
 

 
 

Southport Offshore Rescue Trust – Details of Activities and 

Achievements for the Year 2024/25 

Search and Rescue Service 

As in all previous years, we remained fully available for all emergency call-outs, with crew available 

for all eventualities. 

The Board of Trustee Directors would like to take this opportunity to thank our Search and Rescue 

crews for their dedication and commitment during this period and in ensuring that the service 

remained on 24 hour emergency call-out throughout the year. We would also like to extend these 

thanks to our Charity Shop staff, who have kept the shop fully staffed and stocked throughout this 

period, ensuring that the much needed funds were brought in to maintain our service delivery. 

Lifeboat Station 

Since the opening of our new Lifeboat Station in January 2022, we have held a number of Open 

Days and held numerous talks to interested organisations, where we have been able to showcase 

all our assets and the new facilities all under one roof. 

 

Throughout this reporting period, the Trust have welcomed many of our Emergency Services 

colleagues to our Lifeboat Station during emergency callouts, as a central reporting base. We have 

also hosted a number of joint emergency services meetings, which have proved invaluable for the 

recognition of the services provided by our organisation. 

Assets 

Both our offshore and inshore lifeboats are regularly maintained in order to ensure that they are 

ready for immediate call-out at all times.  



 

 
 

              

During this reporting period, the Trust have recognised that our main offshore lifeboat “Heather 

White” will need to be replaced within the next few years. Although the lifeboat continues to provide 

excellent and reliable service, it is taking more time to keep on top of the required maintenance. The 

Trust have therefore commenced on a feasibility study on all the potential replacement craft that are 

currently in production throughout North West Europe. The study will include a list of minimum 

requirements in order to create a shortlist of suitable candidates. At the end of the reporting period, 

this shortlist had been completed and visits to trial all the various craft had also been undertaken. It 

is the Trust’s intention to announce the successful manufacturer and sign the new-build contract in 

Summer 2025.  

In January 2024, we replaced our three ATV quads, which had come to the end of their operational 

service life with us. They were very well maintained 

and were able to command a very good trade-in value 

against their replacements. The Trust decided to 

continue with the same make and model (CanAm 

Outlander) as previous due to their ability to cope with 

our local terrain. The ATV quads continue the service 

of providing an excellent search and rescue (SAR) 

capability for the Trust. The quads have proven to be 

the workhorse of our organisation, All three quads are 

also equipped with an extra seat. This enables us to transport additional personnel to and from an 

incident when required. We are also able to transport additional equipment if required, through the 

use of an ATV trailer attached to one of the quads. 

During the summer of 2024, the new and recently 

converted Challenger E85 launch vehicle was delivered 

from Habbeke Shipyard in Holland and was immediately 

put into service as our primary launch vehicle. Our other 

Challenger E95 has 

been moved into a 

reserve function. The 

Trust also has a third 

launch vehicle, a 

modified New Holland 

TD5 tractor, which is 

primarily to launch our 

smaller inshore lifeboat. 



 

 
 

Following the introduction of our UAS (Unmanned 
Aerial System) assets (Drones) to our Search and 
Rescue service. They have been tasked to many of 
our emergency call-outs. This is especially so in the 
search for missing casualties within the dunes to the 
south of our operational area but also frequently to 
the vast marshland area to the north. 
All our UAS operations are carried out with the 

specific permission given by Natural England to fly 

within Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSi). 

Also a major benefit of our UAS assets is to fly 

above areas where people are in danger of being cut 

off by the tide. They are able to relay information to 

our ground and 

waterborne 

assets directing 

them to the 

safest passage 

to safety. 

After an intensive training period during this reporting period, 

culminating in a final practical and theory based exam, the 

Trust have increased their SAR UAS Pilot roster from 2 to 5. 

We currently operate 2 state of the art drones, both with HD 

and thermal imaging cameras, following the retirement from 

service of our original assets that no longer receive the 

required software support from the manufacturer. 

Emergency Call-Outs 

Full details for the 2024/25 reporting period are as follows: 

Date Incident 
Asset 
Used 

Action Casualties 

2025 

23/02/25 
Assisted in search for a missing male in the vicinity 
of Southport Pier. Nothing found. 

Quads & 
UAS 

Stood 
down 

 

16/02/25 
Assisted Police in the recovery of a body at Formby 
Beach. Brought ashore and handed over to the 
Coroner and NWAS. 

Quads Lives lost 1 

13/02/25 
Continued to assist in a large-scale multi agency 
search for a missing male at Formby Beach and 
surrounding area. 

Quads & 
UAS 

Stood 
down 

 

12/02/25 
Continued to assist in a large-scale multi agency 
search for a missing male at Formby Beach and 
surrounding area. 

Quads, 
Foot Team 

& UAS 

Stood 
down 

 

11/02/25 
Assist in a large-scale multi agency search for a 
missing male at Formby Beach and surrounding 
area. 

OLB, 
Quads, 

Foot Team 
& UAS 

Stood 
down 

 



 

 
 

01/02/25 
Search for a missing driver of a car that had 
crashed into the Southport Marine Lake. Found by 
Police inland later in the day. 

ILB, Quads 
& UAS 

Stood 
down 

 

20/01/25 
Assist in a large-scale multi agency search for a 
missing teenager at Ainsdale. Found, brought to 
safety and handed to NWAS. 

