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Trustees and Management

The church has a pastoral minister in charge, for this period the minister was
Rev Karen Webber, appointed and supervised by the Birmingham Methodist
Circuit. 

The church is governed by the Church Council which is made up of those
holding specific posts, eg stewards, treasurer, property sub-committee chair,
etc  and  those  elected  each  year  by  the  congregation  to  represent  their
interests. In May each year there is an Annual Church Meeting where the
annual report is presented and stewards and Church Council representatives
are elected. The Annual Church Meeting for  2021 was scheduled for  17th

October 2021 . Nominations for Church Council are requested, proposed and
seconded.

Trustees for the period 2020 to 2021

Rev Karen Webber
Wendy Magee
Trevor Bodfish
Karen Burgess
Tony Ludlow
Janet Rudge
Sarah Marks
John Mendus resigned 8/06/2021
Marion Pontin 
Pam Walton
Graham Leek
Libby Stretton resigned 8/06/2021
Shirley Taylor resigned 8/06/2021
Andrew Wassall
Caron Chapman
Claire Frew
Ian Hancock
Eileen Kirby resigned 6/10/2020
Chris Rowe
Judith Rowe
Hilary Rowe
Chris Taylor resigned 8/06/2021
Lynne Tyler
Jeremy Wassall
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Ian Smith
Roger Hancock
Adrian Burgess

Aims of Lyndon Methodist Church

Provision  of  regular  acts  of  worship  open to  members  and non-members
alike. A sacred place is provided for prayer and contemplation. Teaching of
Christianity, pastoral work, and promoting the whole mission of the church
through activities for older people, young people, parents and toddlers and
other specific need groups. Support other charities in the UK and overseas,
financially and with prayer.

Summary of Activity for period September 2020 to 
August 2021

In  line  with  other  churches  across  the  country,  the  Covid  19  Pandemic
impacted on our worship and fellowship throughout 2020 -21. However, we
sought new ways of reaching out and also enabled worship at church when
possible. Our membership during the year was around 113 members with
some people regularly attending who are not members.

From  September  2020  up  until  the  Covid  19  lockdown  in  January  2021,
Lyndon Methodist Church continued to be an active place where Christian
worship  and  fellowship  flourished.  Our  Covid  risk  assessment  included
socially distanced seating, hand sanitizing, wearing of face masks, shortened
services and no congregational singing and this enabled safe worship. We
began  by  holding  a  service  at  10am  and  repeated  it  at  11.15am  each
Sunday thus enabling anyone who wanted to  attend to  do so (30 to  50
people each week). Thankfully, two years ago we had removed the pews and
changed to movable chairs  which made social  distancing much easier to
achieve. Later in the autumn we reverted to one service in the morning as
we were able to accommodate all who wished to come.

During the autumn, thanks to a dedicated and hard-working technical team,
we built up our equipment and skills to enable us to broadcast our services,
initially on zoom but we quickly moved to YouTube. Our services attracted
around 70 views and, when added to those attending in person, meant that
we were reaching more people than our services prior to Covid.

This technical ability was a real asset when, in January 2021 a new lockdown
was imposed and we felt it was no longer safe to hold services in church.
Instead, the technical team along with a small group (minister and singers)
recorded a service in church and put it out on YouTube each week. For those
unable to access this technology, we posted out a weekly service sheet.

This  continued until  May 2021 when we were able to resume services in
church. We continued to broadcast some of the services on YouTube. 
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Sadly, some of our mid-week worship and fellowship could not be continued
although we were able to hold our prayer and Bible study evening meetings
during the Autumn. We also had to stop our Messy Church meetings but
instead sent out a monthly email with a Bible story and a selection of activity
sheets.

Throughout the year, we increased the regularity of our church magazine
and included Biblical teaching in its content – this was distributed via email
and post. 

We also continued to support  our  Girls’  and Boys’  Brigade companies  to
engage with local children and families,  sharing the Gospel message and
providing the children and young people with life skills.

