
 

Bromsgrove Baptist Church 
New Road, Bromsgrove, 
Worcestershire B60 2JD 

 

01527 877190 
www.bromsgrove-baptists.org.uk 

Charity Number: 1154922  

 
Charity Commission Annual Report 2024 
Our year began with much thought, prayer and thankful hearts as we met with a potential minister for our church at 

an informal Q & A. As the year progressed, we prayed and had many discussions as we sought to understand God’s 

plan for the future of our church, and which minister he was calling to be part of our congregation. Our year concluded 

with us welcoming Bernice Lingard as our the new minister of Bromsgrove Baptist Church.  

Aim & Purposes 
Bromsgrove Baptist Church’s aim is that that through all of our church activities, as well as through involvement in our 

wider communities, all people will come to accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour. Jesus has so much to offer all people, 

whether life seems easy or not. 

We are seeking to demonstrate the love of God for all people through the way in which we live our lives of faith in 

unity together. 

With the Bible to help everyone understand who God is, we believe that we are guided by God’s Holy Spirit to be an 

expression of the community that God longs to see throughout the world. 

Objectives & Activities 
When planning our activities for the year, we have considered the Commission’s guidance on public benefit and, in 

particular the specific guidance on charities for the advancement of religion. We believe our purpose as a church is to 

be “Offering the transforming love of Jesus Christ in the realities of life”. We hold that closely through our core values 

of “Belonging”, “Growing”, “Serving” in the words that we speak, as well as in our care for each other, and support for 

our local community. 



 



Achievements & Performance 

Belonging:     
We have continued to enable people to understand that Bromsgrove Baptist Church is a place where we belong 

together in Covenant Partnership. Our church attendance can be seen to have remained fairly static over the year as 

new people joined us, but some familiar faces left our congregation to move closer to family and therefore worship 

elsewhere. Three people were baptised during the year and two joined us in covenant partnership. 

 
 

The strength of our belonging together is seen in the outworking of church life, not in numerical data. To that end, it 

is through all that we share together, and through all that we offer to others, that we truly demonstrate that 

Bromsgrove Baptist Church is a place to belong together.  

 

Growing:     
We have continued to hold ‘hybrid’ services, mainly meeting in person, but also making our Sunday morning service 

and church meetings available via live stream/on Zoom. Numbers attending our children and youth work increased.  

Serving:     
We have been pleased to serve those within our local community in a number of ways. From the very youngest 

members of our community through our parent and toddler group ‘Little Wonders’ and various ‘Messy Churches’ at 

Easter, Summer and at Advent and Christmas events which welcomed toddlers and younger school aged children 

along with their parents or carers were a great success. These welcomed many families and allowed us to have 

meaningful conversations with those who attended from the local area. We were also able to continue serving the 

older members of our community through outreach ‘The Living Room’ which began in March 2023 and provides a 

warm space, a home cooked meal and Bible study and prayer. We were sad to see the end of ‘Coffee Pot’ which has 

been run by two members of our congregation for many years now. 

The Christmas season saw the return of in-person pantomime performances. We welcomed around 600 people 

through our doors to watch Saltmine’s performances of ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ and a further 500 school children 

for our schools’ performances of ‘Rapunzel’. A further 150 people attended our ‘Carols by Candlelight’ a week before 

Christmas and Christingle service on Christmas Eve. 

After ongoing discussion and much prayer, we were sad to learn earlier on in the year that the Bromsgrove Street 

Pastors who have operated out of our building on Friday evenings since July 2012 have made the difficult decision to 

cease their outreach work due to a number of factors including a decline in the number of available volunteers and a 

decline in opportunities to fulfil their missional work. 

Our ongoing support of Bromsgrove Youth & Community Hub (The Hub), which has operated out of the basement area 

of our premises, also came to an end this year when they were able to secure new premises in the town centre. 

Leadership 
Our leadership priority is to enable others to actively participate in the life of the church. Our Minister and Deacons 

form our core “Leadership Team”, alongside whom we affirm others in “Co-ordinator” roles. We were delighted to 

have welcomed Bernice Lingard as our new minister in September of this year. 



Financial Review  
Overview 

The church had a reasonable financial year, ending ahead of the planned budget of a £34K deficit with only a £13K 

deficit.  A deficit budget was set to allow for required to the buildings heating and lighting upgrades to continue and 

these were progressed as planned.  Receipts were lower than expected, with a reduction in both casual rent and 

giving, partially offset by careful management of the church cash allowing for a significant increase in interest 

payments.   Payments were also lower than budgeted, with estimates in the budget for gas and electricity being 

greater than actual and our new minister beginning in role later than budgeted.  The church is a participating 

employer within the Defined Benefit section of the Baptist Pension scheme and has been making ongoing deficit 

payments of £1 per month to cover the costs of past service of its staff within the scheme. This scheme ended during 

2024.  For a fuller account please see the attached accounts documentation.   

 

Reserves Policy 

Bromsgrove Baptist Church does not have a formal reserves policy. We are mindful of the guidance to retain sufficient 

reserves in order to be able to close the church in an orderly manner should this be required.  

Administration Information 
Bromsgrove Baptist Church is situated on New Road in the town of Bromsgrove. The correspondence address is:  

Bromsgrove Baptist Church; New Road, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B60 2JD. 

Those individuals who have served on our Leadership Team for all or part of the period of this report are: 

● Ms Bernice Lingard 

● Mrs Sian Anderson (co-opted to provide Administrative support) 

● Dr Claire Curtis 

● Dr David Law 

● Mr Simon Miles 

● Miss Morgan Robinson 

● Mrs Jean Spencer 

● Mr Nathaniel Deakin 

● Mr David Bell 

● Mrs Anna Cabildo (Maternity cover for Mrs Sian Anderson) 
 

Approved at a meeting of the Leadership Team on 14th October 2025 
















