
 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 LYNDON METHODIST CHURCH


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Melton Avenue

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Solihull

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 West Midlands

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 B92 7QX


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Telephone: 07930 617301


TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT


September, 2023 - August, 2024


Lyndon Methodist Church


Melton Avenue


Solihull


West Midlands


B92 7QX


Website:  www.lyndonmethodist.org.uk


E-Mail.     lyndonmethodist@btconnect.com


	 


http://www.lyndonmethodist.org.uk


 

TRUSTEES AND MANAGEMENT


The Church belongs to the Birmingham Methodist Circuit and the Minister who has overall 
Pastoral Charge for Lyndon is Rev Karen Webber.


The Church is managed overall by a group of Trustees.  These consist of leaders of various 
groups that are run within the Church together with a number of Church Members who are 
elected democratically at the Annual Church Meeting to represent the interests of the 
Congregation in general.


The Trustees elected to the Church Council at present are as under noted:-


Rev Karen Webber

Lorraine Simpson

Tony Ludlow

John Evans

Janet Rudge

Sarah Marks

Jez Wassall

Pam Walton

Hazel Kench

Ian Smith

Jayne Kilding

Jo Hancock

Claire Frew

Roger Hancock

Chris Rowe

Lynne Tyler

Kate Collen

Trevor Bodfish

Ermine Mitchell

Mahya Tazh

Indira Costa-Silva

Angela Millgate

Marion Painter

Aghdas Shahbaz


The Church aims to provide spiritual needs to meet all age groups and has an act of worship 
every Sunday morning.  Young children are encouraged to come but have a ‘Time Out’ where they 
go and do activities. 


For those who prefer a slower more informal type of service, a monthly evening Sunday Service is 
held.  It is open for anyone to attend but has been found to be particularly beneficial for people 
with learning disabilities.


Lyndon endeavours to reach out to the wider community by giving support to those in the local 
community as well as within the U.K. or indeed worldwide.




 

Time Out -  This is where Children leave the main Church Service and go and do their own 
activities and then return to the main Church Service just before the Service ends.  Currently 
around six children participate together with a group of adults who work on a rota system.


During the year the children take an active role in a few of the main Church Services  such as at 
Christmas and Easter,  These services have become known as All Age Services and have become 
both successful and popular and are enjoyed by all.


Lunch Club - This meets weekly on a Friday during Term Time and provides an opportunity where 
Church Members, who may be living on their own, and is also open to individuals from the 
community to come and have some social interaction as well as having a three course meal at a 
reasonable cost.  Around twelve to fourteen attend on average but this can fluctuate a little from 
week to week.


Ladies Club -  This is a Club which meets on a fortnightly basis and is an opportunity for Church 
Members and anyone from the local community to come and share a time together.  It is informal 
and sometimes activities are carried out out such as games but overall it is a pleasant time to 
socialise and enjoy refreshments together.  Around twelve-fourteen ladies attend.


Stay and Play - This Group has been running for twelve months.  It is for young children and their 
guardians - whether it be the Mother, Grandmother or other responsible adult to spend time 
together and allow the children to play.  At the moment there are around five regular attendees but 
there are some who come less regularly and so possibly up to around 10 attend per week.  
Usually the session ends with either a story or a sing-a-long.  Refreshments are given to both the 
children and the adults present.  A small charge is made to attend.


Lyndon People - This is an opportunity for anyone who likes a slower pace of Service in a more 
informal setting to attend.  It occurs once a month and is on a Sunday evening.  It has been of 
particular relevance to those with a learning disability but is open to all.  Numbers attending can 
fluctuate between ten and twenty.


Bible Group and Prayer Group - This is a small group that meets monthly on a Wednesday 
evening where there is a time of prayer together with an in depth look at a passage of Scripture.


Girls Brigade - At the present time this group has around 33 girls.  They meet weekly but 
throughout the year arrange additional events and functions such as organising a Quiz Night 
which was open to the Church Community as well as to the  local community.


Boys Brigade -  This group has in recent times started up again.  Although numbers are static 
around nine boys attend but efforts are ongoing to try and increase this number.  They meet up on 
the same night as the Girls Brigade and thus some activities are undertaken jointly although both 
groups retain their own identities.


Lets - The Church lets out its premises to a number of groups.  Some of these are charitable 
organisations whilst others are business enterprises.  All of these groups provide various activities 
for people in the local community.  Two Guest Churches also rent our premises.


