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BEECHWOOD CHAPEL

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES

Year Ended 31st December 2024

The Trustees have pleasure in submitting the Report and Accounts for the year ended 31st December 
2024

Aims and Purposes
Beechwood Chapel exists to bring people to faith in Jesus and show His love by serving each other and 
the wider community of Beechwood by meeting spiritual, pastoral and social needs. The chapel is also 
responsible for the maintenance of the building ‘Beechwood Chapel’ which is located on Fifth Avenue, 
Beechwood, CH43 9LB.

Objectives and Aims
Beechwood Chapel is committed to enabling and encouraging as many people from Beechwood and 
from further afield to worship together at the Chapel and become part of the Chapel’s active community. 

When planning our activities for the year, we have considered the Commission’s guidance on public 
benefit and, in particular, the supplementary guidance on charities for the advancement of religion. In 
particular, we try to enable ordinary people to live out their faith as part of our community through:

• Worship and prayer; learning about the Gospel; and developing their knowledge and trust in Jesus.
• Provision of pastoral care for people living in the parish.
• Missionary and outreach work.
To facilitate this work it is important that we maintain the fabric of the Chapel building.
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Financial Review
Total receipts to the Chapel were £64,461 (2023: £69,552). Total payments were £64,696 (2023: 
£72,046). At the year end the Chapel holds funds £14,720, of which £14,382 are unrestricted and can be 
used for any charitable purpose.

In broad terms we followed the budget which we set out and was agreed by the membership at the 
beginning of the year. 

Reserves Policy
It is the policy of the Chapel to maintain a balance on unrestricted funds which allows for essential 
liabilities (such as salaries/building maintenance etc) to be met for between one and three months. This is 
equivalent to £5,000-£15,000. At the end of 2024 we held £14,382 in unrestricted funds and the reserves 
policy is met.

Trustees' Responsibilities
Charity law requires us as Trustees to prepare financial statements for each accounting year which record 
the receipts and payments of the charity for the year.
We are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with reasonable accuracy at any 
time the financial position of the charity and enable us to ensure that the financial statements comply with 
the Charities Act 2011.
We also have a responsibility to safeguard the assets of the charity and to take reasonable steps to 
prevent fraud or any other irregularities.

Approval

This report was approved by the trustees and signed on their behalf by:

Daniel Thomas, Trustee

Date:
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT

TO THE TRUSTEES OF

BEECHWOOD CHAPEL

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of Beechwood Chapel ('the charity') for the year 
ended 31 December 2024 on pages 7 to 10 following.

Responsibilities and basis of report
As the trustees of the charity you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with
the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (‘the 2011 Act’).

I report in respect of my examination of the charity’s accounts carried out under section 145 of the 2011
Act and in carrying out my examination I have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity
Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act.

Independent examiner’s statement
I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in
connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material respect:
1. accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the 2011 Act; or
2. the accounts do not accord with the accounting records.

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which
attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Archie McDowall BA CA
Stewardship 
1 Lamb's Passage
LONDON
EC1Y 8AB

Date:
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General Designated Restricted

Funds Funds Funds 2024 2023
Notes £ £ £ £ £

Income receipts
Donations  49,994 -                   725 50,719 49,990
Gift aid receipts 9,802 -                   -                   9,802 9,183
Other grants -                   -                   -                   -                   10,129
Other 3,594 -                   346 3,940 250

Total receipts 63,390 -                   1,071 64,461 69,552

Payments

2
53,051 -                   2,040 55,091 66,186

3
9,605 -                   -                   9,605 5,860

Total payments 62,656 -                   2,040 64,696 72,046

734 -                   (969) (235) (2,494)

Transfers between funds 5 -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   

Net movement in funds 734 -                   (969) (235) (2,494)
 
Cash funds as at last year end 13,648 -                   1,307 14,955 17,449
 
Cash funds at this year end A 14,382 -                   338 14,720 14,955

 

The notes on pages 9-10 form part of these accounts.

