
ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 
31 DECEMBER 2020

The Secretary, on behalf of the Church Trustees, is pleased to present their 
report together with the independently examined financial statements of the 
charity for the year ended 31 December 2020.

The financial statements comply with the current statutory requirements, the 
Charities Statement of Recommended Practice (FRS102) (the Charities SORP) 
2014.

ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE AND DECISION- MAKING PROCESS

Charity Status

South Hanwell Baptist Church (Boston Road, Hanwell, London, W7 2HJ) achieved 
charitable status in December 2013 and has been entered onto the Register of 
Charities with the Registered Charity Number 1154977.   The London Baptist 
Property Board takes responsibility as custodian trustee for the church buildings 
and the manse.    The Charity Commission was satisfied that South Hanwell 
Baptist Church is established for charitable purposes only for the public benefit.

Managing Trustees

The church is administered by the Eldership and Diaconate who are the 
Managing Trustees of the Charity.

Ministe
r

Rev Stuart 
Shackleton

Deaco
ns

Amir Arian Reappointed March 
2020

Elder Martin Durham Latoya 
Williams

Reappointed March 
2020

Elder Jeremy Geake James 
Mroczynski

Appointed March 2020

Secreta
ry

Sarah Browne 
(appointed 
September 
2020)
Andrew Dewick 
resigned 
February 2020

Gareth Hides Reappointed March 
2019

Treasur
er

Rick Poster Rachel 
Durham

Reappointed March 
2019

Sarah Browne Reappointed March 
2019, Resigned 
September 2020 to 
take up appointment 
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as Church Secretary
Augustine 
Onwuka

Resigned March 2020

Andrew 
Dewick

Resigned March 2020

Principal Advisers:

Bankers: Barclays Bank plc, Ealing Broadway Branch

Independent Examiner: Roger Bradshaw

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT

Governing Document

The Church’s governing document is a Declaration of Trust made in 1937 which
sets out the objects of the charity.   (A copy is held by the Secretary and in the
Church Office if Members wish to read it.)

South Hanwell Baptist Church was formed in 1959 as an amalgamation of two
churches, Westminster Road Church (old, decaying buildings) and Boston Road
Baptist Church (bomb damage during 1939/45 war) for which the Trust Deed was
drawn up.

The Church rules are governed by the new Constitution which was agreed by the
Church  Members  in  February  2013.     An  amendment  to  this  Constitution
regarding postal voting was agreed at the church meeting on 2 December 2020.
A copy of the Constitution is made available to new members.

Recruitment and Appointment of Trustees

Recruitment  and  appointment  of  Trustees  is  governed  by  the  Church
Constitution.   Trustees are chosen from among existing church members who
show the reality of their faith by the consistency of their Christian character and
by their loyalty to the cause of Christ.   The Minister may select one or more
Church  Members  to  be  Elders  who  will  also  be  Church  Trustees.    The
appointment shall be considered by the Church Trustees and, if approved, shall
be confirmed by a secret ballot at the church meeting.   To be appointed an
Elder,  the  candidate  shall  have  received  votes  from  at  least  67%  of  those
members voting.   Elders shall serve a term of three years, with the opportunity
for  re-recommendation.     The  Diaconate  consists  of  two  Church  Officers  –
Secretary and Treasurer, together with up to eight elected Deacons.    Annual
elections are held at the AGM by ballot.   Nominees must secure a vote of at
least two thirds of those present and eligible to vote.    Deacons serve for a
period of two years and up to four Deacons stand down each year.

Organisational Structure

The Church is governed and regulated by its own Members where all aspects of
the work of the Church are subject to the approval of the Church Meeting which
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is held at least four times a year.   The Minister of the Church is a paid Managing
Trustee and with the Elders and Deacons gives leadership to the Church.   The
Elders assist the Minister with matters of spiritual leadership and the Deacons,
with the practical aspects of running the church and with preparing the business
for the Church Meeting.    All  of these people are Charity Trustees under our
Charitable Status.   
During 2020 the Church appointed Andrea Poster as a part-time maternity cover
for  our  Families  and  Children’s  Worker,  Imogen  Onwuka.  At  the  end  of  the
maternity cover, it was agreed that Andrea Poster would continue working with
Imogen Onwuka for 8 hours a week.

The  Charity  Trustees  oversee  the  ministry  budgets.  An  annual  budget  is
authorised by the Church Meeting and overseen by the Charity Trustees. 

