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TRUSTEES AND MANAGEMENT

The Church belongs to the Birmingham Methodist Circuit and the Minister who has overall
Pastoral Charge for Lyndon is Rev Karen Webber.

The Church is managed overall by a group of Trustees. These consist of leaders of various
groups that are run within the Church together with a number of Church Members who are
elected democratically at the Annual Church Meeting to represent the interests of the
congregation in general.

The Trustees elected to the Church Council at present are as under noted:-

Rev Karen Webber
Trevor Bodfish
Karen Burgess
Tony Ludlow
Janet Rudge
Sarah Marks

Pam Walton
Andrew Wassall
Claire Frew

Chris Rowe

Lynne Tyler

lan Smith

Roger Hancock
Adrian Burgess
Kate Collen

Kim Smith
Lorraine Sibson
Hazel Kench
Johanna Hancock
Ermine Mitchell - (appointed 21st May, 2023)
Jacqueline Wassall - (appointed 21st May, 2023)

The Church aims to provide spiritual needs to meet all age groups and has an act of worship
every Sunday morning. Young children are encouraged to come but have a ‘Time Out’ where they
do activities. Lyndon endeavours to reach out to the wider community by supporting those on the
margins either locally, within the U.K. or indeed worldwide.



SUMMARY OF ACTIVITY FOR PERIOD SEPTEMBER, 2022 - AUGUST, 2023

As with many Churches and organisations, Lyndon began by slowly trying to resume Church
Services and activities similar to those held before the Covid Pandemic. Many of the Groups
within the Church have returned together with the Groups that we let out our premises to during
the week but sadly there have also been losses. Overall, however, the lets are increasing and we
have been pleased to welcome new Groups.

Throughout the year the Church has held a number of ‘special’ Services and events such as at
Christmas and Easter. At Christmas we held our usual Christmas Fayre and we were pleased that
the young Children from the local Primary School were able to come and sing carols to us and
during January, 2023 some children came to the Church from the local Primary School to find out
about the Church in general as part of a project they were undertaking. In the run up to Christmas
we also facilitated the School in performing their annual nativity play in the worship space.

The Church Magazine continues to be produced on a bi-monthly basis and is a useful means of
communication to the Church Members and Adherents in general together with some in the wider
community and it is available in hard copy (ordinary print or large print) and electronically in an
endeavour to meet all needs.

STEWARD’S REPORT - Around 40-50 people attend the Sunday Morning Worship on average
although this figure can fluctuate depending on circumstances such as the weather and if there is
a Special Service being celebrated then the number of people attending can be higher.

During the year, there have been a number of new people starting to come to the morning
Services and we have been very pleased to welcome them. A couple have now become
Members and we are hopeful that there will be some more in the future.

There are four stewards who oversee the preparation of the Church in readiness for the Service
who are also supported with other individuals who assist whether it be as a Welcome Steward or
helping with the technical aspects of the Service such as putting it on powerpoint or operating the
computer during the Service. A Management Group also meet usually monthly to help in the
planning of services and other general management issues within the Church and they report
back to the Trustees.

The Church has a number of Pastoral Visitors overseen by the Minister and the Pastoral
Secretaries. They endeavour to keep in contact and offer support to any Member especially if
they are going through difficult times.

An additional collection is taken at Communion Services for the Benevolent Fund and the
proceeds of this are utilised at the discretion of the Minister to help anyone who is going through
a difficult time for whatever reason.

Throughout the year safeguarding issues and data protection have been adhered to.
The Groups that are run by the Church are as follows:

Girl’s Brigade - They meet weekly and undertake Badge Work, Games and Devotions and during
the year have enjoyed a number of extra activities such as having a week-end away and joining in
a challenge to name but two. Sadly following Covid some of the older girls did not return but at
present there are around 27 girls in the Brigade.

Boy’s Brigade - Sadly this Group has not met since Covid. However, negotiations are taking
place in an endeavour to restart but at present the talks are at an early stage.

