Chairman’s Report on 2022

During 2022, we had a change of Chairman when Rev Peter Williamson stepped down at the end of
August (although he remains a Trustee) and Rev Jeff Short arrived.

In February and March, we journeyed through Lent together for the first time since 2019 following
the Covid pandemic and appreciated what we had missed during the various lockdowns.

Also in March, our Church Secretary, who is also a Local Preacher, was presented with a Certificate
for having preached the Gospel for 25 years. This should have been presented a year or so earlier
but was delayed because of the pandemic.

In the Spring, work started on some of our worst roofs and this has reduced the amount of water
ingress into the building.

In May, Rev Peter wanted to tackle the sometimes contentious issue of same-sex marriage so that it
was not an issue that would greet our new incoming Minister at the outset of his time with us. A full
Church Meeting was arranged on a May evening so that everyone could attend and we were given
presentations from the Methodist Church on the background to the decisions we were now being
asked to make. We were asked to consider our response and whether holding such weddings on our
premises was biblically sound and in line with the “God in Love Unites Us” paper produced by the
Methodist Church. The meeting took place in a very respectful manner with those of differing views
expressing them kindly and in love. A vote was taken at the end of the evening which, although not
binding on the Trustees, gave a good indication of the wishes of the Congregation as a majority
voted in favour of same-sex weddings and blessings being held in our Church.

In the middle of August, the Trustees debated the issue and comments were once again expressed in
a respectful and considerate manner. The vote, which does represent the final decision of Central
Church, followed that of the Church Meeting and a majority voted “for”. Our new wedding licence
was applied for in September and issued by the Local Authority in November 2022.

Also in August we received into membership by transfer from other Churches two members and we
were also thrilled that one of our young people made a public proclamation of her faith by becoming
a member before going off to University in the September.

At the end of August, we said a big thank you to our three supernumerary ministers who had been
looking after us for the previous 3 years or so despite having only being co-opted originally for a
period of 3 months. The congregation was very generous as they showed their appreciation to Rev
Peter Williamson, Rev Jerry Cook and Rev Valerie Price and a presentation was made to them over a
lunch after Worship.

Rev Jeff Short and his wife Julia arrived in the September and we held a welcome lunch after
Worship to settle them in. Rev Jeff brings different qualities to Central which compliments those of
Peter and Val who are still very much part of the spiritual leadership of the Church.

In the autumn the Trustees made the decision that a new kitchen was needed if we wished to
continue offering refreshments to our Congregations and the various groups using our premises.
This was fitted in October and is being enjoyed by the Catering Committee.

Usual Advent and Christmas celebrations took us up to the end of the year.
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Marre of Church . Central Church Torquay

Declarations and Scrutiny

| confirm that these Receipt and Payment based accounts for the year to 31 December 2022 have
been prepared from the records of the Church and that they include all funds under the contral of the
Church trustees.

Signature of treasurer ..._........ \ﬁ{j’-‘ Il‘--"i‘-‘-—ﬂ-h% _________ Date A= 133023

......................................................................................... Post Code............. TG3 180

Presentation to the Church trustees

| confirm that the annual report and accounts for the year ended 31 December 2022 were/wilkpe™
presented 1o the meeting of the Church trustees held on ... 33|14 2023

Signature of the Chair of the meeting ........ dﬂﬁjﬂﬂhﬁ’ .............. AN RS

Name of the Chair of the meeting ... 21~ Pp=t . Dae 2223,

Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of the
Central Church

Charity Number 1144510

Responsibilities and basis of report

| report to the trustess on my exarmination of the accounts of Cantral Church for the year ended 31
December 2022 set out on pages 1-3. As the Church's irusiess, you are responsible for the
préparation of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 ('the Act).

| report in respect of my examination of the Church's accounts carried out under section 145 of the
Act and, in carrying out my examination, | have followed all the applicable Directions given by the
Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act,
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Independent Examiner’s Statement

I have completed my examination. | confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in

connection with the examination-{ethasthan-that tiscissd-balaaw) which give me cause o believe
that in, amy material respeact;

| have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to
which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the
Accounts to ba reached.

| have/have not* obtained independent verification of all investments with the Trustees for Methodist
Church Purposes or held in other trusts. bank balances and funds at the Central Finance Board of
the Methodist Church which are individually in excess of £10,000 (ten thousand pounds) at the
balanca sheef date,

Mame of independent examiner ... l? ai " -}H ¥ "f!ﬁ ............................................
Relevant professional qualification of independent examiner ... ... F"? ; I f‘ "‘ .................
Mame of firm (where app ber) - ...........................................................
s 20 Colucll o floal uelbivosd,
........... B L o T oy L= L
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