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This year has been a challenge for the museum and trustees as it has been for most charities. 

The year started in January with the plan to re-arrange the main display hall and refresh the aircraft 
collection.  With the assistance of GJD Aviation two long standing exhibits that were on loan from 
the National Museum of the United States Air Force were extracted from the main hall for re-
allocation to museums in Poland and Wales. 

This acted as the catalyst for a complete re-arrangement of the building to bring in new exhibits and 
assemble some other exhibits.  The work was brought to a halt by the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
enforced closure.  Fortunately, as the stay at home restrictions were lifted a small team of regular 
volunteers were able to return to the museum to complete the re-arrangement. 

The final exhibits were put into place a matter of days before the museum was re-opened to the 
volunteers and the public.  The new arrangement has been a great success with many volunteers 
commenting that it is like a new museum. 

Considerable time and money continues to be invested in improving the visual appearance of the 
site.  After staff costs it has been the largest area of expenditure and has been met with many 
favourable comments from the visitors. 

The museum was able to hold an important community event to mark the 80th Anniversary of the 
Defence of the North East of England on the 15Th August.  The event was led by Susan Winfield the 
Lord Lieutenant of Tyne and Wear and supported by the Mayor & Mayoress of Sunderland and the 
Royal Air Force.  A ceremony was held in to honour the role of 607 Squadron and their part flying 
from the museum site.   

The museum continued to support the community by offering work experience to local schools, 
hosting school visits and training placements with both Sunderland and Newcastle Colleges.  

Financially, 2020 has been a time for investing in improving the museum.  The museum has 
benefited from the furlough scheme and the Local Rates Support Grants to defray some fo the 
COVID-19 financial challenges.  At the year end the museum showed a healthy surplus of income 
over expenditure.  The museum trustees take a prudent view and aim to keep a reserve equivalent 
to 6 months operational costs in reserve. 

 

 

 



As chair I look back on 2020 with pride in the volunteers and trustees for the way that they have 
overcome the challenges presented by a global pandemic.  We will look forward to a full return of 
visitors  

David Charles 

Chair 

North East Land, Sea and Air Museum 
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