
Methodist Church South West Wales Circuit Annual Report Sept 2023 – Aug 2024 

Introduction  

 Welcome to our report. The South West Wales Circuit is set in a beautiful area and includes 
the Pembrokeshire National Park, much lovely countryside and a large number of beaches. We are 
blessed indeed to live and work in this area. Everything we do is driven by our faith in Jesus Christ 
and we all strive to meet the aims of our organisation as set out below. 

Aims and organisation  

 This circuit is committed to the aims of “A discipleship movement shaped for mission” and 
seeks in its strategic planning and daily ministry, lay and ordained, to welcome and engage with 
people of all ages, without discrimination and irrespective of faith or no faith. 

Within the twelve churches that make up the circuit, we seek to increase awareness of God’s 
presence and to celebrate, within a variety of worship styles, God’s unconditional love. 

We aim to help people to grow together and learn from each other, as we explore faith and 
spirituality in a variety of contexts. 

The circuit is passionate about community outreach, demonstrated by the projects which have been 
initiated and are run collaboratively during the week in order to meet a variety of spiritual, social, 
additional and emotional needs.  

Charity objective is to act as a Resource provider within the area of Carmarthenshire and 
Pembrokeshire for the Methodist Church:   

The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be deemed to have been since the Date of 
Union the advancement of: 

a) The Christian faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and discipline of The Methodist 
Church; 

b) Any charitable purpose for the time being of any Connexional, District, Circuit. local or other 
organisation of The Methodist Church; 

c) Any charitable purpose for the time being of any society or institution subsidiary or ancillary to 
The Methodist Church; 

d) Any purpose for the time being of any charity being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to The 
Methodist Church 

The organisation and resourcing of regular public acts of worship open to members of the church 
and non-members alike.  

The teaching of Christianity through sermons, courses and small groups.  

The resourcing of pastoral work including visiting the sick and bereaved.  

Taking religious assemblies in local schools.  

Promotion of Christianity through the staging of events and services.  

Provision of chaplaincy services to the local university and other institutions.  

  



Public Benefit  

We confirm the trustees have had regard to the Charity Commission’s guidance on public benefit. 

 

Brief financial review of the year  

 Income trends 

Circuit income is primarily drawn from the assessment paid by the circuit churches. Contributions 
from churches has stabilised. The Pioneer Minister, Diaconal post is fully Grant this year received 
money from 2 separate Methodist Funds and the Deacon based in Llanelli is 50% funded through a 
Synod Grant. The rental income of £15,412 included in ‘other receipts’, relates to the rental of a 
manse as a holiday let. £ 16,164 was received into the TMCP Model Trust Fund having been returned 
from the Methodist Pension Fund. 

  
 Expenditure trends 

Stipend expenditure increases each financial year in line with Conference approved increases, and 
the Circuit also employs a part time Administrator on the Living Wage. 16.6% of normal expenditure 
is the Circuit contribution to the District and Connexion, of which a significant part is used to fund 
the work of the wider Methodist Church. 

  
 Fund balances 

As at 31 August 2024 the net current assets in the General Fund of the Circuit were £117,511. This 
includes a total of £24,254 grant funding remaining for the missional Deacon Project at the end of 
the 5 year funding period. Permission is being sought to carry this money forward to partially fund 
this thriving mission work following the re-invitation of the Missional Deacon. The deficit in the 
general funds is offset by the interest received primarily from the Model Trust Fund giving a net 
receipt of £3,741.  An outstanding loan of £10,000 made to Hall St, Llanelli 20 years ago has been 
written off by agreement at the Circuit Meeting. The financial position of the Circuit at the end of 
the financial year is in line with the Budget, due to reduced Ministers' stipend and reduced expenses 
as a result of changed working practices, alongside reduced income from churches, whilst the Circuit 
Model Trust has £505,968.  
  

Plans for 2024/25  
The Circuit was unsuccessful in the 2023/24 Methodist Stationing process and as a result the Circuit 
financial plans for the coming year were prepared on the basis that there would be two full time and 
two part time ordained staff with anticipated cost of living stipend increases. This year's ministry 
team is as follows; Superintendent, 1 paid Supernumerary (0.2 FTE), 1 full time Deacon (50% Grant 
funded), and 1 part time Deacon (0.49 FTE 50% Grant funded). The Circuit is re-entering the 
Stationing process for 2024/25 for a part time presbyter to serve churches in the west of the Circuit. 
An Admin Support Assistant is employed for 10 hours per week. 

