
TRUSTEES REPORT 2020/21 SEASON 
 
The season was of course severely affected by the COVID pandemic and although activity was 
limited, the club did its best to adhere to the guidance offered on a regular basis by the Football 
Association and our County Football Association to make it both safe and successful. 
 
Training started again in late June 2020 when our players were only allowed to train in groups of no 
more than 6 people. Very few of our players had left the club during the period March – June 2020 
when the first period of lockdown hit. 
 
Competitive football started in August 2020 and league fixtures from September. Once again, the 
club followed updated guidance to ensure that games could be played as safely as possible whilst 
adhering to issues of social distancing, cleaning equipment and safe gathering of spectators. Risk 
assessments had to be written and were updated as and when the guidance was updated. Having 
returned to action successfully with all required measures in place we then had the next period of 
lockdown from December until the end of March. 
 
Use of the clubhouse facilities was prohibited from the start of the season but once we were allowed 
to “open up” the club had strict measures on “one in one out” access to the toilet facilities with 
separate entry and exit points into the building. The tuck shop on reopening was initially through a 
serving hatch (window) to the outside. Once we were able to use our normal facilities again this was 
done using social distancing to include queueing with separate entrance / exit points and users 
wearing masks at all times whilst in the building. 
 
Nevertheless, as the Country gradually “opened up “from March 2021 things were gradually 
returning to some level of normality by the end of the season. A QR poster was introduced to which 
all visitors to the site were asked to log into to aid track and trace measures. Football activity 
commenced again after the 2nd period of lockdown from April 2021 although some games had to be 
cancelled where players had unfortunately contacted the virus. 
 
Our new Kickers section for 5–6-year-olds finally began in April 2021. Recruitment of players was an 
immediate success and gave us encouragement to have successful recruitment to our under 7 and 8 
teams in the future where past playing numbers were of concern. This is crucial to our long-term 
sustainability. 
 
The club was pleased to report that there were no reported incidents throughout the season of 
anyone becoming COVID positive as a result of either playing or spectating at the club. Our members 
and their families adopted a very responsible attitude to the measures we put in place for which the 
club is very grateful. We adopted a serious and responsible attitude to implementing all the 
guidance given to us by various parties and we emerged strongly at the end of June 2021. This gave 
us the confidence to run our annual small, sided football competition in July 2021 but with strict 
operating procedures still in place. These protective measures will continue to be in place for as long 
as we are required to do so. 
 
From a financial perspective 2020/21 was a challenging year. The reduced income from members 
subs and fundraising activities put pressure on club finances. Members subscriptions were paid on a 
strict monthly basis with “payment free” months in place during the lockdown period to avoid a 
potential issue of refunds. However, our members (parents) were keen to offer the club as much 
support as possible. 
 
We were unable to operate fundraising activities during the season to include car boot sales, 



Christmas raffles etc and as stated above our tuck shop income was significantly reduced compared 
to usual. However, the club was able to apply for continued grant support for loss of income from 
our local council which was well received. Funding from the Football Foundation was also 
forthcoming to be used on specific virus protection purposes e.g., signage, PPE, extra cleaning 
materials, maintenance of the clubhouse. As shown in the accounts a “Return to Action” grant was 
received late in the season and the “committed but unspent” balance was carried forward into the 
new financial year 2021/22. 
 
The club was also successful in applying for a 5-year grant from the Football Foundation towards the 
improvement in our pitches although the first payment received in June 2021 was carried forward 
into 2021/22 as the work had not started by 30th June. 
 
Whilst the club successfully controlled it’s spending in the face of the above issues, our main spend 
continued to be on pitch and clubhouse maintenance to ensure they were kept in good condition 
once we were allowed to use them again. 
 
The club accounts show a small in year surplus once again demonstrating the robust nature of our 
finances whilst acknowledging the support from external bodies that we were able to advantage of 
during a very challenging period. 
 
 



 


