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Heartline supports children with heart disorders and their 
families, whatever the condition, wherever it is treated. 
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The Trustees present their report along with the financial statements of the Charity for the year 
ended 31 October 2022.  The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the 
accounting policies set out on pages 9 to 10 and comply with the Charity's Constitution and 
applicable law. 

Objectives 
Mission – Heartline supports children with heart conditions and their families, whatever the 
condition, wherever it is treated. 

We do this by providing: 

Benefits - such as our Heart Children Book, newsletter, website, wetsuits, information leaflets, 
children’s activity weekends and subsidised caravans. 

Projects – such as Medic Alert bracelets and subscription fees, family get-together events and 
parties. 

Support – through our social media channels and directly connecting families where appropriate. 

 

Activities, achievements, and performance 
Heartline Families is a national charity that seeks to support the families of children with heart 
conditions.  Where some peer charities may focus on a condition or hospital, we support families 
irrespective of condition or location in the UK. 

This year saw an increase in activity as we came out of covid and slowly started restoring events for 
our members.  The caravans were operational once again, although booking levels were not at pre-
pandemic rates.  Nevertheless, members were able to enjoy a well-deserved break for all the family.  
We are also offering the year end activity at Butlins in December 2023.   

 

Financial review 
As we came out of the pandemic we were able to start increasing our fundraising as well as 
increasing the income from caravan holidays and the sale of the very highly regarded book, Heart 
Children.  Our direct expenses increased due to spending more on the caravans, principally cleaning 
as well as various events not able to be held during the pandemic.  However, the governance costs 
were well controlled and decreased from the previous year as we stated in the previous year’s 
review.   

We continue to have a strong cash position and will continue to manage it carefully into the new 
year and beyond to ensure the charity is able to continue delivering the aims of the organisation. 

 

Reserves policy 
The Trustees' policy is to maintain a sufficient level of general reserves to enable the Charity to 
continue in normal existence for three months, followed by an orderly curtailment of activities over 
the following three months if necessary.   

At 31 October 2022 unrestricted funds amounted to £86 673 (2021: £89,369) which provides a 
strong base for the Charity to move forward with its future plans as set out above. 
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Structure, governance, and management 
 

Governing document 
Heartline Families is registered as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) under its constitution 
dated 15th July 2013. 

 

Tax status 
As a registered charity, number 1153442, Heartline Families is exempt from corporation tax and 
income tax on its charitable activities. 

 

Trustees 
The Board of Trustees who held office during the year were as follows: 

Elizabeth Collins   Natalie Persoglio 

Michelle King    Simon Leonard  

Alasdair Marshall     

 

Appointment of Trustees 
The charity’s constitution requires a minimum of three Trustees and are recruited where possible 
through open competition and elected to the Board through a formal vote. 

 

Public benefit statement 
The Trustees confirm that they have complied with the duty in section 4 of the Charities Act 2006 to 
have due regard to the Charity Commission's general guidance on public benefit, 'Charities and 
Public Benefit'. 
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Trustees' responsibilities in relation to financial statements 
The law applicable to Charities in England and Wales requires the Trustees to prepare financial 
statements for each financial year which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the Charity 
and of the incoming resources and application of resources of the Charity for that period.  In 
preparing these financial statements, the Trustees are required to:  

 

• select suitable accounting policies and apply them consistently; 
• observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP; 
• make judgments’ and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 
• state whether applicable accounting standards have been followed, subject to any 

departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and 
• prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to 

presume that the charity will continue in operation. 

 

The Trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records that disclose with reasonable 
accuracy at any time the financial position of the Charity and enable them to ensure that the 
financial statements comply with the Charities Act 2011, the Charity (Accounts and Reports) 
Regulations 2008 and the provisions of the Trust Deed. The Trustees are also responsible for 
safeguarding the assets of the Charity and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and 
detection of fraud and other irregularities. 

 

This report was approved by the Trustees on 24 August 2023 and signed on their behalf by: 

 

 

 

 

Michelle King      Elizabeth Collins 

Trustee                                           Trustee 
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