   

 

Basis of preparation and legal framework  



 The Charity’s annual report and accounts for the year ended 31 August 2024 have been 
prepared in accordance with the Charities Act 2011 and the Charities: Statement of Recommended 
Practice 2015 as applicable to the Financial Reporting Standard(FRS) 102 using Receipts and 
Payments on the Standard Form of Accounts. 

   

 Full Name of Charity:  Methodist Church South West Wales Circuit  

 Registration Charity Number:  …1144953……………….. 

 Date of registration   7th December 2011 

 Main communication address      112 Felinfoel Rd, Llanelli, SA15 3JS 

  

The members of the South West Wales Methodist Circuit meeting are the Charity Trustees, 
membership being made up of circuit office holders, ministers and representatives appointed by the 
local churches.  

Fully membership is shown as Appendix A to this report.  

 Circuit Ministers and officers    

 

Active Circuit Ministers            Rev Geoffrey Hays 

                                                      Rev.Stella Hayton (Authorised Presbyter) 

                                                      Rev John Hayton (Authorised Presbyter) 

              Rev Hugh-John Wilson (0.2 FTE) 

                                                      Deacon Jonathan Miller 

                                                      Deacon Katherine Hays (0.49 FTE) 

Circuit Stewards                         Ms Sharon Knox 

                                                      Ms Anne Worker 

                                                      Mrs Ann Maggs 

                                                      Mrs Margaret Birch 

              Mr Graham Hobbs 

              Mrs Jane Hobbs 

Administrator:                           Ms Miriam Moules 

Treasurer:            Mrs Margaret Birch 

 

Independent examiner            Mr Nigel Roberts 



             11 Penbryn Avenue  

             Carmarthen, SA31 3DH 

  

 

Investment Bankers :  Central Finance Board of the Methodist Church 

                                          Trustees for Methodist Church purposes              

Bank:   CAF Bank (Charities Aid Foundation)  

   

Structure, Governance and Management    

The governing document for the Circuit is the Deed of Union (1932) and Methodist Church Act 
(1976)  

Detailed governance arrangements are outlined within the Constitutional Practice and Discipline of 
the Methodist Church by order of the annual conference (CPD). 

Day to day management of the Circuit is undertaken by the Circuit Leadership team along with the 
Local Preachers meeting.  

  

Trustee Training  

A range of guidance produced by Methodist Connexion to support the effective running of the 
circuit, specifically ‘The Role of a Trustee in The Methodist Church’ is available on the Methodist 
Church website for all new Circuit meeting members as induction to their role as trustees.  

Related Parties  

"The Circuit is part of the Wales Synod Cymru and is also accountable to the Methodist Conference. 

The following Methodist Churches are linked to the circuit: 

Burry Port 
Carew, Wesley, 
Carmarthen Wesley 
Haverfordwest, Albany (Methodist and URC) 
Kidwelly, Trinity 
Llanelli, Hall St (Methodist and URC) 
Milford Haven, Christ Church (Methodist and URC) 
Pembroke Ferry, Trinity 
Saundersfoot 
Stepaside 
Tenby, St John’s (Methodist and URC) 
The Church without Walls (St Clears Mission) 

 

Risk Management    



The major risks have been identified and recorded by the Circuit Leadership Team with professional 
advice taken as required. 

There is a regular annual review process undertaken and recorded. 

Income and Expenditure is being monitored in total and is compared with the approved annual 
budget on a half yearly basis to detect trends as part of the risk management process to avoid 
unforeseen calls on reserves. 

Safeguarding  

Every person has a value and dignity which comes directly from the creation of male and female in 
God’s own image and likeness. Christians see this potential as fulfilled by God’s re-creation of us in 
Christ. Among other things this implies a duty to value all people as bearing the image of God and 
therefore to protect them from harm.  

 "Methodist Connexional practice outlines commitment to the following principles: 

• the care and nurture of, and respectful pastoral ministry with, all children, young people and 
adults  

• the safeguarding and protection of all children, young people and adults when they are vulnerable 

• the establishing of safe, caring communities which provide a loving environment where there is 
informed vigilance as to the dangers of abuse. 

• We will carefully select and train all those with any responsibility within the Church, in line with 
Safer Recruitment principles, including the use of criminal records disclosures and registration with 
the relevant vetting and barring schemes. 

• We will respond without delay to every complaint made which suggests that an adult, child or 
young person may have been harmed, cooperating with the police and local authority in any 
investigation. 

• We will seek to work with anyone who has suffered abuse, developing with them an appropriate 
ministry of informed pastoral care. 

