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Activities: The advancement of education in the subject of civil rights and liberties of the individual in society,
in particular but not exclusively by the promotion and undertaking of study and research and the
dissemination of the useful results thereof. To promote the sound administration and development of the law
relating to the civil rights and liberties of the individual (without limitation)

Classification

• How: Provides Services, Provides Advocacy/advice/information, Sponsors Or Undertakes Research, Acts
As An Umbrella Or Resource Body

• What: General Charitable Purposes, Education/training

• Who: Other Charities Or Voluntary Bodies, Other Defined Groups, The General Public/mankind
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• Bulgaria
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• Czech Republic
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• Greece
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• Ireland
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• Northern Ireland

• Norway
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• Romania
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• Slovenia
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• Throughout England And Wales
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Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-12-31 £153,002 £195,370 - -

2023-12-31 £312,289 £193,414 - -

2022-12-31 £44,280 £112,451 - -

2021-12-31 £139,779 £72,106 - -

2020-12-31 £97,167 £76,153 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Jonathan Michael Bloch 2021-01-01

Laure Baudrihaye-Gerard 2023-01-01

Marie-Laure Basilien-Gainche 2023-01-01

Nadine Finch 2021-01-01

VICTORIA CANNING 2017-09-14
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Trustees' Report

The trustees, who are directors for the purposes of company law, present the annual report together with the
financial statements of the charitable company for the year ended 31 December 2022 which have been

prepared in compliance with current statutory requirements, The Companies Act 1985, the Charities SORP (FRS

102) applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard

applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland and the Charities Act 2011; and with the charity's governing

document, its Memorandum and Articles of Association.

Statewatch is the working name of the Libertarian Research and Education Trust (LRET), which was established

as a trust in 1981. On 3 December 2013 the charity was incorporated, again with the name The Libertarian

Research and Education Trust. The company is registered as a charity with the Charity Commission as a

successor to the Trust (company number: 08480724, charity number: 1154784). The assets and liabilities of
the Trust have been transferred to this company, and from 3 December 2013 the company has taken over all

of the activities of the trust. The Trust does not have a corporate opinion.

Public benefit
The trustees confirm that they have complied with the requirements of section 17 of the Charities Act 2011 to
have due regard to the public benefit guidance published by the Charity Commission for England and Wales.

Appointment of Trustees
Any person who is willing to act as a Trustee, and who would not be disqualified from acting under the
provisions of Article 26 of Articles of Association, may be appointed to be a Trustee by a decision of the
Trustees.

Policies and procedures adopted for the induction and training of trustees
We provide Trustees with the Charity Commission and NCVO guidance for Trustees. We have also contracted
external expertise to provide legal advice on contracts and policies. They have prepared a Staff and volunteers

Handbook and are currently working on a Handbook for Trustees. This will cover recruitment, polices,

induction and training.

Trustees and officers

The trustees and officers serving during the year and since the year end were as follows:

Trustees:

Chair:

Secretary:

Jonathan Bloch

Victoria Canning

Nadine Finch

Lilana Keith

Gabriel Almeida (appointed 13 February 2023)

Marie-Laure Basilien-Gainche (appointed 13 February 2023)

Laure Baudrihaye-Gerard (appointed 13 February 2023)

Fiona Godfrey (resigned 12 February 2023)

Ann Singleton (resigned 12 February 2023)

Jonathan Bloch
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Trustees' Report

Ri hts freedom and democrac: the stru le is continuous

In a media and information environment dominated by clickbait, sensationalism, misinformation and outright
propaganda, the work of Statewatch remains uniquely valuable for its commitment to cold, hard, facts; clear
and critical analysis; and straightforward language.

In the midst of multiple ongoing crises that are, in various ways, being used to enhance state power and
accelerate militarisation and 'securitisation' - wars, the mass displacement of people, racism, the growing
normalisation of the far-right, huge increases in-the cost of living, ecological devastation - we have continued
to carry out our core task of providing critical research, policy analysis and investigative journalism that aims to
contribute to the movements and struggles that seek to address them.

In 2022, we did so in the framework of the new strategic plan that we drew up over the course of 2021. This is

the first time that Statewatch has adopted such a detailed, long-term plan. It does not introduce any
fundamental changes in what we do or why, but has provided an invaluable framework and reference to guide
our work, clarity over our objectives, and has already led to some important achievements.

Our first overarching objective is to strengthen civil society's access to information. In 2022, the primary means
by which we pursued this objective was by providing direct access to official documentation that would
otherwise not be public: we published more than 100 documents that allow people to see for themselves what
is normally discussed behind closed doors, enabling interventions by civil society organisations into secretive
legislative deliberations that should take place in public, democratic fora.

Our second overarching objective is to expose and challenge new means of surveillance, coercion and control.
We have undertaken in-depth investigations into the externalisation of EU border controls, the new powers
granted to EU police agency Europol, post-Brexit policing and security cooperation between the UK and EU,
and published an in-depth guide to the EU's ballooning security budgets.

These issues may not always have immediate impact, nor obvious media appeal - but they represent broader
structural changes in state activity that will have a substantial impact over the years to come, The fact that
many of our investigations from previous years continue to be cited by other civil society organisations
demonstrates the long-term value of this approach.

At the same time, we have also sought to address more 'immediate' issues. Our work on the EU's Artificial

Intelligence Act has contributed to a vital civil society effort to seek human rights protections in a law that, if it

does as its drafters intend, will shape the global regulatory environment for a key technology for many years to
come, and which will have substantial effects on policing, security, immigration and criminal justice policy.
Equally, our news service continued to provide a vital source of information to campaigners, advocacy
organisations and journalists seeking up-to-date information: over the course of 2022, we published almost
160 news articles to draw attention to key developments in ongoing legislative and policy discussions.

The third overarching objective set out in our strategic plan is to build a more effective and sustainable
organisation. This has required making more time for one-to-one discussions between the director and other
staff, ensuring that questions of training, learning and staff development are regularly discussed, and that any
problems or concerns can be frankly and openly discussed. It has also required an improvement in material
conditions; despite our work largely being financed by grants for projects, it was possible to institute a pay
increase for all staff. As always, the board has been invaluable in providing advice, guidance and support with

these and other questions.
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Trustees' Report

These improvements should not disguise the fact that all our work was carried out on a limited budget and

with extremely limited staff time - a total of just 14 working days per week. The size of the organisation is a

constant surprise to people familiar with our work but unfamiliar with our internal administration, and the

amount achieved in 2022, as every year, is a testament to the hard work and dedication of the staff, the board

and Statewatch's network of contributors and volunteers.

As this report demonstrates well, 2022 was another productive year for Statewatch. Our reporting, analysis

and publications continue to be widely-used by advocacy groups, campaigning organisations, lawyers and

many others, and our work is regularly featured in the press across Europe and the wider world, influencing

public and political debate. Our audience continues to grow steadily and our work is considered reliable,

authoritative and timely. The question for 2023 and beyond is how to build upon these foundations so that we

can more effectively contribute to the movements for rights, freedoms and democracy that are so desperately

needed in Europe and beyond.

Ob ective 1:Stren then civil societ s access to information

Key developments and impact

~ Pushing for transparency at EU agencies

In 2022 we continued to seek implementation of the new access to documents framework for EU justice and

home affairs agencies that was set out by the European Ombudsman, in response to a complaint we filed in

2020.

~ 159 news articles and 8 in-depth analyses

In 2022 we published 159 news articles (an average of three per week) and eight in-depth analyses, providing a

vital resource for activists, researchers, journalists, civil society organisations, and others.

~100+ official documents made public

Along with those articles we made more than 100 official documents (primarily from the Council of the EU)

public, providing access to key primary sources on crucial policy-making and legislative discussions.

~ 39 citations in 19 media outlets

Our work received 39 citations in 19 media outlets operating across seven individual countries, as well as

regionally and globally, including la Repubblica (Italy), South China Morning Post (Hong Kong/global), Publico

(Spain) and Wired (global),

~ 24 public citations by NGOs

Our work received citations in public reports by at least 24 civil society organisations including Algorithm

Watch, Human Rights Watch, the Global Investigative Journalism Network, the Mixed Migration Centre and

ProAsyl. Our work has also been used for advocacy by organisations including European Council on Refugees

and Exiles, Platform for International Cooperation on Undocumented Migration, European Digital Rights and

Amnesty International.
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Trustees' Report

~8 citations in institutional publications

Our work was cited in seven reports produced for the European Parliament, as well as the Danish

government's foreign policy and security strategy

Taking action against state secrecy

Objective: Ensure compliance with the law and improve access to information for all

.Seeking implementation of our successful 2021 transparency complaint.Calling for an end to secret law-making in the EU

In 2022 we continued to follow up on the new access to documents framework for EU justice and home affairs
agencies that was set out by the European Ombudsman, in response to a complaint we filed in 2020. Our

complaint resulted in Frontex and Europol committing to establish and maintain public registers of documents
- a crucial tool to facilitate scrutiny by elected representatives and civil society, and thus to ensure
accountability,

Working with parliamentarians, we sought more information on the agencies' progress in implementing the
action plans they set out in response to our complaint. Frontex launched a new register of documents, but in

doing so removed a number of previously-available documents from its website — a problem that will require

ongoing pressure on the agency to ensure meaningful levels of transparency.

Europol has been more thorough in following the Ombudsman's decision, but its work to comply with the
decision demonstrates the shortcomings of that decision, which failed to take into account our call for specific
requirements to include the Executive Director's decisions, internal working group agendas and minutes,

evaluation and assessment reports, and more. The fight for greater transparency in the EU's increasingly

powerful justice and home affairs agencies continues.

Our work to increase transparency at EU justice and home affairs agencies was presented by our researcher
Jane Kilpatrick at the conference 'Access to Information —Achievements and Challenges', organised by Access
Information Programme, Bulgaria, at the end of January.

Secrecy also continues to plague the law-making process in the EU, making a mockery of the requirements of
the Lisbon Treaty: "Decisions shall be taken as openly and as closely as possible to the citizen. " One of the key

issues in this regard is the ongoing use of secret "trilogues" negotiations to agree on new legislation. In March,

along with 40 other organisations, we signed an open letter calling for "transparent and easily-accessible"

trilogue negotiations. The letter brought visibility to a long-standing problem and our objective is to continue
work on these issues.
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Trustees' Report

Providing resources for rights

Objective: Work with national and international groups to support their campaigns and advocacy on EU justice
and home affairs policies by making use of our unique level of access to official EU documents.

Throughout 2022 we continued to leverage our unique level of access to internal EU documents to publish

news and analysis that provides a vital information resource for activists, researchers, civil society
organisations and the mainstream media.

We published 159 news articles and eight in-depth analyses, covering vital issues such as:

.Our 'Tracking the Pact' series, on the EU's Pact on Migration and Asylum

The implementation of the EU's ongoing interconnection of its policing and migration databases, through the
"interoperability" architecture
The growing powers of EU agencies, in particular Europol and Frontex.The EU's proposed Artificial Intelligence Act, which has major implications for civil liberties and human rights.European government plans to breach online privacy and security by undermining encryption

Many of those articles were based on or made use of internal Council of the EU documents that were
published with the articles and would not otherwise have been publicly available. Over the course of the year,
we published more than 100 such documents, providing access to vital primary source material for
researchers, activists, advocates and Journalists. The international dissemination and uptake of this work

continues to be profound.

Our work is widely-used by mainstream media outlets across Europe and the wider world. In 2022, our news

articles, analyses and publications were cited by at least 21 different media outlets,

Biometric Update

EUobserver

European Data Journalism

Heise (Germany)

InfoMigrants (here and here)

Libya Observer

Mediapart (France)

Middle East Eye

Netzpolitik (Germany, here and here)

Publico (Spain)

Radio Student (Slovenia)

Repubblica (Italy)

Altreconomia (Italy, here and here) Limburger Zeitung South China Morning Post

Syre (Sweden)

The Dissenter

The Local (France)

The Local (Italy)

TVXS (Greece)

Wired
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Trustees' Report

We also continued to provide a vital resource for a wide variety of other civil society organisations, 24 of
whom cited our work publicly,

Algorithm Watch German Marshall Fund
Osservatorio Balcani e Caucaso
Transeuropa

Article 19
Global Investigative Journalism

Network

Osservatorio Nazionale sui

Minori Stranieri non

Accompagnati in Italia

Austrian Institute for
International Affairs

Human Rights Watch
Platform for International

Cooperation on Undocumented

Migrants

Borderline Europe Institute of Race Relations Pro Asyl

Children's Health Defense
Journalists and Writers
Foundation

Social Europe

Drone Wars UK mEUterei Stop Wapenhandel

European Council on Refugees
Migration-Control

and Exiles (also here, here, here)
Transform l Europe

German Council on Foreign

Relations
Mixed Migration Centre Welcome! Initiative

Our work was also used for advocacy purposes by Access Now,

Amnesty International, European Council on Refugees and

Exiles (ECRE), European Digit@i Rights (EDRI) and Platform for

International Cooperation on Undocumented Migrants (PICUM),

as well as by their member organisations —ECRE, EDRi and

PICUM are all European networks with a collective membership

of hundreds of organisations.

Official institutions also made use of our work, with seven

reports produced for the European Parliament citing our

publications, as well as the Danish government's foreign policy

and security strategy.

~The material on the
Pactis very useful

for us as well as our
member

organisati ons ~

Head of advocacy at a European
network
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Trustees' Report

Counterterrorism policies, measures and tools in the EU: An EU migration and asylum funds for third

assessment of the effectiveness of the EU counterterrorism policy countries

EU migration and asylum funds for third countries European Parliament scrutiny of Frontex

Impact of COVID-19 measures on democracy and fundamental

rights: Best practices and lessons learned in the Member States Strengthening Europol's mandate
and third countries

Preventing Radicalisation in the European Union: How EU policy Unaccompanied migrant children in

has evolved Greece

Barriers to implementing our objectives

~Workshops: How to access information

Objective: Provide individuals and organisations with the skills and knowledge needed to investigate complex

powers, policies, procedures and practices.

We aim to host workshops for civil society organisations, journalists, lawyers, students and others on how to
access information on EU institutions, agencies and decision-making processes. We were able to start drafting

a 'curriculum' for the workshops, and with increased resources would be able to finish that curriculum and put
it into use.

~ Learning from history: 'activating' the Statewatch Library & Archive

Objective: 'Activate' our extensive Library & Archive through targeted events and output related to key themes
in our work, in order to inform the present by learning from the past.

The Library & Archive remained open to the public and received a small number of visitors throughout the
year. With funding for a dedicated staff member, we would be able to properly manage, promote and make

use of the collection, ensuring increased usage of this valuable resource.

Ob'ective 2: Ex ose and challen e new means of surveillance coercion and control

Key developments and impact

~5 in-depth reports

We published five in-depth investigative reports in 2022, examining:

post-Brexit EU-UK policing and security cooperation;
the use of new biometric technologies by European police forces;
the EU's ballooning security and migration budgets;
the EU's proposed Artificial Intelligence Act and the need to include protections for migrants and refugees;

and

the expanded powers granted to EU policing agency Europol.
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Trustees' Report

~2 public events

We organised two online public events in 2022, with a total of 148 attendees in 32 different countries,

primarily in Europe but also Canada, Kenya, Morocco, Senegal, Tunisia, Turkey and the United States of

America:

Al at the borders: Negotiations, regulations and fundamental rights.Secrecy and the externalisation of EU migration control

~ Dozens of news articles

Through our regular publication of news on key topics - the expansion and implementation of identity

databases, the development of new security technologies, the expansion of police powers, the reinforcement

of border controls, and the growing powers of EU agencies, we continued to provide a vital source of

information for other civil society organisations, journalists, activists, researchers, lawyers and many others.

~ 2 evidence submissions

We coordinated a joint submission to the European Parliament's Frontex Scrutiny Working Group drafted by

members of our Frontex researchers' network, and submitted a response to a European Commission's call for

evidence for its evaluation of the 2019 Frontex Regulation.

~ 1 interactive map

We launched an interactive map to help people inform and educate themselves about the EU's vast biometric

identity infrastructure for policing and migration. The map will serve as a long-term resource that can be

expanded and edited as the EU's "interoperability" infrastructure is developed further.

~2 joint position papers

Working with other members of European Digital Rights (EDRI) and staff from the EDRi office in Brussels, we

supported the drafting of two position on papers on important new EU legislation: the Artificial Intelligence Act

and the Prum network of police databases.

~2-parliamentary questions

Our research was used as the basis for two questions put forward in the European Parliament, on the issues of

the surveillance, artificial intelligence and algorithms to be used against people travelling to the EU; and the

extensive new powers given to EU police agency Europol. The questions were directed to Frontex and Europol

officials and the chief executive of Europol, respectively. The information provided in response was neither

particularly detailed nor useful, but the questions themselves demonstrate the value of our work to elected

representatives.

~ 1 meeting with MEPs

Our Executive Director, Chris Jones, met with a delegation of MEPs from the European Parliament's LIBE

committee, who were visiting London on a fact-finding mission about the UK's proposed data protection

reforms and the potential impact upon EU-UK trade and law enforcement cooperation,
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Trustees' Report

Challenging international police data-sharing

Objective: Challenge the development of a network of police facial recognition databases linking EU and UK

authorities.

= EDRi

Respecting fundamental rights ln
the cross-border investigation of

serious crimes

fh pc elrfon ffffcfet IFE inc European Iffo'tac lffffnfo CEEdrff nol vsosk on rlho
European VolerPC nroposed foe nufenno on aufosnated data ercnenff ~ for

Pelne Ceenelalsen l Prem IP)
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In December 2021, the European Commission

quietly published a proposal for a law that
would vastly expand a network of police

databases known as 'Prum', which

interconnects EU member states' DNA,

fingerprint and vehicle registration systems.

The UK remains part of the system due to the
post-Brexit Trade and Cooperation

Agreement, and can be invited to join an

expanded network once the EU has approved
new legislation.

The Prum il proposals would add facial

recognition and driving licence databases to
the network, making vast new pools of data

available for cross-border searches by police
and laying the technical foundations for

infrastructures of biometrlc mass

surveillance.

Working with other members and staff of European Digital Rights, we produced a detailed briefing paper
highlighting this and other problems with the proposal, and proposing specific amendments that were put
forward to MEPs. The majority of those amendments were put forward for votes planned for spring 2023.

Throughout the year we also monitored discussions in the Council, obtaining and publishing internal
documents whenever possible. We revealed that the Council wants to add driving licence databases to the
network; that the French Presidency sought the automated exchange of facial images between police forces;
and that the European Commission has spent years funding a system intended to act as the foundation for
Prum II, despite the law being a long way from approval.

