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CENTRAL CHURCH TORQUAY
England & Wales · Charity number 1144910

Details

Status Registered

Legal form Other

Registered 2011-12-05

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Tor Hill Road
Torquay
Devon
TQ2 5RN

Phone 01803 522109

Email jannewman@hotmail.co.uk

Website www.centralchurchtorquay.org

Activities

Objects: THE PURPOSE OF THE CHARITY IS TO ADVANCE THE CHRISTIAN FAITH IN THE AREA OF
BENEFIT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES OF THE PARTICIPATING
CHURCHES

Activities: a) Celebration of public worship.b) The teaching of the Christian faith.c) Mission and
Evangelism.d) Pastoral work, including visiting the sick and bereaved.e) The provision of facilities with a
Christian ethos for the local community, including (but not restricted to) the elderly, the young and other
groups with special needs.f) The support of other charities in the UK and overseas.

Classification

• How: Makes Grants To Organisations, Provides Other Finance, Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space,
Provides Services

• What: Religious Activities

• Who: Children/young People, Elderly/old People, Other Charities Or Voluntary Bodies, The General
Public/mankind
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Geography

• Area of benefit: THE UNITARY AUTHORITY OF TORBAY.

• Torbay

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-12-31 £139,648 £118,324 - -

2024-12-31 £107,015 £115,838 - -

2023-12-31 £100,813 £105,656 - -

2022-12-31 £97,320 £120,346 - -

2021-12-31 £77,830 £62,857 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Rev Jeff Short Chair 2022-09-01

Ann Molyneux 2025-08-10

Jan Newman 2018-08-01

Jenny Hornby 2023-09-21

Jenny Price 2015-08-27

John Tibbetts 2015-07-16

MARGARET NEWMAN 2011-11-07

Paul Wescott 2021-07-11

Sue Norman 2018-08-01

Susan Ann Coatham 2014-10-16
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Trustees’ Report on 2025 

2025 was a big year in the life of Central Church. 

We started the year with a determinaƟon to improve our financial situaƟon and the Trustees 
made the decision to refurbish and let the old caretaker’s flat aƩached to the Church in 
order to bring in some rental income but also to stop unnecessary expenses being incurred 
such as the Council Tax. Work was completed in March and, aŌer one potenƟal tenant falling 
through, was eventually let in July.  

The tenants in our manse at Quinta Road gave noƟce at the end of 2024 and, aŌer a refresh 
cosƟng just over £2000, we were able to secure new tenants in February 2025 and to 
increase the rent to current market levels. 

The Trustees also made the decision to invest in a card machine and this was installed in the 
summer and has been bringing in much needed donaƟons. 

On the 3rd June we kicked off a 15 month period of celebraƟons for our Golden Anniversary. 
The foundaƟon stone of Central Church was laid by The Bishop of Exeter on the 3rd June 
1975 and we started with an Anniversary Service. AŌer a re-dedicaƟon of the stone by 
Bishop Mark Rylands, greeƟngs and prayers of support were conveyed by the Methodist 
District Chair, Reverend Dr. Daniel HayleƩ, by the Moderator of The South West Province of 
the URC, Reverend David Downing, and the Methodist Deputy Regional Chair, the Reverend 
Kevin Hooke. All remarked on the contribuƟon Central had made to many lives in both the 
community and beyond through its witness on the Hill during the past fiŌy years. These 
thoughts were shared by Bishop Mark Rylands in his sermon that celebrated the local work 
that Central Church has done, together with other churches in Torquay. The role of the 
church as a place to care for the vulnerable was parƟcularly highlighted. We are the Living 
Stones on which the Church is built. 

To conƟnue our celebraƟons, the planning group decided that there would be, if possible, an 
event each month and so in July we were honoured to have a visit from our MP Steve 
Darling with his Guide Dog Jenny. The 49th Anniversary of the actual opening was 
remembered on Sunday 7th September when the Moderator of the South West Province of 
he URC David Downing returned to lead worship. At the end of September we were thrilled 
to have a weekend visit from Paul Jones (formerly of Manfred Mann) and his wife Fiona who 
led many sessions about their faith. 

In October Jonathan Oliverio and Elsa Lewis led an aŌernoon of Vintage Gospel singing and 
at the end of that month Barbara Gissinger arranged an aŌernoon with Julie Sissons and 
Hannah Spooner called “Those Were The Days”. All the anniversary events have been well 
supported and very enjoyable. 

Unfortunately, on Sunday 19th October our gas boiler broke down with two different 
problems. Although we iniƟally planned to repair the boiler, albeit with a 4-5 week delivery 
Ɵme on the parts, we were given the shock news 3 weeks into the waiƟng Ɵme that the 
suppliers had made the parts obsolete. We were leŌ without heat for the rest of the Autumn 
and into the Winter. 



