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The trustees present their report and accounts for the year ended 31$ August 2021. The trustees have
accepted a Church House dispensation to report on a Receipts and Payments (R&P) basis, and
decided to take advantage of the available audit exemption and have the accounts independently
examined. The trustees are listed on page 4.

The accounts have been prepared in accordance with the Charities Act 2011 and with such guidance
and best practice for those reporting on an R&P basis as is contained in the Statement of
Recommended Practice "Accounting and Reporting by Charities" issued in March 2005.
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Structure, governance and management

The charity was established under the Deed of Union 1932, the Methodist Church Act 1976 and by
Stantling Qrders of the Methodist Church. Eligible trustees are proposed by tocal Methodist Churchei
within the Circuit and appointed by existing trustees. Ministers of Methodist-Churches within the Circuit
are automatically appointed as trustees.

There is a range of guidance produced by the Methodist Connexion and appointed trustees have
access to these documents. There is briefing on the roles and responsibilities of a trustee in the
Methodist Church. Existing trustees also assist in familiarising new trustees with the role. The London
District provides training sessions for ofiicers who hold specific responsibilities.

The Circuit is part of the London Methodist District, which is in tum accountable to the Methodist
Conference (Connexion). The Circuit is responsible for funding the payment of Methodist clergy
stipends and related expenses, the provision of manses, and the general oversight of the thrii
churches (four church buildings) within the Cirquit. _

The trustees have assessed the major risks to which the charity is exposed, and are satisfied that
systems are in place to mitigate exposure to these risks. Financial govemance is documented, and the
subject authorities, processes and procedures are reviewed at least annually.

Obiectives and activities

The purposes of the Methodist Church are, and shall be deemed to have been since the Date of Union,
the advancement of:

(a) The Christian faith in accordance with the docfinal standards and discipline of The Methodist
Church.

(b) Any charitable purpose forthe time being of any Connexional, District, Circuit and local or other
organisation of The Methodist Church.

{c) Any charitable purpose for the time being of any smirety or institution subsidiary or ancillary to The
Methodist Church.

(d) Any purpose for the time being of any charig being a charity subsidiary or anciltary to The
Methodist Church.

The trustees have paid due regard to guidance issued by the Charity Commission on public benefit in
deciding what activities the charity should undertake, and in particulai tfre specific guidance on charities
for the advancement of religion. ln order to achieve these objectives the charity undertakes a number
of activities, which are summarised below.

The Circuit provides oversight of churches, manses and ministers in its area of responsibilig. Through
this and the delivery of services of worship by the churches it is providing public'benefn itre Circuit
oversees the worship and preaching by the ministry team in the three churches of the Circuit. lt is also
responsible for the provision and upkeep of the three manses in the circuit.

The Circuit is committed to maintaining regular worship and services to the communities in which our
churches are sited. We shall offer further training opportunities to our people, to improve and enhance
the ways in which we do this. We shall use the resources entrusted to'us and at our disposal to enrich
the life of all we do through our ministry together.
The Circuit has adapted its worship and pastoral care models during the periods of lockdown caused by
the Covid-19 pandemic. We have offered services online, on Zoom and written services for those who
have no access to the intemet. WhatsApp groups keep members informed of rapidly changing
guidelines, and robust risk assessments are carried out to ensure the safety of thoss who travt
attended when the buildings have been open. Looking fiorward, we have considered the challenges
posed by the pandemic and will be reviewing our activities over coming months to adjust our wors-hip
and other practices to extend the Kingdom in the most effective form.



Achieyements and performance

Property and Finance

The Circuit receives virtually all its regular income from an assessment collected from each church in
proportion to that church's share of total church membership within the Circuit. Additionally, small
amounts of bank interest are earned.

Proceeds ftom the sale of properties (minus the levy collected, upon sale, by the Connexion) are held in
a Circuit ModelTrust Fund (CMTF), from which the District Advance Fund collects a further levy each
financial year. The Circuit Meeting may approve the spending of the CMTF according to guidelines laid
down by Conference, and 814,579 was drawn Fom the CMTF in the yearto part-fund renovations and
repairs to the manse at 20 Rochester Avenue, Bromley. The CMTF balance at financial year-end was
reduced to just under t53,000.

The manses and other dwellings managed by the charity, if in occupation, are occupied Oy ctergy ana
their families. None are let. Quinquennial inspections of all the properties are ananged on a regular
basis, and this year were carried out at the Beckenham church. Boiler servicing, gai safety, intruder
alarm system and drainage/gutter inspections are canied out annually at each of the manses.

