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I 

Dár gcairde agus ár gcomhaltaí go léir 

To all our dear friends and members, 

 

2022 - 2023 has been a bit of a hectic time for Coventry Irish Society. The last 18 

months has really tested the charities agility and resilience in facing up to 
change, new challenges and priorities. What has become clear within these last 
months is the amount of talent and work which will be required in the coming 

years to set the Charity up for success in the future. I am happy with the chal-

lenges that we as a charity have overcome recently: 

Office move 

Office renovation and new set up  

Recruitment 

Funding Audit 

Survivors project 

These are just a few which have been guided by the board of Trustees and the 

Management Team.  

 

Financially we are in a better place than we have been for a long time however we 

are still not able to meet the requirements of match funding , this is something 
we need our members and supporters to help us with. Fundraising will be a piv-

otal focus for the society over the next few years.  

 

This year we will embark on understanding what our vision means to our mem-
bers and the community we wish to support, we are passionately dedicated to en-
suring our community and indeed the city we serve is fully aware of the services 

that we offer and our identity. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our staff for the hard work and 
dedication they have shown in the past 18 months but above all the passion and 

care they support our members on a daily basis.  

 

As always we are grateful for all our supporters and donors, in particular the Em-

igrant Support Programme and all our associate members.  

 

Sincerely 

 

Rory Ryan 
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          Managers Report  

The Charity continues to focus its attention on supporting the vulnerable      

members of the Irish community. Over 100 vulnerable Irish people have received     

significant support from the charity since our last AGM. Our day to day           
enquiries, Irish Passports, Utility bills, Welfare and Health enquiries has provided 

a service to more than 1200 people in the last 12 months. Irish Citizenship      

enquiries are still hugely popular and account for around 50% of all day to day 

enquiries. 

Our Irish Survivors support service continues to help 50 Survivors across the 

West Midlands. On March 20th 2024, the new payments scheme for Mother and 

Baby Home Survivors will be opened. Our service will then be in much higher demand. We are    
delighted to have funding from the Irish government’s ‘Emigrant Support Programme’ for a full time 

officer for this project. We are also delighted to announce that the ‘Big Lottery’ has kindly funded 4 

Lunch Clubs per year for Irish Survivors for the next 2 years as well as some outreach work        

covering the Midlands. 

We were delighted to relaunch our ‘Betty Hunter Dementia Support Group’ in tribute to the late 

Betty Hunter, who was so brilliant at proving Dementia support services in Coventry. Betty’s     

company ‘Care Associates’ are helping us organise the group and have become a main supporter of 
the Charity, which is fantastic news!. Thank you to Gez and Helen Hunter for your support! 

The Claddagh Group relocated to CIS, Eaton House in March 2023, The group is going strong! They 

are a fantastic group with around 50 members that meet every Tuesday 12pm-2pm, new members 

are always welcome. 

In addition, the ‘Irish Friendship Group’ is another longstanding fantastic group that is now     

meeting at Eaton House 12-2pm every Friday and again are always welcoming to new members. 

Thank you to both of these groups for their fantastic support of the Charity!. 

Our Lunch Clubs are still well attended and we look forward to our St Patrick’s Day week event at 

Christ the King on the 15th March. 

Another great development this year was our partnership with ‘Message to Margaret’ and it is the 

Charity’s privilege to rename our Irish language school after the late Margaret Keane. Thanks to the 
Message to Margaret team for your all your help this year! Caroline Brogan deserves a special    

mention for organising the 25th Anniversary of the Good Friday Agreement that the Charity was 

delighted to host. 

Our new spacious premises has given the Charity a new dimension, including our social befriend-

ing projects and our Oral History exhibition ‘Irish Heart, Coventry Home’. now on permanent       

display at the Charity, there are wonderful photographs and quotes that are part of the exhibition. 

We now have a monthly E-Newsletter which is building subscribers and is a facility for the whole 
Irish community to communicate with Coventry Irish. We encourage new members through our 

campaign for direct debit contributors of £2 per-month. We are sincerely hoping that this increases 

the number of Second and Third Generation Irish people joining the charity. 

