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HORWICH HERITAGE
England & Wales · Charity number 1146434

Details

Status Registered

Legal form Other

Registered 2012-03-16

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address 108 Albert Road West
Bolton
BL1 5EB

Phone 01204847797

Email WHITTLESTUART@AOL.COM

Website horwichheritage.co.uk

Activities

Objects: TO ADVANCE THE EDUCATION OF THE PUBLIC IN THE HISTORY AND HERITAGE OF THE
TOWN OF HORWICH IN PARTICULAR BUT NOT EXCLUSIVELY THROUGH THE COLLECTION,
PRESERVATION AND MAKING AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC OF MATERIAL AND ARTEFACTS OF
HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE BY THE ESTABLISHMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF AN ARCHIVE AND
COLLECTION FOR THE PRESERVATION OF SUCH MATERIAL AND ARTEFACTS AND BY THE
PRODUCTION OF LITERATURE AND FILMS.

Activities: Horwich Heritage has 150 members and runs a Heritage Centre which is open 6 days a week. It
runs a full programme of talks, walks, trips and produces its own publications, films and exhibitions. Through
its wide ranging programme of activities it supports all the local Primary Schools and local people of all ages,
backgrounds and abilities with information about local history and heritage.

Classification

• How: Provides Human Resources, Provides Services, Provides Advocacy/advice/information

• What: General Charitable Purposes, Education/training, Arts/culture/heritage/science,
Environment/conservation/heritage, Recreation

• Who: Children/young People, Elderly/old People, People With Disabilities, Other Charities Or Voluntary
Bodies, The General Public/mankind
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Geography

• Area of benefit: LOCAL

• Bolton

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-05-31 £34,808 £21,309 - -

2024-05-31 £12,386 £17,924 - -

2023-05-31 £23,247 £20,331 - -

2022-05-31 £22,653 £14,444 - -

2021-05-31 £4,984 £5,891 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

DAVID STUART WHITTLE BA Hons Chair 2011-12-13

Anthony Ratcliffe 2015-06-09

CAROL WALKER 2011-12-13

Christopher Foley 2019-06-11

Cynthia Pearcy 2017-06-09

Derek Cartwright 2019-06-11

Kathleen Arkwright 2017-06-09

NORMAN PENDLEBURY 2011-12-13

Roy Davies 2019-06-11

VALERIE LEESE BA 2011-12-13
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Accounts



HORWICH HERITAGE 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2025  
 

INTRODUCTION 

As we celebrate our 40
th

 anniversary, I am pleased to report on another successful year with a full 

programme of activities. We have had 11 monthly speakers, a Christmas ‘special’ with the Happy 

Voices Choir, produced 5 exhibitions on ‘120 Years of Lever Park’, ‘Horwich at War’, ‘Our Ancient 

Past’, ‘The 80
th

 Anniversary of VE Day’ and ‘40 Years of Horwich Heritage’, undertaken walks around 

Blackrod, Horwich Town Centre, Wilderswood, the Club Houses and Bob’s Brew, a trip to Chester and 

local trips to Ladybridge Hall, Worsley Delph and Ordsall Hall. Our extensive programme of schools 

visits has also continued. It is a pleasure to report that our membership figure has now reached 350 

thanks in no small part to our activities on e-mail, facebook and our web site. We are grateful to 

everyone who has supported us: our Committee and Volunteers, Horwich Town Council & the 

Community Centre Management and staff and, of course, yourselves the membership. Thanks to you 

all. 
 

MAIN ISSUES THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 

1.  The Heritage Centre. Now in its 19
th

 year, the Centre continues to prove popular with visitors.  

This is down to the regularly changing exhibition programme, our well-stocked shop and extensive 

archives and the dedication and helpfulness of those who staff it – so thanks to all our Committee & 

Volunteers. We have had an excellent series of exhibitions and thanks must go to Derek and supporting 

individuals and organisations for making these possible.  
 

2. Visits & Events.  Our ‘Locomotiv8ors’ schools programme has continued for a 13
th

 year and 

additional school visits and visits from other groups have made for a busy year. In addition to the  

walks and trips mentioned above, further events are planned for later in the year (see programme) . 
 

3. Archives/Storage.  We keep adding to our back room store as donations continue to come in, which 

requires frequent work in reorganising and cataloguing our archives. Thanks to Kath, Roy and Derek.  
 