• We will seek to challenge any abuse of power, especially by anyone in a position of trust. 

• We will seek to offer pastoral care and support, including supervision and referral to the proper 
authorities, to any member of our church community known to have offended against a child, young 
person or vulnerable adult. 

• In all these principles we will follow legislation, guidance and recognised good practice 

The South West Wales Circuit commits itself to ensuring the implementation of Connexional 
Safeguarding Policy; government legislation, guidance and safe practice in the circuit and in the 
churches.  

The South West Wales Circuit commits itself to the provision of support, advice and training for lay 
and ordained people that will ensure people are clear and confident about their roles and 
responsibilities in safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and adults who may be 
vulnerable.   

  



Reserves Policy  

The Reserves Policy for the Circuit is to hold a minimum sum equivalent to six months' average 
expenditure. This should be sufficient to meet any unforeseen item of major expenditure on menses 
and / or to be able to continue, in the short term, funding planned activities in the event of any 
inability to raise the full Circuit Assessment from churches. In addition, the Circuit has agreed from 
last year to keep £50,000 in reserve to provide either loans or grants to Circuit Meeting approved 
projects. Additional monies in TMCP Model Trust are also held in reserve to cover the expected 
Ministerial appointments from Sept 2025 if there is a shortfall in church assessments.  
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AefiSL,FIT$ FSR Tl-iE YEAR rNFrD 3'l August 2t124 $outh West Wales Cine uiq

Un - Circuit
restricted Model Trust Restricted
Funds Fund Funds

LLL

Totals this
year

I
126,336

34,964

38,338

36,975

236,613 {aB)

Totals last
year

f
t t t ,utt)

i41,4*2

16,S'i7

63,491

30,20s

379,039

SECTION A

a1 RHCEIPTS Note

a2 Assessment/Share 12S,336

a3 Capitai receipts
^A Bank and CFB interest and

lnv*stment inc0me 9,s86 2A q79,

e6 Grants 1,1 "18 3V,224

a6 Other receipts 20,81i 16,164

a7 TOTAL RECEIPTS 158,251 41,142 37,220

SECTION B

b1 PAYMENTS
Stlpends, salarles, ldlC, Pension and
travel costs 62,184 53,381

b3 l\,1anse Costs 13,477 3,789

b4 Administration etc 11,505 1,411

b5 District Assessment 38,588

b6 Grarrts & donaiicns 25,831
DI Epenses on other Circuit Property

19.S?2

b8 Cther payrnents r,vJ/ 847

h0 TOTAL PAYMENTS 147,613 27,242 58,017

{ 15,565

17,366

'!2,916

38,588

25,831

19,92?

2,784

232,877 {bs}

144,58$

1A 2AA

14,996

36.852

38,841

19,678

3,872

275,477

SECTION C

c1

NET RECEIPTS/PAYMENTS FOR
THE YEAR {a7-b9) 10,538 13,900 {20,797} 3,747 103,952

Total funds brought foruard frr:m las{ year 619,736 (co) 515,774

-a Sub total {c1+c2} 10,638 13,900 {20,797} 623,477 619,735

(c7Jc4 Transfers and adiustrnents

C) TOTAL FUNDS AT END OF YEAR {c3+c4} 10,638 13,900 {24,797l, 523,477 6'19,736

D

d

d1 nce b fonruard from last

d2 - received for external nisations

d3 - passed to external

7+dZ-BALANCE STILI- TO BE PAID

FOR INFORMATION ONLY: MONEY RECEIVED AND PASSED ON TO EXTERNAL ORGANISATIONS
amounts should not be included in total above)

d4

1of 1cirrui!r_and_p-2t24 v2
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{e1t}

623.477 {c8}

623,477 ivi
Continue on a separaie
sheei if necessary anal bring
ihe toials foMard

E

lnternal Organisation y/ouiC norfially be Restr^icied fund* uniess it could he clearly shown that ihey couid be *sed for any Lrletnodist purposB. This sectlon
nlust lre completed to arr;ve at the grass receipts and pa:",ments totals of the Circuit. lf gross irlcome exceeCs th€ Accruals thrsshold ri [250,Ci]0, then the

method of acco|rirting AND A IiIFFEREhJT FORM ilust be us;ed ta rep$rt the *ccolints {see l\,{ethodist website). Piease refer t(r ihe guidsnce
noles .egailing transfers bei',veen'lle Ci.auit anil conrected Crrcuit Organisations.