In Girls’ Brigade the Seniors and Brigaders returned to meetings in church on
15th October (in one group) and the Explorers and Juniors a week later. This
was following the preparation and approval of the risk assessments required
by  GB  and  Church  over  the  summer  of  2020  and  much  planning.  They
bounced in and out of  face to face and meeting over zoom for  the next
couple  of  months.  The  younger  girls  making  mug  cakes  during  a  zoom
meeting and completing badgework specially produced for online. Happily,
they were back face-to-face for their Christmas Party. After Christmas they
were back to zoom meetings, the younger sections continuing to earn their
badges. The older girls met in the park occasionally in the summer, glad to
have  some  company  and  a  little  bit  of  normality.
They were disappointed to have  lost around 16 girls through this period,
some of which they may have lost anyway due to changes in schools etc,  In
March they were sad to say goodbye to one member and her family, who
moved to New Zealand. Happily, numbers are beginning to increase in the
Explorer section and hopefully these girls will stay with the Brigade to move
up through the sections in time.

Boys’ Brigade

Unfortunately,  our  monthly  service  for  adults  with  and  without  learning
disability could not continue but we have met off-site and hope to resume in
church later in 2021. 

Throughout  the year our  pastoral  visitors  telephoned church members  to
offer friendship and spiritual support. 

Through the year we supported a range of charities, particularly Action for
Children, Water Aid, The Leprosy Mission and Samaritans Purse.

The  trustees  monitored  safeguarding  during  the  year  and there  were  no
serious  issues.  Trustees  also  regularly  reviewed  and  made  decisions  in
respect  of  property  and  finance.  Our  Data  Protection  procedures  were
reviewed. 
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The administrative roles in the church were taken on by volunteers, including
financial  management,  managing  our  new website,  producing  a  monthly
magazine  and managing lettings.

Public Benefit

The church building includes a church centre comprising of 2 halls and 2
smaller meeting rooms. This facility has been widely used since it was built
and benefits the neighbourhood in many ways. 

In normal years we have a wide range of groups offering services to the
community and supporting their physical and mental health. Unfortunately,
the  Covid  19  pandemic  prevented  many  of  these  groups  from  running.
However Slimming World groups, Tia Chi and a group supporting those with
a specific mental health need have been able to meet during the periods
allowed under the government Covid restrictions.  Our Brigades have also
met and offered engagement for children and young people.

Much of the work on the risk assessments and making the building ‘Covid
Secure’  was  done  in  July  and  August  2020.  During  20/21,  these  risk
assessments  were  regularly  reviewed  and  amended  as  Government  and
Methodist  Church  advice  changed  throughout  the  year.  The  reduction  in
usage gave an opportunity to do some remedial repairs in the church centre
ready for a hoped-for increase in usage in 2021/22.  

Through all of these activities the trustees believe that we met the needs of
those in our local neighbourhood and beyond and the needs of a diverse
range  of  people,  thus  being  a  servant  as  Jesus  commanded  and  also
providing ‘Public Benefit’ as the law asks of us. 

Financial Review

The financial position started in a relatively good position until January 2021
but due to concerns over the affects of Covid 19 our Trustees looked again at
our  projected  income  and  expenditure  to  ensure  we  could  ride  out  any
continued period of lock down.It was decided that regular lettings of rooms
were in danger with the uncertainty of the length of closure of the church. In
the event our congregation continued regular payments to help our cashflow
sufficient to ensure our essential expenditure was met. Whilst comparing our
regular giving a shortfall of £5000 approximately and lettings of £7500 less
than the previous year. This was offset to some degree by special donations,
a small grant against expenditure to allow streaming many of our services to
a  wider  audience  and  the  ability  to  claim  £1380  from  the  Government
Furlough  Scheme that  allowed partial  continued  working  of  our  cleaners.
Certain  reductions  in  other  expenses  meant  we  reduced  the  anticipated
shortfall for the year.

Our accounts give details of our funds and our reserves policy.

There were no funds held as a custodian trustee.
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