The Baptist Union of Great Britain and the London Baptist Property 
Board

The Church is a member of the Baptist Union of Great Britain (‘BUGB’).   The
Union  provides  resources  and  gives  support  and  guidance,  if  asked.    For
convenience,  the Baptist  Union divides the country into a number of  smaller
administrative areas and the Church is part of the London Baptist Association
(‘LBA’).    The  Church  pays  an  annual  subscription  to  BUGB  based  on  its
membership numbers and also makes donations to both the BUGB Home Mission
Fund for Baptist mission work in the UK and to the Baptist World Mission Fund
(BMS) for overseas work.

The London Baptist  Property Board is  the Registered Proprietor of the church
buildings  and  the  manse,  which  they  hold  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the
members of South Hanwell Baptist Church.   It is not, therefore, necessary to
change the names of the property owners every time the Diaconate changes.

Relationships between the Church (Charity) and Related Parties

The church is a member of The Evangelical Alliance, with the Membership 
Number: 241606.

Churches Together in Hanwell (CTiH) – the Church is an active member of the 
ecumenical partnership of churches in Hanwell.

Risk Management

Risk assessments are carried out for regular church activities. These were 
updated in 2020 to reflect the extra requirements that came from reopening 
following the COVID-19 outbreak and lockdown.

Facility Improvements in 2020

There have been no major works to the premises in 2020.

OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES OF THE CHURCH IN 2020

Objectives of the Charity
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As set out in the Trust Deed:

(a)  ‘provide a place of public worship for the service of Almighty God by … 
persons who hold the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ and the sole authority of 
the Holy Scriptures and the interpretation of them usually called Evangelical 
… and have made a confession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.’

(b) ‘instruct children and adults and for the promotion of such other charitable 
purposes whether religious or philanthropic as the church shall from time to 
time direct.’

Charity’s Aims

South  Hanwell  Baptist  Church  seeks  to  be  an  active  Christian
community/fellowship  bringing Christian witness,  love and care to the people
from all walks of life and countries of the world of Hanwell and further afield. The
Church  supports  missions  (evangelistic  or  for  distress  relief)  both  home  and
abroad by prayer, finance and in practical ways.

Members of the Church are accepted in accordance with the Constitution, which
requires them to be or have been publicly baptised on their profession of faith in
Jesus  Christ,  or  following  other  modes  of  baptism  to  declare  their  public
profession of faith in Jesus Christ.

During 2020, due to COVID-19, there were no baptisms, five members left the
church,  no new members were received.   The Church membership as at  31
December 2020 is 63.

What we believe

From the Church’s Statement of Faith, we believe in:

1) The eternal existence and unity of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in the 
Godhead.

2) The divine inspiration of the Holy Scriptures as originally given and their 
authority in all matters of faith and conduct.

3) The universal sinfulness and consequent guilt of the human race, rendering 
man subject to the just judgement of God.

4) The Incarnation of the Son of God who was born of the Virgin Mary by the 
Holy Spirit, lived a sinless life and by his substitutionary death and bodily 
resurrection made an atonement for all mankind and that by personal faith in 
him as Redeemer, a sinner is freely justified.

5) The person of the Holy Spirit, whose work of regenerating, anointing and 
sanctifying results in the presentation of Christ in the believer and is 
manifested by holiness of life and a deep concern for the salvation of others.

6) The dedication of children, the baptism of believers, the observance of the 
Lord’s Supper and the exercise of the gifts of the Spirit in a spiritual and 
disciplined church.

7) The personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ, the gathering of his Church to 
him, the resurrection of the dead and the final judgement determining the 
future punishment of the wicked and the blessedness of the righteous.

And under the Baptist Union’s Declaration of Principle, 
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The basis of this Union is:

1) That our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, God manifest in the Flesh, is the sole 
and absolute authority in all matters pertaining to faith and practice, as 
revealed in the Holy Scripture and that each church has liberty, under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, to interpret and administer His laws.

2) That Christian Baptism is the immersion in water into the Name of the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, of those who have professed repentance towards 
God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ who ‘died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, was buried and rose again on the third day.’

3) That it is the duty of every disciple to bear personal witness to the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and to take part in the evangelisation of the world.

The Church’s Main objectives for the Year

Church Leaders encouraged the attendees of the Church to be involved in 
activities focused around three main objectives:  Worship, Mission and 
Community as recognised in the South Hanwell Baptist Church Covenant 
Statement.

