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Introduction  

Berkeley Books has now been supplying library and community services since November 2011 when it was 

taken over by the Community in order to prevent closure by Gloucestershire County Council. The purpose 

continues to ensure the existence of a modern library service in Berkeley, and to allow the continuing 

development and range of community services offered in line with local and community needs.  

As noted in the report last year the current building is beyond economic repair. Following a sustained and 

successful fundraising programme the majority of the funds to build a new library and community hub have 

been secured.  Work is planned to commence in the next few months on the first phase of the project. 

Completion of this first phase is expected in May/June 2025. 

 

Management Berkeley Books  

The management structure consists of the following:  

a. There are currently four Trustees who ensure that all relevant regulations are met; set the policies 

and procedures for the long term where appropriate and are responsible for governance. One of 

whom is a District Councillor, and the other three are retired professionals.  

b. A committee that handles the tactical decisions: management of Berkeley Books including low level 

fundraising and reports to the Trustee Board.  

c. A paid Manager who reports to a Trustee and attends the trustees’ meetings.  

d. A number of volunteers (currently 12) who issue books assist with various activities, including 

housekeeping, grounds maintenance and cleaning. 

 

Activities 

 The number of community activities offered has grown over time in line with changing and ongoing local 

and community requirements, these include: 

a. Job Club – CV writing, Practice interviews, how to find jobs etc  

b. Well Being – Book prescription Service, Outpost for local nursery, partnership with local Medical 

Centre, Pop up Vaccination Centre, NHS medical health Check Centre.  

c. Young People – Summer Reading Challenge, Reading Badges for Brownies, Rainbows and Cubs, story 

competition for Scouts, D of E etc.  

d. Information Technology – computer club for elderly and the nervous novice, free use of computers 

and Family History software, online banking, job seeking, use of copiers etc.  

e. Activities – craft club, gardening club, art club, poetry club, crochet club, book club, historical society, 

WI book reading club and a film club.  

 

 



 

Financial  

Berkeley Books continues to be financially self-sustaining, running fundraising events alongside a grant from 

Gloucestershire County Council to fund the operational activity of the library. With the advent of the new 

building, it is hoped that income streams will increase from lettings of the new bright and modern meeting 

places that this new build will provide. 

The new library building and community hub will cost in the region of £600k and fundraising from various 

sources has secured nearly 90% of what is required allowing work to start. Grants application and appeals 

are in place to secure funds for the balance. 

 

Summary  

The financial year 2023/24 has been one of hard work by the trustees, committee and volunteers to ensure 

the library stays open and the new build happens. This is now coming to fruition and the coming year should 

see all of the hard work and planning turn into reality, providing the town of Berkeley with a well-deserved 

new facility. 

 

John Stanton 

Chairman – Berkeley Books 

30/11/24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 