As we look forward and trust in God’s guiding hand, we are looking into various heaƟng 
systems and considering going green parƟcularly as both our parent bodies are hoping to hit 
net zero by 2030. As we end the year with our extra clothes for warmth, this is an ongoing 
situaƟon which we hope will be resolved in 2026. 
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Chairman’s Report on 2024 

2024 in general was a difficult year financially with both property issues and uƟlity bills 
causing concern for the Trustees. However, it was also a very posiƟve year as the members 
started to look forward to celebraƟng the 50th Anniversary of the Stone Laying of Central 
Church in 1975 and then the opening of the Church in September 2026.  

The Bible Study Group enƟtled Lent MaƩers returned in March and we held our second 
Spring Fayre in April. This was a success once again bringing together everyone in the Church 
and some outside organisaƟons as we all parƟcipated to the best of our ability and it also 
raised much needed funds for the Church. Also in April we joined the Circuit Away Day at 
Buckfast Abbey which was the first Ɵme it had been held and was well supported. We also 
hosted a concert from the Torbay Police Choir and the Mevagissey Male Voice Choir which 
was superb. 

Central held its 2nd Away Day of its own in May and this Ɵme it was at the Mount Olive 
Ministries Hall. It was a good opportunity to share ideas and dreams for taking Central 
forward and from this has come the new “Feast Sundays” which happen once a month 
which have a Communion Service followed by lunch and a speaker. In the Feast Days during 
the Autumn, we heard about the work being done by the Fisherman’s Mission in Brixham for 
example. 

During the Summer we set up a Steering CommiƩee to start planning for event to celebrate 
our Golden Anniversary and this group has met monthly since then. It is planned that there 
will be one event every month from June 2025 to September 2026. 

With the departure of one of our Circuit Ministers, Rev Doug Rix, in July and the arrival of a 
new part-Ɵme minister in September, this brought about a reshuffle of Circuit Methodist 
Churches and our own Minister, Rev Jeff got busier but these changes have seƩled in well. 

We hosted the Circuit Missions Day in October in which we heard about the work that 
various organisaƟons are doing in the Bay and we also hosted the ChrisƟngle Service for 
Home Church on the 22nd December before rearranging the Church again for our annual 
Candlelight Service in the evening. 

In summary it was a year of thanking God for all He has done for Central in the past and 
making plans for the future. 
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Chairman’s Report on 2023 

2023 was an eventful year for Central Church with different events taking place and some regular 

activities starting or re-commencing for the first time in a long while. 

In March we hosted the Launceston Male Voice Choir and they gave a concert on the Saturday 

evening which was enjoyable and raised funds for the Church. This concert spilled over into the 

refreshments time at the end where a sing-song was appreciated by everyone. Many members of 

the Choir also joined us for Worship on the Sunday morning. 

In April, we resurrected the Spring Fayre. We used to have a Christmas Fayre in December every year 

but have not had one since before Covid. They were a useful source of income for Central as well as 

being an event that everyone of whatever age or capability can take part in. The Trustees felt that 

Spring would be a good time to hold it as members were less busy. The Fayre was a success 

financially as well as bringing the Church together. 

During the Spring and early Summer, Central prepared for an “Away Day”. One of the Trustees was 

given a vision that the Church should meet away from the premises and have a frank discussion 

about our vision for the future and what we thought God wanted for his Church at Central. April, 

May and June were set aside for themed preaching around the Bible Book of Nehemiah and what we 

could learn from his experiences of getting a message from God and carrying it through to 

completion when rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem. Every day in June we all prayed the same prayer 

for guidance for Central in order to surround the Away Day in prayer. 

The Away Day itself happened on the 1st July in a local hotel. Many members worked hard to 

rearrange their schedules to clear the majority of the day in order to attend such was the buzz and 

excitement that had been created in the lead-up. The day was in the most part a positive event filled 

with excitement at what God had achieved through us since Covid and what his plans were for us in 

the future. Much of the cost of the event was covered by a District Grant leaving only a small 

amount for members to pay. 

At that Away Day, members were asked to give ideas, suggestions, dreams and visions as to what 

could be done in the future and a few of those ideas were realised before the end of the year. Some 

are still a work in progress such as the Solar Panels which many people suggested for our south 

facing flat roofed building. 

One of the requests was the building should have a spring clean and paint. During two weekends, 

once at the beginning of August and the other in the Autumn half term, we cleared out a lot of 

rubbish that had been accumulated over the years and also Rooms 1 and 2 were decorated. 

Other ideas from the Away Day that have come to fruition are: 

- Having pre-worship prayer each week. Room 2 has now been set aside for that function and 

worshippers are encouraged to have private prayer as they feel led. 

- Having a dedicated and comfortable Children’s Area which is open each week so that 

children attending our Worship feel included and part of the Central Family. 