~Press covers e

Gii Stati euro ei vo liono mettere tutti I volti di chl ha

una atente in un maxi-sistema dl riconoscimento
facciale

Bl'~i)METRIC
UI DATF, COM

EDRi Statewatch call for ban of EU-wide olice facial

reco nltion s stem

Drlvln license biometrics could form an Euro ean
' er etual ollce line-u '. Statewatch
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Trustees' Report

Limiting travel surveillance and passenger profiling

Objective: Prevent schemes for the automated police surveillance of travel and profiling of passengers being

extended from air to rail and sea transport

Through the introduction of Passenger Name Record (PNR) and Advance Passenger Information (API) schemes,

states and international organisations are implementing an integrated, networked global system for the
surveillance of travel and the police profiling of passengers. These schemes are currently largely reserved to air

travel, but there have been longstanding plans to extend them to rail, boat and coach journeys, There is a clear

need to ensure, at the very least, strict controls and limitations on the introduction of such systems.

Although we did not take on this issue as a priority in 2022, we nevertheless continued to monitor

developments and published three news articles through the year on key events: an EU advocate-general' s

opinion on the 2016 Passenger Name Record Directive; EU member states' responses to the judgement that
followed that opinion; and the approval by the EU of UK derogations from safeguards in the EU-UK Passenger

Name Record agreement.

~Press severe e

Exposing and opposing the externalisation of borders

Objective: Establish an evidence base on the EU's "operational partnerships" with third countries for the
externalisation of border controls

~Secrecy and externalisation

In spring we began a project investigating how state secrecy is used to advance the externalisation of the EU's

border controls. Funded by the Heinrich Boll Stiftung, the project involved the submission of almost two dozen

freedom of information and access to documents requests in the EU, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Morocco and

Niger. We were supported in that work by three external researchers, whom we contacted through our wider

network,
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Trustees' Report

In November we held an online event

to discuss the findings of the research,

with a panel made up of Tineke Strlk

(MEP, Greens/EFA group}, Lulsa

Izuzquiza (transparency activist at
Brussels lead for FragDenStaat),

Giacomo Zandonlni (investigative

journalist} and Nidkara Ahmetasevic

(journalist and researcher).

~ ~ ~ ~ I

. ~ ~ . ~ ~

The event was attended by S1 people

from 24 countries. Feedback indicated

that people found the event very

useful (average score of 4.4/5) and felt

the Information was very clearly-

presented (4.5/5). The report based on

the research was published in early

2023, and is intended to provide the
basis for parliamentary questions and

further research into the issue of secrecy

and externallsation.

~
~

~ I

"Thank you for all the work
you do"

Attendee at the event on secrecy and
exfernalisation

~ Frontex and externalisation

An in-depth research project looking at the role of EU border agency Frontex in the externalisation of the EU's

borders also continued throughout the year, with findings from the research presented:

to the Migration-Control. info West Africa research group;
at the RIVolti ai Balcani conference in Udine, Italy;

at the 'Investigating Fortress Europe' event hosted by the Evens Foundation, Brussels; and

at an international conference on border externalisation at the School of Oriental and African Studies,

London.

~Statements, articles and events

We jointed multiple civil society statements for more humane migration policies, including a call for "bridges

between people, not walls, " directed at European Union and African Union heads of state; an appeal to the
Italian government, UN High Commissioner for Refugees and the International Organization for Migration to
withdraw the Italy-Libya memorandum on immigration control (covered in Libya Observer); and we gave our

support to the vidas sin rastro (lives without a trace) campaign, for the rights of dead and missing migrants at
Spain's southern border.
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust
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Our researcher Yasha Maccanico was invited to publish articles by two other outlets: Arrested Lawyers

Initiative and EU Law Analysis. He spoke at a panel at the European Consortium for Political Research annual

conference in August; and at two sessions at the Transborder Summer Camp in Nantes in July, alongside
members of Migreurop and AlarmPhone. Alongside Chris Jones and Jane Kilpatrick (director and researcher,
respectively), he also spoke at an online screening by University College London of the documentary 'Libya; no

escape from hell' in January.

A watchdog for EU justice and home affairs policies

Objective: Monitor the activities of EU justice and home affairs institutions and agencies in order to identify

projects or plans that go beyond legal remits, or threaten to undermine rights, liberties and democratic
standards

~Vast databanks, more powerful agencies

Over the past eight years we have worked hard to decipher, analyse,

explain and challenge the EU's "interoperability" project, which

Interconnects vast quantities of biometrlc and biographic data from six

different large-scale policing and migration databases. That work

continued in 2022, and began with the publication of the report Building

the biometrlc state: Police powers and discrimination, based on research

conducted in 2021 and funded by Privacy International.

The report examines the development and deployment of biometric

identification technologies by police and border forces in Europe, and

how they are intended to be used in conjunction with the interoperability

architecture to increase identity checks. It warns that the Increasing use

of the technology Is likely to exacerbate existing problems with racist

policing and ethnic profiling. As we revealed in May, there continue to be

high-level political demands for increased blometric identity checks.

The findings of the report have been presented at events organised by the Algorithmic Fairness for Asylum

Seekers and Refugees project; the Oxford Migration Studies Seminar (Oxford University), This Is What Police
Tech Looks Like; the annual conference of the European Group for the Study of Deviance and Control in Turin,

Italy; and at a learning session for members of the Privacy International network.

~Press covers e

Oberwachung: EU-Rat dr5ngt auf biometrlsche Identit5tskontrollen
"vor Ort"
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Throughout the year we also reported on developments in the interoperability scheme, ranging from delays in

the construction and entry into use of new systems; plans to increase the surveillance and profiling of
travellers, including through the potential use of "artificial intelligence"; and how the interoperability

architecture will be used for the "screening" of people seeking protection at the EU's borders. Our publication

of an internal report by a secretive Europol-Frontex "Future Group on Travel Intelligence" provoked questions

from the Dutch Green MEP, Tineke Strik, to Frontex and Europol officials.

In November we launched an online

map of the EU's interoperable

policing and migration databases, as

part of a project —on EU agencies and

interoperability —following on from

the previous one funded by Privacy

International. The map aims to
facilitate understanding and further

investigation into that architecture.

The map Is the first of its kind and

seeks to highlight the relationship

between EU justice and home affairs

agencies and the interoperability

architecture —in particular, Europol

and Frontex.

~Press covers e

0
j

EUROPEAN
DATA JOURNALISM

NET@/QRK

Di ital Fortress Euro e¹2:Tra ed in a di ital surveillances stem
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EU-Gesetze zu elektronischen Beweismitteln" an eblich auf der Ziel eraden

REVEALED: Countries fear non-ED travellers face dele s under new EES border checksT
France to use IPads to check biometic data of travellers from UK

The West will soon be sharin their citizens' blometric data

South China Morning Post

Throughout the year we continued our longstanding work on EU border agency Frontex, including a joint
submission to the European Parliament's Frontex Scrutiny Working Group drafted by members of our Frontex
researchers' network; and submitted a response to a European Commission call for evidence for its

forthcoming evaluation of the 2019 Frontex Regulation. Our researcher Jane Kilpatrick provided the keynote

speech at the Freedom Not Fear conference in Brussels in September, on the topic of border technologies, and

in June ATTAC Italia published an article by our researcher Yasha Maccanico, 'll problema Frontex riguarda il

suo ruolo strutturale'.
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~Press covers e
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~ New European police powers

In 2022 we continued working with others in civil society to try to ensure safeguards and limits in the new

Europol Regulation. Despite our efforts, the Regulation came into force in June and legalised previously illegal

practices regarding the collection and processing of huge quantities of personal data - something that we were

the first to make public, as part of our ongoing monitoring of the legislative process. We later revealed that the
agency's Management Board was in breach of the rules governing the agency as soon as they came into force.

As we explained ln a detailed report published in November,

the new powers granted to Europol are not accompanied by

equivalent rights protections. Indeed, those protections have

largely been reduced or removed. The agency has also been

granted access to the majority of the EU's interoperable

databases, providing a further source for its extensive data

harvesting.

The report was cited by EUobserver and covered in depth by

Repubblica and Altreconomia; the findings were also presented

at the conference 'Welfare After Dlgitallzation' at the IT

University of Copenhagen in November. Questions based on the

research were also raised in a European Parliament hearing

with Europol's executive director, Catherine de Bolle. We will

continue to disseminate the research throughout 2023, as we

work with other groups and individuals to challenge the
agency's new powers.

~Press covers e
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~ Following the money

Over the past 20 years the size of the EU's budgets for policing and migration has ballooned, providing an

ample source of funding for implementing new surveillance technologies, brutal border control policies, and
extended police powers. Yet how the budgets work remains a mystery to many - they are shrouded in jargon
and labyrinthine bureaucratic procedures.

Explanation and analysis

To shed some light on the size, aims and functioning of those budgets, we worked with the Transnational
Institute to produce a guide for civil society on how EU budgets work. The guide shows the vast expansion of
security budgets for the 2021-27 period in comparison to the previous 2014-20 period, provides a series of
thematic analyses and gives a detailed summary of six different budgets.

Informing advocacy

As well as informing ongoing campaigns, advocacy, research and

Journalism, the guide aims to provide a basis for advocacy on

the next round of EU budgets. By highlighting shortcomings and

failings In existing EU funding instruments, we aim to help shape
civil society demands when the next round of proposals ls

published, likely to be sometime In 2025.

Spreading the word
I II I ' ll

The guide has been presented at meetings and events organlsed

by the This Is What Police Tech Looks Like network, the
Algorithmic Fairness for Asylum Seekers project (hosted by

Oxford University), the Oxford Migration Studies Seminar, and

at the relaunch of the Open Security Data Europe platform.

Multiple journalists have made further Inquiries about the
content of the report to Inform their work and we expect this to
continue In 2023 and beyond.

At the beginning of 2/2 we also published an analysis looking

at spending by EU agencies Frontex and eu-Lisa on border and

migration control, illustrated by a set of Infographics that make

clear the scale and scope of that spending.
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~ Calling for protections in the EU's Artificial Intelligence Act

r d e

The EU's proposed Artificial Intelligence Act will have a

major impact on the production, distribution and use of
artificial intelligence technologies In the EU and beyond.
When the proposal for an Artificial intelligence Act was
published in April 2021, we began working with other
European Digital Rights (EDRI) members to analyse the
text, a process that made clear serious shortcomings and

loopholes regarding the use of advanced technologies
for policing and migration purposes.

Working with others

As part of the EDRI working group on the Al Act and

migration, we helped to develop amendments to the Act

that were subsequently submitted to MEPs. All were
adopted and put forward for votes to be held In 2023 to
determine the Parliament's position for negotiations
with the Council. We also produced a briefing to support
the-proposed amendments and draw attention to the
fact that many border technologies already generously-

funded by the EU would be InsuNclently regulated by

the Act. The findings of the briefing were disseminated

via a well-attended online event, with 67 people from 21
countries present, and were featured In EUobserver and

InfoMigrants.
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Exposing secret government discussions

Over the course of the year we also sought to obtain

and publish internal discussion documents from the

Council of the EU so that civil society and the broader

public could see what EU member state governments
were discussing. We drew attention to the Council's

attempts to loosen controls and increase secrecy
over police use of Ai technologies, published multiple

Council compromise texts, revealed an internal

dispute over the choice of legal basis for the

proposal, and published a series of internal

presentations and comments from member states

~Calling for change

"...ci vil society groups like
AlgorithmNatch and

Statewatch are doing
important workin making sure
marginalised voices are being

heard in the debate (on AIJ~

Professor Sandra Waohter, Oxford internet
!nstitute

We helped to draft and put our name to multiple joint statements and open letters throughout the year,
calling on MEPs to prohibit predictive profiling and Al systems in law enforcement and criminal justice, ban
biometric mass surveillance and ensure that the Al Act contains meaningful protections regarding immigration,
asylum and borders. We also added our voice to statements calling for an end to the use of Al technology to
try to predict migration flows, an initiative that will inevitably lead to human rights abuses; and for the Spanish
government's new artificial intelligence agency - the first in Europe - to put human rights and social justice at
the centre of its work.

~Press cooers e
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~ 'Global Britain' and civil liberties

Objective: Monitor the activities of the new law enforcement and security institutions set up by the UK-EU

Trade and Cooperation Agreement to identify projects or plans that go beyond legal remits, or threaten to
undermine rights, liberties and democratic standards
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While the UK has left the EU, close policing and security links

remain in place, The UK is able to opt-in to a number of Intrusive

surveillance measures with no explicit need for domestic

parliamentary scrutiny or debate, and the new relationship Is

governed by institutions that are subject to extremely limited

transparency and accountability requirements.

These issues were explored in an In-depth report we published

in January, providing a detailed critical analysis of the Trade and

Cooperation Agreement (TCA) signed between the UK and EU at

the close of 2020.

The Implementation of that agreement, any possible changes to

it, and any bilateral agreements that the UK may reach with EU

member states and other states around the world, have

substantial implications for rights and freedoms, and require

close scrutiny.

Despite extremely limited resources, we sought to exercise that

scrutiny throughout 2022, with the publication of news articles

on the transmission of DNA and fingerprint data from EU police

forces to the UK; the EU's approval of UK derogatlons from

safeguards on travel surveillance powers; a UK government

representative's misinterpretation of the policing and data

protection requirements in the TCA.

We also published documents obtained through an FOI request on bilateral cooperation between Greece and

the UK on countering migrant smuggling; drew attention to the coming into force of the UK-USA Data Access

Agreement, easing transatlantic data flows for law enforcement authorities.

Our work with the EDRi network on the expansion of the EU's PrCim system (see above) also contributed to this

objective - the UK remains part of the Prum system and, as our January report showed, could join an expanded

system without any meaningful parliamentary scrutiny or debate.

We also continued to work with other groups in the UK seeking to address some of the disastrous legislation

being taken through parliament. This included signing and circulating a letter to government and to MPs on

the plans to drastically undermine the Human Rights Act; a briefing for parliamentarians on the Police, Crime,

Sentencing and Courts Bill coordinated by Liberty; signing a letter drafted by Netpol to the Metropolitan Police

on the policing of Extinction Rebellion protests; and a letter drafted by Big Brother Watch to the Metropolitan

Police on the use of live facial recognition technology.

Our expertise was also sought by the press and by officials on a number of topics. In November our director,

Chris Jones, was invited to meet with a delegation of MEPs from the European Parliament's civil liberties

committee to discuss proposed changes to the Data Protection Act that would undermine existing standards.
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Barriers to implementing our objectives

~ Identify and challenge the 'collateral damage' caused by attacks on immigration and asylum

Objective: Contribute to efforts to halt the ongoing criminalization of human rights defenders, obstruction of
journalists and undermining of the rule of law as a consequence of immigration control measure
We did not plan any specific work on this topic in 2022, but continued sharing information in our networks and
monitoring the situation with a view to undertaking dedicated work in 2023.

Ob ective 3: Build a more sustainable and more effective or anisation

Key developments and impact

~ Income from donations increased by 55%

Our income from individual donations increased from E6,905 to f11,003.

~ Recruitment of 3 new trustees

At the end of the year we recruited three new trustees - Gabriel Almeida, Marie-Laure Basilien-Gainche and
Laure Baudrihaye-Gerard - who bring a wealth of knowledge and experience to the board.

~Ongoing focus on staff development

Staff attended a total of seven training courses throughout the year, and the issue of learning and
development is discussed in both weekly staff meetings and monthly one-to-one meetings.

~ 1 meeting of the contributors group

In October 16 members of the Statewatch contributors group, from 10 different countries, met for the first
time since 2020 to share information and ideas on key issues.
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~ Increase in followers, web users and subscribers

We gained a total of 882 new Twitter followers and around 400 new Facebook followers over the course of the

year, the annual number of visits to our website increased to 153,000, and by the end of 2022 our mailing had

nearly 11,000 subscribers.

A more sustainable organisation

Objective: Obtain an increased amount of core funding over the next four years, seeking a diverse range of

funding sources for different elements of our strategy

~ Funding

Our total income in 2022 was f44, 280 and our total expenditure was f112,451.

Although our income in 2022 was low (f44, 280), we were able to sustain the organisation through a tie-off

grant received from Open Society Initiative for Europe in 2021, and by the end of 2022 had secured the

majority of the income needed to maintain the organisation in 2023. We are grateful for the continued

support of Privacy International, as well as that of the Heinrich Boll Stiftung, with whom we had not worked

before, in 2022.

In April a 10% pay increase for all staff was introduced, following on from a 10% increase in 2021. Trustees

committed to considering a further increase in 2023, dependent on income. The two increases instituted in

2021 and 2022 go some way to bringing wages closer to those in comparable organisations in the sector, and

to ensure the sustainability of the organisation with regard to any future recruitment.

~ Income

Other income,
c3 727' Bol

Fl Ielads of
a ta tev/a to 8
(ttonationsj,
F11,090, 25%

Project grants,
829,7GG, 67%
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~ Expenditure
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~ Friends of Statewatch

The amount of income received from one-off and regular donations increased by 59% in 2022, growing from
f6,905 to f11,003. This is also 52% lower than the amount received in 2020 (f22,993).The number of regular
donors also increased substantially compared to 2021 (from 56 to 79, a 41% increase), as did the number of
one-off donations (14 to 21, a 50% increase).

This is a welcome reflection of the work done in 2022, and of our efforts to ensure that regular calls for
donations are included in our output, in particular on social media. However, it remains unclear what methods
are most effective in encouraging individual donations. In 2023 we will conduct an assessment of our methods
for fundraising from individuals in order to try to further increase the amount of income generated in this way.
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~Statewatch in the EU

Objective: Establish a formal presence in EU jurisdiction to mitigate possible risks for our work caused by Brexit

Since the Brexit vote we have explored options for establishing a formal Statewatch presence within EU

jurisdiction and now have a clear overview of what those options are and how to pursue them if deemed

necessary. So far, the effects of Brexit have only caused minor procedural obstacles to our work, for example

the ability to make requests for access to documents as a UK-based organisation. The option to establish a

presence in EU jurisdiction remains open to us, if and when deemed necessary.

A more effective organisation

Objective: Ensure that Statewatch has the people, knowledge, skills and contacts needed to achieve its

objectives

~ Learning and development

Our strategic plan commits us to adopting a staff learning and development programme and individual

learning and development plans for each member of staff. In practice, these goals have been met by keeping

the question of learning and development as a standing item on our weekly staff meetings and in monthly

one-to-one meetings between each member of staff and the director.

In 2022, Statewatch staff attended training courses on:

~ engaging with the media;
~ engagement with and influencing the UK parliament;
~ outcome and impact measurement;
' project management in the voluntary sector;
~ advocacy at the United Nations;
~ the 'supportive approach' to fundraising; and
~ online investigations.

Materials and resources provided during training courses are made available to all staff and volunteers for

reference.

~ Monitoring and evaluation

We monitor and evaluate our work regularly, on an overall basis and for individual projects, generally by

measuring whether we have achieved intended outcomes. That information is provided to the Board of

Trustees and is also included in the bi-annual newsletter sent to Friends of Statewatch.

