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Grants were awarded to five applicants, the projects to be carried out during the fiscal year. This round 

of projects involved the first ever building survey of Leybourne Castle in Kent, a second year of 

excavating the ringwork castle at Lowther to see if it was an example of a castle used for colonising 

Cumbria by William Rufus, geophysical survey work to find the lost castle of Higham Ferrers, an 

excavation to see if there was a adulterine castle at Newhouse in East Yorkshire and a reconstruction 

drawing of Penrith Castle, Cumbria. The results can be found on the Castle Studies Trust website 

(www.castlestudiestrust.org). The rest will appear there when ready. 

The Leybourne building survey was revelatory in terms of revealing that it was not a transitional 

gatehouse in terms of the development of them but more interestingly it seems as though the castle 

was commissioned by a woman. The excavation at Lowther, didn’t find obvious evidence of William 

Rufus foundation although scientific tests from this and the previous seasons are still awaited with the 

project being delayed due to health issues of one of the project leads. Higham Ferrers results were 

delayed due to the machine breaking and was only completed in the following financial year. Newhouse 

didn’t reveal anything of substance, while the Penrith reconstruction was completed and can be seen on

the website. 

Fundraising continued to rely on regular donations which grew well in the year, despite losing a large 

supporter, thanks to a mixture of new big donors and existing donors increasing their donations.  

Regular donors are given the opportunity to attend exclusive site visits to all the projects that the Trust 

funds during the year.

Jeremy Cunnington

Chair of Trustees – Castle Studies Trust
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