Worship:  a commitment to exalt Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour through life 
and practice, both individually and corporately;

Mission:  A commitment to Christ’s plan to reach the world through this church, 
both individually and corporately;

Community:  a recognition that together we are the body of Christ, with a 
commitment to love one another through support, nurture, prayer and 
fellowship.

Achievements and Performance

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic most of our usual activities have been
curtailed, adapted or cancelled completely.

Worship: Along with the rest of the country South Hanwell Baptist closed its 
physical doors at the end of March 2020 until July 2020. We continued to meet 
together virtually for worship throughout this time utilising a number of online 
platforms to facilitate this. These services included opportunities for sung 
worship, for members and attendees of the church to share their personal 
testimonies about how God was at work in their lives, a weekly children’s talk to 
engage our younger congregation and a message opening up the Bible to the 
congregation.
When lockdown eased in July we partially reopened the church building for 
worship, initially for those who were unable to access online provision, by 
September this was expanded to include opportunities for most of the 
congregation to attend in person. Throughout this time we streamed the live 
services on the internet so that those who were unable to attend could continue 
to take part. Twice weekly prayer meetings have taken place online since March.
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Since September 2020 children’s groups on both Sunday mornings on Friday 
evenings have met in a combination of in-person and online depending on what 
the current government restrictions are.
Many members of the congregation met together online in small “life groups” on 
a regular basis to read the bible together, pray, support and encourage each 
other.

Mission: The church congregation were encouraged to reach out and support 
friends and neighbours and share the love of Christ with them during the 
lockdown. The church provided an emergency phone number for people in need 
to contact should they need shopping or medicine, this was used by a handful of 
people during the spring. We actively advertised our online services on social 
media and encouraged people to join us on a Sunday. 
During the Winter Term when we were able to open our doors and invite people 
in, we hosted a “Light Event” sharing hope in the darkness on Halloween and ran
a “Christmas Journey”. These events were attended by both regular attenders 
and visitors and the Gospel was shared with those who attended. 
During December booklets containing the Christmas story from the Bible and 
other information about faith in Jesus were distributed by the congregation to 
friends, neighbours and other people they came into contact with. 
Our “Internationals Team” ran a weekly English Reading Class for EAL speakers 
from the church and wider community, this also moved online during the 
pandemic.
Whilst due to COVID-19 we were unable to run missions either at home or 
abroad, we did financially support a number of charities locally and abroad who 
were seeking to help feed and support people during the global pandemic.

Community: Despite the fact that for most of 2020 we were unable to gather 
together in person, we have continued to meet together online for worship, bible 
study, socialising and prayer. Each Sunday following the church service there is 
social gathering on Zoom. Life Groups have continued to meet online throughout 
the pandemic and small “pastoral clusters” were set up in the early days of the 
lockdown to help ensure that all people connected with the church were 
supported, encouraged and checked in with on a regular basis. We have run 
support groups for both teenagers and mums of new babies. Congregation 
members have been encouraged to keep in touch with each other as much as 
possible and provide emotional support for each other.

Financial support

The Church continued to provide financial  support  (beyond the  Baptist
causes mentioned previously) for:

 Phil  and  Jan  Burnham,  church  members  working  with  CLC  (providing  and
maintaining bookshops selling Christian books in this country and across the
world); this will be coming to an end during 2021.

 K180, a ministry focused on bringing gospel encouragement and training to
many  European  countries.    Several  of  our  Church  Members  have  been
engaged in activities led by this mission.

 Hamsayeh International – providing outreach to Farsi speakers.
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The Church also made donations to other outside causes relating to the COVID
pandemic,  including Bishop Yaqub Paul  in  Pakistan,  Beautiful  Gate,  K180 and
Hamsayeh  International.   Payments from the Compassionate Fund have been
made to individuals during this crisis.    In addition, welcome packs including
vouchers to be spent in a local shop have been provided to new residents in the
temporary accommodation erected in Lambourn Close.

At Harvest Thanksgiving, monetary donations went to the local Food Bank.

Christmas  Fund  donations  went  to  Safe  Families  and  Samaritan’s  Purse. In
addition,  the  Church  supported  the  Samaritan’s  Purse  Shoe  Box  appeal  for
children worldwide, primarily online.

Premises Use:  Due to the COVID-19 crisis, there have been no hires of church
premises since March 2020.   Our regular users have also ceased.

Sarah Browne
Church Secretary

 February 2021
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