In 2022 we also set up a collective "learning log" that we can use to record problems encountered and

mistakes made in our work, in order to learn from them and improve in the future,
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~ Maintain and develop the Statewatch contributors group

At the end of 2022 there were 49 people subscribed to the Statewatch contributors group. Excluding staff,
trustees and the Director Emeritus, there are 38 'external' contributors in the group.

In October, 16 contributors from 10 states attended an online meeting, the first since 2020. This provided a
valuable opportunity to reconnect with one another face-to-face (albeit virtual) and to share information and
updates from across Europe and beyond.

Throughout the year, three analyses and one news article were authored by contributors. We also published
an important collection of documents in collaboration with investigative journalists, on EU border agency
Frontex's collection of personal data via "debriefing" interviews conducted at borders.

~A more active and effective role in our networks

In 2022 we continued to play an active role in the networks of which we are a member, European Digital Rights

(EDRi) and Migreurop.

We worked with other EDRi members to analyse and formulate proposals in relation to the EU's Artificial

Intelligence Act and the proposed expansion of the Prum network of police databases, and also took part in

the surveillance working group and the Resist Europol network that is hosted by EDRi.

Our longstanding membership also led to Chris Jones being invited to participate in the Decolonising Digital

Rights (DDR) project in 2021, in which he continued as a core member throughout 2022, attending a plenary
meeting in Italy in June, a working group meeting in November and the final plenary meeting in Morocco in

November.

DDR will develop a programme of work aimed at challenging the structural causes of oppression and their
manifestations within the digital rights field, to work towards a digital rights field in which all groups in society
have their voices heard and which works to protect the digital rights of all. Participating in the process has
provided an important way for us to reflect on our own work and practices and we expect the programme of
work to provide a further means to do so, We will continue to engage with this work in the years to come.

We continued to hold the role of co-president of the Migreurop administrative council (CA, conseil
administratif) throughout the year, participating in regular meetings of the CA and of other working groups.
We contributed to the organisation of webinars, the drafting and editing of briefings, and make regular use of
the network to share and obtain information. Yasha Maccanico attended the Sabir Festival in Italy in May,
which provided a valuable opportunity to see other members of the network in person.

We continued to maintain close contacts with the German journal CILIP (Civil Liberties 8. Policing, or
Burgerrechte und Polizei). Yasha Maccanico and Chris Jones co=authared an article that was published in the
March 2022 edition of the journal, 'Grenzuberschreitender Sicherheitstaat: die Europaischer Union und ihre
Krisen'.
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The relevance and importance of our work also saw us invited to speak at or attend multiple other events,

meetings and conferences throughout the year. As well as those mentioned elsewhere in this report, these
include:

Colour of Surveillance, Amsterdam, September (conference)

- MIGRANTS HUMAN RIGHTS DEMOCRACY, 27 June - 3 July 2022, University of Palermo (summer school)

' Heinrich Boll Stiftung, London, November (roundtable)

~ Distance 5 Convergence: re:constituting Democracy and the Rule of Law in Europe, Berlin, September

(conference)

~ Immigrazione e propaganda elettorale a venti anni della legge Bossi Fini, Associazione Diritti e Frontiere,

online, September (meeting)

~ Intersos, "States' sea rescue duties", online, November (training course)

~ Lecture on Statewatch's work, migration and the Mediterranean for the Brown University anthropology and

migration course, online, November

~ Computers, Privacy and Data Protection, Brussels, 23-25 May (conference)

~ Migreurop study day, La criminalisation des personnes migrantes solidaires, 9 December 2022

~ Digital Freedom Fund: Access to justice in data protection cases 8 to the 9 of december 2022

We also developed contacts with Refugee Project Egypt and in October signed a joint statement that they

coordinated, calling for an end to the arbitrary detention and forcible deportation of Eritrean asylum seekers

in Egypt.

~ Improving our communication

The question of communication was a regular topic of discussion amongst staff throughout 2022, but a lack of

longer-term core funding means it remained impossible to recruit a member of staff to deal with the
communication aspect of our work. However, we sought to use knowledge gained from training courses

attended in 2021 to improve our use of social media, which remains a key tool for circulating our work and

reaching new people.

The ability to recruit a member of staff to deal with communications would allow us to create more varied,

attractive and appealing output (for example, through the use of graphics or video), would provide the

organisation with the knowledge and expertise of someone specialised in communications (for example, in

terms of how to address different audience), and would free up a substantial amount of staff time. Currently,

the management of our social media accounts is undertaken by our researchers and the publication of

material on our website is a responsibility shared between the researchers and the director.
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Nevertheless, our audience continues to grow. Throughout the year the number of followers we had on social
media grew substantially (particularly on Twitter), and the number of users of our website increased by 2%
across the year, with more than 153,000 visits compared to just under 150,000 in 2021.

We believe that this growth can be explained by the quality, relevance and importance of our work, but in the
longer-term it is evident that increasing our audience requires structured planning and relevant expertise
amongst the staff.

Policy on reserves

At year end our reserves stood at E9,530. Reserves are held to meet any unexpected shortfall in income and to
meet any necessary expenditure to protect or expand the trust's work, Trustees will endeavour to increase the
reserves if income permits. Increasing staff wages is also a priority, subject to meeting our other legal
commitments.

Risk analysis

1.Staff development and retention
Statewatch employees are employed part time and are highly skilled in our specialist field of work. Our priority
is to retain and develop current staff. In 2021 we implemented an across-the-board pay increase of 10% and
committed to introduce a further 10% increase in 2022, funding permitting. This was an important first step in

bringing our salaries up to an adequate level for the sector.

2. Review and monitor action to reduce our projected pension deficit
We have an action plan in place with the Pensions' Trust, our pension provider, to reduce our deficit by paying
additional annual contributions over ten years 2013 - 2023. The estimate from the Pensions Trust of employer
liability on withdrawal is f6,069 (as at September 2022) and was f11,201 (as at September 2021).

Statement of trustees' responsibilities

The trustees (who are also the directors of The Libertarian Research and Education Trust for the purposes of
company law) are responsible for preparing the trustees' report and the financial statements in accordance
with applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted
Accounting Practice), including FRS 102 "The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of
Ireland".

Company law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year. Under company law
the trustees must not approve the financial statements unless they are satisfied that they give a true and fair
view of the state of affairs of the charitable company and of the incoming resources and application of
resources, including its income and expenditure, of the charitable company for that period. In preparing these
financial statements, the trustees are required to:

~ select suitable accounting policies and apply them consistently;

~ observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP;

~ make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

~ state whether applicable accounting standards, comprising FRS 102 have been followed, subject to any
material departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and

~ prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the
charitable company will continue in business.

Page 26



The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Trustees' Report

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records that can disclose with reasonable accuracy

at any time the financial position of the charitable company and enable them to ensure that the financial

statements comply with the Companies Act 2006. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the

charitable company and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other

irregularities.

The trustees are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the corporate and financial information

included on the charitable company's website. Legislation governing the preparation and dissemination of

financial statements may differ from legislation in other jurisdictions.

The financial statements on pages 30 to 41 were approved by the trustees, and authorised for issue on 5

September 2023 and signed on their behalf by:

Jonathan Bloch

Company secretary and trustee
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Independent Examiner's Report to the trustees of The Libertarian Research and Education
Trust ('the Company' )

I report to the charity trustees (who are also Directors for the purpose of company law) on my examination of
the accounts of the The Libertarian Research and Education Trust ('the charitable company') for the year
ended 31 December 2022 which comprise the Statement of Financial Activities, the Balance Sheet and related
notes on pages 30 to 41.

This report is made solely to the charity's trustees, as a body, in accordance with section 145 of the Charities
Act 2011. My work has been undertaken so that I might state to the charity's trustees those matters I am
required to state to them in this report and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, I do
not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the charity and the charity's trustees as a body, for
my work, for this report, or for the opinions I have formed.

Responsibilities and basis of report

As the charity's trustees of The Libertarian Research and Education Trust you are responsible for the
preparation of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006 ('the 2006 Act').

Having satisfied myself that the accounts of The Libertarian Research and Education Trust are not required to
be audited under Part 16 of the 2006 Act and are eligible for independent examination, I report in respect of
my examination of your charity's accounts as carried out under section 145 of the Charities Act 2011 ('the
2011 Act'). In carrying out my examination I have followed the Directions given by the Charity Commission
under section 145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act.

An independent examination does not involve gathering all the evidence that would be required in an audit
and consequently does not cover all the matters that an auditor considers in giving their opinion on the
financial statements. The planning and conduct of an audit goes beyond the limited assurance that an
independent examination can provide. Consequently I express no opinion as to whether the financial
statements present a 'true and fair' view and my report is limited to those specific matters set out in the
independent examiner's statement.

Independent examiner's statement

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no matters have come to my attention in connection with the
examination giving me cause to believe:

1. accounting records were not kept in respect of The Libertarian Research and Education Trust as required
by section 386 of the 2006 Act; or

2. the accounts do not accord with those records; or

3. the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of section 396 of the 2006 Act other than
any requirement that the accounts give a 'true and fair view' which is not a matter considered as part of~ indepeMLent examination; or

4. the accounts have not been prepared in accordance with the methods and principles of the Statement of
Recommended Practice for accounting and reporting by charities applicable to charities preparing their
accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of
Ireland (FRS 102).
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Independent Examiner's Report to the trustees of The Libertarian Research and Education
Trust ('the Company' )

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which

attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be
reached.

Kirsty Nicholls FCCA

Field Sullivan Limited

9 Hare 5 Billet Road

Blackheath

SE3 ORB

5 September 2023
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

(Registration number: 08480724)
Balance Sheet as at 31 December 2022

Note
2022

f
2021

f
Current assets

Debtors

Investments

Cash at bank and in hand

Creditors: Amounts falling due within one year

Total assets less current liabilities

Provisions

Net assets

Funds of the charity:

Restricted income funds

Restricted funds

Unrestricted income funds

Unrestricted funds

Total funds

10

12

13

14

16

2,875

16,577

19,452

(3,852)

15,600

(6,070)

9,530

2, 152

7,378

9,530

2,353

1,076

88,233

91,662

(2,760)

88,902

(11,201)

77,701

77,701

77,701

For the financial year ending 31 December 2022 the charity was entitled to exemption from audit under
section 477 of the Companies Act 2006 relating to small companies.

Directors' responsibilities:

~ The members have not required the charity to obtain an audit of its accounts for the year in question in

accordance with section 476; and

~ The directors acknowledge their responsibilities for complying with the requirements of the Act with

respect to accounting records and the preparation of accounts,

The financial statements on pages 30 to 41 were approved by the trustees, and authorised for issue on 5
September 2023 and signed on their behalf by:

onathan Bloch

Company secretary and trustee

The notes on pages 33 to 41 form an integral part of these financial statements.
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2022

1 Charity status

The charity is limited by guarantee, incorporated in England and Wales, and consequently does not have share
capital. Each of the trustees is liable to contribute an amount not exceeding E1 towards the assets of the
charity in the event of liquidation.

The address of its registered office is:
88 Fleet Street
London

EC4Y 1DH

These financial statements were authorised for issue by the trustees on 5 September 2023.

2 Accounting policies

Summary of significant accounting policies and key accounting estimates
The principal accounting policies applied in the preparation of these financial statements are set out below.
These policies have been consistently applied to all the years presented, unless otherwise stated.

Statement of compliance

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Accounting and Reporting by Charities:
Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the
Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 1 January 2019)—
(Charities SORP (FRS 102) - Second edition October 2019), the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the
UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102).They also comply with the Companies Act 2006 and Charities Act 2011.

Basis of preparation

The Libertarian Research and Education Trust meets the definition of a public benefit entity under FRS 102.
Assets and liabilities are initially recognised at historical cost or transaction value unless otherwise stated in

the relevant accounting policy notes.

Going concern

in common with many similar organisations who receive the majority of their income from public funding, the
viability of The Libertarian Research and Education Trust is dependent on finding continuing sources of
funding. As set out in the trustee's report, the company's financial situation remains challenging, but the
trustees are working to address these issues. Accordingly, the trustees believe it is appropriate to prepare the
accounts on a-going concern basis,

Exemption from preparing a cash flow statement

The charity opted to early adopt Bulletin 1 published on 2 February 2016 and have therefore not included a

cash flow statement in these financial statements,
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2022

Judgements and key sources of estimation uncertainty

In the application of the charity's accounting policies, the directos are required to make judgements, estimates

and assumptions about the carrying amount of assets and liabilities that are not readily apparent from other

sources. The estimates and associated assumptions are based on historical experience and other factors that
are considered to be relevant. Actual results may differ from these estimates.

The estimates and underlying assumptions are reviewed on an ongoing basis. Revisions to accounting

estimates are recognised in the periods in which the estimate is revised where revisions affects only that

period, or in the period of the revision and future periods where the revisions affects both current and future

periods.

Income and endowments

All income is recognised once the charity has entitlement to the income, it is probable that the income will be

received and the amount of the income receivable can be measured reliably.

Donations and legacies

Donations are recognised when the charity has been notified in writing of both the amount and settlement

date. In the event that a donation is subject to conditions that require a level of performance by the charity

before the charity is entitled to the funds, the income is deferred and not recognised until either those
conditions are fully met, or the fulfilment of those conditions is wholly within the control of the charity and it is

probable that these conditions will be fulfilled in the reporting period.

Grants receivable

Grants are recognised when the charity has an entitlement to the funds and any conditions linked to the grants

have been met. Where performance conditions are attached to the grant and are yet to be met, the income is

recognised as a liability and included on the balance sheet as deferred income to be released.

Expenditure

All expenditure is recognised once there is a legal or constructive obligation to that expenditure, it is probable

settlement is required and the amount can be measured reliably. All costs are allocated to the applicable

expenditure heading that aggregate similar costs to that category. Where costs cannot be directly attributed to
particular headings they have been allocated on a basis consistent with the use of resources, with central staff

costs allocated on the basis of time spent, and depreciation charges allocated on the portion of the asset's use.

Other support costs are allocated based on the spread of staff costs.

Charitable activities

Charitable expenditure comprises those costs incurred by the charity in the delivery of its activities and

services for its beneficiaries. It includes both costs that can be allocated directly to such activities and those

costs of an indirect nature necessary to support them,

Support costs

Support costs include central functions and have been allocated to activity cost categories on a basis

consistent with the use of resources, for example, allocating property costs by floor areas, or per capita, staff

costs by the time spent and other costs by their usage.
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2022

Taxation

The charity is considered to pass the tests set out in Paragraph 1 Schedule 6 of the Finance Act 2010 and
therefore it meets the definition of a charitable company for UK corporation tax purposes. Accordingly, the
charity is potentially exempt from taxation in respect of income or capital gains received within categories
covered by Chapter 3 Part 11 of the Corporation Tax Act 2010 or Section 256 of the Taxation of Chargeable
Gains Act 1992, to the extent that such income or gains are applied exclusively to charitable purposes.

Current asset investments

Current asset investments are included at the lower of cost and net realisable value / market value.

Trade debtors

Trade debtors are amounts due from customers for merchandise sold or services performed in the ordinary
course of business.

Trade debtors are recognised initially at the transaction price. They are subsequently measured at amortised
cost using the effective interest method, less provision for impairment. A provision for the impairment of trade
debtors is established when there is objective evidence that the charity will not be able to collect all amounts
due according to the original terms of the receivables.

Cash and cash equivalents

Cash and cash equivalents comprise cash on hand-and call-deposits, and other short-term highly liquid
investments that are readily convertible to a known amount of cash and are-subject to-an insignificant risk of
change in value.

Borrowings

Interest-bearing borrowings are initially recorded at fair value, net of transaction costs. Interest-bearing
borrowings are subsequently carried at amortised cost, with the difference between the proceeds, net of
transaction costs, and the amount due on redemption being recognised as a charge to the Statement of
FinancialActivities over the period of the relevant borrowing.

Interest expense is recognised on the basis of the effective interest method and is included in interest payable
and similar charges.

Borrowings are classified as current liabilities unless the charity has an unconditional right to defer settlement
of the liability for at least twelve months after the reporting date.

Provisions

Provisions are recognised when the charity has an obligation at the reporting date as a result of a past event, it
is probable that the charity will be required to settle that obligation and a reliable estimate can be made of the
amount of the obligation,
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2022

Fund structure

Unrestricted income funds are general funds that are available for use at the trustees discretion in furtherance

of the objectives of the charity.

Restricted income funds are those donated for use in a particular area or for specific purposes, the use of

which is restricted to that area or purpose,

3 Income from donations and legacies

Donations and legacies;

Committed giving

Gift aid reclaimed

Grants, including capital grants;

Network for Social Change

Transnational Institute

European Digital Rights

Garden Court

Privacy International

OSIF E

Unrestricted

General
f

11,003

1,254

Restricted
f

17,216

Total
2022

f

11,003

1,254

17,216

Total
2021

f

6,905

971

14,195

8,071

11,076

4,000

19,476

72,338

12,257 17,216 29,473 137,032

4 Income from charitable activities

Service level agreement

Fees and supplies

Other income

Unrestricted

General

f
12,540

540

1,727

14,807

Total
2022

f.

12,540

540

1,727

14,807

Total
2021

E

937

1,810

2,747
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2022

5 Expenditure on charitable activities

Staff costs

Computer software and maintenance

Printing, postage and stationery

Trade subscriptions

Sundries

Project costs

Travel and subsistence

Support costs

Note

Total
2022

E

69,497

5,856

216

1 173

195

5,795

929

28,790

112,451

Total
2021

f
55,894

2,805

262

1,169

100

318
11,558

72,106

6 Analysis of support costs

Support costs

Rent

Insurance

Accountancy

Independent examination

Consultancy

Legal and professional

Bank charges

(Gain)/loss on programme related investments

Total
2022

7,765

663

300

2,340

14,575

2,832

184
131

28,790

Total
2021

f
5,937

663

2,670

2,041

247

11,558

7 Trustees remuneration and expenses

No trustees, nor any persons connected with them, have received any remuneration from the charity during

the year,

No trustees have received any reimbursed expenses or any other benefits from the charity during the year.
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2022

8 Staff costs

The aggregate payroll costs were as follows:

Staff costs during the year were:

Wages and salaries

Social security costs

Pension costs

Other staff costs

2022
f

69,448

293

(577)

333

69,497

2021
f

56,640

(1,316)
570

55,894

The monthly average number of persons (including senior management / leadership team) employed by the
charity during the year expressed as full time equivalents was as follows:

Charitable activities

2022
No

2021
No

No employee received emoluments of more than f60,000 during the year.

9 Taxation

The charity is a registered charity and is therefore exempt from taxation.

