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April 2022 – March 2023 
 
This report covers the first year in which the Centre was able run all services following the 
COVID pandemic.  I am pleased to report that the Centre is incredibly busy, probably more 
so than before shutdown.  The trustees and I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
the staff and all the volunteers for all their hard work this year. 
 
Highlights covered by this report: 
 
Riverside 
Lynn Pulman has been our Riverside Manager for 18 months and has been a fantastic 
addition to the team.  Riverside is at the heart of the Centre and continues to thrive under 
her direction. A special mention and thank you to Steph Trelawney-Soley and Gillie Sweeting 
who have retired from volunteering this year after many years of service to the Centre.  
 
The Blackdown Community Shed 
The Shedders have become more established within our community and run drop-in 
sessions on Mondays and Thursdays.  Our volunteer Shedders have been busy around the 
village helping out with projects such as putting up noticeboards, building and erecting bird 
boxes, building a bike shed, a play house, a mud play box and a bench for Hemyock Primary 
School plus much more.  A particular highlight this year, was a mention in the British Legion 
magazine with regard to the soldier silhouettes our Shedders made to mark Remembrance 
Sunday. Whilst initially starting life as a ‘Men’s Shed’ it is very much a Community Shed now 
with a mix of both men and women.  Thank you to Jon, Pete, Richard and Paul, our 
marvellous Shedders.  
 
Blackdown Stay & Play Hub 
After a long closure due to Covid, we were thrilled to be able to re-open the Stay & Play 
sessions for families with pre-school children and babies in April 2022.  I would like to 
personally thank our volunteer, Ruth Western, who delivers this service each week during 
term time, with enthusiasm and professionalism.  It is a popular group, and a wonderful 
space for families to find friendship and support.  We are also pleased to report that the 
Community Health Team are back in the Centre delivering their services once a month. 
 
Therapists and Class Tutors 
The trustees are hugely grateful for the contribution the therapists continue to make to the 
Centre.  Martha, Ruth, Rachel and Sue offer a great service to our community as well as 
being an important part of the financial side of the Centre.  We are also very fortunate to 
have four wonderful Pilates and Yoga tutors, who between them run 9 weekly classes. 
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Donations and Fundraising 
We were fortunate enough to raise just over £8000 in donations and through fundraising 
events this year.  A special thank you to Betonica, Exe Valley Rotary, Hemyock PC, Clayhidon 
PC, Culmstock PC, MDDC and Action for Children for their donations.  Thank you also to the 
family and friends of Bette and Jim Kearney for their donations.  Thank you to our 
community who supported our Quiz Nights, Cream Tea, Christmas Raffle and Lights Brigade 
refreshments.   
 
Centre Improvements 
During this period, we have upgraded our fire doors, installed wall insulation and new lights 
in the Studio and new guttering all around the Centre.  The Riverside room was refurbished 
with new carpet and all new chairs.  A special thanks to the Parish Council, Exe Valley Rotary 
and Betonica for all their support and donations towards these improvements.  We are 
always grateful to Ben Morison who continues to donate his time and expertise to the 
Centre with general maintenance.  He has fitted new grab rails in the toilets, installed new 
soap dispensers, built storage units, and much more.  Nothing is ever too much trouble.  
Thank you Ben. 
 
Closing Remarks 
I want to thank once again the staff and volunteers who are the very essence of the centre 
and I particularly want to thank Peta.  She gives the impression that she has all the time in 
the world despite her huge workload. She has developed the centre such that it is busier 
than ever and has shepherded the organisation through the recovery from Covid. 
 
Lastly I just want to acknowledge the sad passing of Janet Elworthy. Janet founded and ran 
Brightside for many years but what I remember is her wonderful work during the pandemic 
when she kept in touch with her members, ran games and made sure they were all well in 
that difficult time. I am sure I speak for all of us when I send our sincere condolences to her 
family. 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark Couldrick 
Chair of Trustees 
  














