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Circuit Description
The North Lancashire Methodist Circuit encompasses beautiful countryside, coast and city; it is 
about 30 miles long and 12 miles wide - from the north of Preston to the Cumbria border and 
from the Morecambe coast to the North Yorkshire border. We are a circuit of approx. 500 
members spread across 15 churches with a diversity of theology, worship styles, church 
buildings and congregation size; located in farming communities and commuter villages, in 
towns and the city of Lancaster.
The Circuit Meeting is the Trustee body and we meet three times a year, in Hybrid form, in order 
to include as many Trustees as possible.  We value being an inclusive Methodist Circuit.  

The Circuit Leadership Team
The Circuit Meeting appoint a Circuit Leadership Team (CLT) to oversee the running of the 
Circuit.  The CLT is made up of Circuit Stewards, the Treasurer, Ministerial Staff and a newly 
appointed Operations Manager.  We have a Ministerial Staff team of three full time Ministers (two
Presbyters and a Deacon) plus one part time Supernumerary Minister 

This Year
In May 2024, we appointed the Circuit Operations Manager, Susan Gorst, who provides 
management in the areas of operations and compliance, property and administration.  This helps
to reduce the management and administrative burden on our Ministers and volunteers, therefore
releasing time and energy for mission and ministry.  

Deacon Pru has been busy developing the mission and ministry at the Garstang Methodist Hub.  
A Management Group was formed in 2023 and our Operations Manager has now joined the 
team.  
Significant steps of outreach have been made through weekly Thursday coffee mornings and a 
midweek Tuesday Service.  Also a monthly Sunday Cluster Service takes place there, when 
Scorton and Calder Vale Methodist Churches unite to worship.  Deacon Pru has built up some 
good relationships with the other local churches in Garstang and partnerships with some 
community groups who are hiring the building.  Our main source of income for the Hub is the 
lease to the preschool Nursery.  

The Lune Valley Methodist Hub Management Group have been busy preparing the property in 
readiness for Caton Methodist Church to move into the building.  Also, in preparing it so as to 
become a good space for community groups to hire.  We now have some regular hirers who 
appreciate the space.  Also Caton Methodist Church use the space for their monthly community 
Book and Jigsaw Exchange, monthly Soup Lunch and weekly Bible fellowship.  Caton Methodist 
Church are planning on moving into the building at the beginning of 2025.  An Agreement 
document is being drawn together between the Circuit and Caton Methodist.  Once a month we 
have a Cluster Service at the LVM Hub and various Circuit meetings take place there.  
We have a vision for both our Circuit Hubs to become vibrant spiritual and social hubs for the 
local community and Circuit.  

Over the years a number of churches have closed and we have needed to organise the sale of 
these properties.  This year we have been preparing to sell Emmets and Arkholme Methodist 
Churches.   Arkholme Methodist fellowship still meet for worship together on a Sunday morning 
in one of the church rooms and are preparing to relocate once the building is sold.  Some of the 
members of closed churches have found new spiritual homes either in another Methodist Church
or different denomination.  Our thoughts and prayers are with them all.  

This year we have been considering how we can sustain ministry and mission across our 15 
churches.  
We have decided to carry out a Circuit Review which involves inviting all the churches to Review 
where they are and what their focuses are over the coming years.  We will share the results of 
this in next years report.  This Review will help us to see where we need to use the monies from 
sale of properties to help resource our ministry and mission across the Circuit.  



We continue as a people of faith, knowing that God is with us and we are part of something 
much bigger.  We will keep on worshipping, praying and carrying out God’s mission across the 
North Lancashire Methodist Circuit.  






































