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EAST BEDLINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
England & Wales · Charity number 1150904

Details

Status Registered

Legal form Trust

Registered 2013-02-20

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address East Bedlington Community Centre
16 And 17 Station Street
Bedlington
Northumberland
NE22 7JN

Phone 01670828808

Email eastbedlingtoncommunitycentre@gmail.com

Website www.ebcc.org.uk

Activities

Objects: THE PURPOSE OF THE CHARITY AS HERE SET OUT REFLECTS THE WORDING OF THE
RECREATIONAL CHARITIES ACT 1958 AND CURRENT BEST PRACTICE.

Activities: East Bedlington Community Centre is run by the Community for the Community. We hire out
rooms and host a range of community and voluntary group activities including Welcome Hub and Food Bank,
Activity Days, Pilates, Keep fit, Art Groups, Youth Club, Library Service, office space for East Bedlington
Parish Council, Craft groups, Community Learning, Performing Arts and Residents Groups.

Classification

• How: Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space, Provides Services, Provides Advocacy/advice/information,
Acts As An Umbrella Or Resource Body, Other Charitable Activities

• What: General Charitable Purposes, Education/training, The Prevention Or Relief Of Poverty,
Arts/culture/heritage/science, Economic/community Development/employment, Recreation

• Who: Children/young People, Elderly/old People, People With Disabilities, People Of A Particular Ethnic
Or Racial Origin, Other Charities Or Voluntary Bodies, The General Public/mankind
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Geography

• Northumberland

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-03-31 £72,060 £134,055 - -

2024-03-31 £56,291 £131,867 - -

2023-03-31 £61,968 £92,029 - -

2022-03-31 £73,632 £110,629 - -

2021-03-31 £58,499 £95,894 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Keith Scantlebury Chair 2023-05-02

Dawn Elizabeth Crosby 2025-05-13

Glenda Devlin 2024-10-28

JENNIFER ANNE TINDALE 2012-07-02

Keith Grimes 2024-05-05

Leonard Smith 2019-02-20

RONALD JAMES THORNTON 2012-07-02

RONALD STRAUGHAN 2012-07-02

Rebecca Wilczek 2024-12-10

Roger Spriddell 2025-05-13
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Message from the Chair 

Throughout the financial challenges of 2024 / 2025 the Centre has continued to retain key 

community providers and organise a range of activities for young and older people living in and 

around East Bedlington.  The Trustees are faced with renewed fiscal challenges in 2025-26 with 

increases in salary costs, utilities and insurances. 

We have provided accommodation for Northumberland County Council Alternative Curriculum 

pupils and drama facilities for Cleaswell Hill Special School. 

Youth club provision has been well received and the  school holiday provision has proved very 

popular with all sessions fully booked. 

We note thanks to Cath Cuthbertson who stood down in February as a Trustee due to ill health.  

Cath had made a huge contribution to the success of the Welcome Hub and we wish her well for 

the future.  Liz Leightly also stood down as a Trustee but remains part of the team volunteering 

on a weekly basis. 

Developing the social inclusion offer from the Centre has been important to the Board and we 

offer thanks to Jacqui Wilson who has developed a successful ’Bingo and Butty’ session for our 

local community.  We have also continued to host Bedlington Station Library Service ensuring 

that local people can still have access to reading materials at all ages. 

The Board must also note thanks to East Bedlington Parish Council for their unwavering support, 

which has allowed the Centre to remains stable through what has proved to be a challenging 

year and sow the seeds for growth and development. 

Keith Scantlebury 

Chair 
Objectives of the Charity 

• To secure the best possible outcome for the 

centre whilst working within the boundaries of 

local, regional and national policy.  

• To achieve these aims by promoting the 

principles of personal development, healthy 

lifestyle, well-being, community engagement, 

empowerment and social inclusion. 

• To provide excellent community facilities and 

access to advice, training and support, 

• To encourage the community to play an active 

part in local decision making,  

• To encourage individuals and groups to have 

positive relationships with each other, 

• To support young people into adulthood,  

• To provide healthy lifestyle choices, a 

• To provide any other charitable activity for the 

benefit of the community of East Bedlington and 

the surrounding area. 