10 Debtors

Prepayments

Other debtors

2022
f

1,621

1,254

2,875

2021
f

1,203

1,150

2,353

11 Current asset investments

Unlisted other shares

2022
f

2021
f

1,076
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2022

12 Cash and cash equivalents

Cash at bank

2022
f

16,577

2021
f
88,233

13 Creditors: amounts falling due within one year

Accruals

2022

3,852

2021
f

2,760

14 Provisions

At 1 January 2022

Credited to the statement of recognised gains and losses

At 31 December 2022

Pension
contributions

provision

f
(11,201)

5,132

(6,069)

Total

(11,201)

5,132

(6,069)

15 Related party transactions

There were no related party transactions in the year.
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2022

16 Funds

Unrestricted

General

General

Funds

Restricted

Pl Project

Balance at 1
January

2022
f

77,701

Incoming

resources

27,064

17,216

Resources
expended

f

(97,387)

(15,064)

Transfers
f

Other
recognised

gains/(losses)
f

Balance at
31

December
2022

7,378

2, 152

Total funds 77,701 44, 280 (112,451) 9,530

Unrestricted

General

Balance at
1January

2021
f

Incoming
resources

f

Resources
expended

f

Balance at
Other 31

recognised December
Transfers gains/(losses) 2021

f f f

General Funds

Restricted

OSIFE

Pl Project

Transnational

Institute

9,048 112,232

1,026

8,071

27,547

736

290 19,476

(43,523)

(736)

(19,776)

(8,071)

(28,583)

(10)

10

10

(46) 77,701

Total funds 10,074 139,779 (72,106) (46) 77,701
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2022

The specific purposes for which the funds are to be applied are as follows:

OSIFE - This grant was awarded for the 'European Union justice and home affairs agencies: Transparency,
accountability and fundamental rights' project, which examines the transparency, accountability, and
implications for fundamental rights of the activities of three EU agencies: Frontex, Europol and eu-Lisa.

Privacy International - The project title is 'Biometric Europe; Imposing digital identities in the name of security'.
The project will educate and inform relevant groups and individuals about the challenges the EU's biometric
identity initiatives pose for individual rights in order to increase civil society action (such as campaigns,
advocacy, awareness-raising activities, legal cases) and media coverage on the topic, to contribute to attempts
to ensure that the EU's biometric identity initiatives are implemented in a manner that prioritises fundamental
rights.

Transnational Institute - funding the production of a publication on the EU's new security budgets for the
period 2021-2027.

17 Analysis of net assets between funds

Current assets

Current liabilities

Provisions

Total net assets

Unrestricted
funds

General

17,300

(3,852)

(6,070)

7,378

Restricted
funds

f
2, 152

2, 152

Total funds at
31 December

2022
f
19,452

(3,852)

(6,070)

9,530

Current assets

Current liabilities

Provisions

Total net assets

Unrestricted
funds

General
f

91,662

(2,760)

(11,201)

77,701

Total funds at
31 December

2021

91,662

(2,760)

(11,201)

77,701
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust 

known as Statewatch 

Trustees' Report 

The trustees, who are directors for the purposes of company law, present the annual report together with the 
financial statements of the charitable company for the year ended 31 December 2021 which have been 
prepared in compliance with current statutory requirements, The Companies Act 1985, the Charities SORP (FRS 
102) applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard 
applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland and the Charities Act 2011; and with the charity's governing 
document, its Memorandum and Articles of Association. 

Statewatch is the working name of the Libertarian Research and Education Trust (LRET), which was established 
as a trust in 1981. On 3 December 2013 the charity was incorporated, again with the name The Libertarian 
Research and Education Trust. The company is registered as a charity with the Charity Commission as a 
successor to the Trust (company number: 08480724, charity number: 1154784). The assets and liabilities of 
the Trust have been transferred to this company, and from 3 December 2013 the company has taken over all 
of the activities of the trust. The Trust does not have a corporate opinion. 

Public benefit 
The trustees confirm that they have complied with the requirements of section 17 of the Charit ies Act 2011 to 
have due regard to the public benefit guidance published by the Charity Commission for England and Wales. 

Appointment of Trustees 
Any person who is willing to act as a Trustee, and who would not be disqualified from acting under the 
provisions of Article 26 of Articles of Association, may be appointed to be a Trustee by a decision of the 
Trustees. 

The Board is aware of the need to find additional new Trustees, as well as a need for a succession pla n, to 
replace existing Trustees as they stand down at the end of the time of office. We will discuss and decide on 
these matters in the first half of 2022. We are aware of the need to consider identifying key skills and 
experience we need on the Board and to advertise for applicants who meet those criteria. 

Policies and procedures adopted for the induction and training of trustees 
We provide Trustees with the Charity Commission and NCVO guidance for Trustees. We have also contracted 
external expertise to provide legal advice on contracts and policies. They have prepared a Staff and volunteers 
Handbook and are currently working on a Handbook for Trustees. This will cover recruitment, polices, 
induction and training. 

Trustees and officers 

The trustees and officers serving during the year and since the year end were as follows: 

Trustees: 

Chair: 

Secretary: 

Jonathan Bloch (appointed 1 January 2021) 

Victoria Canning 

Nadine Finch (appointed 1January2021) 

Fiona Godfrey 

Lilana Keith (appointed 1 January 2021) 

Ann Singleton 

Ann Singleton 

Jonathan Bloch (appointed 1 January 2021) 
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust 

known as Statewatch 

Trustees' Report 

2021: Three decades of Statewatch, a year of transition 

2021 marked Statewatch's 30th birthday and an important transitional year following the retirement of the 
founder and Director, Tony Bunyan, in autumn 2020. Three decades after Statewatch was founded, ou r 
commitment to the sense of purpose that has animated Statewatch since 1991 - to investigate, expose, 
analyse and explain state powers and threats to civil liberties and human rights - continued to propel our 
work. It was an extremely busy year for staff, t rustees and contributors: we undertook an in-depth strategic 
planning process and continued to update and improve internal policies and procedures, at the same time as 
maintaining our impressive level of output. 

Our work led to some notable victories over the course of the year, in particular regarding secrecy and 
transparency: EU agencies Europol (pol icing) and Frontex (border control) committed themselves to complying 
with the EU's transparency laws, following the conclusion of a complaints procedure we initiated in 2019. We 
also successfully pushed the European Commission to comply with its own ru les of procedure and to publish 
the names of participants in two expert groups, dealing with search and rescue in the Mediterranean, and the 
use of artificial intelligence in home affairs. 

Our research and investigations continued to contribute to public and political debate in Europe and beyond, 
providing the basis for coverage in major press outlets; submissions to public consultations held by the UK, EU 
and UN institutions and agencies; and questions in the European Parliament. Our work has been used by 
national and international human rights organisations and lawyers' associations, and in important legal 
challenges and parliamentary inquiries - particularly with regards to Frontex, the EU's border agency. 
Th roughout 2021 we also continued to deepen our all iances with other organizations and within our networks, 
leading to important collaborative work that has gone on to bear fruit in 2022. 

Issues of strategy and governance were a core focus for staff, trustees and contributors throughout 2021. A 
huge amount of work was put into a year-long strategic planning process that led to the drafting of a new 
five-year strategic plan for Statewatch, in order to provide a clear direction and renewed sense of purpose at a 
time when civil liberties, human rights and democratic standards are under threat in the UK, across Europe and 
beyond . This will guide our work as we seek to expand the organisation in the years to come. The updated 
governance policies we continued to work on throughout 2021 will ensure Statewatch remains a 
well-functioning and welcoming organisation. 

While 2021 proved to be a more financially stable year than those that immediately preceded it, we remain 
heavily reliant on short-to-medium term project funding. The quality and importance of Statewatch's work is 
clear, but there remain a number of obstacles to obtaining the stability and sustainability necessary for us to 
reach our full potential. As our President, Gareth Peirce, remarked many years ago: 

"In routinely placing complex policies and increased state powers in the public domain, Statewatch performs a 
function that no other organisation fulfils. One is driven to wonder what it could have accomplished, and could 
accomplish in the future, were it to have even a tiny percentage of the resources enjoyed by other 
organisations." 

Increasing the resources available to Statewatch to ensure that we can adequately fulfil our mission will 
remain the key task in the years to come. 
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Our objectives and achievements in 2021 

1. Monitor civil liberties and the state in Europe 

a. 
Conduct research and investigations into key issues affecting civil liberties, fundamental rights and 
democratic standards 

Our research projects in 2021 focused on: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

post-Brexit policing and security cooperation between the EU and UK, as mandated by the Trade 
and Cooperation Agreement signed in December 2020; 

the use of artificial intelligence technology for immigration, asylum and border control purposes, 
and how the EU's proposed Artificial Intelligence Act would (or would not) regulate those 
technologies; 

the EU's security, defence and border budgets for the 2021-27 period: policy and spending priorities, 
and the extent of democratic oversight and accountability over those budgets; and 

the historical and contemporary development and deployment of biometric identification 
technologies by police and border authorities in Europe. 

The primary outputs of this research were all due to be published in the first of half of 2022 and will be 
discussed further in the 2022 annual report. 

We also continued to monitor: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

b. 

the activities of EU agencies (in particular Europol and Frontex); 

the EU laws and policies that make up the 'New Pact on Migration and Asylum' introduced in 
September 2020; 

the UK government's measures to crack down on civil liberties and human rights, in particular with 
regards to the Nationality and Borders Bill, the Policing, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill, and plans 
to alter data protection law; 

the EU's 'interoperability' scheme, which seeks to interconnect a number of vast policing and 
migration databases; and 

a number of other key issues, such as the situation for migrants and refugees arriving in Europe and 
prosecutions and harassment of those acting in solidarity with them, telecommunications 
surveillance, government plans to undermine encryption, EU counter-terrorism and 
counter-extremism policies, and the EU's "e-evidence" proposals. 

Maintain and update our observatories, in particular on the 'refugee crisis', interoperability, the 
European Security Research Programme and Frontex 

Our observatories serve as long-term repositories for documentation, reports and information on key issues. 
Sixteen observatories remain 'l ive' on our website and are widely used, receiving almost 30,000 hits in 2021. 
However, pressure on staff time has made it difficult to maintain them, with only the observatory on Frontex 
(some 5,500 hits in 2021) being regularly updated. 
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In July 2021, we took the decision to stop updating the observatory on the 'refugee crisis', which was launched 
in 2015 and which we had previously merged with an older observatory on immigration and asylum in Europe -
together, they received over 11,200 hits in 2021. This page now also hosts the PhD thesis of Statewatch 
researcher Yasha Maccanico, along with associated documentation. We hope to implement a technical 
solution for the website and obtain the necessary financial resources that will allow us to start regu larly 
updating these valuable resources again. 

2. Inform and empower individuals and civil society 

a. 
Provide a news service that acts as a key information hub on civil liberties issues and campaigns, 
bringing together our own material with that of other organizations and outlets 

2021 was the 22nd year of Statewatch's online news service, and we continued to use it to publish our own 
material and to highlight key work produced by our networks and allies. We published 345 articles on our site 
in 2021 as part of the news service, which received almost 219,000 hits over the course of the year. 

Our work focused on the themes outlined in the previous section, with a number proving to be particularly 
important and relevant in 2021: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

our 'Tracking the Pact' series (30 articles in 2021) provides news, documentation and - time 
permit ting - analysis of the laws and policies being debated and discussed, largely in secret, as part of 
the EU's Pact on Migration and Asylum; 

our regular scrutiny of the activities of EU border agency Frontex has continued to provide vital 
information to other civil society organisations, elected officials and the broader public - in particular, 
our publication of internal Frontex documents related to the investigation by the European 
Parliament's Frontex Scrutiny Working Group, set up to look into allegations that the border agency 
has been involved in pushbacks in the Mediterranean, with a number of those documents 
subsequently being cited in a case against Frontex lodged at the Court of Justice of the EU; 

our coverage of the negotiations on proposed changes to Europol's mandate included the release of 
national authorities' positions and comments on the plans, alongside multiple internal Council of the 
EU documents as negotiations progressed; 

we used our longstanding ability to acquire internal EU documents to report on the ongoing 
negotiations on the proposed Artificial Intelligence Act, in particular on plans within the Council of 
the EU to weaken proposed safeguards on the use of Al technologies for law enforcement and 
internal security purposes and the failure of the European Commission expert group on Al in home 
affairs to follow its own rules of procedure; and 

our ongoing reporting on the implementation of the EU's 'interoperability' scheme exposed 
worsening delays in the plans to interconnect new and existing policing and migration databases. 

We continued to use our social media presence to publicise the material published via our news service, and to 
circulate other material produced by civil society organisations, activist and campaign groups, academics and 
mainstream media outlets. We obta ined a 12.5% increase in Twitter followers over the course of the year 
(from 9,378 to 10,548) and a mild increase in Facebook followers (from 2,904 to 3,009) and likes (2,832 to 
2,907). It should be noted that this growth in followers is entirely 'organic'. We have no dedicated member of 
staff to work on communications (the role is shared between the team) and have not had sufficient time to 
draft a dedicated communications strategy that wou ld guide a more directed and targeted approach to 
communicating our work more effectively, better-engaging our existing audiences and reaching new ones. 
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b. 
Stimulate discussion and debate by working with the media, civil society and parliamentarians and 
by encouraging individuals to participate in the democratic discourse and make their views known 

Our work and commentary has been taken beyond our direct audience through citations, mentions and 
interviews in over 20 media outlets over the course of 2021: 

Austria: Radio FM4 

Balkans: Balkan Insight 

China: China Daily 

Europe: EUobserver, Politico 
Europe, Euractiv 

France: Contexte 

Germany: Heise Online, 
Netzpolitik 

Global: Business Insider, Sputnik, 
TRTWorld 

Italy: Wired Italia 

Netherlands: de Groene 
Amsterdamer, de Volksrant, 
Radio Patapoe 

Senegal: Futurs Media 

Spain: Publico 

Sweden: Arbetet 

UK: Byline Times, Declassified 
UK, The Guardian. The Morning 
Star 

Our work has also been publicly-cited by a wide range of other civil society organisations, including : 

Deutscher Anwaltverein (German 
Bar Association) 

European Digital Rights 

European 
Racism 

Network Against 

Equinox 

Federation internationale des 
ligues des droits de l'homme 

Human Rights Watch 

Meijers Committee of Experts on 
International Migration, Refugee 
and Criminal Law 

Migreurop 

As well as citations, our staff published or publicised work on behalf of Statewatch in academic and platforms: 
Forced Migration Review published an article written by Statewatch researcher Jane Kilpatrick and the legal 
academic Mariana Gkliati. Material published by Statewatch was cited in over 450 academic publications in 
2021. 

We have been consulted by MEPs and their staff to share our views on EU law and policy. Our staff were 
consulted on multiple occasions by advisors working in the European Parliament's civil liberties committee 
setting up the Frontex Scrutiny Working Group, and we held discussions with Green MEPs on the reform of 
Europol's legal basis. In a resolution on access to documents, the European Parliament referred specifically to 
the result of our complaint lodged against Frontex with the European Ombudsman: 

"[urging] the agency to follow up on the findings of the European Ombudsman and implement her 
recommendations on updating the register of documents and publishing the number of sensitive documents it 
holds that are not included in its register of documents." 
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Our work formed the basis of three parliamentary questions in 2021, all on the topic of EU border agency 
Frontex, indicating the ongoing importance of our long-standing work on this issue: 

• Record of deportations by Frontex 

• Covert intelligence-gathering at EU justice and home affairs agencies 

• Frontex's role in illegal mass expulsions at EU borders 

In recent years we have engaged with a broader range of groups and individuals from civil society in order to 
inform our research, share information, and build connections and alliances. In October 2021 we held two 
workshops on state databases, biometrics, policing and migration control as part of the project 'Protecting 
migrant communities by future proofing the immigration data system'. The aim of the workshops was to 
explain, discuss and share ideas about the issues raised by the development and deployment of Europe-wide 
biometric police and border control technologies. The workshops brought together some 30 individuals, 
involved with the following organisations and institutions: 

Access Now 

Arbeiterwohlfart 

Choose Love 

EDRi 

Forscherin und Aktivistin 

Generation 2.0 RED 

Hermes Center for Transparency 
and Digital Rights 

Human Rights Legal Project 

Associazione per gli Studi 
Giurdici sull'lmmigrazione (ASGI) 

Justice, Equity and Technology 
Table 

Migreurop 

N GO-M itarbeiterin 

North African Policy Initiative 

Paris d'Exil et collectif 
Requisitions 

Pro Asyl 

AWO 

Belgrade Centre for Security 
Policy 

Stop Mare Mortum 

Universita degli Studi di Padova 

University of Barcelona 

University of Helsinki 

Vluchtelingenwerk Vlaanderen 
(Refugee Action Flanders) 

As well as demonstrating the broad range of different organisations and institutions that follow and engage 
with our work, the states that attendees said they work in demonstrates our extensive geographical reach: 

Albania France Montenegro 

Austria Germany Netherlands 

Belgium Greece North Macedonia 

Bosnia and Herzegovina Hungary Serbia 

Denmark Italy Spain 

EU and Europe-wide Kosovo USA 

A short questionnaire was filled in by 26 participants following the workshops. Asked to rate the usefulness of 
the workshops on a scale of one (not useful at all) to five (extremely useful), 21 respondents gave a rating of 
four or five. 
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Expanding and increasing engagement with our contributors' network to ensure broader level of 
expertise and geographical reach 

While we continue to engage with a wide variety of individuals who contribute to Statewatch's work in various 
ways (by providing information, knowledge and contacts; by writing articles; by assisting in the promotion of 
our work), limitations on staff time means it remained difficult in 2021 to 'activate' the contributors' network 
to the extent we would have liked. Nevertheless, we remain heavily indebted to members of the network for 
assisting us in our work, and published eight in-depth analyses written by external contributors in 2021: 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

Mariana Gkliati: No more Morias? Notes from the field and the EU responses 

Antonio Mazzeo: Border surveillance, drones and militarisation of the Mediterranean 

Steve Peers: The revised Blue Card Directive: the EU's search for more highly skilled non-EU migrants 

Sophie-Anne Bisiaux and Lorenz Naegeli: Blackmail in the Balkans: how the EU is externalising its 
asylum policies 

Samuel Allan: The Canary cage: the making of deportation islands on Spain's Atlantic border 

Marie Martin: 

o To SAR or not to SAR, part 1: Why is Frontex expected to save lives at sea? 

o To SAR or not to SAR, part 2: Legal firewalls of a very polit ical agency 

Wasil Schauseil: Greece: The new hotspots and the prevention of "primary flows": a human rights 
disaster. 

We also published an in-depth report in collaboration with two contributing authors. Algorithmic persecution 
in Turkey's post-coup crackdown: The FETO-Meter system documents the use by the Tu rkish military of an 
algorithm to persecute alleged dissidents and supporters of the attempted July 2016 coup, which was 
widely-reported on in the media. 

d. 
Hosting and participating in research and discussion networks on key issues/themes to encourage 
information-sharing and collaboration 

We hosted two meetings of the Frontex researchers' network throughout 2021, and the group made a 
collaborative submission to the European Parliament's Frontex Scrutiny Working Group, in order to highlight a 
number of themes common the work of the network's members that merited further examination by MEPs. 
The submission was cited in the FSWG's report on its investigation. 
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Across the two calls, 14 individuals contributed from: 

Academic institutions EuroMed Rights 

Associazione per gli Studi 
Giurdici sull'lmmigrazione 

European Parliament 

Associazione per gli Studi 
Giurdici sull'lmmigrazione 

Global Legal Action Network 

Open Society Foundations 

Platform for International 
Cooperation on Undocumented 
Migrants 

Privacy International 

There were 38 individuals subscribed to the mailing list for the network at the end of 2021. 

