
Parish of St John the Baptist, Heathfield, with Cotford St Luke

Annual churchwardens report 2024 – Cotford St Luke

PCC & ELECTORAL ROLL 

PCC members are appointed in the manner set out in the Church Representation rules. All who 
attend church are encouraged to register on the church Electoral Roll and may stand for election 
to the PCC. The full body has eleven voting members including the clergy, the treasurer and the 
two churchwardens, who represent the Bishop. (The PCC Secretary is a non-voting member of 
the PCC). The Electoral Roll was fully revised in 2019, is reviewed annually, and decreased 
from 68 members at the beginning of the year to 67 by the end of the year. However, the active 
adult membership increased slightly to about 50. Activities other than worship which take place 
at St Luke’s Centre (e.g., community activities and upkeep of the premises) are the responsibility
of the St Luke’s Centre Management Committee which reports to the PCC but which also 
includes representatives of the wider community. 

A regular “Benefice Churchwardens’ Meeting” also allows the Rector and the churchwardens of 
all five parishes in the benefice to co-ordinate services and other activities.

In 2024, the PCC met six times, including after the APCM. All meetings were held in person.

Objectives: The PCC has the responsibility of supporting and working with our Rector to 
promote the whole mission of the church: worship [prayer and praise, through liturgy]; 
discipleship [fellowship and teaching]; ministry [service and evangelism]. It also maintains the 
buildings – St John’s in Heathfield and (through the SLC Management Committee) St Luke’s 
Centre in Cotford St. Luke.

Our aims, set out in our entry on the Charities Commission website, are:

· To celebrate God’s love through worship in a variety of styles and settings for all ages.
· To care for and serve all people in our church, our community, and the wider world.
· To grow, spiritually, through teaching, listening, prayer, fellowship, and service.
· To make known the Good News of the love of God in Jesus.
· To provide a centre in the village of Cotford St Luke, as well as in the ancient building in 

Heathfield, where everyone is welcomed.

SERVICES & ACTIVITIES



St Luke’s Centre

Services were held at St Luke’s Centre almost every Sunday, with communion services being 
held as follows:

 1st Sunday- All in Family Communion service
 2nd  Sunday- Morning Worship ( lay led) with the children going out to Powerhouse Kids 

group.
 3rd Sunday- New fresh expression ‘FRESH’ breakfast all age service around tables started

in March
 4th Sunday – Morning worship with the children going out to Powerhouse Kids.

With thanks to David R, David B & Ant R for leading the 2nd Sunday services.  Thanks to 
Louise, Clare and Rebecca for the wonderful work they do with the children and to all involved 
in setting up, welcoming and hospitality for these services.

On the fifth Sunday of each month one main morning service of Holy Communion was held for 
the whole Benefice, the six places of worship (Cotford, Heathfield, Bradford, Nynehead,  Oake 
and Hillfarrance) taking it in turns to host the service. In addition, our informal Fresh Expression 
“Ignite” services were held once a month on Sunday evenings.

Additional Messy Easter and Christmas services were held for children and their families from 
Toddler group and the local Schools.

We also ran a Family Light Party for All souls' night in October which was well attended.

All services at St Luke’s Centre have a Worship band which is able to lead singing in 
contemporary worship songs and traditional hymns. In various combinations, Katy, David and 
Toby Stirzaker, Ant Reyre, Derrick Reid and David Rhodes provide the music. Wilf Stirzaker 
prepares PowerPoint slides for songs, prayers and Bible readings for most services. Thanks to all
concerned!

Two weekly small groups run in Cotford with others running in other villages and we hope to 
develop more. A Benefice Alpha course was also run at Cotford during the autumn.

As a church and a benefice want to underpin all we do in prayer, so a monthly Priority prayer 
day has been running since May on the 1st Thursday of the month, meeting on Zoom at 8 am, a 
Traditional church at 2pm, and at The Hub at 7.30 pm. This has been a wonderful chance to get 
together and to pray for our churches, our local communities and our ministries, and although the
year has been challenging, we have seen God answering prayers. 

Blaze Youth Club continues to meet on Friday evenings, providing a safe space for the young 
people of the village to meet and interact.  The youth club is a wonderful place for valuable 



outreach for young people, who otherwise have no activity place in the village.  Thanks go to all 
those involved in Blaze, in particular to Tom and his team of volunteers.

The Hub Café in the centre opens for three mornings each week, run by a team of volunteers, led
by Roberta Winterson and Jane Durrant.

A mother and baby group meets every Monday morning and there is a parent and toddler session
every Friday. 

The centre is also open for a Breakfast Café on the first Saturday of each month (thanks again, 
Roberta) and for a Farmers’ and Crafts Market on the second Saturday (thanks to Laura Hills). 
Quiz & Supper evenings have become a regular activity, normally taking place every two 
months.  (thanks to Louise, Claire R, Claire Comer & Dearbhla & their teams). 

The Talking Cafe was rebooted with a new team in December, and the Bereavement Support 
café continues to run on Monday afternoons and has grown in members and team.

The hall at St Luke’s Centre is also used by many other organisations in the village for exercise 
classes. And as a educational venue for the charity 5 Rivers and others on a regular basis and for 
one-off events such as children’s birthday parties.

Our other big fund-raising event was the ever-popular fun dog show. Thanks are due to many 
people, but especially to Derrick Reid and Dawn Mitford-Slade.

Thanks to Lydia and those that took part in the Bell tower climb at Bishops Lydeard

Taken together, the café and these other “community” events raised significant contributions to 
the parish funds.

Throughout the year, Rev Suzy has provided both spiritual and practical leadership to both the 
congregation and Cotford St Luke, but also to the wider community.  The aim of St Lukes Centre
was to provide a focus for the village to meet in praise, but also in friendship and by connecting 
with each other.  Through Suzy’s dedicated hard work, the vision of the centre is being refreshed
and seen by many in Cotford and beyond.  Thank you Suzy for all that you do.

"Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we
do not give up." (Galatians 6:9)

Charles Barrowman
Churchwarden, Cotford St Luke














