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                       This has been a year of changes and moving forward to new theatrical 

ambitions. 

 
The summer workshops of 2022 saw tutors old and new working on 

singing, drama, dance and prop making. These workshops continue 

throughout August for the f irst time at the request of some of the 

members. We were able to utilise not only the indoor space but 

venture outside to work in the f resh air. All workshops were enjoyed 

by all. We visited Naturezones a local nature reserve, (on the 

hottest day of the year!) where we sang for the walkers and then 

had walk (in the shade) around the reserve. 

 
Come September, rehearsals began for our pantomime ' Beauty & the 

Beast' with 3 performances and 3 different casts, Rowan our script 

writer had a diff icult task combining 4 groups ·into 3 casts. But she 

managed beautifully and each show although the same story had a 

different interruption from the casts. 

 
As usual the week after the shows we watched the DVD of the 

shows followed by a meal cooked at the clubhouse. The last week of 

term was 'Party Time' for all, with a magician popping in one day. 

      

     I was away for two months at the beginning of 2023, and on my     

return was delighted to see a complete show, 'Decades’. Martin 

Jones, one of our members, came up with the idea of music through 

the ages and it was decided to ·perform ·music from the 60's 70's & -

SO's with signif icant events from these eras interspersed 

throughout. 

This proved to make a really entertaining first half. For Act 2, a 

cabaret style show was presented with members doing their 'own 

thing', they choose their own act whether song, dance or comedy 

rehearsing on their own or with partners.



We have been extremely lucky this year to have received donations    

from a local fashion show and a local runner in the London Marathon, 

this money will go towards our next production ‘Peter Pan’. 

 
Unfortunately, because of the costs of running our group have 

increased so much, we have had to put up our subscription fees. 

We are now running a fourth day and although-we -haven't attracted 

many new members so far, some members have changed days or 

added more. 

 

 
A Big, Big Thank you, goes to Lottie who has taken over the running 

of First Act, and of course to the team of tutors who support her. 

 

Carol Laidler 

                                            Chairman _ 






