
Hutton Henry & District Community Association

AGM – Chair’s Report

Thursday 16th May at 7pm in St Francis Village Hall

Thank you everyone for coming along this evening, for what is my first AGM as 

chair of the Community Association (CA),  following Patrick Gilbert’s decision to

stand down as Chairman and trustee at the end of 2023.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Patrick again for all his hard work 

and dedication that he has given  to the CA over the years and to say it’s great 

to see him coming to our events since his ‘retirement ‘ from the post.

The number and variety of events held in the hall has continued to grow this 

year. In addition to our established monthly coffee mornings, we now have a 

monthly entertainment evening that has been well supported and we have 

three sections up and running covering different areas of interest:

 The Hutton Henry History & Heritage Group now meets twice a month 

and are busy researching and recording events from the village covering 

the last 125 years. 

 The Carpet Bowls Group has grown in popularity from meeting just one 

afternoon per month to an afternoon and evening session each week. 

Thank you to Hazel Gilbert for securing the funding to provide the 

equipment and to Steve Lea for his excellent coaching.

 The Ladies Club is well into its monthly programme of excellent 

speakers. Thanks to Sue Hutchinson for organising them.

 The hall is available for private hire and there has been an increase in the 

number and variety of events held over the last year. We specifically 

introduced a reduced rental charge for a child’s birthday party which has 

proven popular. Moving forward, over the next few months, we have plans in 



place to start providing regular entertainment and activities for families and 

the younger members of our community which we hope will be as equally well 

supported as those already in place. 

It’s hard to believe that it was a year ago that we celebrated the King’s 

Coronation with The Coronation Big Lunch. It was hosted by ourselves and the 

Parish Council and saw games and entertainment for the whole family, 

alongside music and a delicious hog roast. Free to all residents of Hutton Henry

and Station Town, I think we can agree it was a great success and it was lovely 

to see the community coming together for such an occasion.

 A huge THANK YOU goes to all our volunteers  because without  you putting 

up the banners, doing the baking, cutting the grass, running the raffle, 

delivering the flyers  etc etc none of our events would have been possible or 

taken place. Thank you for your tireless help, dedication and giving up your 

time so generously. Thank you also goes to everyone who has attended our 

events throughout the year because without your support we would not be 

able to keep raising the funds we need to cover the day to day running costs of

the hall.

As reported by Patrick last year we had a list of maintenance jobs that needed 

to be carried out on the hall. We have used some of our funds to rectify issues 

with the roof but would like to say thank you for the Community Energy 

Efficiency Grant that we received via Durham County Council that paid for 

work to the windows and infrastructure. We have ongoing issues with the roof,

damp, and energy efficiency however please be assured that we are continuing

to try and source funding to rectify them so that we can keeping enjoying this 

beautiful  village facility.

Finally, something to look forward to is the Hutton Henry Summer Fair which 

will be taking place on Sunday 25th August, timed to celebrate the first 

anniversary of Vicky and Steve taking over The Plough. Activities for the whole 

family will be taking place across the village so please look out for the notices 

and put the date in your diaries. 

Andrea