OLB, 
Quads, 

Foot Team 
& UAS 

Lives 
saved 

1 

18/01/25 
Search and recovery of a vulnerable female in the 
tideline at Southport Beach. Brought to safety and 
handed to NWAS. 

Quads & 
ILB 

Lives 
saved 

1 

2024 

25/12/24 

Search and extraction of a male experiencing a 
medical emergency within Birkdale Dunes. Brought 
to safety and assessed as not requiring NWAS 
assistance. 

Quads & 
UAS 

Lives 
saved 

1 

24/11/24 
Search for vulnerable female near Southport Pier. 
Found by Police inland. 

Quads & 
UAS 

Stood 
down 

 

22/11/24 
Recovery ashore of 2 people stuck in mud on 
Southport Beach, near Weld Road. 

Quads Assisted 2 

13/09/24 
Search for 2 people attempting to walk to 
Blackpool. Located 2.5 miles north of Rainfords 
Track and brought back to safety. 

ILB, Quads 
& UAS 

Lives 
saved 

2 

31/08/24 
Search for missing child at Ainsdale Beach. Stood 
down en route. 

Quads 
Stood 
down 

 

31/08/24 
Recovery of a broken-down fishing boat with 4 
POB. Boat towed to Ainsdale for recovery. 

OLB Assisted 4 

18/08/24 
Search for a vulnerable female in the dunes near 
Victoria Rd, Formby. Found, given first aid and 
brought to safety then handed to NWAS.  

OLB, 
Quads & 

UAS 

Lives 
saved 

1 

11/08/24 
Search for missing person at Ainsdale Beach. 
Stood down en route. 

OLB & 
Quads 

Stood 
down 

 

02/08/24 
Search for male reported to be in difficulty near 
Southport Pier. Found and assessed as not in any 
danger. 

Quads & 
UAS 

Assisted 1 

29/07/24 
Search for 2 missing children at Ainsdale Beach. 
Stood down en route. 

Quads 
Stood 
down 

 

28/06/24 
Search for a person walking out to sea at Southport 
Beach. Found but assessed to be not in danger. 

Quads Assisted 1 

28/06/24 
Search for a missing person at Ainsdale Beach. 
Found by Police. 

Quads 
Stood 
down 

 

19/06/24 
Search for despondent male near Southport Pier. 
Found by Police and brought to safety. 

Quads 
Stood 
down 

 

07/06/24 
Search for a missing male along the Southport 
Beach coastline. Found by Police inland 

Quads & 
UAS 

Stood 
down 

 

24/05/24 
Search for male reported to be in difficulty near 
Southport Pier. Found and assessed as not in any 
danger. 

Quads Assisted 1 

18/05/24 
Search for 8 people in difficulty in the water at 
Ainsdale Beach. All self-rescued but first aid given 
and handed to NWAS 

OLB & 
Quads 

Assisted 8 

05/05/24 
Rescue of 4 people stranded on an island in the 
Southport Marine Lake. Found and brought to 
safety 

ILB & UAS Assisted 4 



 

 
 

29/04/24 
Search for a missing elderly male at Southport 
Beach. Found by Police inland. 

OLB & 
Quads 

Stood 
down 

 

22/04/24 
Search for despondent male north of Southport 
Pier. Found and brought to safety 

OLB & 
Quads 

Lives 
saved 

1 

17/04/24 
Search for a missing person at Southport. Found 
by Police inland. 

OLB & 
Quads 

Stood 
down 

 

05/04/24 
Search for a missing person at Hightown. Found by 
HMCG. 

Quads & 
UAS 

Assisted 1 

 

Charity Shop 

As in previous years, the shop has continued to perform above expectations and continues to 

increase its income levels to support the overall fundraising activities of the Trust.  

The Trust currently has 4 leases at the Charity Shop complex, 69c, 71 and 69b and 69a (Unit 1) 

Everton Road.  

Southport Lifeboat Lottery 

The Lottery has proven to be a very reliable source of income which allows the Trust to invest for 

the future in new equipment and premises. 

Our lottery canvassing company continue their normal door to door activities in signing up new 

members. However, due to the lasting effects of the cost of living crisis, there continues to be a 

reduction in existing members. This reduction has resulted in a slight decrease in the monthly 

income provided.  

Donations and Bequests 

The number of fundraising activities both by ourselves and by our supporters, local organisations, 

clubs and societies returned during this reporting year has seen a marked increase in donations 

received. As mentioned previously, the talks and Open Days at our Lifeboat Station has proved to 

be a very successful income generator. 

Unfortunately, our collection tins, continues to struggle with very little collected in these in all the 

various shops and public houses in our area. 

We have benefitted from a number of significant legacies which have been bequeathed to the Trust. 

Most namely the Margaret Robertson Charitable Trust, which was formed shortly after Mrs 

Robertson’s death in April 2020 to help support three named charities, of which we were named as 

one. This trust will provide upon application, funds for specific projects on a year to year basis for at 

least the next five to ten years. The Trust have now received four annual donations, which have 

been used to help with the initial Lifeboat Station fitting-out and also the launch vehicle purchase 

and conversion. 

During this reporting period, we were also bequeathed a sizeable legacy from the estate of the late 

Mrs Anita Bentley. 


















































