Bible Study/Prayer Group - This takes place once a month in an evening usually led by the
Minister. A small number attend and it is a good opportunity to have a prayer time together
followed by a time looking in depth at a passage of scripture.




Messy Church/Time Out - Since Covid the children have not met monthly on a Saturday for
activities but Time Out has recommenced. This is where young children spend a time away from
the normal Church Service doing their own activities and then come back into Church for the final
few minutes. Throughout the year there have been several occasions where the Children have
participated in a special Sunday Morning service such as on Palm Sunday and the Nativity
Service where they have made big contribution to it and the Service has become an all age
Service which has been enjoyed by everyone. The numbers of children have grown in number a
little and now stand around an average of six.

Lunch Club - This Group meets for a meal every Friday during term time and normally there are
around 15-20 people attending. They consist of people who are Members at Lyndon together
with some from the local Community. It provides a good opportunity to socialise and have a three
course hot meal at a reasonable cost. A number of those attending live on their own and some
have limited mobility so the Club is seen as a good opportunity to spend a little time away from
their homes.

Ladies Club - This Group meets once a fortnight for a couple of hours in the afternoon. It is an
opportunity for the ladies to have a time of social interaction whether it be by having a chat with
one another or playing a game together. It is followed by refreshments and throughout the year
special occasions are celebrated.

“Stay and Play” - This group will start to meet in September, 2023 on a weekly basis and so at
the moment final plans are being made. It is being run by a Church Member and it will be an
opportunity for pre-school children to meet together to play.

Lyndon People - This Group has now recommenced following a long break through Covid. It is
held on a Sunday in the early evening around once a month and is a Service open to all. Itis
more informal than an ordinary Church Service and hence is relevant for people who like a slower
pace or for those who have Learning Difficulties.

Lets - The Church lets out the premises to a number of outside Organisations. Some of these are
commercial enterprises whereas others cater for some of the less disadvantaged groups within
the Community.

The Church and Groups that Lyndon run depend to a great extent on volunteers who are prepared
to give of their time and for all the people that volunteer in whatever capacity, Lyndon is
immensely grateful as without volunteers the Church would cease to function. However, there is
always room for more volunteers in whatever way they wish to serve. There is also spaces for
anyone who would like to try out a new Group.

The Church’s activities are only mentioned in brief form but if you would like further details then
they can be obtained.



PUBLIC BENEFIT

Lyndon offers good facilities for lettings and it is also well positioned to other amenities such as
public transport and being near to a major road. Thus we are fortunate in that we are able to have
a steady number of lets which is increasing. These consist of some commercial enterprises as
well as some groups that service the more vulnerable members of our society. Some of the lets
have been with us for a number of years whereas we are also getting a number of new ones. We
are grateful for the income which is generated by our lets as the letting of the premises helps
supplement our income to be able to run the Church. We strive to help with the disadvantaged
within our Community and hence have several Groups that specifically cater for their needs.

The Church has been opened during the year for the Children of the local Primary School to
attend and the Church Centre is used as a local Polling Station for elections.

During the year our two Guest Churches have continued to meet but over the Summer they have
both taken a break from meeting.

Lyndon opened up to the possibility of the Birmingham Methodist Chinese Church joining us.
However, after many negotiations they decided not to come.

All our activities are open for all to join and we aim to give a warm welcome to anyone new that
comes.

