














































 

 
 

Southport Offshore Rescue Trust – Details of Activities and 
Achievements for the Year 2021/22 

Search and Rescue Service 

The start of the reporting period marked the slow return to normal life following the devastating 
effects of the previous year due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Following Government guidance we re-opened our charity shop, we re-started our lifeboat crew 
training sessions and recommenced work on our new Lifeboat Station project. 

As in the previous year, we remained fully available for all emergency call-outs. Our set of 
Emergency Operating Procedures were adapted throughout the year as Government guidance 
changed and restrictions relaxed.  

The Board of Trustee Directors would like to take this opportunity to thank our Search and Rescue 
crews for their dedication and commitment during this very difficult period and in ensuring that the 
service remained on 24 hour emergency call-out throughout the year, without any “off-station” 
periods. We would also like to extend these thanks to our Charity Shop staff, who have gone far 
beyond the expected, in order to keep the shop fully staffed and stocked throughout this very 
difficult period. 

The end of 2021 ended on a very positive note, with the completion of our long-running New 
Lifeboat Station project. 

New Lifeboat Station Project 

In August 2015, the Trust were granted planning approval for the construction of a new Lifeboat 
Station. The site located next to the Esplanade Park and Ride car park was secured following 
agreement with Sefton Council and in March 2018 the final Heads of Terms agreement for the lease 
of the land was signed by the Trust and the Council. Work started on the construction of the new 
Southport Lifeboat Station following a competitive tendering process in July 2018. 

Throughout the construction period we suffered many delays. Initially due to a quality issue with the 
corrosion coating of the erected steel frame. Following the resolution of this issue, the steel frame 
and new coating were completed and work continued well until the start of the Covid 19 pandemic. 
Work was immediately halted at the construction site and remained closed until Government 
restrictions were eased and work recommenced under new guidelines. In early Spring 2021, it 
became apparent that there also had to be a change of Prime Contractor and the Trust went into 
negotiations with a new Prime Contractor to take the construction to a conclusion. 

In May 2021, we completed our negotiations and signed a contract with our new prime contractor, 
Senate Group Ltd. Work immediately started and this continued throughout the rest of the year 
culminating in the signing of the practical completion certificate on the 22nd December 2021. 

Immediately, plans were put in motion to transfer all our assets from our old boathouse into the new 
facility over the next few weeks and across Christmas. Finally, we completed the transfer and the 
new Lifeboat Station became operational on 1st January 2022. 



 

 
 

 

Since then, we have held a number of Open Days and held numerous talks to interested 
organisations, where we have been able to showcase all our assets and the new facilities all under 
one roof. 

Assets 

Both our offshore and inshore lifeboats are regularly maintained in order to ensure that they are 
ready for immediate call-out at all times.  

 

 

              

Our ATV quads continue the service of providing an excellent search and rescue (SAR) capability 
for the Trust. In February 2021, the Trust’s took 
delivery of their new quads following the three years of 
service provided by our previous machines. For the 
first time in the Trust’s history, a third quad was added 
to our fleet. As the quads have proven to be the 
workhorse of our organisation, it made sense to add 
the third vehicle. This additional quad will provide an 
ability to rotate the usage of the quads and to ensure 
that two quads are available for call-outs at all times. 
The third quad can also be used to transport additional equipment using our ATV trailer if required. 



 

 
 

All three quads are also equipped with an extra seat. This enables us to transport additional 
personnel to and from an incident when required. 

The Trust have three launch vehicles in our fleet, a 
fully converted Caterpillar Challenger, a modified 
New Holland TD5 tractor and also a Muir Hill 121.  

 

 

 

 

Currently the Challenger is our primary launch vehicle, 
with the New Holland being utilised for inshore lifeboat 
launching duties.  

 
Following the introduction of our UAS 
(Unmanned Aerial System) assets (Drones) to 
our Search and Rescue service. They have been 
tasked to many of our emergency call-outs. This 
is especially so in the search for missing 
casualties within the dunes to the south of our 
operational area but also frequently to the vast 
marshland area to the north. 

All our UAS operations are carried out with the 
specific permission given by Natural England to 
fly within Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSi). 

Also a major benefit of our UAS assets is to fly above areas where people are in danger of being cut 
off by the tide. They are able to relay information to our ground and waterborne assets directing 
them to the safest passage to safety. 

The Trust currently have three qualified SAR UAS Pilots and we operate 2 state of the art drones, 
both with HD and thermal imaging cameras.  

Emergency Call-Outs 

As in the previous year, the effects of the Covid 19 pandemic and the Government enforced 
restrictions the number of Staycations remained high. This gave the knock-on effect of a continued 
high number of emergency call-outs. 

Unfortunately, we continue to have many call-outs to casualties suffering from Mental Health issues.  

 

 



 

 
 

 

Full details for the reporting period are as follows: 

Date Incident Asset Used Action Casualties 

2022 

01/04/21 Search for missing male at Ainsdale beach 
Quads & UAS 

Team 
Stood down  

03/02/21 
Search for despondent female in the water at Southport beach. 
Found and brought ashore to safety 

ILB & Quads Lives saved 1 

02/01/22 Search for despondent female at Formby beach. 
Quads & UAS 

Team 
Stood down  

2021 

07/12/21 
Search for despondent female at Southport beach. Found and 
brought to safety. 

