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2024 was a significant year for the museum as it marks the 50th Anniversary of the Society that 

started to collect exhibits for display and the 40th Anniversary of the society becoming a registered 

charity.  These anniversaries culminated in the museum volunteers being notified in October that His

Majesty King Charkes II had recognised the good work of the volunteers by bestowing the King 

Award for Volunteer Services on the museum.  Such a high honour was a fantastic way to close the 

year.

Museum development continued throughout the year with considerable volunteer time and money 

invested in improving the visual appearance of the site.  It has been the largest area of expenditure 

and has been met with many favourable comments from the visitors.  The major investment in 2024 

was the recertification of the fixed electric wiring and the laying of new ducting for a planned re-

routing of the incoming electric supply.

The museum was able to hold a number of events through the year.  One highlight was a very 

successful emergency services day hosted on behalf of the Special Lionesses.  Living history 

weekends were also a success along with the first scale model show for a very long time.  All the 

events were well attended.  We were pleased to welcome the Mayoress of Sunderland in August to 

lead a wreath laying ceremony to mark the anniversary of the attack on the North of England by the 

Luftwaffe in 1940.  The event saw multiple wreaths being laid.

In terms of collection development there were two significant arrivals.  Thanks to RAF Heritage the 

museum was able to unveil a British Aerospace Hawk T.1 aircraft at a ceremony in May.  The event 

was hosted by the Lord Lieutenant of Tyne and Wear and included representatives of the 

Lieutenancy from Northumberland, Durham and North Yorkshire.  There was also a large RAF 

contingent and Civic representative from all the Tyne and Wear boroughs and Newcastle.

In September the museum was also able to add a Victa Airtourer G-ATCL which is an aircraft that 

spent nearly all its flying career at Sunderland Airport.  The aircraft was kindly donated by its last 

owner and placed on display in the re-vamped Civil Transport shed.

The museum continued to support the community by hosting school visits. The museum has an 

active programme with four specialist autism support providers to help those in the transition to 

world of work.  

Financially, 2024 has seen an increase in income of close to 40% from visitor admissions which 

reflects the hard work of the volunteers in improving and promoting the museum.  At the year end  

there was a small increase in funds  The museum trustees take a prudent view and aim to keep a 

liquid funds equivalent to 6 months operational costs in reserves.

David Charles on behalf of the Trustees
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