Our 30th Anniversary Summer Ball at Christ the King was a great success! Thank you to all our 

friends and stakeholders that supported the event! 

I would like to thank our main funder the ‘Emigrant Support Programme’ for all their fantastic  

support of the charity and the Irish community in Coventry and Warwickshire. Also, to our other 

funders the ‘Big Lottery and the ‘Ireland Fund of Great Britain’ and the City Council. I would like to 
thank our Trustees that diligently support the charity as volunteers and our honorary president 

David Cairns, who continues to support the charity and raises awareness of the Irish community’s 

needs. David was 90 years old in June 2023 and still campaigns on social justice matters! 

Mostly to thank our members, volunteers, and clients for their contribution to the charity. Our 

whole purpose depends on you, and we are grateful for the opportunity to support you and work 

with you.      Simon McCarthy—Have a Great St. Patrick’s Day! 
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Simon Hayes Health 

Outreach Worker  

  

   

Since March 2022, I have been working remotely with Coventry Irish as a    

Digital Officer. This role ensures the charity’s voice is amplified across digital 

and social media channels including Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, Web and      

E-marketing.  My background is in digital marketing for the cultural sector 

across the U.K, utilising the latest technologies to develop strong digital identi-
ties.  

 

In the previous year, I have helped Coventry Irish to improve their digital     

presence across social and web channels, including auditing and re-developing key areas including    

mailing lists, a new website and networking across social channels to share news of upcoming events 

and charity updates within Coventry Irish and their wider network.  

Our E-Newsletter is now published on a monthly basis, with some great volunteers helping create        

interesting content, Thank you in particular to Kate O’Mahony who has written some great articles in 
2024. 

Thank you also to our new specialist volunteer, Liam McGurk who is helping me analyse our website and 
social media traffic that we are using to inform the success of post types and successful engagement 

rates, which informs how social channels are used to disseminate information types.  This includes    

employment and job offers from the charity and associated organisations, charity and affiliated group 

events and updates regarding Emigrant Support Programme and National Lottery Funding.  

Looking forward to 2024, I will continue to work on helping to populate the exciting new website, aiming 

to increase membership and donation rates by building a strong digital network.    
 Warmest Wishes Grainne Fellowes        

I am delighted to be part of the Irish Society team since November 2023. In my role as Health Outreach 
Worker, I support the Irish community with a wide range of enquires including a large number of Irish 
Passport and Irish Citizenship enquires (around 50% of the total of our day to day enquires). 
So many our Second and Third Generation Irish are interested in getting their citizenship, that was    
given a great impetus by the Brexit vote in 2016. 
It is always the Irish Society’s intention to encourage people to get their Irish Citizenship to 
acknowledge and celebrate their heritage. However, since the implementation of ‘Brexit’ practicalities 
such as queuing and restrictions on length of stays in other European countries has given people the   
incentive to apply . 
My main focus as the Health Outreach Worker is to ensure that the vulnerable Irish community are    
receiving the correct entitlements and that they are assisted to access health and welfare services that 
they may otherwise not receive without the support of a culturally sensitive service such as the         
Coventry Irish Society. 
It has been great to be here to talk to and meet so many great people that are part of that wonderful Irish 
community that came to Coventry after the war to rebuild the city and contribute in so many ways. 
It is a great pleasure to be here with the Irish Heart Coventry Home exhibition on permanent display. I 
had the pleasure of building the Irish bar in the original exhibition at the Herbert where 700 people 
came to the opening night!. 
If anyone needs assistance with their passports or health and welfare I am here Monday to Friday 10am
-1pm and 2pm-4pm for advice and information. 
 
Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 
Simon Hayes 

Gráinne Fellowes (Digital Officer) 
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Dear all , 

 

I would like to start by thanking everyone I have already had the pleasure of 

meeting for being so warm and welcoming. 

 

From March 2022 until November 2023 I was delighted to be the Charity’s 

Health Outreach Worker. In that role, I was responsible for welfare advice, 

such as; benefits, housing, energy and counselling referrals. I also assisted 

with all aspects of Irish citizenship, the majority of which being Passport    

Renewals but also includes first time applications and foreign birth             

registrations. 