Values 

The provision of a community 

centre for the use of the 

inhabitants of the Parish of East 

Bedlington and the surrounding 

area without distinction of sex, 

sexual orientation, age, 

disability, nationality, race, or 

political, religious, or other 

opinions. 

The use of the property for 

meetings, lectures, and classes 

or other forms of recreation and 

leisure time occupation in the 

interest of social welfare and 

with the objects of improving the 

conditions of life for the said 

inhabitants. 



Governance 

The governance framework of the Charity consists of: 

• The Centre’s Trust Deed, which outlines the aims and objectives of the Charity, dictates the appointment of 

trustees and the legal framework in which it must operate. 

• A legal structure to ensure compliance with Charity Law 

• A management hierarchy and reporting structure  

• Financial procedures and controls 

• Risk management  

• Policies & Procedures ( of which a comprehensive review was undertaken in February 2024). 

 

Collectively these policies, procedures, key documents and management arrangements ensure that the Charity is 

run in an efficient and effective manner in compliance with legislation and in  

accordance with its aims and objectives. 

 

Trustees 

The Centre’s trust deed governs the appointment of it’s trustees and the management of the Charity. 
All trustees retire at the AGM and are either re-elected, re-appointed (in the case of Parish Council 
trustees) or replaced. The trustees form the Management Committee and have the power to co-opt a 
further 2 trustees from user groups. The trust deed permits the appointment of up to 4 appointed 
Parish Council trustees and up to 7 community trustees. 

Trustees 

Keith Scantlebury      Chair - Appointed Trustee 

Ron Thornton        Treasurer - Community Trustee 

Len Smith       User Group Trustee 

Keith Grimes       Appointed Trustee 

Jenny Tindale       Secretary - Appointed Trustee 

Ron Straughan      Community Trustee 

Jacqueline Wilson      Community Trustee 

Liz Lightly ( resigned Feb 25    Community Trustee  

Cath Cuthbertson (resigned  Feb 25)  Community Trustee 

Dawn Crosby       Appointed Trustee 

    

 

Insurance  

East Bedlington Parish Council are responsible for insuring the refurbished building and under the terms 

of the sub-lease East Bedlington Community Centre must reimburse the premium incurred by the 

Council. The contents of the building are insured directly by the Centre and the policy is underwritten by 

Hiscox.  The Centre holds public liability and employers liability insurance cover of £10,000,000 



STAFF 

Stacey Price         Centre Manager 

James Hunter        Caretaker  

Natalie Cummings       Cleaner 

Gemma Simm        Facilities Assistant   

Funding 

The centre continues to receive an unrestricted grant of £5,960 from East Bedlington Parish 

Council.  A further £1,000 was granted from Communities Together Hardship Fund to support 

the Welcome Hub and a grant of £ 6385 was received from County Councillor Alex Wallace 

Members Local Improvement Schemes to support the replacement of lighting in the main hall. 





















EAST BEDLINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
England & Wales  -  Charity number 1150904

Accounts



EAST BEDLINGTON  

COMMUNITY CENTRE 

 

ANNUAL REPORT 

2023- 2024 

16 & 17 Station Street 

Bedlington 

NE22 7JN 

01670 828808 

Charity registration no: 

1150904 

www.ebcc.org.uk 



Message from the Chair 

The Centre has faced a number of challenges this year.  The staff have worked hard to develop the business model 

and welcome new user groups to the Centre.  In particular we were pleased to welcome the Bedlington Station 

Library Service ensuring that people living in East Bedlington sill had access to book lending and public access 

computers. 
 

We have welcomed the community to a number of social events which have strengthened community links.  The 

Parish Council Welcome Hub project which is supported by the Community Centre has gone from strength to 

strength, reaching out to socially isolated members of the community and providing  a warm and welcoming space 

to make new friends and receive support and advice from the statutory providers we have encourage to visit. 
 

The Youth Club held at the Centre and delivered by Pride Action North has been another success story.  The mix of 

traditional and outreach youth work has  helped support our younger Centre users on a Friday evening. 
 