Organizing events for discussion, debate and education about key contemporary and historical civil 
e. liberties issues, using materials from the Library & Archive to provide a resource for researchers and 

a historical perspective on contemporary issues 

We organized two publit events in 2021, both in collaboration with the University of Bristol as pa rt of the 
Economic and Social Research Council's Festival of Social Sciences. 

The first was an online event, 'Secrecy in the European Union: how to exercise your right to information', 
which looked at how governments have sought to maintain secrecy in the EU, how individuals and 
organizations have fought back, and provided training for attendees on how exercise to exercise their right to 
access information. The event sold out, with 95 people registering to attend. The content of t he event will 
serve as the basis for a training courses to be organised in 2022 and beyond. 

The second event, 'Monitoring the state and learning from history: policing and racism in the Statewatch 
Library & Archive', took place in person and online at the Barton Hill Settlement in Bristol. Through a selection 
of materials from the Statewatch Library & Archive, 50 of which were digitised to facil itate on line participation, 
the event sought to explore the long history of community and political act ivism on the issues of policing and 
racism, and the connections, similarities and differences between past and present struggles. 48 people 
registered to attend both online and in person. As well as interventions from Statewatch staff and trustees, 
speakers were invited from Bristol Copwatch (a local police monitoring group) and The Bristol Cable (a 
community newspaper) to provide local context and experiences. 

Staff also participated in a number of public and closed events organised by other groups: 

• New Police Surveillance Technologies: Combatting the Science Fiction Collect ively - A Civil Society 
Perspective (panel at the online Computers, Privacy and Data Protection conference) 

• International Human Rights Film Festival (online) 

•The European Social Forum on Migration (webinar) 

• Potentials and limitations of subnational responses to the migrant question in Europe (online conference 
organised by the Inter Alia Project) 

• EU return policies: the European framework for return policies across the Euro-Mediterranean region 
(webinar organised by EuroMed Rights) 

• Oxford Migration Studies Society (online seminar) 
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3. Take action on civil liberties and justice and home affairs issues 

a. Contributing to building more open, transparent and democratic EU and national institutions and 
ensure that public institutions act in accordance with the law; 

Early in 2021 we secu red a major victory for transparency and openness, with the conclusion of a complaint 
we filed with the European Ombudsman in 2019 concerning a failure by EU policing agency Europol and border 
control agency Frontex to comply with their legal obligations on public access to documents. The key point of 
the complaints was that neither agency was maintaining a complete public register of documents - a legal 
requirement under a 2001 Regulation that aims "to give the fullest possible effect t0 the right of public access 
t o documents," as set out in the EU Charter on Fundamental Rights. 

In response to our complaint and the Ombudsman's proposed solution, both agencies committed to 
establishing public registers of documents - commitments that we cpntinued to put pressure on them to 
comply with, through engagement with MEPs in relevant parliamentary committees. The Ombudsman's 
proposed solution also included a broader set of requirements that apply to all EU justice and home affairs 
agencies, providing a clear basis for holding other agencies to account in the future. Our victory received 
prominent coverage in EUobserver, and was subsequently cited in a European Parliament resolution on access 
to documents. 

Our research and investigative work also landed two other victories for basic transparency measures. In early 
2021, in response to ongoing deaths in the Mediterranean, the European Commission set up a 'Contact Group 
on Search and Rescue' made up of member state authorities, in order to establish a "structured framework for 
cooperation at EU level in order to ensure rapid response in case of events at sea as well as maintaining safety 
of navigation and ensuring effective migration management." The Commission failed to meet a number of 
basic transparency requirements - publishing the group's terms of reference, meeting agendas, and the names 
of the authorities participating in the group - until we published an article on the issue. Simila rly, following our 
publiCation of an article on the transparency failings of the Commission's 'Expert Group on Artificial 
Intelligence in the Domain of Home Affairs', steps were taken to comply with the rules: specifically, by 
publishing the names of the national authorities participating in the group. 

b. Challenging new measures that do not meet fundamental human rights standards 

We made eight submissions to public bodies in 2021 as part of our efforts to challenge measures and practices 
that do not meet fundamental rights standards: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

UN Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants: Pushback practices and their impact on the 
human rights of migrants 

Submission to the European Commission's consultation on a new migrant smuggling action plan 

Joint submission by the Frontex researchers' network (coordinated by Statewatch) to the European 
Parliament's Frontex Scrutiny Working Group 

UK Parliament Joint Committee on Human Rights: Nationality and Borders Bi ll: Biometric 'permission 
to travel' scheme will affect tens of millions of people 

Submission to public consult ation on reform of the UK Data Protection Act 2018 

Submission to the European Asylum Support Office 2021 Asylum Report 

Contributed to the European Digital Rights submission to the European Commission consultation on 
the expansion of the 'Prum' police data-sharing net work 
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Participated in a roundtable meeting organised by the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
• Europe on border management and human rights, in order to inform a policy brief in which ou r work 

was directly cited 

We also worked with the Border Violence Monitoring Network (BVMN) to investigate multiple testimonies 
they had collected of violence against migrants committed by agents suspected of participating in Frontex 
operations. BVMN volunteers received testimonies of incidents involving some 130 people attempting to 
travel through Macedonia until the end of May 2021. Many of them were subjected to brutal violence and 
reported that what appeared to be Frontex agents were either present or participated in that violence. We 
accompanied an article we published with a letter to the Frontex Fundamental Rights Officer (FRO). However, 
despite positive engagement with the FRO and repeated follow-up from our side, it became evident that they 
were unable to gather any further information about the allegations. 

c. Playing an active role in our networks and partnerships. 

We continued to play an active role in the networks of which we are a formal member in 2021, in particular 
Migreurop and European Digital Rights (EDRi). 

Throughout the year we continued to participate in discussions and information-sharing via Migreurop's 
mailing lists, and in November 2021 w·e were elected to the co-presidency of Migreurop's Conseil 
Administrative, the governing body for the network. In December 2021 we attended the network's general 
assembly. 

We also maintained a high level of engagement with EDRi office staff in Brussels and other members of the 
network. In February we participated in a members' workshop on EU justice and home affairs policies, and 
attended the General Assembly in April (held on line due to the pandemic). Throughout the year we continued 
to participate in working group meetings, including on biometrics and the implications of the EU's proposed 
Artificial Intelligence Act for migration and asylum law and policy. 

We were represented in the Refugee Law Initiative via staff members' involvement in and presentations on 
Statewatch's ongoing collaboration with Mariana Gkliati (Radboud University) and the Transnational Institute 
at the Initiative's "externalisation working group" and annual conference: 

We also joined two key coalitions in the UK - one on the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts (PCSC) Bill, and 
the other on the Nationality and Borders Bill. The coalition working on the PCSC Bill (the Police Bill Alliance) 
was seeking to overturn or limit provisions restricting protest rights and criminalising Gypsy, Roma and 
Traveller communities through the criminalisation of trespass. The coalition dealing with the National it y and 
Borders Bill (Together With Refugees) was primarily seeking to prevent the criminalisation of irregular arrivals 
to the UK. Due to a lack of staff time our participation in both groups was limited to signing open letters and 
briefings, and sharing and promoting information and campaign demands via our website and social media 
accounts. They also provided a useful way for us to maintain our connections with UK-based groups and 
campaigns. 
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4. Governance, funding and organisational development 

a. Identify new opportunities for funding and collaboration 

In late 2020 we obtained funding from two new sources, European Digital Rights (EDRi) and Citizens for 
Europe. The funding acquired from EDRi was for a project examining the use of "arti ficial intelligence" 
technologies for the purposes of asylum, immigration and border control and how the EU's proposed Artificial 
Intelligence Act could better regulate those uses in order to protect fundamenta l rights; the results of t he 
research are to be published in 2022. The latter funded the time necessary to undertake an in-depth strategic 
planning process, discussed further below, and to employ a Finance & Administration Worker, recruited in 
September 2021. 

In 2021 we maintained the funding relationship we started in 2020 with Privacy International, with funding for 
our research invest igating the historical and contemporary development and deployment of biometric 
identification technologies by police and immigration authorities. Finally, we acquired funding from the 
Network for Social Change, who have funded our work previously (the last t ime, in 2015), and received a 
one-off core grant from the Open Society Initiative for Europe. We also colla borated through the year with the 
Transnational Institute on the research for a report to be published in 2022 that will provide a critical 
examination of the EU's security and migration budgets for the 2021-27 period. 

At the end of 2021 we recruited an external fundraising consultant to produce a fundraising strategy for 
Statewatch, in accordance with one of the recommendations of the 2020 governance review (see further 
below). 

b. Update and continue to implement the strategic agenda 2020-22 and develop a new long-term vision for 
Statewatch 

Our strategic agenda 2020-22, adopted at the end of 2019, continued to guide our work in 2021. However, in 
recognition of the fast-changing operating environment for Statewatch and with the opportunity to engage in 
an in-depth reflection process enabled by fund ing from Citizens for Europe, trustees, staff and contributors 
engaged in a year-long strategic planning process that resulted in the drafting of a new five-year strategic plan 
to guide Statewatch's work from 2022-26. Our deliberations were also informed by a survey of our users - the 
first we had undertaken in 10 years - which received almost 170 responses. The fina l strat egy document will be 
adopted in early 2022. 

c. Enhance monitoring and evaluation framework 

We have continued to monitor and evaluate both our projects and our work as a whole on a regular basis, 
although it can prove difficult to measure the full extent of the impact of our work. As we move ahead with 
implementing the 2022-26 strategy we will continue to build upon our existing monitoring and evaluation 
framework, including through staff training and improved procedures, to better understand who our work 
reaches and how it makes a difference. 
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d. Maintain and update policies and procedures as necessary 

In 2021 we contracted the services of an external employment law and human resources firm, who have 
assisted in the drafting and finalisation of a new staff and volunteer handbook to bring together all our policies 
and procedures. We will continue to review these on a regular basis in order to ensure we remain compl iant 
with the law and meet the highest possible standards in order to make Statewatch an enjoyable and rewarding 
place to work and volunteer. 

e. Continue to implement recommendations of the Governance Review 

In 2020 the Board of Trustees engaged a consultant to conduct a governance review and to make 
recommendations about the steps Statewatch needed to take for a sustainable future and to strengthen our 
organisation and governance. The review identified strengths and weaknesses of Statewatch and made 18 
recommendations. These are set out in the table below with the action taken. 

Recommendation 

1. As a matter of urgency, the Board of Trustees 
implement a fundraising strategy, which when 
aligned to Statewatch's mission and objectives, will 
provide a long-term, strategic approach that will 
help the organisation deliver on fundraising goals. 
(see Appendix 2 for a suggested framework for a 
financial and fund raising strategy). 

7. Trustees should prioritise the Financial Strategy 
for its upcoming meetings. 

2. The Board engage in targeted advertising to 
achieve a more diverse board, with the necessary 
balance of experience, knowledge and expertise. 
Sources for advertising for potential Board 
members, Patrons, and Associate members could 
be the Contributors Network and Friends of 
Statewatch, and possibly networks in which staff 
and Trustees are currently active. 

3. The Board consider the following criteria in 
recruiting new Trustees who should: 
• be fully knowledgeable of the EU with a 
substantive understanding of how it works I people 
working in the field and representative of the 
Statewatch community, 
• have organisational expertise, and formal 
understanding of how civil society organisations 
work, and how they should work 
• share the vision and values of Statewatch and 
committed to its Strategic Agenda 

Action taken in 2021 

Following acquisition of sufficient funding, a 
fundraising consultant was engaged to prepare a 
detailed fundraising strategy for Statewatch, to be 
provided in 2022. 

The Board advertised for new Trustees and 
appointed four new members of t he Board. Three 
of those are still very active and meet the criteria 
set out in Recommendation 3: Lilana Keith 
(Vice-Chair); Jonathan Bloch (Treasurer) and Nadine 
Finch. They have brought a wealth of knowledge 
and insights to our work. 
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4. The Board work together on their own 
programme of work, including monitoring the 
Strategic Plan with an appropriate performance 
management system, and implementing a 
succession strategy for new Trustees, providing 
them with an induction session on Trustee roles and 
responsibilit ies. 

S. The Co-Chairs support a transition to more in 
depth discuss on current issues, collaboration with 
civil society campaigns and networking, to retain its 
position in the field, attract partnerships, and 
thereby also future funding. 

6. The Chair and Executive Director meet on a 
regular basis to develop an Agenda for Board 
meetings, and to flag up issues that need to be 
brought to the Board's attention. Minutes of Board 
meetings should be reviewed and agreed by both. 

8. Trustees design and implement an organisational 
performance management system for measuring 
progress on its strategic objectives. The Board 
should carefully monitor the outcomes of the 
Strategic Plan by monitoring objectives and key 
results. Many Boards use a Traffic Lights System for 
this purpose; that is they monitor each objective 
and its related key results in terms of: green to 
indicate where things are on track, amber to 
indicate some issues to be addressed in a particu lar 
area, and red to indicate where action is needed to 
turn things around. 

9. To seek funding for core staff, in particular for an 
Executive Director as part of the Board's succession 
plan to replace Tony Bunyan. At present, a 
percentage of project costs goes towards core staff 
costs, but this is not a sustainable funding model in 
the longer term. 

10. Tony's retirement at the end of June (or 
September) should be marked in some way to 
honour his legacy, both then, and/or at the 30-year 
anniversary in 2021. 

We are preparing a Trustees Handbook (to be ready 
at the end of September 2022) and our legal 
advisers (Loch Associates) will provide training for 
existing and new Trustees. 

With the support of the Board, Statewatch has 
continued to engage with existing civil society 
partners (European Digital Rights, Migreurop, 
Transnational Institute, Privacy International) and to 
undertake new partnerships (Citizens for Europe, 
Border Violence Monitoring Network, and multiple 
others through our Frontex research network). 

The Chair and Vice-Chair met with the Director on a 
bi-weekly basis, to discuss ongoing and emerging 
issues and to prepare the agendas for the Board 
meetings. 

Progress of work was monitored at every meeting 
of the Board and discussed at the bi-weekly 
meetings between the Chair, Vice-Chair and 
Executive Director, but a form of systematic review 
as recommended is yet to be implemented. 

The post of the new Executive Director (Chris Jones) 
was funded from a mix of project and other 
funding. We aim to secure more core funding to 
underpin this role and the work of the organisation 
as a whole. 

There was an online meeting of long-time and 
recent supporters of Statewatch, in which tributes 
to Tony were given by individuals and on behalf of 
other organisations. Covid restrictions meant it was 
not possible to organise an in-person event. 
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11. Given how under-resourced the staff team are, 
the current practice of project management, 
support and supervision on a regular 1-2-1 basis, 
should be encouraged and developed; with formal 
supervisory management systems introduced more 
fully when resources allow. 

12. With the launch of the new website, there is an 
opportunity to carry out a user-focused scoping 
exercise to identify who the beneficiaries are, and 
what their information and communication needs 
from Statewatch are. 

13. Statewatch should leverage the free-to-use 
Google Analytics to gather and analyse quantitative 
usage metrics for the website. 

14. Statewatch should use the new website as an 
opportunity to market a fundraising initiative to 
beneficiaries. A major (crowd) fund raising campaign 
should accompany the launch of the new website in 
July/August. 

15. Build on the base of Friends of Statewatch with 
a crowdfunding campaign to all beneficiaries from 
July/August until December; this would be the 
quickest method of fundraising in the current 

·context to achieve a minimum level of core funding. 

18. The Friends of Statewatch should be revitalised 
and expanded through a crowdfunding campaign to 
help secure and independent source of core funding 
for. Statewatch. 

16. The Contributors Group should be revived and 
expanded. Once staff resources improve, dedicated 
time be allocated for management of the network, 
its terms of reference, solicitation of information 
and so on. 

17. The Contributors Group should be considered as 
an important and valuable source not only of 
contributions to Statewatch, but also of becoming 
Patrons or Associate Members of Statewatch, and 
possibly future Board members. 

The Chair and Vice Chair met regularly with the 
Executive Director to discuss issues as they arose 
and undertook an interim review to lay the basis for 
a full review of the Director's role in due course. 

Individual support and supervision was provided to 
staff members and volunteers through monthly 
one-to-one meetings, as well as twice-weekly 
meetings of all staff. 

A survey of Statewatch's audience and users was 
launched in autumn 2021 and received close to 170 
responses, which were used to inform the strategic 
planning process. 

Given the negative privacy implications of Google 
products, we make use of Matomo to monitor 
website usage. 

A specific fundraising campaign was carried out in 
autumn 2020, but not repeated in 2021. 
Fundraising was increasingly integrated into the 
everyday commu nication of the organ isat ion 
throughout 2021, but remains a work in progress. 

As noted above, five in-depth ana lyses from new 
contributors were published in 2021. The 
contributors group is much valued by Statewatch 
and staff and Trustees endeavoured to keep these 
links active throughout 2021, with a view to futu re 
further expansion of the group. 
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust 

known as Statewatch 

Trustees' Report 

Income and expenditure 

Our total income for 2021 was £139, 779 and our total expenditure was £72,106. 

Policy on reserves 
At year end our reserves stood at £77,701. Reserves are held to meet any unexpected shortfall in income and 
to meet any necessary expenditure to protect or expand the trust's work. Trustees will endeavour to increase 
the reserves if income permits. Increasing staff wages is also a priority, subject to meeting our other legal 
commitments. 

Funding 
We are grateful to the support received during 2021 from Friends of Statewatch, Citizens for Europe, European 
Digital Rights, Garden Court Chambers, Network for Social Change, Open Society Initiative for Europe and 
Privacy International. 

Risk analysis 

1. Staff development and retention 
Statewatch employees are employed part time and are highly skilled in our specialist field of work. Our priority 
is to retain and develop current staff. In 2021 we implemented an across-the-board pay increase of 10% and 
committed to introduce a further 10% increase in 2022, funding permitting. This was an important first step in 
bringing our salaries up to an adequate level for the sector. 

2. Review and monitor action to reduce our projected pension deficit 
We have an action plan in place with the Pensions' Trust, our pension provider, to reduce our deficit by paying 
additional annual contributions over ten years 2013 - 2023. The estimate from the Pensions Trust of employer 
liability on withdrawal is £11,201(as at September 2021) and was £17,184 (as at September 2020). 

3. Brexit 
Towards the end of 2020 and early in 2021 we consulted with lawyers to prepare for establ ishing a branch of 
Statewatch within EU jurisdiction, should it prove necessary for our work. While the UK has now left the EU 
and a large proportion of our work continues to focus on the powers, policies and practices of the institutions 
and agencies of the EU and its member states, the practical impact on our work has so far proven minimal. The 
option to establish within EU jurisdiction remains available should the need arise, and the situation is reviewed 
regularly by the Board. 