FINANCIAL

The Accounts for Lyndon are prepared on an income against expenditure to the end of August
each year. The future comes with a certain amount of uncertainty due to the high general cost of
living and being faced with potentially having to pay a lot more for our utility costs as our present
contract, which was negotiated before the huge increase in costs, comes to an end in December,
2023. The Accounts for the period September, 2022 - August, 2023 have been prepared and is a
separate document. However, overall the amount of money collected by what the Congregation
gives does not cover the amount of money it takes to run the premises and Lyndon is becoming
ever more reliant on revenue collected from the lets.
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ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2023 Lyndon Methodist Church
Unrestricted Restricted Totals this Totals last
SECTION A Funds Funds year year
£ £ £ £
al |RECEIPTS Note
a2 |Offerings and Tax recovered 28,600 28,600 32,019
Bank and CFB interest and
a3 [Investment income 773 773 89
a4 |Lettings 26,679 26,679 19,255
ab |Other receipts 5,962 320 6,282 5,095
a6 [TOTAL RECEIPTS 62,01 32 62,334| (a7) 56,45
SECTION B
b1 |[PAYMENTS
b2 |Circuit Assessment or Share 27,000 27,000 27,000
b3 |Donations 200 200 42
b4 |Repairs and Maintenance 13,907 13,907 16,650
Utilities (Insurances, water
b5 [charges, heating & lighting) 10,672 10,672 9,111
b6 0|
b7 |Other payments 5,226 5,226 4 580
bg [TOTAL PAYMENTS 56,80 20 57,005| (b9) 57,38
SECTION C
NET RECEIPTS/PAYMENTS
c1 [FOR THE YEAR (a6-b8) 5,209 120 5,329 (925)
Total funds brought forward from
last year
c2 33,505 33,505] (c6) 34,430
c3 |Sub total (c1+c2) 38,714 120 38,834 33,505
¢4 [Transfers and adjustments 0f (c7)
c5 [TOTAL FUNDS AT END OF YEAR (c3+c4) 38,714] 120 38,834 (c8) 33,505 (c6)
SECTION D
FOR INFORMATION ONLY: MONEY RECEIVED AND PASSED ON TO EXTERNAL ORGANISATIONS
d J(these amounts are not to be included in total receipts/payments figures above) £ £
d1 §Balance brought forward from last year 0
d2 JOfferings/Gifts - received for external organisations 331 89
d3 |Offerings/Gifts - passed to external organisations 331 896J
d4 [BALANCE STILL TO BE PAID (d1+d2-d3) of of

churches-receipts-and-payments-2023.ods
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Lyndon Methodist

Church

SUMMARY OF CHURCH ACCOUNTS AND INTERNAL ORGANISATIONS REPORTING TO THE CHURCH COUNCIL

Please follow the Guidance Notes to comEIete this page

Summary of the Church accounts for the year ended 31 August 2023 and Internal Organisations reporting to the Church Council/Church Meeting. Note that the funds of

n Internal Organisation would normally be Restricted funds unless it could be clearly shown that they could be used for any Methodist purpose. This section must be

icompleted to arrive at the gross income and expenditure totals of the Church. If gross income exceeds the Accruals threshold, then the Accruals method of accounting
AND A DIFFERENT FORM must be used to report the accounts (see Methodist website). Please refer to the guidance notes regarding transfers between the District and
connected District Organisations.
INTERNAL Net Receipts/ Opening
ORGANISATIONS Receipts Payments Payments Adjustments balances Closing balances
el |Boys Brigade (four alc) 771 60 711 13,823 14,534
¢2 |Girls Brigade 1,964 2,058 (94) (750) 2,050 1,208
e3 0 o)
ed 0 0
&5 0 0
eb 0 0
e7 0 0
Sub total of Internal
e8 |Organisations funds 2,735 2,118 617 (750) 15,873|(e11) 15,740] (e12
Church accounts (totals
brought forward from page 2
¢9 |-totals column) 62,334/(a7) 57,005((b9) 5,329 (c7) 33,505| (c6) 38,834| (c8
TOTAL CASH FUNDS HELD
¢10 [BY CHURCH 65,069 59,12 5,94 (750 49.378| (x 54,574 (y)
Continue on a separate sheet TOTAL
if necessary and bring the TOTAL RECEIPTS PAYMENTS
totals forward
SECTION F
STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES
OPENING CLOSING
CHURCH - CASH FUNDS HELD at 31 August 2023 BALANCES BALANCES
fl |Cash in hand
f2 |Bank Current Account 13,135 11,724
f3 |Bank Deposit Account
f4 |Central Finance Board 20121 26,853
5 [Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes 249 257
f6 |Other funds
f7 |SUB TOTAL - Church accounts 33,505 (co) 38,834| (c8
Total funds held by Internal Organisations (the closing
8 [balance total from above) (e12) 15,873| (211) 15,740| (e1:
9 |TOTAL CASH FUNDS HELD BY CHURCH 49,378 (9 54,574 (v)
ECTION G At At
1 September 2022 31 August 2023
OTHER ASSETS and LIABILITIES
gl |investments (include Endowments)
g2 |Land & Buildings (see notes re Insurance value) 2,534,399 2,790,405
g3 |Other Assets
g4 |Loan(s) - show amount outstanding at year end
g5 |Other Liabilities

