort  and energy,
many small  sacrifices,  and thousands of  acts  of  kindness.  However,  to
borrow a phrase from the time, we continue to be needed ‘now more than
ever’ and the consequence for the Foodbank has been huge growth and
change.  

The  first  task  of  this  chairs  report  must  be  to  thank  all  our  faithful
volunteers  who  work  across  7  days  a  week,  collecting,  labelling,  and
sorting food; welcoming clients, listening, caring and talking with anyone
who comes into us, then helping, supporting and signposting whenever
possible. We have volunteers who deliver our food, do admin and data
entry, run our family lunches, and help with fundraising and donations.
Together it is a huge effort, and their time and dedication are invaluable.
Of equal importance is the time and dedication given by our trustees and
by our paid staff, Kim, Syringa, Dave and Tania. 

The community of Borehamwood has continued to support us unstintingly.
Every week we see such kindness reflected in the amount of food donated
via the Tesco collection point. Our experience over Harvest and Christmas
period 2021 was so heartening. In this community we bucked the national
trend across the Trussell Trust network where Christmas donations were
down on previous years. We were overwhelmed with your generosity, be it



collections from individuals, local corporate companies, faith groups, from
local schools or community groups. This is our opportunity to let you know
that each donation was so greatly appreciated and is directly making a
difference in our community. Thank You. 

This year in Borehamwood Foodbank has seem some great developments.
These include:

 The  first  year  of  having  a  distribution  manager,  and  welcoming
Syringa Prince onto or team

 Being  the  Mayoral  charity  for  Elstree  and  Borehamwood  Town
Council  and  welcoming  the  mayor  on  a  visit  to  Borehamwood
Foodbank

 An exciting series of 6 summer family lunches, 2 Easter lunches and
3 half term lunches with a range of craft, fun and sport activities as
well as extra food pack to address holiday hunger. We continue to
have beautiful freshly cooked meals prepared by members of the
Catholic church and had a very generous donation via Homestart
Watford of new children’s shoes. Over summer 2021 we were proud
to distribute 120 sets of uniform to local school children. 

 In partnership with Hertsmere Borough Council, we have been able
to distribute generous winter wellness grants of duvets and bedding,
slow cooker and microwaves to help with low-cost alternatives for
household to keep healthy over the winter. We ran 3 phases of a fuel
grant scheme from November 2021 to March 2022, giving £28.00 or
£49.00  to  support  household  energy  bills.  This  scheme was  also
supported  by  Hertfordshire  Community  Foundation,  Elstree  and
Borehamwood Rotary group and private donations

 As a part of the Hertsmere Food Poverty Alliance, been instrumental
in the launch of their Worrying About Money leaflet, which takes a
cash first  approach.  This  is  a  means  by  which  food  poverty  and
insecurity is tackled by a means of income-based solutions. 

 Welcomed partnership and pop-up projects with Healthy Hubs and
the Leecliffe community. 

 Continued  and  extending  our  partnership  with  Citizens  Advice
Hertsmere. Our embedded advice worker has been in demand, and
we recognise their input as an essential part of our safety net and
support for clients, helping them move away from dependence on
food aid. 

 Particular  thanks  go  to  Tesco  and  our  community  champions,
Marion, Jackie and Tracey who have always worked alongside us so
positively. My personal thanks goes to Lia Leonis who supports and
nurtures all our work in her role as Trussell Trust Area Manager. We
would  also  like  to  mention  the  overwhelming  generosity  of  the
following organisations:  Nicholas  Breakspear  School,  J  Reddington
Ltd,  Taylor  Wimpey,  Radlett  Orthodox  Synagogue,  St  Columbus
School, Mill Hill County, Fairfield, Merryfield and Haberdashers Prep



Schools. We have enjoyed doing presentations and talks at schools,
but  are  frequently  touched  by  the  spontaneous  kindness  of
donations from young people. 

We daily witness the financial struggles for local households. We are proud
to  be  part  of  Trussell  Trust  campaigns  that  say  food  poverty  is
unacceptable and that change not only needs to happen but can do so.
Along with them, we are increasingly  thinking about  financial  inclusion
and taking small steps that can make significant differences in household
having  the  respect  of  being  financial  independent.  We  believe  that
Foodbanks  and  food  aid  should  not  be  an institutionalised part  of  the
community and will continue to campaign for food and fuel security 

I would employ you to take a close look at the statistical analysis that sum
up 2021, attached. It paints a clear picture of the growth I have mentioned
above, and the increased generosity to meet those demands. It also tells
the story of a shift in our client group, to seeing more families while the
location of our users remains the same.

Looking forward, we will be taking stock in 2023, when we mark 10 years
in operation in the community. There are exciting developments in sight,
especially  through much more joined up work  with  local  agencies.  We
hope to mark 10 years in operation by being part of a community that is
increasingly active and dedicated to tackling food poverty and inequality.

 

Judith Elders          Chair, Borehamwood Foodbank.     June 2022


