It goes without saying that Lyndon would be unable to function without the support of the many 
volunteers.  These volunteers carry out various duties whether it be assisting with the Worship 
and organisation of it, preparing food and the serving of it and accountancy to name but a few.  
However, in whatever capacity they serve, a grateful thanks has to be extended to them.  If 
anyone would like to volunteer, then they can be accommodated.




 
The Church’s activities are only a brief resume but further details can be provided on request.


SUMMARY OF ACTIVITY FOR PERIOD SEPTEMBER, 2023 - 
AUGUST, 2024


As with many Churches, Lyndon has found that things have been slightly different since trying to 
resume following the Covid Pandemic.  Generally numbers attending various groups have not 
been as high although there are exceptions to this.


The Church is situated on the borders of Solihull and Birmingham and thus it is in an extremely 
good position to attract groups that wish to rent our premises.  Thus we have quite a big number 
of lets, the income of which does help to supplement our Church Collections.


Throughout the year various services have been held in an attempt to try and attract people from 
the local community to attend.  As an example if an All Age Service is held, then often parents/
guardians of the children participating will attend.  Several events throughout the year have been 
held which have been for the Church Members as well as the local community and such 
examples are the Christmas Fayre and the Quiz Night which was organised by the Girls Brigade.


The Church Magazine continues to be produced every two months.  This proves to be a useful 
source to convey information and also to impart tips on the Community Page on how to be 
economical at the present time together with some interesting articles.  It is available electronically 
as well as in hard copy form to try and cater for all.


STEWARD’S REPORT -  On average around 40-50 attend Morning Worship but this figure can 
fluctuate depending on if a special service is being held or if the weather is not good.  Sadly there 
are a few people who are now unable to come to Church owing to becoming housebound or 
having to go into a Home but on the positive side we have been very pleased to welcome a few 
new people.  Several of them have become members and others attend as Adherents.


At the present time there is only one official Steward in post.  However, a team of volunteers 
support her on a rota basis with preparation for the actual Service together with carrying out the 
various duties on a Sunday Morning and this appears to be working well.  For the future, it is 
hoped that more Stewards will be forthcoming.


On the Pastoral side of things, the overall responsibility is with the Minister but she is well 
supported by a group of visitors.   These individuals have kept in touch with the Church Members, 
offering support where necessary.  Sadly during the year the Pastoral Secretaries had to step 
down due to personal reasons.


During the year Data Protection and Safeguarding have been adhered to as per the current 
legislation and the Methodist Church Rules.


After each Communion Service a retiring collection is taken and any monies received are utilised 
at the Minister’s discretion to help anyone who is experiencing difficulties and possible hardship.




 

PUBLIC BENEFIT


Lyndon is of public benefit in many ways.  From a worship viewpoint, we endeavour to offer a 
warm welcome to all and have a number of Services throughout the year where people from the 
local community are especially invited to attend.  Social activities throughout the year are also 
arranged where the local community are particularly welcomed such as at the Christmas Fayre 
and the occasional Saturday Evening Social Event.


The Church has a number of organisations that rent our premises.  Some of the lets are from 
Charitable Organisations whilst others are business organisations but nevertheless they all 
provide a benefit to the Church Family as a whole together with the local community.


Two Guest Churches also rent our premises and so we cater for people who might have a slightly 
different style of worship or views.  During the year, Lyndon went through the process to allow us 
to be registered to be able to carry out Same Sex Marriages.


Lyndon also acts as a Local Polling Station when elections are being undertaken.  This means that 
there are individuals who enter our building who may not otherwise do so and so it is an 
opportunity for them to see what happens within the building from reading the posters on the wall.


All the activities that are held are open to all.


FINANCIAL


The accounts are prepared annually and follow the Methodist Year and hence start from 
September and end in August.  Thus the Accounts for 2023-2024 are now in the process of being 
finalised.  However, at the moment it does show that we are in credit and also have a reasonable 
reserve balance and reveals that we have had a net increase of £8,500 approximately (final 
precise figure to be finalised).


It is evident from the accounts that the amount that is collected in collections would not be 
sufficient to run the premises and in this connection we are dependant on getting extra money 
from our lets.  We are fortunate in that we have a number of lets including the two guest Churches 
that supplement our income.


Whilst at the moment we would seem to be in a reasonable financial position, the future does 
come with a certain amount of uncertainty as we are aware that certain property repairs including 
painting outside and electrical work are necessary together with the possibility of upgrading the 
computer system.  All of this work is likely to be costly.


As regard to the heating and lighting, we are at the moment on a fixed tariff until December, 2025.


Obviously exact financial figures can be seen in the actual Accounts.
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