- The provision of a take home leaflet 

In September we also hosted the Callington Gospel Choir which was a lovely evening of praise. 

In December, our Minister and three of our Supernumerary Ministers launched a monthly social 

event involving hymn singing, bible teaching, fun and games and of course food. The first one was 



entitled “Festive Food and Fun”. This proved a success and these monthly afternoons are continuing 

into 2024. 

Unfortunately, Central lost 7 longstanding members in 2023 and we mourned their loss. However, 

several new members have joined and Central as a congregation of worshippers has become more 

diverse during this time. 
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Chairman’s Report on 2022 

During 2022, we had a change of Chairman when Rev Peter Williamson stepped down at the end of 

August (although he remains a Trustee) and Rev Jeff Short arrived. 

In February and March, we journeyed through Lent together for the first time since 2019 following 

the Covid pandemic and appreciated what we had missed during the various lockdowns. 

Also in March, our Church Secretary, who is also a Local Preacher, was presented with a Certificate 

for having preached the Gospel for 25 years. This should have been presented a year or so earlier 

but was delayed because of the pandemic. 

In the Spring, work started on some of our worst roofs and this has reduced the amount of water 

ingress into the building. 

In May, Rev Peter wanted to tackle the sometimes contentious issue of same-sex marriage so that it 

was not an issue that would greet our new incoming Minister at the outset of his time with us. A full 

Church Meeting was arranged on a May evening so that everyone could attend and we were given 

presentations from the Methodist Church on the background to the decisions we were now being 

asked to make. We were asked to consider our response and whether holding such weddings on our 

premises was biblically sound and in line with the “God in Love Unites Us” paper produced by the 

Methodist Church. The meeting took place in a very respectful manner with those of differing views 

expressing them kindly and in love. A vote was taken at the end of the evening which, although not 

binding on the Trustees, gave a good indication of the wishes of the Congregation as a majority 

voted in favour of same-sex weddings and blessings being held in our Church. 

In the middle of August, the Trustees debated the issue and comments were once again expressed in 

a respectful and considerate manner. The vote, which does represent the final decision of Central 

Church, followed that of the Church Meeting and a majority voted “for”. Our new wedding licence 

was applied for in September and issued by the Local Authority in November 2022. 

Also in August we received into membership by transfer from other Churches two members and we 

were also thrilled that one of our young people made a public proclamation of her faith by becoming 

a member before going off to University in the September. 

At the end of August, we said a big thank you to our three supernumerary ministers who had been 

looking after us for the previous 3 years or so despite having only being co-opted originally for a 

period of 3 months. The congregation was very generous as they showed their appreciation to Rev 

Peter Williamson, Rev Jerry Cook and Rev Valerie Price and a presentation was made to them over a 

lunch after Worship. 

Rev Jeff Short and his wife Julia arrived in the September and we held a welcome lunch after 

Worship to settle them in. Rev Jeff brings different qualities to Central which compliments those of 

Peter and Val who are still very much part of the spiritual leadership of the Church. 

In the autumn the Trustees made the decision that a new kitchen was needed if we wished to 

continue offering refreshments to our Congregations and the various groups using our premises. 

This was fitted in October and is being enjoyed by the Catering Committee. 

Usual Advent and Christmas celebrations took us up to the end of the year. 
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Central Church Torquay – Chairman’s Report – 2021

2021 started in the same way as much of 2020  - in lockdown. Although this time
Places of Worship were legally allowed to remain open, the Trustees took the 
decision to protect our members and join with the rest of the country in trying to 
prevent the spread of the virus.

We re-opened in celebratory style on Easter Sunday and it was a joyful occasion 
in which to not only rejoice in meeting our risen Jesus but also to meet each 
other again.

The lockdowns have brought our members and friends closer together and filled 
us with a real joy in being able to Worship our God together that perhaps was 
taken for granted pre-Covid.

In Spring and Summer, a few groups started to return but it was done in a slow, 
controlled way.

On the first Sunday in September, which was our Church Anniversary, we held a 
Songs of Praise because we wanted to praise God for bringing us safely through 
the pandemic and celebrate being able to sing in Church once again.

Following a successful Harvest Supper which everyone enjoyed so much, we 
started to introduce regular social activities often involving food of some 
description plus various activities and these have been popular.

In November, our Secretary, along with representatives from other Methodist 
Churches in the Circuit met a prospective new Superintendent Minister, Rev Jeff 
Short and part of the new Superintendent’s role is the oversight of Central. This 
meeting went very well and, for the Circuit Leadership and for our Secretary, he 
was number one choice. We have since discovered that the Torbay Circuit was 
Rev Jeff’s number one choice too. God moves in an amazing way!

In December we returned to all our usual Christmas Services that had been 
curtailed in 2020 as we welcomed Jesus born as a baby.
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