We have continued to maintain and insure our properties, and respond to the challenges of determining
the_resources appropriate to the life of the circult.'Circuit funds have continued to iupport ministerial
staff to provide pastoral and preaching for four Methodist congregations.

The members and adherents of the churches in our circuit have continued in their generosity towards
the common good and the spreading of the Gospel through their time, talents and rJsources, including
financially. The Circuit Officers and paid staff have done outstanding work on the back of such
generosity and continue to keep the Gircuit moving forward whilst fulfilling all other obligations.

Safeguarding

The safeguarding policies and practice of the Circuit and ib constituent churches continue to develop in
line with Methodist Church guidelines and test practice. Opportunities fur safeguarding training have
been providg! during the.ye_ar, especially for those newly appointed to serve in-partruiar ways-in our
churghes, although not during the period March to Aujusi 2020 due to lockdown and othlr Covid
restrictions, in line with Methodist guidelines.

Lay Employees

There are cunently no lay employees at Circuit level.

Financial review

The trustees report a leficit for the year of €3,379, after a prior year deficit of t12,T2g and a budgeted
deficit of around t14,000. The reduced deficit compared with budget is essentiaily due to the drawn
down CMTF funds starting to be spent only from 1 september 2021, after year-end.

Expenses on manses fell substantially, but the impact was largely offset by a one-off payment of tS,000
to the Methodist London Districts Covid solidarity fund in supfort of financialty fraiO pressed fellow-
Circuits and churches Quinquennial inspection fees of El,7'50 arose (prior-year: nil). $taff costs
increased in line with inflation. lnsurance premiums paid switched to a montfrry Airect debit, throwing
up a predictable anomaly when compared with the previous period. Receipts were on budget, mainl!
because receipts are essentially the 8144,500 overall Circuii assessment on churches, which it hai



been agreed to hold at the prior year's level. The apportionment of this recharge varied again between
the three churches, reflecting movements in membership numbers.

The Circuit reserves policy is to hold a sum in general fund net current assets equivalent to six months
average general fund expenditure - sufficient to meet any unforeseen item of larger expenditure on
manses and to enable the Circuit to function in the short term in the event of an unexpected
circumstance or inability to raise the full Circuit assessment from churches. This would require reserves
of 884,000.

At 31 August 2021, total Circuit liquid resources were f 168,000, of which €32,000 already committed to
manse renovation and repair and up to €20,000 identified as required to meet a Connexional request
for contributions to help fund ministerial pensions. That leaves adequate funds to meet the reserves
policy, plus a slim contingency buffer.

Plan for the future

It is our intention to use any significant resources that flow into the Circuit in ways that continue to
improve and enhance the life of our churches and the communities they serve. Churches in the Circuit
are likely to continue to need financial support as they expand their community and mission work. We
have also contributed in solidarity to a Connexional fund for churches hard pressed by the Covidlg
pandemic's impact on their finances.

Statement of tnrstees' responsibilities

The trustees are responsible for preparing the Trustees' Report and the accounts in accordance with
applicable charities law and the requirements of the Methodist connexion.

The trustees are responsible for keeping sufficient accounting records that disclose with reasonable
accuracy at any time the financial position of the charig and enable them to ensure that the accounts
comply with the Charities Act 2011, the Charity (Aeunts and Reports) Regulations 2008 and the
provisions of the trust deed. They are also responsible for safeguarding the aisets of the charity and
hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detectioh of fraud and other inegularities.

This Report was approved at the Bromley Methodist Circuit Meeting on Tuesday 12 October 2O21, an
which date the kustees were the following:

Rev. Alexandra Tenett
Rev Derek Stanworth
lrene Antwi
Hilary Cheverton
Alison Driscoll
Kevin Finch
Mary Jackson
Mary Lancaster
Joanna Powell
Caroline Thomas
Simon Young

Rev. Karen George

Maureen Bazeley
Joan Clark
MichaelEast
Ann Fox
Jozef Krywko
Jenny Nichols
Sheila Priestman
Lynda Watson

Deacon Laura MacBean

Mark Cheesman
Gmce Devarajulu
Patricia Edo
Janet Hrebien
Barbara Kyei
Esther Owusu
Judith Seldon
Ann Woollins

Other trustees during the financial year 202A-21 covered by this Report were: Gillian Baldwin,
Charmaine Dennis, Beverly Vanterpool.

