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Message from the Chair 

Throughout the financial challenges of 2024 / 2025 the Centre has continued to retain key 

community providers and organise a range of activities for young and older people living in and 

around East Bedlington.  The Trustees are faced with renewed fiscal challenges in 2025-26 with 

increases in salary costs, utilities and insurances. 

We have provided accommodation for Northumberland County Council Alternative Curriculum 

pupils and drama facilities for Cleaswell Hill Special School. 

Youth club provision has been well received and the  school holiday provision has proved very 

popular with all sessions fully booked. 

We note thanks to Cath Cuthbertson who stood down in February as a Trustee due to ill health.  

Cath had made a huge contribution to the success of the Welcome Hub and we wish her well for 

the future.  Liz Leightly also stood down as a Trustee but remains part of the team volunteering 

on a weekly basis. 

Developing the social inclusion offer from the Centre has been important to the Board and we 

offer thanks to Jacqui Wilson who has developed a successful ’Bingo and Butty’ session for our 

local community.  We have also continued to host Bedlington Station Library Service ensuring 

that local people can still have access to reading materials at all ages. 

The Board must also note thanks to East Bedlington Parish Council for their unwavering support, 

which has allowed the Centre to remains stable through what has proved to be a challenging 

year and sow the seeds for growth and development. 

Keith Scantlebury 

Chair 
Objectives of the Charity 

• To secure the best possible outcome for the 

centre whilst working within the boundaries of 

local, regional and national policy.  

• To achieve these aims by promoting the 

principles of personal development, healthy 

lifestyle, well-being, community engagement, 

empowerment and social inclusion. 

• To provide excellent community facilities and 

access to advice, training and support, 

• To encourage the community to play an active 

part in local decision making,  

• To encourage individuals and groups to have 

positive relationships with each other, 

• To support young people into adulthood,  

• To provide healthy lifestyle choices, a 

• To provide any other charitable activity for the 

benefit of the community of East Bedlington and 

the surrounding area. 

Values 

The provision of a community 

centre for the use of the 

inhabitants of the Parish of East 

Bedlington and the surrounding 

area without distinction of sex, 

sexual orientation, age, 

disability, nationality, race, or 

political, religious, or other 

opinions. 

The use of the property for 

meetings, lectures, and classes 

or other forms of recreation and 

leisure time occupation in the 

interest of social welfare and 

with the objects of improving the 

conditions of life for the said 

inhabitants. 



Governance 

The governance framework of the Charity consists of: 

• The Centre’s Trust Deed, which outlines the aims and objectives of the Charity, dictates the appointment of 

trustees and the legal framework in which it must operate. 

• A legal structure to ensure compliance with Charity Law 

• A management hierarchy and reporting structure  

• Financial procedures and controls 

• Risk management  

• Policies & Procedures ( of which a comprehensive review was undertaken in February 2024). 

 

Collectively these policies, procedures, key documents and management arrangements ensure that the Charity is 

run in an efficient and effective manner in compliance with legislation and in  

accordance with its aims and objectives. 

 

Trustees 

The Centre’s trust deed governs the appointment of it’s trustees and the management of the Charity. 
All trustees retire at the AGM and are either re-elected, re-appointed (in the case of Parish Council 
trustees) or replaced. The trustees form the Management Committee and have the power to co-opt a 
further 2 trustees from user groups. The trust deed permits the appointment of up to 4 appointed 
Parish Council trustees and up to 7 community trustees. 

Trustees 

Keith Scantlebury      Chair - Appointed Trustee 

Ron Thornton        Treasurer - Community Trustee 

Len Smith       User Group Trustee 

Keith Grimes       Appointed Trustee 

Jenny Tindale       Secretary - Appointed Trustee 

Ron Straughan      Community Trustee 

Jacqueline Wilson      Community Trustee 

Liz Lightly ( resigned Feb 25    Community Trustee  

Cath Cuthbertson (resigned  Feb 25)  Community Trustee 

Dawn Crosby       Appointed Trustee 

    

 

Insurance  

East Bedlington Parish Council are responsible for insuring the refurbished building and under the terms 

of the sub-lease East Bedlington Community Centre must reimburse the premium incurred by the 

Council. The contents of the building are insured directly by the Centre and the policy is underwritten by 

Hiscox.  The Centre holds public liability and employers liability insurance cover of £10,000,000 



STAFF 

Stacey Price         Centre Manager 

James Hunter        Caretaker  

Natalie Cummings       Cleaner 

Gemma Simm        Facilities Assistant   

Funding 

The centre continues to receive an unrestricted grant of £5,960 from East Bedlington Parish 

Council.  A further £1,000 was granted from Communities Together Hardship Fund to support 

the Welcome Hub and a grant of £ 6385 was received from County Councillor Alex Wallace 

Members Local Improvement Schemes to support the replacement of lighting in the main hall. 




















