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What a dreadful year 2021 was for the whole world, not just Union 
Church. Covid, in its various forms, had spread its tentacles far and wide.
Very few countries were left unaffected by its advance, with many deaths,
long recoveries and fear of catching it the predominant features over the 
world.

Union Church was left relatively unscathed,  considering its mainly 
elderly membership, with the only recorded death from the virus being 
that of Basil Lewis in April, 2020. 

The lockdowns ensured that there were no meetings in our building 
during most of 2020 and the beginning of 2021. The last one took place 
from January 2021 until all restrictions ended in June.

The virus took its toll in other ways. Groups could not meet in our 
building and congregants were very wary of physically attending 
worship, even when they could.  Regular mask wearing and keeping 2m 
apart from each other, made recognition difficult and welcoming any 
brave newcomers even harder.

Rev. Gerry Stanton conducted services and meetings on zoom. 
Unfortunately, quite a few of our membership were unable to access this 
and phone calls became the main means of communication.

Our usual Christmas Day Lunch and Party became a delivery only event. 
Fortunately, a peeling and packing day on Christmas Eve, with people 
suitably masked and distanced WAS allowed and with Luke Underhill as 
Head Chef, the cooking was managed brilliantly on Christmas Day and 
delivery to those who had requested it was made by willing masked 
volunteers. One part of our mission was accomplished.

There were very few Church Meetings during the year as reaching a 
quorum, even on zoom, would have been extremely difficult. Deacons 
Meetings DID happen on zoom but many of them were mainly 
Management Meetings as we ensured that all the maintenance tasks 
needed around the building were done.

The third lockdown ended on March 28th, 2021, just as our reporting 
year ended.

We looked forward to a future in a radically altered world and trusting 
that God would guide as we tried again, to spread the Word of Our Lord 
in Crouch End and do His Will.






















