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Message from the Chair 

The Centre has been closed for much of this financial year.  A small window of operation being 

permitted in late September / October 2020. The benefit was purely to the trading arm Platform 

Trading Ltd.  As the financial year 2020/21 draws to a close we can only hope that it becomes 

safe to re-open the Centre and welcome back our community. 

The staff remained on furlough leave with the exception of the small autumn window.  The 

Trustees ensured that full pay was received by our contracted staff to support them throughout 

the lockdown period.   

The Trustees have monitored the building and fielded queries over the lockdown period. A 

significant level of investment in PPE has been made to ensure that the Centre is in the best 

place possible when able to reopen and safely host activities.  

Jenny Tindale 

Chair 

Objectives of the Charity 

• To secure the best possible outcome for 

the centre whilst working within the 

boundaries of local, regional and national 

policy.  

• To achieve these aims by promoting the 

principles of personal development, 

healthy lifestyle, well-being, community 

engagement, empowerment and social 

inclusion. 

• To provide excellent community facilities 

and access to advice, training and 

support, 

• To encourage the community to play an 

active part in local decision making,  

• To encourage individuals and groups to 

have positive relationships with each 

other, 

• To support young people into adulthood,  

• To provide healthy lifestyle choices, a 

• To provide any other charitable activity 

for the benefit of the community of East 

Bedlington and the surrounding area. 

Values 

The provision of a 

community centre for the 

use of the inhabitants of 

the Parish of East 

Bedlington and the 

surrounding area without 

distinction of sex, sexual 

orientation, age, 

disability, nationality, 

race, or political, 

religious, political or 

other opinions. 

The use of the property 

for meetings, lectures, 

and classes or other 

forms of recreation and 

leisure time occupation 

in the interest of social 

welfare and with the 

objects of improving the 

conditions of life for the 

said inhabitants. 



Governance 

The governance framework of the Charity consists of: 

The Centre’s Trust Deed, which outlines the aims and objectives of the Charity, dictates the 

appointment of trustees and the legal framework in which it must operate. 

A legal structure to ensure compliance with Charity Law 

A management hierarchy and reporting structure  

Financial procedures and controls 

A business plan with key performance indicators with regular reporting against targets 

External monitoring and evaluation 

Risk management  

A governance sub group which reviews compliance with governing documents, policies & 

procedures, legal requirements and ethical standards 

Collectively these policies, procedures, key documents and management arrangements ensure 

that the Charity is run in an efficient and effective manner in compliance with legislation and in 

accordance with its aims and objectives. 

Trustees 

The Centre’s trust deed governs the appointment of the trustees and the 
management of the Charity. All trustees retire at the AGM and are either re-elected, 
re-appointed (in the case of parish council trustees) or replaced. The trustees form 
the Management Committee and have the power to co-opt a further 2 trustees from 
user groups. The trust deed permits the appointment of up to 4 parish council 
trustees and up to 7 community trustees. 

Trustees 

Jenny Tindale      Chairperson  parish council appointee 

Ron Thornton     Treasurer   parish council appointee 

Cath Cuthbertson    Secretary   community trustee 

Lindsey Jordan        community trustee 

Ron Straughan        community trustee 

Gillian Berkley         community trustee 

Rebecca Wilczek        community trustee 

Len Smith         user group trustee 

John Batey         parish council appointee 

Keith Scantlebury        parish council appointee 

Insurance  

East Bedlington Parish Council are responsible for insuring the refurbished building and under 
the terms of the sub-lease East Bedlington Community Centre must reimburse the premium 
incurred by the Council. The contents of the building are insured directly by the Centre and the 
policy is underwritten by Hiscox.  



STAFF 

Michelle Brannigan     Centre Development Manager 

Thomas Barnes     Caretaker  

   

The staff were subject to furlough under the government scheme from 23 March 2020.  A short 

return to work was permitted in Autumn 2020.   

Administrative cover continued to be provided by the parish council appointed trustees 

throughout the lockdown period. 

Health & Safety 

An extensive review of Health & Safety within the centre was carried out during 2019/20 by Colin 

Long. A revised policy statement was agreed by the trustees. The centre staff undertake many 

daily, weekly and annual checks. All equipment is maintained to manufacturers specifications 

and regular fire safety checks are carried out. The Caretaker carries out regular risk 

assessments, and is responsible for the day to day control of hazardous substances. A log of any 

accidents or incidents is kept in reception for ease of access.  The parish council has provided a 

defibrillator for the benefit of centre users and the wider community.    

 

Financial Procedures and controls 

The trustees agreed the introduction of a Sage package.  This was not satisfactory as it did not 

provide any form of integration with the room booking system.  To ensure completeness and 

accuracy of daily financial transactions a Rialtis accounting and room booking package has been 

purchased. Additional banking controls have been adopted to comply with duality. 

The Treasurer produces regular financial monitoring reports and periodic trading accounts in 

order to monitor financial performance of the Centre against a 3-year forecast. 

 

 

Funding 

The centre continues to receive an unrestricted grant of £5,960 from East Bedlington Parish 

Council and has also residual funding from a  £3710  grant from EDF Blyth Offshore Wind 

Turbine Demonstrator Fund to deliver a repair café.   The Repair Café could not run during 

Covid restrictions and the project has been extended to 30 June 2021. 

Government Covid Grant money  successfully claimed during the year totalled £40,143  and a 

further £21,1045 in Furlough payments was received. 


