4 Include only Funds held at the Central Finance Board
f5 Include only Funds held at Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes
g1 Include any other investments (not the cash element of TMCP trusts accounts this is included in line f5

churches-receipts-and-payments-2023.0ds
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Name of Chu Lyndon Methodist Church 1150167

Declarations and Scrutiny

| confirm that these Receipt and Payment based accounts for the year to 31 August 2023 have been
prepared from the records of the Church and that they include all funds under the control of the Church
trustees.

Signature ol treaSUrer .. ety . o e s

Presentation to the Church trustees

| confirm that the annual report and accounts for the year ended 31 August 2023 were/will be*
presented to the meeting of the Church trustees heldon .................

=] V4 (/"\ (\,'\Qﬂ\ o

Signature of the Chair of the meeting=s=—=%..... (O v & SRR
'~ A

Name of the Chair of the meeting f'J\ }x.,,z‘ Date IOIIOJZQZ5

Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of the

.. "(""'9“’”‘5”*")‘{ ............. Church

Responsibilities and basis of report

for the year ended 31 August 2023 set out on pages # to 3. As the Church’s trustees, you are
responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act
2011 (‘the Act).

| report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the A Aipav  ifé@ona1 . Church

| report in respect of my examination of the Church’s accounts carried out under section 145 of the Act
and, in carrying out my examination, | have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity
Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

* delete or circle as appropriate

churches-receipts-and-payments-2023.ods
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Name of Church ...k inme  WETHensT  cpvaat No .. lISolel

Independent Examiner’s Statement

| have completed my examination. | confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in
connection with the examination which give me cause to believe that
in, any material respect:

~atamr-l AT WA A Al (afal falela¥alla¥atrair @
Sttt e oToa T O e ToOY —

e the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Act; or
e the accounts do not accord with the accounting records.

| have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which
attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be
reached.

Ismwe/have not* obtained independent verification of all investments with the Trustees for Methodist
Church Purposes or held in other trusts, bank balances and funds at the Central Finance Board of the
Methodist Church which are individually in excess of £10,000 (ten thousand pounds) at the balance
sheet date.

Signature of independent examiner

Name of independent examiner .....\

Relevant professional qualification of independent examiner ......... l LR, l"“ .................

Name of firm (where appropriate) .......... C/A“f AANS G,

* delete or circle as appropriate

Form reviewed May-23

short-form-standard-form-of-accounts-for-churches-2023 SHOf S
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Lyndon Methodist

Church
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Name of Chu Lyndon Methodist Church 1150167
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Name of Church ...k inme  WETHensT  cpvaat No .. lISolel

Independent Examiner’s Statement

| have completed my examination. | confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in
connection with the examination which give me cause to believe that
in, any material respect:

~atamr-l AT WA A Al (afal falela¥alla¥atrair @
Sttt e oToa T O e ToOY —

e the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Act; or
e the accounts do not accord with the accounting records.

| have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which
attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be
reached.

Ismwe/have not* obtained independent verification of all investments with the Trustees for Methodist
Church Purposes or held in other trusts, bank balances and funds at the Central Finance Board of the
Methodist Church which are individually in excess of £10,000 (ten thousand pounds) at the balance
sheet date.

Signature of independent examiner

Name of independent examiner .....\

Relevant professional qualification of independent examiner ......... l LR, l"“ .................

Name of firm (where appropriate) .......... C/A“f AANS G,

* delete or circle as appropriate

Form reviewed May-23
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