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THE CHAPEL ROYAL 
 

MINUTES of the ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING  
on Sunday 30th April 2023 at 11.30 am  

in the Chapel Royal, 164 North Street, Brighton, East Sussex BN1 1EA 
 

24 people were in attendance and the list was on file. 
 
Vestry meeting to elect Churchwardens 
 
Father David Biggs acted as Chair.  Having given thanks to God for the gift of Mary Woodhouse, we accepted her 
resignation from the position of Churchwarden.  Hilary Niblett had been nominated as Churchwarden by Richard 
Lovett, and Margaret Croucher had seconded the nomination.  Richard Lovett had been nominated as Churchwarden 
by Martin Mitchener, and Mary Woodhouse had seconded the nomination.  Both nominations were unanimously 
agreed so Hilary Niblett and Richard Lovett were elected as Churchwardens for the coming year. 
 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
 
1. Welcome 

 
Father David welcomed members of the PCC and congregation to the APCM. 
 

2. Apologies for absence 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Enid Lovett, Mark Laverick, Richard Lovett, Catherine Wilson and 
Roosa Herranen.  
 

3. Minutes of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting on 1st May 2022 
 

These had been published, together with the Annual Reports, and were agreed to be a true and accurate 
record of the meeting.  Father David moved that the Annual Reports be accepted and this was unanimously 
agreed. 
 

4. Matters Arising 
 

There was none. 
 

5. Reports 
 

Reports on Evensong, Knit & Natter, the Coffee Shop and Chapel Royal Concerts LCCR) had been received and 
published.  Father James suggested a trial of a Sung, as opposed to a Choral, Evensong and this was agreed.  
Father David thanked everyone who helps to run the Coffee Shop, which attracts a lot of visitors. 
 

6. Annual Reports 
 
 The Vicar's and Churchwardens' Annual Reports and those on Safeguarding, Deanery Synod, Building (covered 

in section 3 of the Churchwardens' Report and section 12 of the Vicar's Report), Electoral Roll and PCC had 
been received and published. 

 
 Richard had been able to find new contacts to replace those lost to us when our previous churchwarden, Paul 

Littlewood, died.  Steve Pates had heard from Smith of Derby that 5th June had been tentatively earmarked 
for repairing the bell's striking mechanism, depending on delivery of replacement parts.   
Father David noted that the hall was well used and every group had agreed to pay a slightly increased rent of 
£18 an hour. 
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7. To receive the Annual Accounts for year ended 31st December 2022 
 
 The PCC had agreed the annual accounts and these will be circulated when Maureen O'Hare has finished 

preparing them.  Any questions may then be addressed to the Churchwardens. 
 
8. To appoint an Independent Examiner for 2023/2024 
 
 Father David will finalise this appointment after the APCM. 
 
9. To elect Deanery Synod Members 
 
 The Deanery Synod normally meets three or four times a year in order to discuss matters that affect the 

Deanery as a whole.  The following had been elected to represent The Chapel Royal at Deanery Synod:- 
 
 Roosa Herranen (proposed by Enid Lovett and seconded by Mark Laverick) 
 Jean Potter (proposed by Richard Lovett and seconded by Enid Lovett) 
 Stuart Jessop (proposed by Richard Lovett and seconded by Carly-May Kavanagh). 
 
 We are very thankful to Roosa, Jean and Stuart for agreeing to attend Deanery Synod and would, ideally, like 

a fourth member of the congregation to join them. 
 
10. Election of members to serve on the Parochial Church Council for 2023/24 
 

The following members had been nominated and seconded according to official procedure and their election 
was unanimously agreed:- 

 
 Father David Biggs, SCP (Vicar), by office 
 Mrs Hilary Niblett (Churchwarden) 
 Mr Richard Lovett (Churchwarden) 

Roosa Herranen 
Stuart Jessop 
Jean Potter 

 Mr David Bishop 
 Mrs Caroline Brown (Hon. Secretary) 
 Mr Christopher Stringer-McGibbon (Organist), by office 
 Mrs Mary Woodhouse 

Mr Mark Laverick (Lay Reader) 
 Mrs Enid Lovett 
 Mr Steven Pates 
 Mr Adam Englebright 
 Mrs Catherine Wilson 
 Father James Foley 
 Ms Carly-May Kavanagh.  

 
11. Any Other Business 
 

Father David reminded us how fortunate we are in this parish to have so many people prepared to help with 
everything and expressed his thanks to everyone for whatever they do and how they do it!  The AA people 
were so grateful for the use of our building and they appreciate its spirituality.  Post-Covid, things felt almost 
normal again - but not quite. 

  
12. Date of next Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
 
 This will be held on Sunday 28th April 2024. 
  


















