Quads Lives saved 1 

28/11/21 Search for female in the water at Southport Marine Lake. ILB & Quads Stood down  

27/11/21 
Search for despondent male at Ainsdale beach. Found and 
brought to safety 

Quads Assisted 1 

27/09/21 Search for despondent female at Southport beach. Quads Stood down  

11/09/21 Search for despondent male at Southport beach. Quads Stood down  

18/08/21 
Yacht with 3 POB in difficulty with engine failure off Southport 
beach. Found and towed to safety. 

OLB Lives saved 3 

13/08/21 Search for 5 missing children at Formby beach Quads Stood down  

08/08/21 
Search for despondent male at Birkdale beach. Found and 
brought to safety 

OLB & Quads Assisted 1 

07/08/21 
Pregnant woman with suspected broken ankle at Formby beach. 
Brought to safety. 

Quads Assisted 1 

01/08/21 
Search for 2 walkers attempting to cross to Blackpool. Nothing 
found – suspect local wild fowlers 

ILB, Quads & 
UAS Team 

Stood down  

22/07/21 
Vessel with 3 POB in difficulty with engine failure off Ainsdale. 
Found and towed to safety 

OLB Lives saved 3 & vessel 

21/07/21 
Search for despondent male at Southport beach. Found and 
brought to safety 

ILB & Quads Assisted 1 

18/07/21 
Vessel with 1 POB in difficulty in River Ribble. Assisted Lytham 
ILB with tow. 

ILB Assisted 
1 person & 

vessel 

17/07/21 
Search for 2 walkers attempting to cross to Blackpool. Found 
and brought to safety. 

Quads & UAS 
Team 

Lives saved 2 

17/07/21 Search for missing child at Ainsdale beach Quads Stood down  

17/07/21 Search for missing child at Formby beach Quads Stood down  



 

 
 

26/06/21 Fallen horse rider at Ainsdale beach. OLB & Quads Stood down  

22/06/21 Search for missing despondent female at Ainsdale beach. OLB & Quads Stood down  

15/06/21 
Search for despondent male in the water at Southport beach. 
Found and brought ashore. 

OLB & Quads Lives saved 1 

06/06/21 
Search for 2 missing children at Southport beach. Found and 
brought to safety 

Quads & UAS 
Team 

Lives saved 2 

05/06/21 Search for missing male at Ainsdale beach Quads Stood down  

02/06/21 
Search for 2 despondent females at Southport beach. Both 
found and brought to safety 

Quads & Foot 
Team 

Assisted 2 

01/06/21 Search for missing child at Formby beach 
OLB, Quads & 

UAS Team 
Stood down  

30/05/21 
Vehicle and occupants stuck on sandbank at Birkdale beach. 
Towed to safety 

Tractor Assisted 
4 people & 1 

vehicle 

28/05/21 Search for a vulnerable male at Ainsdale beach All units Stood down  

19/05/21 Search for despondent male in Ainsdale dunes. Quads Stood down  

23/04/21 
Search for 2 missing females in wetlands south of Pontins, 
Ainsdale. Found and brought to safety 

Quads & UAS 
Team 

Assisted 2 

19/04/21 
Search for missing despondent female north of Southport Pier. 
Found at brought to safety 

Quads & UAS 
Team 

Lives saved 1 

11/04/21 Search for missing despondent male at Formby beach. 
Quads & UAS 

Team 
Stood down  

 

Charity Shop  

Following the reopening of the shop on 12th April 2021, when lockdown restrictions were lifted, we 
have not had to close the shop due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Government guidance continued to 
be followed regarding social distancing and mask wearing. Following all the enforced closures in the 
previous year and the knock-on effect in the overall takings, this reporting year showed a significant 
level of recovery. We also took the opportunity to add a cashless payment option at the shop with 
the purchase of two contactless card readers. This has reduced the amount of cash that we carry 
and also having to bank. 

The Trust currently has 4 leases at the Charity Shop complex, 69c, 71 and 69b (Units 1 & 3) 
Everton Road.  

Southport Lifeboat Lottery 

Following the lifting of Covid-19 Government restrictions, our lottery canvassing company took the 
decision not to resume their normal door to door activities with signing up new players. So far, the 
number of active players has continued to remain steady with only a small percentage drop in active 
players and in turn we have only seen a small decrease in the monthly income provided. The 
Lottery has proven to be a very reliable source of income which allows the Trust to invest for the 
future in new equipment and premises. 



 

 
 

 

Donations and Bequests 

A number of fundraising activities both by ourselves and by our supporters, local organisations, 
clubs and societies returned during this reporting year which saw an increase in donations received. 
Unfortunately, our collection tins, continues to struggle with very little collected in these in all the 
various shops and public houses in our area. 

However, we have benefitted from a number of significant legacies which have been bequeathed to 
the Trust. Most namely the Margaret Robertson Charitable Trust, which was formed shortly after 
Mrs Robertson’s death in April 2020 to help support three named charities, of which we were named 
as one. This trust will provide upon application, funds for specific projects on a year to year basis for 
at least the next five to ten years. April 2021 saw the first significant payment made from the 
Charitable Trust to our organisation, which as specifically used to help to complete the final fitting 
out of our new Lifeboat Station. 

Dedication  

Finally, the Trust have the unfortunate duty to report the sad news that one of our founding 
committee members died during this reporting period. The Trust would like to express our thoughts 
and condolences to the family and friends of Lord Ronnie Fearn OBE who sadly passed away on 
24th January 2022. 