I am so thankful to be able to spend so much time amongst the Irish           

community here in Coventry and it is an honor to be able to support you.  

 

 

I was delighted to be redeployed in the Irish Survivors role in November 2023. I am aware of the needs of 

Irish Survivors and I will do my very best to ensure they have an exemplary service and receive the correct 

support.  

 

The forthcoming ‘ Mother and Baby Home’ payments scheme that opens on the 20th March 2024 will    

dramatically increase the amount of Irish Survivors requesting support from the service.. 

An estimated 13000 Irish Survivors in the UK are eligible to apply, therefore,  with only 3 specialist       

services nationally (Coventry, London and the Northwest) there could be a huge demand on the service. 

 

I work closely with the Immigrant Counselling and Support Service that has specialist knowledge to      

provide counselling to Irish Survivors. The service is free to Irish Survivors and their children. 

 

There is also a key role to play in applying for and requesting records for Irish Survivors. This can be very 

traumatic for Irish Survivors revisiting their past and they will need a considerable amount of support to do 

so. 

 

I am so happy to be a part of CIS and look forward to continue supporting its members and  helping to  

contribute towards bringing the Coventry Irish Community together.  

 

I look forward to seeing you all soon. 

 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 

 

Warmest wishes  

 

Nikita Smith 

   

 

 

Nikita Smith 
Irish Survivors Outreach Worker 
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                           Statement of Financial Activities 

OVENTRY IRISH SOCIETY 
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 
(Incorporating the Income and Expenditure Account 
For Years Ended December 31st 2022 

  Unrestricted 
Funds 

Restricted 
Funds 

2022 2021 

INCOMING RESOURCES         

Donations and Fundraising 6,289   6,289 3,586 

Membership & Sales 1,345   1,345 940 

Emigrant Support Programme 
Less Clawback (see Note 2) 

  83,663 83,663 57,483 

UK Lottery/Covid Grant   215 215 Nil 

Other Grants 1,050   1,050 3,000 

Total incoming resources 8,684 83,878 92,562 65,009 

          

RESOURCES EXPENDED         

Staff costs (including NI) 
Covid Costs 

  52,767 52,767 47,253 

Survivors' Project   1,391 1,391   

Other Projects & Charitable Activities 5,856   5,856   

Other expenses and support costs 11,295   11,295 8,393 

Office Rent   6,000 6,000 9,000 

Total resources expended 17,151 60,158 77,309 64,646 

Surplus/(Deficit) Net outgoing resources (8,467) 23,720 15,253 363 
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Balance Sheet 2022 

 

 
 
The Society decided in 2021 to change the way it treats restricted funds to something 
more transparent.  Restricted Funds are to be those funds which have been allocated to 
specific purposes and which, remaining unspent, therefore represent liabilities to be sat-
isfied in the future.  At 31st December 2022 these funds amounted to £37,581 (see Note 
2).  The balance, a negative balance of £7,490 (2021 £48,287 has been taken to Unre-
stricted Funds. 

COVENTRY IRISH SOCIETY - BALANCE SHEET 
AS AT 31st DECEMBER 2022 

  2022 2021 

FIXED ASSETS (Net Book Value) 
See Note 3 below 

  35   52 

          

CURRENT ASSETS         

Bank and cash 61,687   64,831   

Total Current Assets 61,687   64,831   

          

CURRENT LIABILITIES         

Deferred income (ESP Grant) 
(see Note 2) 

(36,438)   (56,225)   

Other Creditors (150)       

Accruals (Credit Card) (551)   (393)   

PAYE & NI (592)   (327)   

Total Current Liabilities (38,481)   (56,945)   

Net Current Assets  
(Working Capital) 

23,156 23,156 7,886 7,886 

TOTAL NET ASSETS   23,191   7,938 

          

Surplus/(Deficit) for the Year   15,253   363 

Fund Balances Brought Forward   7,938   7,575 

Fund Balances Carried Forward   23,191   7,938 

          

FUNDS         

Unrestricted funds   (56,754)   (48,287) 

Restricted funds   89,878   56,225 

TOTAL   23,191   7,938 
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Irish Friendship 
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