4.  Membership/Funding.  It is especially pleasing to be able to report that our membership has 

increased by 47 from 303 to 350 (NB the membership year now runs from Jan - Dec.). We would like 

to thank Liz for her work as Membership Secretary. Despite the continued increase in the costs 

associated with running the Heritage Centre and our other activities, the subscription remains at £10 per 

annum. This provides 11 free speakers + 2 magazines and represents very good value for money. We 

wish to acknowledge the annual grant of £1500 given to us by Horwich Town Council which is a 

significant help in running the Heritage Centre.    
 

5.  Staffing Rota/Caretaking.  Many thanks to the Committee members & volunteers who staff the 

Heritage Centre and especially to Gary Penman who organises the rota. There will be a mid-year 

Volunteers Meeting on Monday 7th July (7pm). We also wish to thank Norma for her work as cleaner.  
 

6. Magazine.  I have continued to edit the magazine. Many thanks to those who contributed articles for 

this year’s editions (including the 40
th

 Anniversary ‘special’edition). Please keep your contributions 

coming in.  
 

7. Speaker Programme/Trips.  The speaker programme has again proved varied and popular with 

numbers regularly exceeding 80 and sometimes 100. Please see the programme for details of 

forthcoming speakers, exhibitions, trips & walks. 
 

8. Web Site/Facebook/Research/Family History. Thanks to Neil at Bolton Website Design for 

keeping our website up to date and to Derek for running the facebook page. These 2 important elements 

of ‘social media’ help us to maintain good contact with our membership and beyond. Thanks  

to Kath Arkwright for dealing with requests for information, to those who helped with exhibition 

research and production and to Val Leese for running her Family History courses.  
 



9. Trading Goods.  Thanks to Kath for looking after our shop. Sales figures have again been good,  

helped by a range of new publications and ‘Book Sales’.  
 

10.  Community Projects. We have assisted Bolton Council in the restoration of the Crown 

roundabout direction sign and in re-building of the former Horwich Station Goods entrance wall. We 

have now installed an information board at the entrance. We have also been working with United 

Utilities on a new Rivington Reservoirs memorial trail.  Thanks to Roy and Derek for their work on 

these projects.     
  
10. Horwich Issues.   

 The Golf Course development is now underway and there has been an application for a new 
Aldi store adjacent to the Beehive roundabout. The former Mansell Paper Factory has now 

been cleared ready for redevelopment.  The Loco Works (Rivington Chase) main access road 

has still not been completed but new houses are now being built at the opposite end of the site 

off Crown Lane. The future of the last remaining Loco Works workshop, the Millwrights/ 

Pattern shop remains uncertain. The new Health Centre is now up and running. 

 Horwich Council has gone out to public consultation on a proposal to purchase the RMI 
cricket field and are still considering whether to consult the public on the partial 

closure/pedestrianisation of Winter Hey Lane.  

 Another disappointing season for Bolton Wanderers. Let’s hope the new manager can find the 

answers.  

 Thanks to Cllr Ian Aldcroft for his support as Mayor of Horwich this year. We welcome his 
successor Cllr Victoria Rigby.  As always, we continue to offer our support to the Town 

Council in its efforts to look after the ‘best interests’ of the town. 

 Sadly, there won’t be either a Horwich Festival of Racing or a Carnival this year but the 
Horwich Festival in September 2024 was a success (despite the weather) and will be repeated 

this year. The UK ‘Iron Man’ took place on Sunday 8
th

 June. 

 We have liaised with the Smithills Wildlife Trust as part of its public consultation on the 
future of the 2 Lads stone cairns. 

 

11. The Committee.  It is to the great credit of our Committee and Volunteers that we have such a full 

programme of activities and a unique, vibrant Heritage Centre – long may it continue! It is particularly 

pleasing to see a continued increase in the number of members, which we hope reflects the quality of 

what we have to offer. Thank you all for your support. If you would like to help us to continue our 

valuable work in the Horwich community, either as a Committee Member or Volunteer, please get in 

touch.      
 

CONCLUSIONS 

40 years on and we are still going strong! But we can never be complacent - we need to make sure that 

our Society and Heritage Centre continue to flourish. This means planning ahead and always trying to 

improve and develop our range of activities. We’ve come a long way together, so please continue to 

support Horwich Heritage, its Committee & Volunteers in whatever ways you can. THANK YOU. 

