
LDME annual report from the trustees to the AGM 2023-24 

As in previous years the club has seen a good number of passengers carried on the railway 

and an increasing engagement with local schools and voluntary bodies keen to make use of 

the railway.  Some of the school visits have been for pleasure, but an increasing number 

have been for educational purposes and tied in with school projects looking at 

transportation and the local area. Amongst our members there has also been an increasing 

use of the club workshop for personal projects and a number of our new members have 

acquired locomotives and/or have begun to look at building their own items. Help and 

feedback received from experienced members of the club has and will be, invaluable to 

those beginning to engage in new aspects of the hobby.   It is hoped that our educational 

role will grow over the next year. A number of public events hosted by the club, have also 

allowed members of the club to demonstrate the operation of machinery based on historic 

prototypes and explain the processes by which they are constructed and used. 

The club continues to strive to improve it’s facilities and work is hoped to commence shortly 

on a new storage shed for rolling stock, this will be built to fit in with the woodland setting 

of the railway and include facilities for wildlife. 

Much time this year has been spent checking and maintaining the track and buildings in 

order to keep our facilities safe, useable and up to standard.  Regular inspection of all the 

stock and track is carried out according to club practices and records are kept for future 

inspection.   Work is also being done by the trustees to ensure continual compliance with 

various regulations and recommendations. Consultation with other bodies such as our 

auditing accountant, the local planning dept and authority has also confirmed that we are 

not lacking in our duties to the public, charity commission and other bodies.  

Time has been spent looking at how the club’s carbon footprint can be reduced.  Thought 

has been given to the use of manufactured coal replacement fuels for the steam engines 

and much use has been made of electric propulsion for passenger hauling.  The 

encouragement of biodiversity has continued and more areas are now planted for the 

benefit of pollinators.   

The club has also had the opportunity to participate in local events to demonstrate the skills 

and abilities of the members and promote the club and it’s activities.  

The club continues to delight our many visitors, both on public running days and at our 

rallies and provide much enjoyment for our membership.  Great thanks are due to all our 

hard working volunteers, both those who are active and those who cannot be as active as 

they wish to be. 

 

 
