During the year we have increased our staffing levels to meet the needs of additional  Centre users.  Whilst this was 

essential to meet customer demand of on average 500 users per week, the financial impact on the Centre has been 

significant. 
 

The development of social event bookings in the Centre has been encouraging with our beneficiaries enjoying live 

music events, breakfast with Santa, pantomimes, birthday parties, christenings, wedding receptions and significant 

birthdays.  Our Christmas Fayre was a  huge success and is something we will be taking forward. 
 

The Trustees look forward to further diversification of our offer in the coming year and delivering more activities 

and events to enrich the lives of those living and visiting East Bedlington. 

Jenny Tindale 
Chair Objectives of the Charity 

• To secure the best possible outcome for the 

centre whilst working within the boundaries of 

local, regional and national policy.  

• To achieve these aims by promoting the 

principles of personal development, healthy 

lifestyle, well-being, community engagement, 

empowerment and social inclusion. 

• To provide excellent community facilities and 

access to advice, training and support, 

• To encourage the community to play an active 

part in local decision making,  

• To encourage individuals and groups to have 

positive relationships with each other, 

• To support young people into adulthood,  

• To provide healthy lifestyle choices, a 

• To provide any other charitable activity for the 

benefit of the community of East Bedlington and 

the surrounding area. 

Values 

The provision of a community 

centre for the use of the 

inhabitants of the Parish of East 

Bedlington and the surrounding 

area without distinction of sex, 

sexual orientation, age, 

disability, nationality, race, or 

political, religious, or other 

opinions. 

The use of the property for 

meetings, lectures, and classes 

or other forms of recreation and 

leisure time occupation in the 

interest of social welfare and 

with the objects of improving the 

conditions of life for the said 

inhabitants. 



Governance 

The governance framework of the Charity consists of: 

• The Centre’s Trust Deed, which outlines the aims and objectives of the Charity, dictates the appointment of 

trustees and the legal framework in which it must operate. 

• A legal structure to ensure compliance with Charity Law 

• A management hierarchy and reporting structure  

• Financial procedures and controls 

• Risk management  

• Policies & Procedures ( of which a comprehensive review was undertaken in February 2024). 

 

Collectively these policies, procedures, key documents and management arrangements ensure that the Charity is 

run in an efficient and effective manner in compliance with legislation and in  

accordance with its aims and objectives. 
 

During 2024/2025 a business plan will be produced. This will be monitored ‘plan through regular reporting against 

key performance indicators.  

Trustees 

The Centre’s trust deed governs the appointment of it’s trustees and the management of the Charity. 
All trustees retire at the AGM and are either re-elected, re-appointed (in the case of Parish Council 
trustees) or replaced. The trustees form the Management Committee and have the power to co-opt a 
further 2 trustees from user groups. The trust deed permits the appointment of up to 4 appointed 
Parish Council trustees and up to 7 community trustees. 

Trustees 

Ian Sewell resigned 12.12.23 Chairperson  community trustee 

Jenny Tindale      Vice-Chairperson Parish Council appointee 

Ron Thornton     Treasurer   Parish Council appointee 

Yvonne Sewell  resigned 12.12.23 Secretary   Community trustee 

Cath Cuthbertson        community trustee 

Liz Leightley         community trustee 

Ron Straughan        community trustee 

Jacqueline Wilson         community trustee 

Brenda Forrest        user group trustee 

Len Smith         user group trustee 

Dawn Crosby         Parish Council appointee 

Keith Scantlebury        Parish Council appointee 

Insurance  

East Bedlington Parish Council are responsible for insuring the refurbished building and under the terms 

of the sub-lease East Bedlington Community Centre must reimburse the premium incurred by the 

Council. The contents of the building are insured directly by the Centre and the policy is underwritten by 

Hiscox.  



