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Trustees Annual Report 2022 

The trustees welcomed 2022 as a return to full opening following the COVID pandemic. 

We are pleased to report that visitors to the museum returned the museum in numbers comparable 

with Pre-Covid levels.   

Volunteers soon returned in numbers comparable to the pre-Covid levels which permitted projects 

and school visits to start. 

Considerable time and money continues to be invested in improving the visual appearance of the 

site.  It has been the largest area of expenditure and has been met with many favourable comments 

from the visitors.  The major investment in 2022 was the re-configuration of the tram shed to 

prepare for a new exhibition on automotive manufacture planned for 2023. 

The museum was able to hold a number of events through the year one highlight was a very 

successful classic car show supported by local car owners.  In May the Mayor and Mayoress of 

Sunderland lead commemorations to mark the 40th Anniversary of the Falklands Campaign.  The 

event was supported by over 50 veterans.  As part of this event the museum were able to obtain the 

loan of a Sea Harrier aircraft to display alongside the Argentine Pucara.  The owner of the aircraft has 

subsequently gifted the aircraft to the museum in recognition of the good work it carries out. 

Another exhibit arrived towards the end of the year when the RAF moved a Hawker Hunter from 

RAF Waddington for it to be prepared for display at RAF Boulmer.  This is an important part of ou 

partnership with the Royal Air Force.  This partnership also saw personnel from RAF Leeming 

attending for a training day and in August and wreath laying in November. 

The museum continued to support the community by offering work experience to local schools, 

hosting school visits and training placements with both Sunderland and Newcastle Colleges. The 

museum has an active programme with four specialist autism support providers to help those in the 

transition to work.  Of the 12,500 visitors per year approximately 20% are part of the community 

support programme which provides access to schools and community groups. 

Financially, 2022 has been a continued investment in improving the museum.  At the year end the 

museum showed a reduction in funds due to the level of investment in improving the museum.  The 

museum trustees take a prudent view and aim to keep a reserve equivalent to 6 months operational 

costs in reserve. 

David Charles on behalf of the Trustees 
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