4. Coronavirus 
The Board of Trustees continued to ensure that all necessary action was taken to protect the health and 
wellbeing of Statewatch employees and volunteers during the ongoing pandemic. A member of the Board was 
appointed as a well being contact point to serve as a first point of call for any staff wishing to discuss problems 
or concerns (e.g. mental health) arising from the pandemic and the restrictive measures taken to address it. 
The Board was regularly updated on measures taken by the organisation to ensure a 'COVID-secure' working 
environment after restrictions were eased. 
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust 

known as Statewatch 

Trustees' Report 

Statement of trustees' responsibilities 

The trustees (who are also the directors of The Libertarian Research and Education Trust for the purposes of 
company law) are responsible for preparing the trustees' report and the financial statements in accordance 
with applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (U nited Kingdom Generally Accepted 
Accounting Practice), including FRS 102 "The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of 
Ireland". The report and accounts have been prepared in accordance with the provisions in the Companies Act 
2006 relating to small companies. 

Company law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year. Under company law 
the trustees must not approve the financial statements unless t hey are satisfied that they give a true and fair 
view of the state of affairs of the charitable company and of the incoming resou rces and application of 
resources, including its income and expenditure, of the charitable company for that period. In preparing these 
financial statements, the trustees are required to: 

• select suitable accounting policies and apply them consistently; 

• observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP; 

• make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 

• state whether applicable accounting standards, comprising FRS 102 have been followed, subject to any 
material departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and 

• prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the 
charitable company will continue in business. 

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records that can disclose with reasonable accuracy 
at any time the financial position of the charitable company and enable them to ensure that the financial 
statements comply with the Companies Act 2006. They are also responsib le for safeguarding the assets of the 
charitable company and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other 
irregularities. 

The trustees are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the corporate and financial information 
included on the charitable company's website. Legislation governing t he preparation and dissemination of 
financial statements may differ from legislation in other jurisdictions. 

Small companies provision statement 

This report has been prepared in accordance with the small companies regime under the Companies Act 2006. 

The financial statements on pages 20 to 34 were approved by the trustees, and authorised for issue on 15 
September 2022 and signed on their behalf by: 

.... fb'\ s~,~'0\o__~ 
Ann Singleton 
Chair and Trustee 
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust 

known as Statewatch 

Independent Examiner's Report to the trustees of The Libertarian Research and Education 
Trust ('the Company') 

I report to the charity trustees (who are also Directors for the purpose of company law) on my examination of 
the accounts of the The Libertarian Research and Education Trust ('the charitable company') for the year 
ended 31 December 2021 which comprise the Statement of Financial Activities, the Balance Sheet and related 
notes. 20 34 

This report is made solely to the charity's trustees, as a body, in accordance with section 145 of the Charities 
Act 2011. My work has been undertaken so that I might state to the charity's t rustees t hose matters I am 
required to state to them in this report and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, I do 
nof accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the charity and the charity's t rustees as a body, for 
my work, for this report, or for the opinions I have formed. 

Responsibilities and basis of report 

As the charity's trustees of The Libertarian Research and Education Trust you are responsible for the 
preparation of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006 ('the 2006 Act'). 

Having satisfied myself that the accounts of The Libertarian Research and Education Trust are not required to 
be audited under Part 16 of the 2006 Act and are eligible for independent examination, I report in respect of 
my examination of your charity's accounts as carried out under section 145 of the Charities Act 2011 ('the 
2011 Act'). In carrying out my examination I have followed the Directions given by the Charity Commission 
under section 145(S)(b) of the 2011 Act. 

An independent examination does not involve gathering all the evidence that would be required in an audit 
and consequently does not cover all the matters that an auditor considers in giving their opinion on the 
financial statements. The planning and conduct of an audit goes beyond the limited assurance that an 
independent examination can provide. Consequently I express no opinion as to whether the financial 
statements present a 'true and fair' view and my report is limited to those specific matters set out in the 
independent examiner's statement. 

Independent examiner's statement 

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no matters have come to my attention in connection with the 
examination giving me cause to believe: 

1. accounting records were not kept in respect of The Libertarian Research and Education Trust as required 
by section 386 of the 2006 Act; or 

2. the accounts do not accord with those records; or 

3. the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of section 396 of the 2006 Act other than 
any requirement that the accounts give a 'true and fai r view' which is not a matter considered as part of 
an independent examination; or 

4. the accounts have not been prepared in accordance with the methods and principles of the Statement of 
Recommended Practice for accounting and reporting by charities applicable to charities preparing their 
accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of 
Ireland (FRS 102). 

Page 18 



The Libertarian Research and Education Trust 

known as Statewatch 

Independent Examiner's Report to the trustees of The Libertarian Research and Education 
Trust ('the Company') 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connect ion with the examination to which 
attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be 

~-~~ 
Timothy Sullivan FCA 
Field Sullivan Limited 
9 Hare & Billet Road 
Blackheath 
SE3 ORB 

Date: ... ~~< ..... . 
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust 

known as Statewatch 

Statement of Financial Activities for the Year Ended 31 December 2021 
(Including Income and Expenditure Account and Statement of Total Recognised Gains and Loues) 

Total Total 
Unrestricted Restricted 2021 Unrestricted Restricted 2020 

Note £ £ £ £ £ £ 

Income and Endowments from: 

Donations and legacies 3 109,485 27,547 137,032 43,651 51,740 95,391 

Charitable activities 4 2,747 2,747 1,774 1,774 

Investment income 5 2 2 

Total income 112,232 27,547 139,779 45,427 51,740 97,167 

Expenditure on: 

Charitable activities 6 (43,523) (28,583) (72,106) (9,589) (66,564) (76,153) 

Total expenditure (43,523) (28,583) (72,106) (9,589) (66,564) (76,153) 

Gains/losses on investment assets (46) (46) 90 90 

Net income/( expenditure) 68,663 (1,036) 67,627 35,928 (14,824) 21,104 

Transfers between funds (10) 10 

Net movement in funds 68,653 (1,026) 67,627 35,928 (14,824) 21,104 

Reconciliation of funds 

Total funds brought forward 9,048 1,026 10,074 (26,880) 15,850 (11,030) 

Total funds carried forward 18 77,701 77,701 9,048 1,026 10,074 

The notes on pages 24 to 34 form an integral part of these financial statements. 
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust 

known as Statewatch 

Statement of Financial Activities for the Year Ended 31 December 2021 
(Including Income and Expenditure Account and Statement of Total Recognised Gains and Losses) 

All of the charity's activities derive from continuing operations during the above two periods. 

The funds breakdown for 2020 is shown In note 18. 

The notes on pages 24 to 34 form an Integral part of these financial statements. 
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust 

Current assets 

Debtors 

Investments 

Cash at bank and in hand 

known as Statewatch 

(Registration number: 08480724) 
Balance Sheet as at 31 December 2021 

Note 

11 

12 

13 

Creditors: Amounts falling due within one year 14 

Total assets less current liabilities 

Creditors: Amounts falling due after more than one year 

Provisions 

Net assets 

Funds of the charity: 

Restricted income funds 

Restricted funds 

Unrestricted income funds 

Unrestricted funds 

Total funds 

15 

16 

18 

2021 
£ 

2,353 

1,076 

88,233 

91,662 

(2,760) 

88,902 

(11,201) 

77,701 

77,701 

77,701 

2020 
£ 

1,514 

1,122 

40,854 

43,490 

(3,233) 

40,257 

(13,000) 

(17,183) 

10,074 

1,026 

9,048 

10,074 

For the financial year ending 31 December 2021 the charity was entitled to exemption from audit under 
section 477 of the Companies Act 2006 relating to small companies. 

Directors' responsibilities: 

• The members have not required the charity to obtain an audit of its accounts for the year in question in 
accordance with section 476; and 

• The directors acknowledge their responsibilities for complying with the requirements of the Act with 
respect to accounting records and the preparation of accounts. 

These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the special prov1s1ons relating to 
companies subject to the small companies regime within Part 15 of the Companies Act 2006. 

The notes on pages 24 to 34 form an integral part of these financial statements. 
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust 

known as Statewatch 

(Registration number: 08480724) 
Balance Sheet as at 31December2021 

The financial statements on pages 20 to 34 were approved by the trustees, and authorised for issue on 15 
September 2022 and signed on their behalf by: 

...... Jk..~ .. ~:~ .. ~~.~ 
Ann Singleton 
Chair and Trustee 

The notes on pages 24 to 34 form an integral part of these financia l statements. 
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust 

known as Statewatch 

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2021 

1 Charity status 

The charity is limited by guarantee, incorporated in England and Wales, and consequently does not have share 
capital. Each of the trustees is liable to contribute an amount not exceeding £1 towards the assets of the 
charity in the event of liquidation. 

The address of its registered office is: 
88 Fleet Street 
London 
EC4Y lDH 

These financial statements were authorised for issue by the trustees on 15 September 2022. 

2 Accounting policies 

Summary of significant accounting policies and key accounting estimates 

The principal accounting policies applied in the preparation of these financial statements are set out below. 
These policies have been consistently applied to all the years presented, unless otherwise stated. 

Statement of compliance 

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Accounting and Reporting by Charities: 
Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the 
Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 1 January 2019) -
(Charities SORP (FRS 102) - Second edition October 2019), the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the 
UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102). They also comply with the Companies Act 2006 and Charities Act 2011. 

Basis of preparation 

The Libertarian Research and Education Trust meets the definition of a public benefit entity under FRS 102. 
Assets and liabilities are initially recognised at historical cost or transaction value unless otherwise stated in 
the relevant accounting policy notes. 

Going concern 

In common with many similar organisations who receive the majority of their income from public funding, the 
viability of The Libertarian Research and Education Trust is dependent on finding continuing sources of 
funding. As set out in the trustee's report, the company's financial situation remains challenging, but the 
trustees are working to address these issues. Accordingly, the trustees believe it is appropriate to prepare the 
accounts on a going concern basis. 

Exemption from preparing a cash flow statement 

The charity opted to early adopt Bulletin 1 published on 2 February 2016 and have therefore not included a 
cash flow statement in these financial statements. 
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust 

known as Statewatch 

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2021 

Judgements and key sources of estimation uncertainty 

In the application of the charity's accounting policies, the directos are required to make judgements, estimates 
and assumptions about the carrying amount of assets and liabilities that are not readi ly apparent from other 
sources. The estimates and associated assumptions are based on historical experience and othe r factors that 
are considered to be relevant. Actual results may differ from these estimates. 

The estimates and underlying assumptions are reviewed on an ongoing basis. Revisions to accounting 
estimates are recognised in the periods in which the estimate is revised where revisions affects only that 
period, or in the period of the revision and future periods where the revisions affects both current and future 
periods. 

Income and endowments 

All income is recognised once the charity has entitlement to the income, it is probable that the income will be 
received and the amount of the income receivable can be measured reliably. 

Donations and legacies 

Donations are recognised when the charity has been notified in writing of both the amount and settlement 
date. In the event that a donation is subject to conditions that require a level of performance by the charity 
before the charity is entitled to the funds, the income is deferred and not recognised until either those 
conditions are fully met, or the fulfilment of those conditions is wholly within the control of the charity and it is 
probable that these conditions will be fulfilled in the reporting period. 

Grants receivable 

Grants are recognised when the charity has an entitlement to the funds and any conditions linked to the grants 
have been met. Where performance conditions are attached to the grant and are yet to be met, the income is 
recognised as a liability and included on the balance sheet as deferred income to be released. 

Investment income 

Dividends are recognised once the dividend has been declared and notification has been received of the 
dividend due. 

Expenditure 

All expenditure is recognised once there is a legal or constructive obligation to that expenditure, it is probable 
settlement is required and the amount can be measured reliably. All costs are allocated to the applicable 
expenditure heading that aggregate similar costs to that category. Where costs cannot be directly attributed to 
particular headings they have been allocated on a basis consistent with the use of resou rces, with central staff 
costs allocated on the basis of time spent, and depreciation charges allocated on the portion of the asset's use. 
Other support costs are allocated based on the spread of staff costs. 

Charitable activities 

Charitable expenditure comprises those costs incurred by the charity in the delivery of its activities and 
services for its beneficiaries. It includes both costs that can be allocated directly to such activities and those 
costs of an indirect nature necessary to support them. 
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust 

known as Statewatch 

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2021 

Support costs 

Support costs include central functions and have been allocated to activity cost categories on a basis 
consistent with the use of resources, for example, allocating property costs by floor areas, or per capita, staff 
costs by the time spent and other costs by their usage. 

Taxation 

The charity is considered to pass the tests set out in Paragraph 1 Schedule 6 of the Finance Act 2010 and 
therefore it meets the definition of a charitable company for UK corporation tax purposes. Accordingly, the 
charity is potentially exempt from taxation in respect of income or capital gains received within categories 
covered by Chapter 3 Part 11 of the Corporation Tax Act 2010 or Section 256 of the Taxation of Chargeable 
Gains Act 1992, to the extent that such income or gains are applied exclusively to charitable purposes. 

Current asset investments 

Current asset investments are included at the lower of cost and net realisable value I market va lue. 

Trade debtors 

Trade debtors are amounts due from customers for merchandise sold or services performed in the ordinary 
course of business. 

Trade debtors are recognised initially at the transaction price. They are subsequently measured at amortised 
cost using the effective interest method, less provision for impairment. A provision for the impairment of trade 
debtors is established when there is objective evidence that the charity will not be able to collect all amounts 
due according to the original terms of the receivables. 

Cash and cash equivalents 

Cash and cash equivalents comprise cash on hand and call deposits, and other short-term highly liquid 
investments that are readily convertible to a known amount of cash and are subject t o an insignificant risk of 
change in value. 

Borrowings 

Interest-bearing borrowings are initially recorded at fair value, net of transaction costs. Interest-bearing 
borrowings are subsequently carried at amortised cost, with the difference between the proceeds, net of 
t ransaction costs, and the amount due on redemption being recognised as a charge to the Statement of 
Financial Activities over the period of the relevant borrowing. 

Interest expense is recognised on the basis of the effective interest method and is included in interest payable 
and similar charges. 

Borrowings are classified as current liabilities unless the charity has an unconditional right to defer settlement 
of the liability for at least twelve months after the reporting date. 
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust 

known as Statewatch 

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2021 

Provisions 

Provisions are recognised when the charity has an obligation at the reporting date as a result of a past event, it 
is probable that the charity will be required to settle that obligation and a reliab le estimate can be made of the 
amount of the obligation. 

Fund structure 

Unrestricted income funds are general funds that are available for use at the trustees discretion in furtherance 
of the objectives of the charity. 

Restricted income funds are those donated for use in a particular area or for specific purposes, the use of 
which is restricted to that area or purpose. 

Pensions and other post retirement obligations 

The charity operates a defined benefit pension scheme.Typically defined benefit plans define an amount of 
pension benefit that an employee will receive on retirement, usually dependent on one or more factors such 
as age, years of service and compensation. 

The liability recognised in the Balance Sheet in respect of defined benefit pension plans is the present value of 
the defined benefit obligation at the reporting date minus the fair value of plan assets. The defined benefit 
obligation is measured using the projected unit credit method. The present value of t he defined benefit 
obligation is determined by discounting the estimated future payments by reference to market yields at the 
reporting date on high-quality corporate bonds that are denominated in the currency in which the benefits will 
be paid, and that have terms to maturity approximating to the terms of the related pension liability. 

Actuarial gains and losses are charged or credited to other comprehensive income in the period in which they 
arise. 
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust 

known as Statewatch 

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2021 

3 Income from donations and legacies 

Unrestricted 
Total Total 

General Restricted 2021 2020 
£ £ £ £ 

Donations and legacies; 

Committed giving 6,905 6,905 29,993 

Citizens for Europe 8,837 

Gift aid reclaimed 971 971 821 

Grants, including capital grants; 

Network for Social Change 14,195 14,195 

Transnational Institute 8,071 8,071 
European Digital Rights 11,076 11,076 

Garden Court 4,000 4,000 4,000 
Privacy International 19,476 19,476 9,432 
OSIFE 72,338 72,338 42,308 

109,485 27,547 137,032 95,391 

4 Income from charitable activities 

Unrestricted 
Total Total 

General 2021 2020 
£ £ £ 

Fees and supplies 937 937 1,019 

Other income 1,810 1,810 755 

2,747 2,747 1,774 

5 Investment income 

Total Total 
2021 2020 

£ £ 

Interest receivable and similar income; 

Interest receivable on bank deposits 2 
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust 

known as Statewatch 

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2021 

6 Expenditure on charitable activit ies 

Total Total 
2021 2020 

Note £ £ 

Wages and salaries 9 56,640 48,093 

Pension 9 (1,316) 3,057 

Other staff costs 9 570 

Computer software and maintenance 2,805 5,457 

Printing, postage and stationery 262 35 

Trade subscriptions 1,169 1,011 

Sundries 100 318 

Travel and subsistence 318 473 

Support costs 7 11,558 17,709 

72,106 76,153 

7 Analysis of support costs 

Support costs 

Total Total 
2021 2020 

£ £ 

Rent 5,937 5,000 

Insurance 663 618 

Telephone and fax 2,935 

Office expenses 203 

Independent examination 2,670 3,090 

Legal and professional 2,041 5,627 

Bank charges 247 236 

11,558 17,709 
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust 

known as Statewatch 

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2021 

8 Trustees remunerati on and expenses 

No trustees, nor any persons connected with them, have received any remuneration from the charity during 
the year. 

No trustees have received any reimbursed expenses or any other benefits from the charity during the year. 

9 Staff costs 

The aggregate payroll costs were as follows: 

2021 2020 
£ £ 

Staff costs during the year were: 

Wages and salaries 56,640 48,093 

Pension costs (1,316) 3,057 

Other staff costs 570 

55,894 51,150 

The monthly average number of persons (including senior management I leadership team) employed by the 
charity during the year expressed as f ull time equivalents was as follows: 

Charitable activities 

No employee received emoluments of more than £60,000 during the year. 

10 Taxation 

The charity is a registered charity and is therefore exempt from taxation. 