STAFF 

Stacey Price         Centre Manager 

James Hunter        Caretaker  

Natalie Cummings       Cleaner 

Gemma Simm        Facilities Assistant   

Funding 

The centre continues to receive an unrestricted grant of £5,960 from East Bedlington Parish 

Council.  A further £1,000 was granted from ALDI Winter Warmer Fund to support the Welcome 

Hub. 
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Message from the Chair 

The Centre reopened in May 2021 and welcomed back groups more fully from June 2021.  Many groups 

still felt anxious returning to face to face meetings and activities.  The Trustees are grateful to the 

organisations who have returned and helped re-establish the Centre. 

The investment in Covid19 PPE equipment proved to be invaluable and helped to build confidence and 

keep our users safe. 

Michelle Brannigan left the organisation in June 21 and we were delighted to welcome back Stacey Price 

in a new role as Facilities Co-ordinator.  In January 2022 we said goodbye to Tommy Barnes our 

Caretaker, who having been with us from the first day had decided to retire.  We wish him well and have 

welcomed James Hunter to our team in the role of Caretaker. 

We were fortunate to be able to offer space to EOTAS who have formed a key part of the Centre’s 

recovery during 2021/22.  In partnership with the Parish Council  and the Matthew Project we have also 

been able to set up a weekly Welcome Hub to support residents impacted by social isolation  and 

hardship following Covid19 and the resulting austerity measures. 

We have strengthened the Platform Trading Ltd Board of Directors and welcomed Dawn Crosby, Bill 

Crosby, John Batey, Alyson Wallace and Mark Wilkinson to the Board.  Mark having subsequently 

withdrawn due to work commitments. 

We have been fortunate to assemble a strong board and can look forward to building on the 

achievements of the last year to  continue to provide the best facilities and opportunities for our 

community  

.Jenny Tindale 

Chairperson 
Objectives of the Charity 

• To secure the best possible outcome for the 

centre whilst working within the boundaries of 

local, regional and national policy.  

• To achieve these aims by promoting the 

principles of personal development, healthy 

lifestyle, well-being, community engagement, 

empowerment and social inclusion. 

• To provide excellent community facilities and 

access to advice, training and support, 

• To encourage the community to play an 

active part in local decision making,  

• To encourage individuals and groups to have 

positive relationships with each other, 

• To support young people into adulthood,  

• To provide healthy lifestyle choices, a 

• To provide any other charitable activity for 

the benefit of the community of East 

Bedlington and the surrounding area. 

Values 

The provision of a 

community centre for the 

use of the inhabitants of 

the Parish of East 

Bedlington and the 

surrounding area without 

distinction of sex, sexual 

orientation, age, disability, 

nationality, race, or 

political, religious, political 

or other opinions. 

The use of the property for 

meetings, lectures, and 

classes or other forms of 

recreation and leisure time 

occupation in the interest 

of social welfare and with 

the objects of improving 

the conditions of life for the 

said inhabitants. 



Governance 

The governance framework of the Charity consists of: 

The Centre’s Trust Deed, which outlines the aims and objectives of the Charity, dictates the 

appointment of trustees and the legal framework in which it must operate. 

A legal structure to ensure compliance with Charity Law 

Financial procedures and controls 

A business plan with key performance indicators with regular reporting against targets 

External monitoring and evaluation 

Risk management along with a regular review of compliance with governing documents, policies 

& procedures, legal requirements and ethical standards 

Collectively these policies, procedures, key documents and management arrangements ensure 

that the Charity is run in an efficient and effective manner in compliance with legislation and in 

accordance with its aims and objectives. 

Trustees 

The Centre’s trust deed governs the appointment of the trustees and the 
management of the Charity. All trustees retire at the AGM and are either re-elected, 
re-appointed (in the case of parish council trustees) or replaced. The trustees form 
the Management Committee and have the power to co-opt a further 2 trustees from 
user groups. The trust deed permits the appointment of up to 4 parish council 
trustees and up to 7 community trustees. 