On behalf of the trustees,

Alex Tenett
Superintendent Minister and Chair of the Circuit Meeting

Dated: 12 Odober 2A21
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Name of Circuit .. Brwntey

Declarations and Scrutiny

I confirm that these Receipt and Payment based accounts for the year to 31 ,August 2021 have been
prepa.ed from the records of the Circuit and that they indude all tunds under the control of the Circuit
meeting.

Name and address of treasurer . . . . .. . " Mark Cheesman

. .. .. . , . . .41 l(irEls Halt Road, B€ct{enham 8R3 1LR

Presert tion to the Circuit meeting

I confirm that the annual report and accounts frcr the lear ended 31 August 2021 wereitvill be'

presented to the Circuit meetng held on ... ... . . . 1z:oct-21

Signature of the Chair of the meeting

Name ol the Chair of the meeting .. ,. Rev. Alexandra Tenefl 12{lf,-21

lndependent Examine/s Report to the Trustees of the

..... Bromley

Charity l{umber . 1151ai7

Responsibilitiae and basis ol rcgorl

I reportto the trusiees on my examination of the accounts of the ...,..... ^.... Bromley
Circuit for the yeat ended 31 August 2021 set out on pages 1 to 3- As the Circuits trustees, you are
responsible for the preparation sf the accounts in accordance with the requirernents of the Charities
Act2Q11 ('the Act').

I report in respecl of rfiy examination of the Circuit's accounh camed out under sectisn 145 of the Act
and, in carrying out my oxamination, I have fol,owed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity
Commission under ss{llion 145(5xbi of the Act.

- Celete or circle as appropriate

2015 Circuir R a!x, P.xts

4cfs
PUBL]C

PUBLIC

35t42
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Name of Circuil .....,, -.....Bromley 35t12

lndependent Examiner,s Statement

I have cornpteted my examination I confirm that no rnaterial matters have come to my attention in
connection with the examination (other than that disclosed belouf) whicfi give me cause to believe that
in, any material respect.

. the accounting records w€re not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Act: crr tie accour*s dc not accord wth the accounting reco:.ds.

I have no concerns 3nd have come ac{oss no other mattets in conneclion wi& the examination to whtch
attention should be drawn in [1is report in order to enable a proper understandir€ of the acco,unts to be
reached.

I have obtained independent venfication of all investments with tlre Trustees for Methdist Church
Purposes or held in other trusts. bank balances and funds at tire Central Finance Board of the Methodist
Church which are individually in excess of €10,000 (ten thousard pounds) at the balance sheet date.

Signafure of indepndent examiner . .... -..

Name of independent examiner . .. .rohn whiram

Relevant professional qualffication of independent examiner ...... _ ICAEW

Name of firm (where appropriate) ... NrA

Address 9 Badge.s Close

... .-,.., . Stratford-upon-Avon

Date .,f] sepzr

" delete or circle as appropriate

2015 Circuit R and P.rs
5 ots
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iS15 qirait.B ffid P.xh

PUBLIC

London oistrict 35t12



ANACCOUITTS FOf, THE YEAR E}'OED 3{ AUGUST ZO2t

Ufl - Circuit
rcataictad no{r:l TrlEt Rasirictad
Funds Fund Fun&

flr

la$i 1

Tola}s &16
yeer

f

lotats lrst
y€ar

E*,;;;--.-l
lcr irHE Yiln lFz+gri rra,rosri rrs:mrl rs.rssll rrr,se{rl i rr.,r*rl

f*.-,,*ffif;;r*l

2 oltr
PUBLIC

sEcnofi B

b1 PAYTENTS
Stipsrds, sataries, NlC. Persa,on and
Favel costs 100.5?2 10,12s 110,6s? sg 562

bi Manse Costs 19_57C 19,570 23.977

{fiirisddirtdc 1fi 138 14.625

s! Distril Assessment 28.12{ ?.8,124 30.30i

Grarts & doaatims 7.20Q 72tn 1.20{
Sapital pay{$errf,g

14.57S ,{,573 10,000

E frfer prymstr 7,78C 1.730 9,51!