Jt 2024 eiid intenlalaCCLlUI"ltS renorting 10 the Llirculi Lrieetirg. Note that li:e firncts of an

INTERI.JAL
ORGANiSATIONS

el

e:

e-i

e4

!r-l

e6

rB

5iltr tcial of lniernal
Crganisatio!rs filficis

et

Circuit as60un$ (t6tals
brought foffiard from
pags2-totalscolumni

e10 HELO AY CIRCUIT

236 J

J

TOTAL RECEIPTS
TOTAL

PAYIlJlENTS

C,RCUIT - CASH FUNDS HELD at 31 2t24

l; ?n,

114,467

491 .971

619,7,[0 (rsl

{e11)

ffis,744 {x}

OPENING ELOSING

1q 817

141 .974

505,968

623,479 {cs}

{e121

623,47S fvl

J't Cash in hand

fl Bank Cdrrent Account

Eank Deposit Accouirt

14 Cectrsl Finance Board

f5 Trrsiees ior trrethodi:t Chur,rh Purposes

16 Ciher fuirds

t1 SIJB TOTAL

tI
Total iunds held by lnlernal Organisations (the
clcsinq balai.rce lotals above) (e12)

r; TOTAL CASH FUNOS HELD BY CIRCUIT

SECTION G

OTHER ASSETS and l-lABll-lTlES

ql investmenls iinolude Efl dowmentol

al Lani and Eull<jinqs isee noies re lnsLlrance ValLr*;

s3 r.ther Asseis

s,l i-canis) - sirovJ €mount outstandinq at year enrl

Otief Liabii;ties

14 lnciude only Fufids held at the Cenlral Finance Board
15 lnclude orily CFg Funds htld at Trustees for Method,si Church Pilrpcses
g1 lncllrde any othei investments (no1 the cash element of TA/iCP trust accourlis this is inserted in line f5)

AI

2023

e Aon

1,fJ72.543

1a qnn

'J1

3.630

1.47?.121

1,silc

cr.cuitr,ano-p-2024 v2 1of1



lJ3rll{: r>f Cirr:r:ii .. Sc'utn ln'e:.,t \.,jsl*5 t:+tl,i5rit Crrcur:

Declaraticns and $crutfny

i co*firm that th*se Eeeeipt and F*i+nent based accounts for the year to 31 rr,ugust ?GE4 tr*vc trecn
ptep;rred fr+rn Lhe records ol the Circuit snd that they includ* all tunds under tlie contr*lcf ihe
C:r*r:rl r**etins.

Sign*luie qrf lrcarurer H 'ri *-L- O::irr Cr+- O.r l'r-

f{$ffi* *$S M.Sre$$ sf txsi&$$r*r "..-.. },}sr$areln1rff

8ry Y *E*r. Pernbrey ftd, l(dure{fy. Se'f I4TF

Presentati*n ts the Circuit me*ting

I cs{firrn thtst the *nnual rep*rt ar:d accsunts for tha yriar *x**d 31 Augu*t 2024 ucre

p{*Se*t*d t* the Circurt rn*rting heH oyr "...-".1t.s3..?$

Signa:::r* rf thc Chair cf llra *lselinq

tiam* Sf the Chair of the rneeti*g ... Itev Ge,jtrsl, nars

lndependent Examiner's Repart to the Trustees of the

South West Wales Methodist Circuit

Charity Number .'n449.,3

Respansibilities and basis of rcpr:rt

I r*p** ta the trustees fin my ex*misiation of tha account* *f thc snuth llesi'vvalru tr4*rh*d;.st

Ci;ci.ril fnr lfte y*ar end*d Sl nuEust ?{tt4 s*t uut on firg{rs ? tc} }. A$ the flirs'{rit's trustees. yCIil are
msp*nsibla for the pr*paratio{} s{ th* *ffiount$ in acc+rd***e vt'ith the r*quirern*nt$ *t the Chariti*s
r'crt 2t31'l {'thn /tcf}.

I repari in respect of my exanrinatioa of lhe Circuil's ace+uills canied out und*r ser;iio$ 145 of the
Act a:rd. in carrying out rny erar*inatlon, I have follo+';*d *ll th* applfoxble Dire\ctions giui:* by ltre
Charity Carnrnission undcr sectiotr 145{5}{b) of ?hc Ac!.

' delet* crr cilrle as apsroprifitc

i - 1t- If .t1.+-trt" ')-.1 '-'
' 9' j'* , r

r-r"rr..il j' &il_ir-: i i.l .ri l,rf?