Trustees 

Jenny Tindale      Chairperson  parish council appointee 

Ron Thornton     Treasurer   parish council appointee 

Cath Cuthbertson    Secretary   community trustee 

Ron Straughan         community trustee 

Rebecca Wilczek        Parish Council appointee 

Len Smith          user group trustee 

Keith Scantlebury        parish council appointee 

Brenda Forrest         user group trustee 

David Jackson         community Trustee 

Ian Sewell          community Trustee 

Lindsey Jordon  (until Sept 2021)    community Trustee 

Insurance  

East Bedlington Parish Council are responsible for insuring the refurbished building and under the terms 
of the sub-lease East Bedlington Community Centre must reimburse the premium incurred by the 
Council. The contents of the building are insured directly by the Centre and the policy is underwritten by 
Hiscox.  



 
STAFF 

Stacey Price         Facilities Co-ordinator 

Tommy Barnes        Caretaker (Jan 2022) 

James Hunter         Caretaker (from Jan 2022) 

Ryan Humble         Kickstart Trainee (Nov 2022) 

Billie Law         Kickstart Trainee (Nov 2022) 

Health & Safety 

An extensive review of Health & Safety within the centre was carried out during 2019/20 by Colin Long. A 

revised policy statement was agreed by the trustees. The centre staff undertake many daily, weekly and 

annual checks. All equipment is maintained to manufacturers specifications and regular fire safety checks 

are carried out. The Caretaker carries out regular risk assessments, and is responsible for the day to day 

control of hazardous substances. A log of any accidents or incidents is kept in reception for ease of 

access.  The parish council has provided a defibrillator for the benefit of centre users and the wider 

community.    

 

Financial Procedures and controls 

The trustees agreed the introduction of a Sage package.  This was not satisfactory as it did not provide 

any form of integration with the room booking system.  To ensure completeness and accuracy of daily 

financial transactions a Rialtis accounting and room booking package has been purchased. Additional 

banking controls have been adopted to comply with duality. 

The Treasurer produces regular financial monitoring reports and periodic trading accounts in order to 

monitor financial performance of the Centre against a 3-year forecast. 

 

Funding 

The centre continues to receive an unrestricted grant of £5,960 from East Bedlington Parish Council.  

Grant funding from the Blyth Offshore Windfarm Demonstrator Fund was spent in full following a 

successful Sew Like A Pro course which met with the aims and objectives of the original bid. 

Further external funding has not been sought as the prudent financial management throughout the 

lockdown period had resulted in significant reserves.  A new business plan will be developed in 2022 to 

identify the Centre’s direction for the next three years. 

Kickstart was a national government programme to give young people aged 16 to 25 years real work 

experience over a six month period.  The programme provided for 25 hours paid work which needed to 

include job search and training.  One of our participants managed to secure a place at university with a 

view of joining the Police Force. During their time with us training was successfully completed in first aid, 

food hygiene, evacuation procedures, Barista & bar sales and health & safety. 
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Message from the Chair 

The Centre has been closed for much of this financial year.  A small window of operation being 

permitted in late September / October 2020. The benefit was purely to the trading arm Platform 

Trading Ltd.  As the financial year 2020/21 draws to a close we can only hope that it becomes 

safe to re-open the Centre and welcome back our community. 

The staff remained on furlough leave with the exception of the small autumn window.  The 

Trustees ensured that full pay was received by our contracted staff to support them throughout 

the lockdown period.   

The Trustees have monitored the building and fielded queries over the lockdown period. A 

significant level of investment in PPE has been made to ensure that the Centre is in the best 

place possible when able to reopen and safely host activities.  

Jenny Tindale 

Chair 

Objectives of the Charity 

• To secure the best possible outcome for 

the centre whilst working within the 

boundaries of local, regional and national 

policy.  

• To achieve these aims by promoting the 

principles of personal development, 

healthy lifestyle, well-being, community 

engagement, empowerment and social 

inclusion. 

• To provide excellent community facilities 

and access to advice, training and 

support, 

• To encourage the community to play an 

active part in local decision making,  

• To encourage individuals and groups to 

have positive relationships with each 

other, 

• To support young people into adulthood,  

• To provide healthy lifestyle choices, a 

• To provide any other charitable activity 

for the benefit of the community of East 

Bedlington and the surrounding area. 