og rOTAL PAYSEXTS r6:l,eg l6J{ 10,125 r$,s2sltbolll iru,6oG

FUilDS AT EI{D OF YEAR

II{FOUATIOII OILY: HOilEY RECEUED AXO PASSEA OH TO EXTEEXAL ORGAXISAT|Oi|S

2fl15 Oe{i I arc P.xJs

PUBLIC



fur lh€ !ffir €.E!rd
Er O.ssrsrkh 

"*td norm.,y b€ R€d,rled frrds u-rhss d atd he;*;;il;;,d;;; ;J;il;;;.i:;;;" il::*X;
,:?H1t-rj::::li:,r=,ffr:.:y-€rrrs{5 td* o, te ciBrl r sro$ mffie exeeds th€ drsryars iresbtd cd s?5c,000 tis mear5 md, d ffitnq aND A DTFFEREI.T Fo*H r*r B usd to ,ua*tire!*nt" 1* l4€ahodrst 6ite) ,o"*iilii"#-i'i*ilreci.drng faGbrs bat'en di8 Cieil ard *nne<L<i Ceit O[gmistffi_

Od*iEnrsfadsE E6drc1El

rt }}w4r*

4 ,@t{S} -s*Hffi dtr*an([tu d H d

)ds !c!q!e!

3.5CldF*Ps

g kEi{]de 6t Fiad. t€S d t* &ftd FffiE Bsd
la l#re s* CFg Ft# rerd t ?ll& hr ,Hto{r6l Chudr purpces
91 Ind6e rny di*r i'|,@ffi (nd nE c8.l ereffi t c* n*cp t"a m sra is insd m tm rSr

}*,t R#ipi5J

(rs,598t

t19,59e)

1.361-305

s5.30a

1.438.a8i

s6.5*

P!gLrc

iI{TEXI'AL

liRc^}rst'lolB

SSlMdrrutd
:',gfrr6diro ft5E r

:rgult&Ege't rt*.'
rff,glf ftffird IF*i
rtrZ-lE*deo,

HELOBYCKCI.fi

CyariE
Qosiru b

191.661 61 r6E,05: icti

187.66.t ia| 1AA_0a'

PUBLIC



--:
l
l

l

l

l

Name of Circuit .. Brwntey

Declarations and Scrutiny

I confirm that these Receipt and Payment based accounts for the year to 31 ,August 2021 have been
prepa.ed from the records of the Circuit and that they indude all tunds under the control of the Circuit
meeting.

Name and address of treasurer . . . . .. . " Mark Cheesman

. .. .. . , . . .41 l(irEls Halt Road, B€ct{enham 8R3 1LR

Presert tion to the Circuit meeting

I confirm that the annual report and accounts frcr the lear ended 31 August 2021 wereitvill be'

presented to the Circuit meetng held on ... ... . . . 1z:oct-21

Signature of the Chair of the meeting

Name ol the Chair of the meeting .. ,. Rev. Alexandra Tenefl 12{lf,-21

lndependent Examine/s Report to the Trustees of the

..... Bromley

Charity l{umber . 1151ai7

Responsibilitiae and basis ol rcgorl

I reportto the trusiees on my examination of the accounts of the ...,..... ^.... Bromley
Circuit for the yeat ended 31 August 2021 set out on pages 1 to 3- As the Circuits trustees, you are
responsible for the preparation sf the accounts in accordance with the requirernents of the Charities
Act2Q11 ('the Act').

I report in respecl of rfiy examination of the Circuit's accounh camed out under sectisn 145 of the Act
and, in carrying out my oxamination, I have fol,owed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity
Commission under ss{llion 145(5xbi of the Act.

- Celete or circle as appropriate
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Name of Circuil .....,, -.....Bromley 35t12

lndependent Examiner,s Statement

I have cornpteted my examination I confirm that no rnaterial matters have come to my attention in
connection with the examination (other than that disclosed belouf) whicfi give me cause to believe that
in, any material respect.

. the accounting records w€re not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Act: crr tie accour*s dc not accord wth the accounting reco:.ds.

I have no concerns 3nd have come ac{oss no other mattets in conneclion wi& the examination to whtch
attention should be drawn in [1is report in order to enable a proper understandir€ of the acco,unts to be
reached.

I have obtained independent venfication of all investments with tlre Trustees for Methdist Church
Purposes or held in other trusts. bank balances and funds at tire Central Finance Board of the Methodist
Church which are individually in excess of €10,000 (ten thousard pounds) at the balance sheet date.

Signafure of indepndent examiner . .... -..

Name of independent examiner . .. .rohn whiram

Relevant professional qualffication of independent examiner ...... _ ICAEW

Name of firm (where appropriate) ... NrA

Address 9 Badge.s Close

... .-,.., . Stratford-upon-Avon

Date .,f] sepzr

" delete or circle as appropriate
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