 

STUART WHITTLE – CHAIRMAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HORWICH HERITAGE 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 2024  
 

1.  Executive Committee.  The Committee has met on 11 occasions during the year and produced a full programme 

of activities.  The job descriptions of the Executive Committee have remained as follows: 
 

Stuart Whittle ------------   Chairman, magazine editor, liaison with Horwich TC, development of Heritage Centre & 

Open Days/exhibitions, speaker programme, grant applications, school & group visits, web 

site, posters, publicity for BN, representative on Rivington Chase Liaison Committee.  

Roy Davies---------------   Vice – Chairman, restoration & special projects, Heritage Centre improvements   

Derek Cartwright -------   Secretary, research, Open Days/exhibitions, facebook, health & safety/risk assessment                        

Carol Walker ------------   Treasurer  

Val Leese ----------------   Family History  

Kathleen Arkwright ----   Filing, archives, magazine distribution, shop manager 

Chris Foley --------------   Research, Open Days/exhibitions, facebook 

Liz Whitehead ----------   Membership Secretary, Tuesday Meetings desk,                        

Gary Penman -----------   Trip and rota organiser, Tuesday Meetings desk 

 

2. Heritage Centre.  The Centre has been fully appreciated by our visitors with a full range of shop, archive & 

research and exhibition facilities. For public safety, regular health & safety and risk assessments are carried out. 
 

3. Magazine.  Thanks to Stuart as editor and for managing to produce 2 high standard editions of the magazine.   
 

4. Membership.  Our high profile campaign on facebook and our website has enabled us to both retain and increase 

our membership. Thanks to Liz for her work as Membership Secretary. There are now 337 ordinary members and 13 

honorary members: Ted Wisedale, Les Duckworth, Phil Smith, Roy Davies, David Kaye, Betty Ainsworth, Kath Pyle, 

Sue Hurst, Neil Rickaby, Judith Whittle, Dennis Warren, Mike Ince and Barbara McQueen.  Sadly we have lost Jean 

Webster & Terry Almond during the past year. 
 

5. Social Media. We now recognise the importance of social media, and my ‘Flashback Fridays’ and other postings  

on facebook and Neil Rickaby’s regular postings on the website have helped to keep members in touch and generate a 

whole new following.  This has to be the way forward in this increasingly ‘media-driven’ age.  
 

5. Meetings & Trips.  We have been able to hold 11 speaker meetings and a Christmas ‘special’ – all of good quality 

and well-attended. Our trips and walks have also been well supported and we have more planned.     
 

6. Schools & Groups. Many thanks to Stuart & Judith for hosting the ‘Locomotiv8ors’ sessions & other group visits. 
 

7. Trading Goods/Family History.  Thanks to Kath for running the shop and to Val for her Family History courses.         
 

8. Representation.  We have continued to maintain close links with the Town Clerk & Community Centre 

management and thank them for their support    
 

9. Centre Staffing.  A big thank you to all those who have continued to staff our Centre: Les Duckworth, Margaret 

Pyatt, Barbara McQueen, Judith & Stuart Whittle, Carol Walker, Val Leese, Eric Kent, Cynthia Pearcy, Kathleen 

Arkwright, Derek Cartwright, Chris Foley, Roy Davies, Maureen Price, David Howarth, Gary Penman, Liz 
Whitehead, Bill & Marie Whiteside, Lindsay & Geoff Smith, Lilian & Stephen Foster, Gina Downham, Pauline 

Yates, Rod Sledge, Ian Nicholls & Dave Hart. We welcomed new volunteers, Susan & John Fletcher and Dave 

Partington, and look forward to others joining us.. Many thanks to Gary Penman for organizing the rota and our trip 

and to Norma for being our cleaner. We were sad to lose Lillian & Stephen Foster & Pauline Yates from the rota.    
 

 10. Other Helpers. We are indebted to our rotating desk team at monthly speaker meetings of Gary, Liz, Kath, 

Derek, Roy & Val for organizing the entry fees, raffle & sales. We also thank Neil Rickaby for his work on the 

website, Stephen Hamer for his help with exhibitions, Judith Whittle for helping with the Accounts and catering, our 

auditor, Peter Haslam and anyone else I have missed.  

 

DEREK CARTWRIGHT - SECRETARY  
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