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT

YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024

BEECHWOOD CHAPEL

Unrestricted Funds

Net of receipts / (payments) before 

Grants paid in relation to charitable
activities undertaken by others

Payments in relation to charitable
activities undertaken directly
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General Designated Restricted
funds funds funds 2024 2023

Notes £ £ £ £ £

A Cash funds

Cash at bank with immediate access 14,382 - 338 14,720 14,955
14,382 - 338 14,720 14,955

B Other monetary assets

Gift aid due to charity 9,772 - - 9,772 9,802
Other debtors - - - - - 

9,772 - - 9,772 9,802

C Liabilities

Falling due within one year
Fee for Independent Examination 924 - - 924 900
Pension contributions 251 - - 251 213

1,175 - - 1,175 1,113

D Assets retained for charity's own use
Fund to 

which asset Value
belongs £

Land and buildings General 806,767
Equipment 46,179

852,946

E Guarantees and secured debts 

The accounts were approved by the trustees and signed on their behalf by:

___________________________________
Daniel Thomas

Date:_______________________

The notes on pages 9-10 form part of these accounts.

BEECHWOOD CHAPEL

STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES

AS AT THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024

The charity has not given any guarantees and has not provided its assets as security for any liabilities.

Reliable valuations are not available so the trustees have used insurance values as an approximation. 

Unrestricted Funds
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1  Accounting policies

General Designated Restricted
funds funds Funds 2024 2023

£ £ £ £ £

2  Payments in relation to charitable activities undertaken directly

Employment costs (see note 4) 39,502 -                -                   39,502 42,471
Staff expenses 334 -                -                   334 488
Traning Costs -                 -                -                   -                2,892
Utilities 1,763 -                1,285 3,048 2,482
Insurance 860 -                -                   860 653
Support services and admin 1,653 -                -                   1,653 1,149
Outreach activities 1,160 -                10 1,170 1,765
Hardship gifts -                 -                409 409 100
Maintenance of buildings & equipment 5,979 -                -                   5,979 9,883
Work among the young 146 -                120 266 203
Minor Equipment -                 -                -                   -                2,506
Professional fees and governance 1,060 -                -                   1,060 993
Weekend away 542 -                216 758 600
Other costs 53 -                -                   53 -                

53,051 -                2,040 55,091 66,185

3  Grants paid in relation to charitable activities undertaken by others
Grants for:
       Grants to organisations (Over 1K) -                 -                -                   -                5,460
       Grants to organisations (under 1k) 4,825 -                -                   4,825 5,860
       Grants to individuals 4,780 -                -                   4,780 -                

9,605            -              -                 9,605           11,320         

4   Transactions with related parties 

BEECHWOOD CHAPEL

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS

YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024

The accounts have been prepared on a receipts and payments basis and comprise a statement that shows the charity's receipts and payments, a statement that 
summarises the charity's assets and liabilities and related notes.  The accountancy profession have determined that only accounts prepared in accordance with 
applicable accounting standards present a 'true and fair' view and, as these receipts and payments accounts have not (and cannot) be prepared in accordance 
with accounting standards, these accounts do not present (and are not intended to present) a 'true and fair' view of the charity's financial activities and state of 
affairs.

General funds are unrestricted funds which are available for use at the discretion of the trustees in furtherance of the general objectives of the charity.  
Designated funds comprise unrestricted funds that have been set aside by the trustees for particular purposes.  Restricted funds are donations which are to be 
used in accordance with specific restrictions imposed by donors; they include donations received from appeals for specific activities or projects.  

Unrestricted Funds

Jonathan Norwood served as a church leader and was paid £33,820 including pension contributions (2023: £29,213) for serving in that capacity, not for 
serving as a trustee. These payments are permitted by the charity's governing document.
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BEECHWOOD CHAPEL

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS

YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024

5   Movement of funds

Opening Closing
balance Receipts Payments Transfers balance

£ £ £ £ £

General funds 13,648 63,390 (62,656) -                14,382

Restricted funds
Hardship Fund 290 195 (409) -                76
Ukraine Mission Support 12 -                -                   -                12
Fuel Costs Fund 486 -                (486) -                -                
Big Local 519 -                (519) -                -                
Utility Bills fund -                 280 (280) -                -                
Weekend away/Away day -                   216              (216)               -                  -                  

Oven fund -                 250 -                   -                250
Tots group -                 120 (120) -                -                
Chippy Tea -                 10 (10) -                -                

1,307 1,071 (2,040) -                338

Total funds 14,955 64,461 (64,696) -                14,720

The Utility Bills fund was a gift from Onward Homes Parent Carer Project towards the cost of utility bills, when they used the church bulding for their group 
meetings. The fund was spent in full during the year.
The oven fund is a donation from a church member towards the cost of purchasing a new oven.  This will be spent in 2025.

Big Local and Fuel Costs funds were for general costs of heating, electric and fuel costs and boiler replacement. The remaining balance on these funds was 
spent in full during the year.
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