Name of Circuit .. South West Wales Methodist Circuit Feb-20

lndependent Examiner's Statement

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in
connectionwiththeexamination()whichgivemecauSetobelieve
that in, any material respect:

r the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Act; or
o the accounts do not accord with the accounting records.

I have no concerns and have corne across no other rnatters in connection with the examination to
which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the
accounts to be reached.

I Fq:mfhave not* obtained independent verification of all investments with the Trustees for Methodist
Church Purposes or held in other trusts, bank balances and funds at the Central Finance Board of
the tvlethodist Church which are individually in excess of f 10,000 (ten thousand pounds) at the
balance sheet date.

Signature of independent examiner

Name of independent examiner . ..1.{.tgrg. f.

xl-1,t- ?-b'S
0r{^6rrt

Relevant professiona I q ualification of independent examiner tAfr*lfe. oti.rlrnv"PdA

/xs*<ur.e o+ Bro.'t-rce*f

Name of firm (where appropriate)

Address I\ ta.*lrt'.r iloagq,1g,'.....[

Date ..u5/o5/leLltl

* delete or circle as appropriate

circuit-r_and_p-2024 5of5
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Declaraticns and $crutfny

i co*firm that th*se Eeeeipt and F*i+nent based accounts for the year to 31 rr,ugust ?GE4 tr*vc trecn
ptep;rred fr+rn Lhe records ol the Circuit snd that they includ* all tunds under tlie contr*lcf ihe
C:r*r:rl r**etins.

Sign*luie qrf lrcarurer H 'ri *-L- O::irr Cr+- O.r l'r-

f{$ffi* *$S M.Sre$$ sf txsi&$$r*r "..-.. },}sr$areln1rff

8ry Y *E*r. Pernbrey ftd, l(dure{fy. Se'f I4TF

Presentati*n ts the Circuit me*ting

I cs{firrn thtst the *nnual rep*rt ar:d accsunts for tha yriar *x**d 31 Augu*t 2024 ucre

p{*Se*t*d t* the Circurt rn*rting heH oyr "...-".1t.s3..?$

Signa:::r* rf thc Chair cf llra *lselinq

tiam* Sf the Chair of the rneeti*g ... Itev Ge,jtrsl, nars

lndependent Examiner's Repart to the Trustees of the

South West Wales Methodist Circuit

Charity Number .'n449.,3

Respansibilities and basis of rcpr:rt

I r*p** ta the trustees fin my ex*misiation of tha account* *f thc snuth llesi'vvalru tr4*rh*d;.st

Ci;ci.ril fnr lfte y*ar end*d Sl nuEust ?{tt4 s*t uut on firg{rs ? tc} }. A$ the flirs'{rit's trustees. yCIil are
msp*nsibla for the pr*paratio{} s{ th* *ffiount$ in acc+rd***e vt'ith the r*quirern*nt$ *t the Chariti*s
r'crt 2t31'l {'thn /tcf}.

I repari in respect of my exanrinatioa of lhe Circuil's ace+uills canied out und*r ser;iio$ 145 of the
Act a:rd. in carrying out rny erar*inatlon, I have follo+';*d *ll th* applfoxble Dire\ctions giui:* by ltre
Charity Carnrnission undcr sectiotr 145{5}{b) of ?hc Ac!.

' delet* crr cilrle as apsroprifitc

i - 1t- If .t1.+-trt" ')-.1 '-'
' 9' j'* , r

r-r"rr..il j' &il_ir-: i i.l .ri l,rf?



Name of Circuit .. South West Wales Methodist Circuit Feb-20

lndependent Examiner's Statement

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in
connectionwiththeexamination()whichgivemecauSetobelieve
that in, any material respect:

r the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Act; or
o the accounts do not accord with the accounting records.

I have no concerns and have corne across no other rnatters in connection with the examination to
which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the
accounts to be reached.

I Fq:mfhave not* obtained independent verification of all investments with the Trustees for Methodist
Church Purposes or held in other trusts, bank balances and funds at the Central Finance Board of
the tvlethodist Church which are individually in excess of f 10,000 (ten thousand pounds) at the
balance sheet date.

Signature of independent examiner

Name of independent examiner . ..1.{.tgrg. f.

xl-1,t- ?-b'S
0r{^6rrt

Relevant professiona I q ualification of independent examiner tAfr*lfe. oti.rlrnv"PdA

/xs*<ur.e o+ Bro.'t-rce*f

Name of firm (where appropriate)

Address I\ ta.*lrt'.r iloagq,1g,'.....[

Date ..u5/o5/leLltl

* delete or circle as appropriate
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