11 Debtors 

Prepayments 

Other debtors 
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust 

known as Statewatch 

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2021 

12 Current asset investments 

Unlisted other shares 

13 Cash and cash equivalents 

Cash at bank 

14 Creditors: amounts falling due within one year 

Other taxation and social security 

Accruals 

15 Creditors: amounts falling due after one year 

Other creditors 

16 Provisions 

At 1 January 2021 

Credit ed to the statement of recognised gains and losses 

At 31 December 2021 

17 Related party transactions 

During the year the charity made the following related party transactions: 

AC Bunyan 

2021 
£ 

1,076 

2021 
£ 
88,233 

2021 
£ 

2,760 

2,760 

2021 
£ 

Pension 
contributions 

provision 
£ 

(17,183) 

5,982 

(11,201) 

2020 
£ 

1,122 

2020 
£ 

40,854 

2020 
£ 

322 

2,911 

3,233 

2020 
£ 

13,000 

Total 
£ 

(17,183) 

5,982 

{11,201) 

The loan was made by a founder of the charity and it was repaid in full during the period. At the balance sheet 
date the amount due to/from to AC Bunyan was £Nil {2020 - £13,000). 
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust 

known as Statewatch 

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2021 

18 Funds 

Balance at 
Balance at 1 Other 31 

January Incoming Resources recognised December 
2021 resources expended Transfers gains/(losses) 2021 

£ £ £ £ £ £ 

Unrestricted 

General 

General 
Funds 9,048 112,232 (43,523) (10) (46) 77,701 

Restricted 

OSIFE 736 (736) 

Pl Project 290 19,476 (19,776) 10 

Transnat ional 
Institute 8,071 (8,071) 

1,026 27,547 (28,583) 10 

Total funds 10,074 139,779 (72,106) (46) 77,701 

Balance at 
Balance at 1 Other 31 

January Incoming Resources recognised December 
2020 resources expended gains/(losses) 2020 

£ £ £ £ £ 

Unrestricted 

General 

General Funds (26,880) 45,427 (9,589) 90 9,048 

Restricted 

OSIFE 5,850 42,308 (47,422) 736 

Pl Project 10,000 9,432 (19,142) 290 

15,850 51,740 (66,564) 1,026 

Total funds (11,030) 97,167 (76,153) 90 10,074 
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust 

known as Statewatch 

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2021 

The specific purposes for which the funds are to be applied are as follows: 

OSIFE - This grant was awarded for the 'European Union justice and home affairs agencies: Transparency, 
accountability and fundamental rights' project, which examines the transparency, accountability, and 
implications for fundamenta l rights of the activities of three EU agencies: Frontex, Europol and eu-Lisa. 

Privacy International - The project title is 'Biometric Europe: Imposing digital identit ies in the name of security' . 
The project will educate and inform relevant groups and individuals about the challenges the EU's biometric 
identity initiatives pose for individual rights in order to increase civil society action (such as campaigns, 
advocacy, awareness-raising activities, legal cases) and media coverage on the topic, to contribute to attempts 
to ensure that the EU's biometric identity initiatives are implemented in a manner that prioritises fundamental 
rights. 

Transnational Institute - funding the production of a publication on the EU's new security budgets for the 
period 2021-2027. 

19 Analysis of net assets between funds 

Unrestricted Total funds at 
funds 31 December 

General 2021 
£ £ 

Current assets 91,662 91,662 

Current liabilities (2,760) (2,760) 

Provisions (11,201) (11,201) 

Total net assets 77,701 77,701 

Unrestricted Total funds at 
funds Restricted 31 December 

General funds 2020 
£ £ £ 

Current assets 42,464 1,026 43,490 

Current liabilities (3,233) (3,233) 

Creditors over 1 year (13,000) (13,000) 

Provisions (17,183) (17,183) 

Total net assets 9,048 1,026 10,074 
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust 

known as Statewatch 

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2021 

20 Covid 

During the year the charity's activities were adversely affected by the outbreak of COVID 19. As a result the 
charity had to temporarily close its office with staff working from home to continue the charity's activities. 
Working practices were subsequently adapted according to law, policy, guidance and health and safety 
considerations. 
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The Libertar(an Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Trustees' Report

The trustees, who are directors for the purposes of company law, present the annual report together with the
financial statements of the charitable company for the year ended 31 December 2020.

Statewatch Is the working name of the Libertarian Research and Education Trust (LRET), which was established

as a trust In 1981. On 3 December 2013 the charity was incorporated, again with the name The Libertarian

Research and Education Trust, The company is registered as a charity with the Charity Commission as a

successor to the trust (company number: 08480724, charity number: 1,154784), The assets and liabilities of the

trust have been transferred to this company, and from 3 December 2013 the company has taken over all of the
activities of the trust. The Trust does not have a corporate opinion,

Public benefit
The trustees confirm that they have complied with the requirements of section 17 of the Charities Act 2011 to
have due regard to the public benefit gulcfance published by the Charity Commission for England and Wales,

Trustees
Jonathan Bloch (as of January 2021)
Victoria Canning

Jane Delghton (until September 2020)
Nadine Finch (as of January 2021)
Fiona Godfrey
Patrick Hillyard (until December 2020)
Lilana Keith (as of January 2021)
Ann Singleton

Secretary
Sean Burke (until September 2020)
Chris Jones (October-December 2020)
Jonathan Bloch (as of January 2021)

Appointment of Trustees

Any person who is willing to act as a Trustee, and who would not be disqualified from acting under the

provisions of Article 26 of Articles of Association, may be appointed to be a Trustee by a decision of the
Trustees.

In the last round of new Trustee appointments (2019) we advertised the positions widely on social media and

our website. Applicants submitted CVs and personal statements of motivation. The selection method involved

an initial discussion, according to the agreed criteria, between the existing Trustees and the Director and a

meeting of the Board who then agreed on who to invite to become Trustees. Interviews were conducted by

the then Co-Chairs.

The Board is aware of the need to find additional new Trustees, as well as a need for a succession plan, to

replace existing Trustees as they stand down at the end of the time of office, We will discuss and decide on

these matters in the first half of 2022, We are aware of the need to consider identifying key skills and

experience we need on the Board and to advertise for applicants who meet those criteria.
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Trustees' Report

Policies and procedures adopted for the induction and training of trustees

We provide Trustees with the Charity Commission and NCVO guidance for Trustees, We have also contracted

external expertise to provide legal advice on contracts and policies. They have prepared a Staff and Volunteers

Handbook and are currently working on a Handbook for Trustees. This will cover recruitment, pollces,

induction and training.

The. trustees agreed that our Objectives for 2021 are:

~ To monitor civil liberties and the state In Europe, In particular the European Union, its member states and

the UK, by:

a) Conducting research and investigations into key Issues affecting civil liberties, fundamental rights and

democratic standards to produce news, analyses, reports and other output

b) Maintaining and updating our observatories, In particular on the 'refugee crisis', interoperability, the

European Security Research Programme and Frontex

~ To Inform and empower individuals and civil society, by',

c) Providing a news service that acts as a key information hub on civil liberties issues and campaigns, bringing

together our own material with that of other organizations and outlets

d) Stimulating discussion and debate by working with the media, civil society and parliamentarians and by

encouraging individuals to participate in the democratic discourse and make their views known,

e) Expanding and increasing engagement with our contributors' network to ensure broader level of expertise

and geographical reach;

f) Hosting and participating in research and discussion networks on key issues/themes to encourage

information-sharing and collaboration;

g) Organizing events for discussion, debate and education about key contemporary and historical civil liberties

issues, '

h) Using and developing our social media presence to engage more effectively with our audiences and public

Institutions,

I) Using materials from the Library@Archive to provide a resource for researchers and a historical perspective

on contemporary Issues.

~ Action on civil liberties and justice and horne affairs issues, by:

j) Contributing to building more open, transparent and democratic EU and national institutions and ensure that

public institutions act in accordance with the law;

k) Challenging new measures that do not meet fundamental human rights standards,

I) Playing an active role In our networks and partnerships,

~ In relation to'governance, funding and organlsational development;

m) Identify new opportunities for funding and collaboration, '

n) Update and continue to implement the strategic agenda 2020-22I

o) Develop a new long-term vision for Statewatch;

p) Enhance monitoring and evaluation framework;

q) Maintain and update policies and procedures as necessary;

r) Continue to implement recommendations of the Governance Review,
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Trustees' Report

Our Objectives for 2020 were:

a) To highlight and draw attention to EU measures and practices affecting civil liberties and challenge whether

they meet fundamental human rights standards

b) Contribute to building a more open, transparent and democratic EU.

c) Provide a valued resource which informs civil society of the facts and which stimulates discussion and

debate, encouraging individuals to participate in the democratic discourse and make their views known,

d) To increase our capacity to place Issues on the mainstream agenda by working with the media, civil society

and parllamentarlans,

e) Extend and improve access to information and resources through the launch of our new webslte

incorporating our resources e,g, SEMDOC, the JHA Archive and the Statewatch database

f) Publish news stories and in-depth analysis on EU developments,

g) Continue to hold key institutions in the EU to account

h) Expand our network of contributors/correspondents by seeking to involve diverse expertise In EU countries;

I) Work with the media, civil society and parliamentarians to place issues on the mainstream agenda and to

encourage informed debate and discussion

j) To maintain the Observatory on the refugee crisis in the Mediterranean and in the EU

k) Identify new funding opportunities,

I) Explore options for the future role of the Director and the leadership team;

m) Recruit and appoint new Trustees;

n) Continue to evaluate outputs and outcomes.

Our Targets for 2020 were:

1. To launch the new Statewatch website In July 2020 and monitor the functionality of the CMS in the

operation of the website, providing regular reports on progress to the Board of Trustees

Achieved. The website was launched in June 2020. While there is still some development work to be done to
improve functionality and appearance, the current site is a significant improvement over Its predecessor.

2. To update the coverage on the Statewatch webslte dally/weekly

Achieved. 876 stories were published via news online, consisting of our own research and reporting as well as

links to the work of other NGOs, press stories and other sources,

3.To maintain e-mail lists, Twitter and Facebook
Achieved. 16 bulletins (containing round-ups of our news, analysis and activities) were sent to the mailing list

over the course of the year, as well as 20 other announcements (press releases, calls for action, event

announcements, appeals for funding),

Twitter was updated on a dally basis and Facebook at' least three times per week. Thanks for the work of our

intern between January and March, we were able to improve our approach to using social media. The number

of Twitter followers increased by 881 over the year and our tweets obtained 3,584,000 impressions over the

course of the year, Facebook followers and 'likes' also grew steadily.

4. To publish regular analyses online

Achieved. 22 analyses were published online over the course of the year,

S, To respond to requests for speakers at conferences and seminars

Statewatch staff spoke at a five external events throughout the course of the year.

Page 4



The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Trustees' Report

6. To take forward our agreed fund. r'aising programme
Partly-achieved, A successful fundralslng campaign in September 2020 brought In immediate income of over

E21,000 and 14 new Friends of Statewatch, bringing in approximately E110 per month. A new grant of E10,000

was awarded at the end of the year by Citizens for Europe to allow us to undertake In-depth strategic planning

during 2021. Obtaining long-term core funding remained challenging.

7. To develop and maintain the JHA Archive (1976-2000)
Not achieved. Although the JHA Archive remains accessible online, it has not been possible to obtain the

resources needed to further develop the resource.

8. To maintain and develop the Statewatch Library & Archive collection make use of the resources It', holds

Partly-achieved, The Library & Archive remained open to visitors every Thursday until the onset of the

coronavirus pandemic and the first lockdown. We also hasted a sold-out event on Northern Ireland on 30

January, making use of the materials held in the Library & Archive.

9.To continue to develop and maintain the Observatory on the refugee crisis

Achieved

10. To update and maintain the Observatory on Frontex

Partly-achieved. The Observatory had not been updated since 2014 and so time was dedicated to bringing it

up-to-date, with a view to re-launching in spring 2021,

11,To develop and maintain an Observatory on interoperabllity

Achieved

Income and expenditure

Our total income for 2020 was E97,167 (2019: E87,029) and our total expenditure was E76,153 (2019:
E70,434).

Policy on reserves

At year end our reserves stood at E10,074 (2019: (E11,030)), Reserves are held to meet any unexpected

shortfall in income and to meet any necessary expenditure to protect or expand the trust's work. Trustees will

endeavour to increase the reserves if Income permits. However, the first call on increased income will be to

meet staff wages.

Risk analysis

The trust has reviewed the following significant risks and has agreed the following steps to mitigate them. '

1, Staff development and retention. Statewatch employees are employed part time and are highly skilled in

the specialist field of our work. Our staff team is central to ensuring that Statewatch continues to be one of the

most trusted NGOs working on EU Justice and Home Affairs (JHA) and in relation to security policy and access

to EU documents (freedom of information). Our priority is to retain and develop current staff. The review and

revis/on of wages Is necessary to ensure reasonable salaries In relation to sector benchmarking, staff expertise

and seniority,
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Trustees' Report

2. Review and monitor action to reduce our projected pension deficit, We have an action plan In place with the

Pensions' Trust, our pension provider, to reduce our deficit by paying additional annual contributions over ten

years 2013 - 2023, The present estimate from the Pensions Trust of employer liability on withdrawal is

f17,183.88 (as at September 2020) and was f17,832.07 (as at September 2019).

3, Brexlt, The legal ramifications of Brexit will have certain negative effects on Statewatch's ability to

undertake its work. The Board of Trustees assessed the implications and agreed to proceed with establishing a

branch or 'sister' organisation within EU jurisdiction. The Director 'was tasked with obtaining the necessary

legal and other advice in order to advance this plan.

4. Coronavirus. The Board of Trustees ensured that all necessary action was taken to protect the health and

wellbeing of Statewatch employees and volunteers following the announcement of the first lockdown in the

UK in March 2020, A member of the Board was appointed as a wellbeing contact point to serve as a first point

of call for any staff wishing to discuss problems or concerns (e,g, mental health) arising from the pandemic and

the restrictive measures taken to address it. The Board was regularly updated on measures taken by the

organisation to ensure a 'COVID-secure' working environment after restrictions were eased.

S, Retirement of the Director. After 30 years in post, Tony Bunyan retired as director on 30 September 2020.

He was succeeded by Chris Jones (previously project director) In accordance with a decision of the Board of

Trustees, who are providing ongoing support to the new director as he settles into the role.

Funding

We are grateful to the support received during 2020 from the Open Society initiative for Europe (Open Society

Foundations), Privacy International, Garden Court Chambers and Friends of Statewatch,

Review of the year

Statewatch continued to maintain its position as one of the best-known NGOs working on EU justice and home

affairs (JHA) and security policies and access to EU documents (freedom of information),

Statewatch remains the EU's main dedicated civil liberties "watchdog". The core work of Statewatch has been

to provide documentation, information and research on developments within the EU raising awareness of

issues that challenge individual rights and liberties.

We encourage the publication of investigative journalism and research, and provide extensive background

documentation to inform and engage civil society and promote democratic accountability of the EU and its

agencies and bodies. Our website promotes our work. It is extensively used by civil liberties activists, NGOs,

academics, students, lawyers, journalists, parliamentarians, policy-makers and members of the public who

share our concerns and appreciate our work.

Our work has focused on the following policy areas; policing, criminal law, immigration, asylum, security and

counter-terrorism, racism and fascism, surveillance, secrecy and transparency, privacy and data protection.

Developments in EU law and policy in these areas directly affect the policy and practice in the Member States

and in turn, affect the fundamental rights and liberties of citizens and third-country nationals.
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known as Statewatch

Trustees' Report

Key work in 2020 included the publication of two In-depth reports' , Automated Suspicion: the EU's new travel

surveillance Initiatives (July) and Deportation Union. 'rights, accountability, and the EU's push to increase

forced removals (August), both of which were accompanied by well-attended online events. Complaints we

flied with the European Ombudsman against Frontex and Europol for failing to comply with transparency

legislation were also accepted, and we engaged In correspondence with the Ombudsman in relation to the

issues raised, We continued to publish regular news, analysis and documentation, to circulat'e and publicise

the work of other civil society organisations working in our field, and to support and amplify campaigns led by

other organlsations.

Working with others in civil society

In 2020 we continued to engage with our existing networks and to forge new relationships, inter alla by:

~ Co-sponsoring weblnars with the Transnational Institute:

o States of Control - the dark side of pandemic politics (April)

o Walls Must Fall: Ending the deadly politics of border rnilitarisation (June)

~ Signing open and closed letters on matters of importance in our fields;

o On the arrest of human rights activists In Egypt (December)

o On the EU's 'Online Terrorist Content' Regulation (November)

o On telecommunications data retention (October)
o On the EU's Copyright Directive and the need for a child rights impact assessment for the UK's new Law

Enforcement Data Service (not public)

o On the crackdown on protests in Belarus (July)

~ 'We also coordinated and publicised an open letter, with Osservatorio Solidarieth, to the International

Maritime Organization, catling for the revocation of the Libyan search and rescue zone in order to prevent

'pullbacks' of people attempting to flee to safety

~ In July, we worked with European Digital Rights on their submission to the European Commission's public

consultation on the future of Europol, calling for a halt to the expansion of unnecessary surveillance and

data-processing powers, and meaningful independent evaluation and debate prior to any proposed expansion

of such powers,

~ In May, with Privacy international, Fundacibn Datos Protegidos and Red en Defensa de los Derechos Digitales

(R3D), we produced a joint submission to the UN Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial

discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, in response to their call for input on how digital

technologies deployed In the context of border enforcement and administration reproduce, reinforce, and

compound racial discrimination; which was referenced multiple times in the resulting report,

~ In March, the Global Legal Action Network flied a complaint with the European Court of Auditors regarding

financial support to the Libyan authorities that facilitates human rights abuses. We provided documents and

information for the research that preceded the complaint,
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known as Statewatch

Trustees' Report

Press coverage

Our work was featured in reports pubHshed by The Guardian, Malta Today, Balkan Insight, Nordic Monitor,

Pressenza, Le Soir, Coda, Helse, Sputnik, The New Humanitarian, Radio FM4, Netzpolltik, EurActiv, ITPro and

EUobserver. A documentary on surveillance, '7 Billion Suspects', produced by pan-European channel ARTE

featured excerpts of an interview with our project director.

