
Derby Road Baptist Church Watford
Charity Commission Report for 2020

Top of pg. 3, Summary of main activities

Our main activities are Sunday services, (morning and evening), Sunday School, Bible Class
for teenagers, and Creche and Primary Class. During the week there are a variety of 
activities: regular housegroups and prayer meetings, Friday Club for children, a group for 
young teens, Parents and Toddlers and evangelistic outreach in the town and occasional 
other activities to promote the Christian faith. We provide a welcome to people from 15 
different nations.

As charity trustees we are aware of the Charity Commission's guidelines on Public Benefit.
We let parts of our premises to outside groups teaching English, music to children as well as
a Ghanaian Church worshipping in their native language. We have continued renting our hall
to a daily preschool.

Impact of Covid. The main activities above were maintained regularly up to the end of March
when lockdown brought them to a stop. The same applies to the activities listed below, 
modified as noted. Free-will giving continued throughout the year with little change.

Pg.4 Summary of Achievements

The nature of our objectives as a church makes these difficult to quantify, but we list the 
following activities in pursuance of our aims: 

1. Sunday services regularly welcome visitors and those from outside the Christian faith and 
those new to the town and country. The Sunday ministry is designed in part to benefit those 
new to us and the public in general, as well as members and regular attenders. New people 
frequently join us at our morning service. From the end of March we were able to stream the 
Sunday morning services to as many as 40 homes, including some new people. We also 
maintained some of our regular weekday groups via zoom
2. We ran our usual Holiday Bible Club in the summer welcoming over 30 local children each
day on zoom.
3. We have a good relationship with Central Primary School and the local office of Herts CC 
Social services but due to Covid we had no meaningful contact with either this year.
4. We replaced the front and rear entrance doors into the premises but no other regular work
was carried out on or at the premises this year after March.
5. Evangelistic materials including Bibles and gospels are regularly distributed free at our 
regular outreach in the town centre and at our regular services. 

Pg.5 Section F

Public Benefit: The Trustees have considered the guidance produced by the Charity
Commissioners regarding public benefit and they confirm that this has been provided by 
teaching the Christian faith through regular services for worship and preaching, courses and 
small groups open to all; activities for children and young people on Sundays and during the 
week; a range of community activities as detailed above and making our premises available 
for hire to external organisations until March. The preschool was able to re-open to the 
public again from September.
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Independent examiner’s report to the trustees of Derby Road Baptist Church, Watford

1. I report on the accounts of the Church for the year ended 31 December 2020.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner

The  charity’s  trustees  are  responsible  for  the  preparation  of  the  accounts.  The  charity’s
trustees  consider  that  an  audit  is  not  required  for  this  year  under  section  144(2)  of  the
Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act) and that an independent examination is needed.

It is my responsibility to:

• examine the accounts under section 145 of the 2011 Act

• to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the commission
under section 145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act

• to state whether particular matters have come to my attention

Basis of independent examiner’s report

My examination  was carried  out  in  accordance  with  the general  Directions  given by the
Charity Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the
charity  and  a  comparison  of  the  accounts  presented  with  those  records.  It  also  includes
consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations
from you as trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide
all the evidence that would be required in an audit and consequently no opinion is given as to
whether the accounts present a ‘true and fair view’ and the report is limited to those matters
set out in the next statement.

Independent examiner’s statement

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements:

• to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the 2011 Act and

• to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the
accounting requirements of the 2011 Act

have not been met or

(2) to  which,  in  my  opinion,  attention  should  be  drawn  in  order  to  enable  a  proper
understanding of the accounts to be reached

Name: David Mortimer
Relevant professional qualification or body: CIPFA
Address: Sand Jeas, Jasons Hill, Ley Hill, Chesham, Bucks HP5 3QW
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