
Review of the Year  

I give thanks to God for his calling to serve him and to minister to his people in this parish. Many thanks to 

the PCC, wardens, leaders of various ministries, the parishioners for your support and partnership in the 

mission and ministry of Jesus. I believe ministry is a calling for all people as we all are a chosen in Christ to 

be a royal priesthood to declare praises of God through the presence and power of the Holy Spirit.  

Year 2022 was full of challenges as well as joys. Sadly, a few of our church family members passed away 

during the year. We continue to remember them and their faithfulness to the Lord till the end of their lives. 

Also, we continue to pray for all our friends who are unable to attend church services due to ill health. May 

the Lord surround them with his care, love, and protection. We have managed to build up a pastoral team 

who has been in contact with these friends either by telephone or through personal visits. This year we 

would like to further develop our pastoral team for better pastoral ministry.  

The Vision Action Plan (VAP) of our church is reviewed and updated by involving the congregation through 

a questionnaire, through personal conversations and through our PCC away day at Whalley Abby. Our VAP 

is in line with our Diocesan Vision 2026, ‘Healthy Churches Transforming Communities’ and simplified 

copies of this VAP were made available to the congregation. Our vision statement is, ‘loving, being and 

growing in Jesus’, because Jesus is the centre of all we are, and all we do as his church.  

Our long-term goals are: Increasing the number of under 50’s in our congregation, developing and 

strengthening our links/relationships with the local community, growing in faith and leadership, improving 

our digital technology and its use. 

During this year we have been focusing on growing in our faith in Christ through making disciples, being 

witnesses, raising leaders, and inspiring children and youth with the gospel of Jesus through various 

ministries: Sunday Services, weekdays services, Sunday School, Cornerstone, Bible Study, Mothers’ Union; 

and through the life events which we call occasional offices that include Baptisms, weddings, and Funerals. 

Though we had not had any weddings in 2022.  

Growing in faith and prayer life is significant part of our calling to be God’s people in Christ. I believe 

engaging with the Scriptures and spending time in reflection and prayer are crucial to this journey of faith. 

Our Diocese has been producing resources for our faith journey and growth. In 2022 we distributed daily 

devotional booklets both for Lent 2022 and Advent 2022. These booklets were well received and admired by 

many in our congregation. Our Bible Study sessions have been happening via Zoom. We also have a 

monthly prayer meeting on the first Thursday of every month. May I encourage all to spare sometime for the 

Bible study and prayer. During 2022 we started a new Burnley Prayer Group (ecumenical) which meets 

monthly in our Church or in the Community Hall. People from various denominations come together to 

spend time in prayer for the revival and growth of Church of God in Burnley and further afield.  

I give thanks to God for members of our congregation who have been faithful to God and loyal to this 

church sharing in God’s mission through thick and thin. Most of the members have sacrificially served the 

church in so many ways and are still serving. However, there is a reality that majority are in the upper range 

of their age and find it difficult to pass on the baton for God’s mission. Therefore, children and young 

people are an essential part of God’s mission and Church’s future ministry. We are thankful for our Sunday 

School leaders who make every effort to meet on Sundays and teach children from the Word of God. But 

involving children and young people in the Sunday Services is crucial as well if we want them to grow in the 

ministry of the church. Hence,the All-age Family Parade Services are so important. Children and young 

people and their leaders from uniformed organisations and Sunday School take active part in these services. 

In these all-age services various leaders and children and young people are involved which helps them to 

grow in the knowledge and love of Christ. However, we may need to invest in bringing in new technology to 

which this new generation is attached and use it in everyday life.  

 



 

 

Our link with the wider community, both within and beyond our parish, is vital for our outreach. In the 

previous years these links and our outreach mission were affected because of Covid pandemic. We have 

been trying our best to build our relationship with our local communities through Building Bridges and 

Mahabba and have attended various events through these links. I hope folks from St Cuthbert’s will join me 

to build these links stronger so that we may be able to reach out to the wider community to witness to Jesus. 

Also, our friendship with a Community School is in good shape as they visit the Church for their RE 

lessons.  

Reports of various ministries/initiatives are included in this annual report. These ministries represent much 

harder work and commitment from a range of people within the church family. Please do read and give 

thanks to God and pray for these different aspects of our life together in Christ.  

May God bless us and help us to serve him for his glorious purposes and mission as we worship and share 

Christ in year 2023 and beyond.  

‘Let us continue to declare praises of God who called us out of darkness into his marvellous light in Jesus 

Christ’. 

 

Revd. Munawar Din 

 

 

COMMUNITY HALL REPORT FOR 2022 
 
As I began to write this report for 2022 I realised that on the 1st January, 2023, our Management 
Committee had been in existence for 30 years, having taken over the every-day running and maintenance 
of the Hall from the Church, and Sylvia and myself are still members of that Committee. 
 
It was good to open the Hall again after lock-down and our regular groups were beginning again, but 
several had a reduction in numbers attending each week, which resulted in a loss of income for us.  
However, over the months most had seen a gradual increase in people attending and they now seem back 
to normal. 
 
We had two new groups begin in 2022, the first of which was a Mental Health Assessment group for 
Teenagers from Burnley General Hospital, which began in April, and takes the form of an activities morning 
away from the hospital environment each week.  The second was the formation of the Church family group 
“Cornerstones” which enables younger children and family members to meet together twice a month for 
games etc. and refreshments. 
 
“Slimming World” now have only one session each week, at 5-00pm, due to the reduction in the number of 
members. 
 
The “Book Sale” each month is back to normal and now includes the sale of Jigsaws by Kevin. Please come 
along and support us on a Saturday morning and  even if you do not read you can enjoy a chat, with a  cup 
of tea or coffee, and treat yourself to a slice of home- made cake. 
Thanks to our Bar staff and  our Bar manager, the Bar is open each Tuesday evening from 8-00pm , but as 
with other groups, the numbers attending have reduced so please come and enjoy a social night with your 
Church friends each week. You will be very welcome. 



 
The Hall has been used in many ways over the year, local elections in May,  a Christmas Social for “Burnley 
and Pendle Ramblers”, several children’s parties, and SCOADS  were, at last, able to go ahead with their 
production of “The Wind in the Willows” after the cancellation the year before, and was enjoyed by all 
who came. 
After a 2 year wait due to Covid, the “Pendle Woodturners” group were able to host their annual National 
Annual General meeting and it was a great success. 
 
We were able to hold the usual Spring and Christmas fairs this year, which were very successful, thanks to 
a lot of hard work from everyone involved, and raised much needed funds for the Church and Community 
Hall. 
 
In December, St. James C-of-E .school held their Christmas Nativity play in our Hall, for the first time, and 
were delighted with their new venue so much that they are planning to use it again in 2023 and also 
produce their annual concert 
by school leavers in the summer. 
 
 
Following a sudden death at Monday dancing, donations following the funeral of the gentleman concerned 
were passed to us, with a request to purchase a Defibrillator in his memory, and this is now in-situ in the 
Main Hall. 
 
We also had a new CCTV system installed, together with 3 new cameras. 
 
I thank our very dedicated and hard-working committee members for everything they do in various ways, 
in the day-to-day running of the Community Hall and those who help in the kitchen for Book Sales, putting 
tables and chairs out for the after Church refreshments each week, generous donations, and many other 
ways.  We also appreciate those who use the Hall each week for the care they take in keeping it clean and 
tidy and reporting any damage or faults they come across.  
 
The Community Hall is a great asset to St. Cuthbert’s Church and I hope it continues to be used in many 
ways for years to come. 
 
ALAN HUNTER  (Chairman) 
 
 






