We were regularly consulted by journalists seeking background information and documentation, including

correspondents for the Financial Times, Liberty Investigates (the Journalistic arm of Liberty), BBC, Lighthouse

Reports and Babel Productions/ARTE,

Contributions to conferences, workshops and other events

We organised two well-attended public events In London in January ('Northern Ireland, 'the legacy of
collusion') and February ('Biometrics, big data and state power'), and continued to host online events
following the introduction of lockdown and other restrictive measures. Our three-part series of webinars to
accompany the launch of the report Deportation Union, which brought together staff and external experts,
were particularly well-received, and were attended by almost 500 people from 35 countries,

Staff also gave presentations and speeches at a number of external events throughout the course of the year.
In February, Jane Kilpatrick presented research on Frontex, the use of personal data, and the externalisation of
EU borders at the conference 'externallsatlon of borders, practices of detention and denial of the right to
asylum', In Lagos, Nigeria. From March onwards, staff continued to contribute to public events. Yasha

Maccanico spoke at 'United We Talk 17. EU and Libya Collaboration - Pull Backs by Remote Control', a

conference on the situation in the Mediterranean hasted by Italian jurists' organisation Giustlzla Insieme, the
conference 'Guerre, Migrazlonl e dtritti nel Mediterraneo', and was a paneliist at the Permanent Peoples'

Tribunal event for International Migrants' Day, An interview with Chris Jones was published by The Privacy

Collective as part of the publicity surrounding their legal complaint against the data-broking companies
Salesforce and Oracle,

Achievements in 2020

Statewatch maintained its output and position as one of Europe's most trusted and productive providers of
information and analysis in the JHA field, Key achievements,

~ Publication of the in-depth reports Automated Suspicion and Deportation Union, associated events and

follow-up work (related news, analysis, consultation with and provision of Information to MEPs, other civil

society organisatlons, journalists);
~ Acceptance by the European Ombudsman of two complaints against EU agencies Europol and Frontex for
failure to comply with EU transparency legislation (resolution of the complaints due in 2021);
~ Successful completion of the project Biometrlc Europe, imposing digital identities in the name of security,
which concluded with a workshop bringing together some 30 representatives of civil society organisations,
academics and journalists from across Europe to discuss issues with challenging shifts towards the
'interoperability' of policing and migration databases;
~ Ongoing implementation of the project EU justice and home affairs agencies: transparency, accountability
and fundamental rights, with a particular highlight being the successful convening of a researchers' network of
individuals working on related issues from across Europe In order to share information and engage in

collaboration,
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~ Successful launch of the new Statewatch webslte, Improving accessibility and usability for both internal and

external users, '

~ The Board was expanded and its structure was revised, in response to recommendatlons of an external

governance review, During 2020, four new Trustees were appointed (with effect from January 2021) and one

Trustee resigned in February, The Board now includes a Chair and Vice-Chair (rather than two Co-Chairs), plus

a Treasurer and Company Secretary. The Board now takes responsibility for some governance issues previously

dealt with by the Director and staff members. The Board explored the possibility of including Patrons in the

organisational structure. This resulted in some increase in advisory and volunteer activity,

Our core work and ongoing activities

We provide a free and extensive online information service which includes:
~ Statewatch News provides news, analysis and extensive documentation, '

~ 16 active subject-specific 'Observatories' covering key issues in-depth and 10 archived Observatories;
~ Statewatch Database, over 34,000 items from the website, journal and our archives dating back to 1991;
~ Statewatch European Monitoring and Documentation Centre (SEIVIDOC), which documented all EU Justice

and Home Affairs legislation from 1993 to 2019 (due to a lack of Internal resources and the increased

availability of external information sources, SEMDOC Is no longer updated);
~ Justice and Home Affairs Archive: 9,000+ EU JHA documents from 'l976-2000 (most officially unpublished)

avail able oniln e;
~ Online access to back Issues of Statewatch Journal (previously Bulletin) since 1991.

Networks and partnershlps

Statewatch continues to be a member of and active participant of the following networks: European Digital

Rights (EDRi), Migreurop, FOIAdvocates, the Drone Campaign Network, FREEgroup (Brussels), ALTER-EU, and

the Ethical Journalism Network, We also work closely with Privacy international, Transnational Institute (TNI)

and associates at the German magazine CILIP (Civil Liberties 5 Police/Burgerrechte und Polizel). Statewatch is

also a partner of European Alternatives and LEAP (formerly the JUSTICIA network).

Statewatch contributors group

A reduced version of the annual Statewatch contributors' meeting was held online in June, in order to

exchange knowledge and Ideas about key events in countries across Europe and the future work of
Statewatch. 16 contributors attended.

Smail companies provision statement

This report has been prepared in accordance with the small companies regime under the Companies Act 2006.

The annual report was approved by the trustees of the charity on 25 October 2021 and signed on its behalf by.

Ann Singleton

Trustee
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Statement of Trustees' Responsibilities

The trustees (who are also the directors of The Libertarian Research and Education Trust for the purposes of

company law) are responsible for preparing the trustees' report and the financial statements in accordance
with the United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice) and

applicable law and regulations.

Company law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year, Under company law

the trustees must' not approve the financial statements unless they are satisfied that they give a true and fair

view of the state of affairs of the charitable company and of its Incoming resources and application of
resources, including its income and expenditure, for that period, In preparing these financial statements, the
trustees are required to:

~ select suitable accounting policies and apply them consistently,

~ observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP;

~ make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

~ state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards have been followed, subject to any material departures

disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and

~ prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the
charitable company will continue in business.

The trustees are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show and explain

the charitable company's transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position

of the charitable company and enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the

Companies Act 2006. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charitable company and

hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities,
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Independent Exatyiiner's Report to the trustees of The Libertarian Research and Education

Trust

I report to the charity trustees on my examination of the accounts of the charity for the year ended 31
December 2020 which are set out on pages 12 to 26.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner

As the charity's trustees of The Libertarian Research and Education Trust (and also its directors for the

purposes of company law) you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the

requirements of the Companies Act 2006 ('the 2006 Act').

Having satisfied myself that the accounts of The Libertarian Research and Education Trust are not required to

be audited under Part 16 of the 2006 Act and are eligible for independent examination, I report in respect of

my examination of your charity's accounts as carried out under section 145 of the Charities Act 2011 ('the

2011 Act'). In carrying out my examination I have followed the Directions given by the Charity Commission

under section 145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act,

Independent examiner's statement

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no matters have come to my attention In connection with the

examination giving me cause to believe:

accounting records were not kept in respect of The Libertarian Research and Education Trust as required

by section 386 of the 2006 Act, or

2, the accounts do not accord with those records, ' or

3. the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of section 396 of the 2006 Act other than

any requirement that the accounts give a 'true and fair view' which is not a matter considered as pari. of

an independent examination; or

4. the accounts have not been prepared In accordance with the methods and principles of the Statement of

Recommended Practice for accounting and reporting by charities (applicable to charities preparing their

accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and RepuI7lic of

Ireland (FRS 102)],

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which

attention should be drawn in is report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be

reached.
/

Timothy Sullivan FCA

Field Sullivan Limited

70 Royal Hill

Greenwich

London

SE10 8RF

Date:. ..~+...„~C„,R,!
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

(Registration number: 08480724)
Balance Sheet as at 3i December 2020

Current assets

Debtors

Investments

Cash at bank and in hand

Creditors: Amounts falling due within one year

Total assets less current liabilities

Creditors; Amounts falling due after more than one year

Provisions

Net assets/(liabilities)

Funds of the charity:

Restricted funds

Unrestricted income funds

Unrestr! cted funds

Totalfunds

Note

11

12

14

15

2020
f

1,514

1 122

40,854

43,490

(3,233)

40,257

(13,000)

(17,183)

10,074

1,026

9,048

10,074

2019
f

14,210

1,031
13,739

28,980

(9,178)

19,802

(13,000)

(17,832)

(11,030)

15,850

(26,880)

(11,030)

For the financial year ending 31 December 2020 the charity was entitled to exemption from audit under

section 477 of the Companies Act 2006 relating to small companies,

Directors' responsibilities:

~ The members have not required the charity to obtain an audit of its accounts for the year in question in

accordance with section 476; and

The directors acknowledge their responsibilities for complying with the requirements of the Act with

respect to accounting records and the preparation of accounts.

These accounts have been prepared in accordance with the provisions applicable to companies subject to the
small companies regime.
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

(Registration number: 08480724)

Balance Sheet as at 31 Oecember 2020

The financial statements on pages 12 to 26 were approved by the trustees, and authorised for issue on 25

October 2021 and signed on their behalf by:

A,.s;-,~~
Ann Singleton g 8-, (Q.+~I
Trustee
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as State'watch

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2020

1 Charity status

The charity is limited by guarantee, Incorporated in England and Wales, and consequently does not have share

capital, Each of the trustees is liable to contribute an amount not exceeding E1 towards the assets of the

charity in the event of liquidation,

The address of its registered office is:

10 Queen Street Place

London

EC4R 1BE

The principal place of business is:

88 Fleet Street
London

EC4Y 1DH

These financial statements were authorised for Issue by the trustees on 25 October 2021,

2 Accounting policies

Summary of significant accounting policies and key accounting estimates

The principal accounting policies applied In the preparation of these financial statements are set out below.

These policies have been consistently applied to all the years presented, unless otherwise stated,

Statement of compliance

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Accounting and Reporting by Charities:

Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the

Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 1 January 2015)-
(Charities SORP (FRS 102)), the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS

102).They also comply with the Companies Act 2006 and Charities Act 2011.

Basis of preparation

The Libertarian Research and Education Trust meets the definition of a public benefit entity under FRS 102,

Assets and liabilities are initially recognised at historical cost or transaction value unless otherwise stated In

the relevant accounting policy notes,

Going concern

In common with many similar organisations who receive the majority of their income from public funding, the

viability of The Libertarian Research and Education Trust is dependent on finding continuing sources of

funding. As set out in the trustee's report, the company's financial situation remains challenging, but the

trustees are working to address these issues, Accordingly, the trustees believe it is appropriate to prepare the

accounts on a going concern basis.
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 310ecernber 2020

Exemption from preparing a cash flow statement

The charity opted to early adopt Bulletin 1 published on 2 February 2016 and have therefore not included a

cash flow statement in these financial statements,

Income and endowments

All Income is recognised once the charity has entitlement to the income, it Is probable that the Income will be

received and the amount of the Income receivable can be measured reliably.

Donations and legacies

Donations are recognised when the charity has been notified in writing of both the amount and settlement

date, In the event that a donation is subject to conditions that require a level of performance by the charity

before the charity is entitled to the funds, the Income is deferred and not recognised until either those

conditions are fully met, or the fulfilment of those conditions is wholly within the control of the charity and It is

probable that these conditions will be fulfilled in the reporting period,

Grants receivable

Grants are recognised when the charit'y has an entitlement to the funds and any conditions linked to the grants

have been met, Where performance conditions are attached to the grant and are yet to be met, the income is

recognised as a liability and Included on the balance sheet as deferred income to be released,

investment income

Dividends are recognised once the dividend has been declared and notification has been received of the

dividend due.

Expenditure

All expenditure is recognised once there is a legal or constructive obligation to that expenditure, it is probable

settlement is required and the amount can be measured reliably. All costs are allocated to the applicable

expenditure heading that aggregate similar costs to that category. Where costs cannot be directly attributed to

particular headings they have been allocated on a basis consistent with the use of resources, with central staff

costs allocated on the basis of time spent, and depreciation charges allocated on the portion of the asset's use,

Other support costs are allocated based on the spread of staff costs.

Charitable activities

Charitable expenditure comprises those costs incurred by the charity In the delivery of its activities and

services for its beneficiaries. It includes both costs that can be allocated directly to such activities and those

costs of an indirect nature necessary to support them.

Support costs

Support costs include central functions and have been allocated to activity cost categories on a basis

consistent with the use of resources, for example, allocating property costs by floor areas, or per capita, staFf

costs by the time spent and other costs by their usage,
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Notes to the Financiai Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2020

Governance costs

These include the costs attributable to the charity's compliance with constitutional and statutory

requirements, including audit, strategic management and trustees's meetings and reimbursed expenses.

Taxation

The charity is considered to pass the tests set out in Paragraph 1. Schedule 6 of the Finance Act 2010 and

therefore lt meets the definition of a charitable company for UK corporation tax purposes, Accordingly, the

charity is potentially exempt from taxation In respect of income or capital gains received within categories

covered by Chapter 3 Part 11 of the Corporation Tax Act 2010 or Section 256 of the Taxation of Chargeable

Gains Act 1992, to the extent that such income or gains are applied exclusively to charitable purposes.

Depreciation and amortisation

Depreciation is provided on tangible fixed assets so as to write off the cost or valuation, less any estimated

residual value, over their expected useful economic life as follows:

Current asset Investments

Current asset investments are included at the lower of cost and net realisable value / market value.

Trade debtors

Trade debtors are amounts due from customers for merchandise sold or services performed in the ordinary

course of business.

Trade debtors are recognised Initially at the transaction price, They are subsequently measured at amortlsed

cost using the effective interest method, less provision for impairment A provision for the Impairment of trade

debtors Is established when there is objective evidence that the charity will not be able to collect all amounts

due according to the original terms of the receivables,

Cash and cash equivalents

Cash and cash equivalents comprise cash on hand and call deposits, and other short-term highly liquid

investments that are readily convertible to a known amount of cash and are subject to an insignificant risk of

change in value.
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2020

Borrowings

interest-bearing borrowlngs are Initially recorded at fair value, net of transaction costs. Interest-bearing

borrowings are subsequently carried at amortlsed cost, with the difference between the proceeds, net of

transaction costs, and the amount due on redemption being recognised as a charge to the Statement of

Financial Activities over the period of the relevant borrowing.

Interest expense is recognised on the basis of the effective interest method and is included ln interest payable

and similar charges,

Borrowlngs are classified as current liabilities unless the charity has an unconditional right to defer settlement

of the liability for at least twelve months after the reporting date,

Provisions

Provisions are recognised when the charity has an obligation at the reporting date as a resuit of a past event, it

is probable that the charity will be required to settle that obligation and a reliable estimate can be made of the

amount of the obligation.

Fund structure

Unrestricted income funds are general funds that are available for use at the trustees's discretion in

furtherance of the objectives of the charity.

Restricted income funds are those donated for use in a particular area or for specific purposes, the use of

which is restricted to that area or purpose,
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2020

3 income from donations and legacies

Donations and legacies;

Committed giving

Citizens for Europe

Gift aid reclaimed

Grants, including capital grants,

Garden Court

OSIFE

Privacy International

Unrestricted
funds

General

f

29,993

8,837

821

4,000

Restricted
funds

f

42,308

9,432

Total
2020

f

29,993

8,837

821

4,000

42, 308

9,432

Total

2019
E

7,026

574

4,000

42, 597

10,000

43,651 51,740 99,991 64, 197

4 Income from charitable activities

Fees and supplies

Other income

'Unrestricted

funds

General
E

1,019
755

Total
2020

1,019
755

Total

2019

21,488

1,339

1,774 1,774 22,827
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2020

5 Investment income

Interest receivable and similar income;

Interest receivable on bank deposits

Unrestricted
funds

General
E

Total
2020

Total

2019
E

6 Expenditure on charitable activities

Wages and salaries

Pension

Conference

Computer software and maintenance

Printing, postage and stationery

Trade subscriptions

Sundries

Travel and subsistence

Staff entertaining (allowable for tax}

Support costs

Note

Total

2020
E

48,093

3,057

5,457

35

1,011

318

473

17,709

76,153

Total

2019
E

45,081

6,999

150

1,062

140

439

1,901

15

14,647

70,434
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2020

7 Analysis of governance and support costs

Support costs

Rent

Insurance

Telephone and fax

Office expenses

Independent examination

Legal and professional

Bank charges

Total
2020

5,000

618

2,935

203

3,090

5,627

236

17,709

Total

2019

7,500

592

2,711

20

2,856

688

280

14,647

8 Trustees remuneration and expenses

No trustees, nor any persons connected with them, have received any remuneration from the charity during

the year.

No trustees have received any reimbursed expenses or any other benefits from the charity during the year,
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2020

9 Staff costs

The aggregate payroll costs were as follows;

Staff costs during the year were:

Wages and salaries

Pension costs

2020

48,093

3,057

2019
E

45,081

6,999

51,150 52,050

The monthly average number of persons (including senior management team) employed by the charity during

the year expressed as full time equivalents was as follows:

Charitable activities

2020
No

3

2019
No

6

No employee received emoluments of more than 660,000 during the year.

10 Taxation

The charity is a registered charity and is therefore exempt from taxation,

11 Oebtors

Recoverable on long-term contracts

Prepayments

Other debtors

2020
f

802

712

2019

13,200

460

550

1,514 14,210

12 Current asset investments

Unlisted other shares

2020

1 122

2019

1,031
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 32, December 2020

13 Creditors; amounts falling due within one year

2020 2019

Other taxatlon and social security

Other creditors

Accruals

322

2,911

3,233

598

3,126

5,454

9,178

14 Creditors: amounts falling due after one year

Other creditors

2020

13,000

2019
6

13,000

15 Provisions

At 1January 2020

Pension provison movement

At 31 December 2020

Pension
contributions

provision

(17,832)

648

(17,2341

Total

(17,832)

648

{17,184)
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2020

16 Funds

Balance at 1
January

2020
incoming
resources

f

Balance at
Other 31

Resources recognised December

expended gains/(losses) 2020
f f

Unrestricted funds

General

General Funds (26,880) 45,427 (9,589) 90 9,048

Restricted funds

OSIFE

Pl Project

5,850

10,000

42,308 (47,422)

9,432 (19,142)

736

290

15,850 51,740 (66,564) 1,026

Total funds (11,030) 97,167 (76,153) 90 10,074

Balance at 1
January

2019
f

Incoming

resources

Balance at
Other 31

Resources recognised December

expended gains/(losses) 2019
f f

Unrestricted funds

General

General Funds

Restricted funds

(27,670) 34,432 (33,687) 45 (26,880)

OSIFE

PI Project

42, 597

10,000

52,597

(36,747)

(36,747)

5,850

10,000

15,850

Totalfunds (27,670) 87,029 (70,434) 45 ()1,030)
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2020

The specific purposes for which the funds are to be applied are as follows',

OSIFE - This grant was awarded for the 'European Union justice and home affairs agencies: Transparency,

accountability and fundamental rights' project, which examines the transparency, accountability, and

Implications for fundamental rights of the activities of three EU agencies; Frontex, Europol and eu-Lisa,

Privacy International - The project title is 'Biometric Europe. Imposing digital identities in the name of security'.

The project will educate and inform relevant groups and individuals about the challenges the EU's biometric

identity initiatives pose for individual rights in order to increase civil society action (such as campaigns,

advocacy, awareness-raising activities, legal cases) and media coverage on the topic, to contribute to attempts

to ensure that the EU's biometric identity Initiatives are implemented in a manner that prlorltises fundamental

rights.

17 Analysis of net assets between funds

Current assets

Current liabilities

Creditors over 1 year

Provisions

Total net assets

Unrestricted

funds

General
f

42,464

(3,233)

(13,000)

(1.7,183)

9,048

Restricted
funds

f
1,026

1,026

Total funds

43,490

(3,233)

(13,000)

(17,183)

10,074

Current assets

Current liabilities

Creditors over 1 year

Provisions

Total net assets

Unrestricted
funds

General
E

13,130

(9,178)

(13,000)

(17,832)

(26,880)

Restricted
funds

f
15,850

15,850

Total funds

E

28,980

(9,178)

(13,000)

(17,832)

(11,030)
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The Libertarian Research and Education Trust

known as Statewatch

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2020

18 Related party transactions

During the year the charity made the following related party transactions:

A C Bunyan

The loan was made by a founder of the charity and they have agreed that the loan will not be called In until

there are sufficient resources available to the charity to repay the loan, At the balance sheet date the amount

due to A C Bunyan was f13,000 (2019 - E13,000).

19 Covid

During the year the charity's activities were adversely affected by the outbreak of COVID 19, As a result the

charity had to temporarily close Its office with staff working from home to continue the charity's activities.

Working practices were subsequently adapted according to law, policy, guidance and health and safety

considerations.
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