Values 

The provision of a 

community centre for the 

use of the inhabitants of 

the Parish of East 

Bedlington and the 

surrounding area without 

distinction of sex, sexual 

orientation, age, 

disability, nationality, 

race, or political, 

religious, political or 

other opinions. 

The use of the property 

for meetings, lectures, 

and classes or other 

forms of recreation and 

leisure time occupation 

in the interest of social 

welfare and with the 

objects of improving the 

conditions of life for the 

said inhabitants. 



Governance 

The governance framework of the Charity consists of: 

The Centre’s Trust Deed, which outlines the aims and objectives of the Charity, dictates the 

appointment of trustees and the legal framework in which it must operate. 

A legal structure to ensure compliance with Charity Law 

A management hierarchy and reporting structure  

Financial procedures and controls 

A business plan with key performance indicators with regular reporting against targets 

External monitoring and evaluation 

Risk management  

A governance sub group which reviews compliance with governing documents, policies & 

procedures, legal requirements and ethical standards 

Collectively these policies, procedures, key documents and management arrangements ensure 

that the Charity is run in an efficient and effective manner in compliance with legislation and in 

accordance with its aims and objectives. 

Trustees 

The Centre’s trust deed governs the appointment of the trustees and the 
management of the Charity. All trustees retire at the AGM and are either re-elected, 
re-appointed (in the case of parish council trustees) or replaced. The trustees form 
the Management Committee and have the power to co-opt a further 2 trustees from 
user groups. The trust deed permits the appointment of up to 4 parish council 
trustees and up to 7 community trustees. 

Trustees 

Jenny Tindale      Chairperson  parish council appointee 

Ron Thornton     Treasurer   parish council appointee 

Cath Cuthbertson    Secretary   community trustee 

Lindsey Jordan        community trustee 

Ron Straughan        community trustee 

Gillian Berkley         community trustee 

Rebecca Wilczek        community trustee 

Len Smith         user group trustee 

John Batey         parish council appointee 

Keith Scantlebury        parish council appointee 

Insurance  

East Bedlington Parish Council are responsible for insuring the refurbished building and under 
the terms of the sub-lease East Bedlington Community Centre must reimburse the premium 
incurred by the Council. The contents of the building are insured directly by the Centre and the 
policy is underwritten by Hiscox.  



STAFF 

Michelle Brannigan     Centre Development Manager 

Thomas Barnes     Caretaker  

   

The staff were subject to furlough under the government scheme from 23 March 2020.  A short 

return to work was permitted in Autumn 2020.   

Administrative cover continued to be provided by the parish council appointed trustees 

throughout the lockdown period. 

Health & Safety 

An extensive review of Health & Safety within the centre was carried out during 2019/20 by Colin 

Long. A revised policy statement was agreed by the trustees. The centre staff undertake many 

daily, weekly and annual checks. All equipment is maintained to manufacturers specifications 

and regular fire safety checks are carried out. The Caretaker carries out regular risk 

assessments, and is responsible for the day to day control of hazardous substances. A log of any 

accidents or incidents is kept in reception for ease of access.  The parish council has provided a 

defibrillator for the benefit of centre users and the wider community.    

 

Financial Procedures and controls 

The trustees agreed the introduction of a Sage package.  This was not satisfactory as it did not 

provide any form of integration with the room booking system.  To ensure completeness and 

accuracy of daily financial transactions a Rialtis accounting and room booking package has been 

purchased. Additional banking controls have been adopted to comply with duality. 

The Treasurer produces regular financial monitoring reports and periodic trading accounts in 

order to monitor financial performance of the Centre against a 3-year forecast. 

 

 

Funding 

The centre continues to receive an unrestricted grant of £5,960 from East Bedlington Parish 

Council and has also residual funding from a  £3710  grant from EDF Blyth Offshore Wind 

Turbine Demonstrator Fund to deliver a repair café.   The Repair Café could not run during 

Covid restrictions and the project has been extended to 30 June 2021. 

Government Covid Grant money  successfully claimed during the year totalled £40,143  and a 

further £21,1045 in Furlough payments was received. 
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